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S UM M A R Y 
OF THE 


Booxs contained in the Seconp VOLUME, 


SUMMARY of the SEVENTH 
BOOK. 


. A EMOIRS from the year 1594 to the year 
M 1596. Henry diffatisfied with the duke of 

uillon; arid why. ‘The motives for Rofny’s 
journey to Sedan: his converfation with Bouillon : 
in which he penetrates into his defigns, and dif- 
covers his real character. The taking of Laon. 
_ Military expeditions in different parts of the king- 
dom, betwixt the king’s party and that of the 
League. Defigns of the duke of Maïenne upon 
Burgundy. Death of the cardinal of Bourbon. 
Death of the fuperintendant D’O : his character. 
Character of the dutchefs of Guife. The duke of 
_ Guife makes a treaty with the king. Rofiny’s apo- 
logy for this treaty. Services performed by the 
duke of Guife for his majefty. Character of San- 
pk The ftory of Alibouft. Changes made in 
the council of the finances. Maxims and reflec- 
tions relating to the finances. Henry declares war 
ägainft Spain, contrary to Rofny’s opinion: he is 
wounded by John Châtel : particulars of this hor- 
rid attempt; and the banifhment of the jefuits. 
The motives which determine Henry to march into 
Burgundy.  Rofny + via with’ the > sae cf 
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SUMMARY. 


the finances. Defertion of the count of Soiflons. 


Rofny infulted by the count’s officers. A cam- 
paign in Picardy. The French defeated at Dour- 
lens. Death of admiral Villars. Campaign in 


: Burgundy glorious for Henry IV. Battle of Fon- 
. taine-Francoife. Conditions upon which the Pope 


gives abfolutien to Henry. The conduct of Car- 
dinal D’Offat examined. Henry goes to Picardy. 
Loffes fuftained there by France. The duke of 
Montpenfier reveals to the king the plots of the 
chief noblemen of the kingdom. Bouillon is fent 
to London. Jealoufy and hatred of the council oF 
finances againft Rofny.  - 


SUMMARY of the EIGHTH 
BOOK : ; 


MEMOIRS from the year 1 RoÉ STE: Siege 


of La-Fére. The king taken ill. Military 
enterprizes: fome executed; others blafted. . Death 
of the duke of Nemours, LE of the duke of Ne- 
vers. Embezzlement of the finances.  Rofny goes 
to Henry at Amiens : his adventure with an aftro; 
loger.. Madam de Liancourt in great danger. 
Rofny’s journey to Rouen: he is deputed to the 
princefs, to prevail upon her to efpoufe the duke of 
Montpenfier: the treatment he receives from her: 
in danger of being difgraced upon this occafion: 


‘recovers the favour of the princefs. Succefs, of 


the king’s arms in different provinces.. Oppofition — 


made by the financers to Rofny’s being appointed 


one of the council of finances. Henry’s irrefolu- 
tion upon this head, who at laft places him in the 
council. The dike of Maienne concludes a trea- 


ty with the king, and comes to his majefty at Mon- 


ceaux. Rofny goes to vifit the. generalities: ca- 
lumnies of his enemies upon this occafion: his 
journey of great ufe to the king. Rofny’s difputes 
with Sancy : he difcovers the artifices and frauds 


of the council of finances. The aflembly des nota- 
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SUMMARY. 
bles held at Rouen. Reflections upon the ftates of 
the kingdom. Good council given by Sully to the. 
king. The refult of this aflémbly. The council 


of reafon eftablifhed, and afterwards fupprefied. 
Reger s labours in the finances. spit 


SUMMARY of the NINTH BOOK. 
MEMOIRS from the year 1597---1598. Di- 


verfions at court. ‘The Spaniards furprife 
Amiens. Rofny contrives the means of retaking 
this place: he is put at the head of the council of 
finances in the king’s abfence : his labours in the 
finances, and difputes with the council. The fiege 
of Amiens, all the neceffaries for which are fupplied 
. by Rofny. ~The proteftants mutiny again, during | 
this fiege: their defigns. Death of St. Luc. Hen- 
ry promifes Rofny the poft.of grand-mafter of the 
ordnance; but gives it to D’Eftrées. Rofny made 
governor of Mante. The Spaniards attempt in vain 
tofuccour Amiens. It is taken. An account of Hen- 
ry’s letters upon different fubjects.. Enterprifes after 
the fiege of Amiens: fome fail, others are executed. 
Negociations for a peace. Henry IV. goes into Brit- 
tany. Cabals of the calvinifts to.obtain a favourable 
edict. Henry gives audience to the Englifh and 
Dutch ambaffadors, who cannot prevail upon him 
to continue the war. Ediét of Nantz. Henry’s 
converfation with the duke of Bouillon. . A fingu- 
Jar converfation between Henry IV. and Rotny, 
upon the diffolution of his marriage, and his paf- 
fion for the duchefs of Beaufort. Henry returns 
to Paris: goes to Picardy. Conclufion and cere- 
monies of the pean of Vervins. 


SUMMARY of the TENTH BOOK. 


MEMOIRS from the year 1598---1599. Part 
of the troops difbanded.. -Ordinances upon 
grain ;. the wearing a) iy ords ; and other regula- 
tions 


La 


SUMMARY. | 
tions upon the finances, the police, publick wétks. 
&c. Queftion of the true or falfe Don Sebaftian. 
Conferences held at Boulogne between Spain and > 
England, but without effect. The duchefs of Beau- 
fort labours with her partizans to be declared queen. 
The firmnefs and refolution with which fhe is op- 
pofed by Rofny: he quarrels with her: they are 
reconciled. by Henry. A converfation betwixt this 
prince and his miftrefs upon that fubjéét. Henry’s 


ficknefs. Reception of the legate at St. Germain. 


Labours of Rofny in the finances. Qualities ne- 
ceffary for a ftatefman. Rofny gives an account of | 
his wealth; his character; his manner of living, 
&c. ‘The deplorable condition to which France 
was reduced by the wars. Sums expended for the 
treaties made with the League. : Arrets which 
were publifhed. Rofny has a difpute with the duke 
‘of Epernon: labours with Henry to rectify the 
abuies in the finances. The abilities of this prince 
for government. Singular tranfactions.. Expofi- 
tion, examen, and artifice, of the laft will of Phi- 
lip IJ. The archduchefs comes to Marfeilles. 
Oppofition of the clergy of France to the mar 
riage of the princefs Catharine with the duke of 
Bar; cardinal D’Offat’s conduét upon this occafion : 
a conference heid between the catholics and prote- 
ftants for the converfion of this princefs, but.with- 
out fuccefs : Henry orders the marriage ta be fo- — 
lemnifed by the archbifhop of Rouen: humorous 
converfations. upon this fubject. The clergy and 
parliament oppofe the regiftration of the edict of 
Nantz; alterations made in it; affembly of the 
proteftants ; artifices of the duke of Bouillon. upon 
this occafion: the ediét regiftrated. The affair of 
Martha Broffier. Gratuities and employments 
given by Henry to Rofhy. The ftrange deaths of 
the conftable’s wife, and of the duchefs of: Beau- | 
fort: Henry’s grief for the lofs of the duchefs: 
kofny comforts him, | 

SUM- 
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SUMMARY, 


SUMMARY of th ELEVENTH: 
BOOK. 


PRES from the year 1599 to 1601. Af- 
fairs of the marquifate of Saluces. Artifices 
of the duke of Savoy to avoid making a reftitution 
of Saluces, Journey of Henry IV. to Blois. Dif- 
folution of his marriage with Margaret of Valois: 
his amours with mademoifelle d’Entragues, who per- 
fuades him to give her a promife of marriage: the 
courage and refolution of Rofny on this occafion. 
Articles of marriage with the princefs of Florence 
concluded. Foreign affairs. Rofny takes upon 


him the guardianfhip of his nephew d’Epinoy, 


Revocation of the permiffion for manufacturing 
rich ftuffs. Rofny is made grand mafter of the 
ordnance, and gives great application to the affairs 
of this poft. The duke of Savoy comes to Paris; 
brings over the courtiers to his intereft ; endeavours 
to bribe Rofny, and afterwards to exclude him from 
the conferences ; but fails in both attempts, and re- 
turns home. Nicole Mignon attempts to poifon 
the king. : A public difpute betwixt the bifhop 
d’Evreux and Du-Pleffis Mornay. New fubter- 
fuges of the duke of Savoy: reafons for declaring 
war againft him; preparations made by Rofny 
for this war. Henry IV. marries the princefs of 
Florence by proxy: takes Chambéry, Bourg, Mont- 
melian, Charbonniers, &c. Other particulars of 
this campaign: great fervices performed there by 
Rofny, notwithftanding the jealoufy and oppofi- 
tion of the courtiers. Cardinal Aldobrandin comes 
to negotiate a peace; Rofny’s reception of him: 
the conferences broken off by the demolition of 
fort Saint-Catherine: refumed by Rofny; who 
concludes the treaty. The queen comes to Paris, 
and is received by Rofhy at the Arfenal. Foreign 
affairs. | | | 


SUM: | 
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SUMMARY. 


SUMMARY of th TWELFTH 
BOOK. 


NIEMOIRS: of the year160r. Affairs of the finan- 
ces; of money, of commerce, &c. Prohibition 
againft carrying gold or filver coin out of the king- 
dom. Chamber of juftice eftablifhed, but to little 
purpofe. Tht author’s reflections upon luxury and 
corruption of manners. The officers of the robe 
and finances fupprefled.. Journey of Henry IV. - 
to Orleans. Affairs of the United Provinces. 
Henry goes to Calais. The French ambaffador 
infulted at Madrid. Embaffies from the Grand: 
Seignior and the Venetians. Elizabeth comes to 
Dover. Letters betwixt Henry and Elizabeth. 


_ Rofny goes to Dover. Converfations between Eli- 


zabeth and Rofny, in which they lay the founda- 
tion of the great defign againft the houfe of Auf- 
tria: the great wifdom of this queen. Death of 
young Chatillon-Coligny. Birth of Lewis XIII: 
Henry makes La-Riviere calculate his nativity. 
The affair of the ifles concluded with the grand | 
duke of Tufcany. Rofny. procures the count of 
Béthune to be named ambaffador to Rome, not- 
withftanding the endeavours of Villeroi and Sillery 
to the contrary. Oppofition made by thefe mini- 
fters to the-opinions and policy of Rofny: Parti- 
culars of the confpiracy of marechal Biron : Rofny. 
endeavours to recal him to his duty: Henry fends 
him ambaflador to London; to Sweden: he re- 
fumes his intrigues at his return. La-Fin’s depo- 
fitions. An account of the i tet Le anes | 
tian; and other foreign affairs. 


MEMOIRS 
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before Laon after this event. Some difficul- 

ties which arofe in the treaties, particularly that 
with the. baron de Medavy, obliged mie, in obe- 
dience to his majefty’s orders, to take a journey to 
Rouen, which was followed by a fecond to Paris, 
‘and another, more confiderable than both, to Sedan. 
The duke of Bouillon gave daily new occafions 
of difcontent to the king. When, thro’ his maje- 
fty’s intereft, he had married the heirefs of Sedan, 
he promifed to bring him a certain number of 
troops; but he not only neglected to perform this 
promife, but alfo retained, without afking the king’s 
permiffion, the troops which he had lent him to 
guard his frontier till he was in peaceable pofleffion 
of his new principality ; nor did he make any ex- 
cufe for not fending them back, or give him any 
account of the fituation of his affairs, His new 
| Bayer infpired him with the vanity of making 
imfelf be looked upon.as.a formidable porentate 

in Europe, This, which he could not hope from 
a ftate fo weak and confined as his, he fought to 
obtain by all forts of artifices and intrigues in the 
neighbouring courts. All the malecontents in Eu- 
| Vor. ER B Fops 


Pos no. longer in the camp 


‘ge 


1504: 


2 


1594. 


Mor WM sO Ler: Ss Book VII. 


rope were fure of finding a protector in him, and 


‘tes he was the main {pring that gave motion te the 


cabals of Auvergne and Entragues. 

One day when the king fent for me fo early in 
the morning that I found him in bed, having only 
Ozeray and Armagnac in his apartment, and that 
we were all confulting upon meafures to prevent 
the dangerous defigns of fo many fecret enemies, 
his majefty dwelt in particular upon the duke) of 
Bouillon, and feemed greatly affected with his in- 
gratitude, after having conferred an obligation on 
him which ought to have bound him for ever to 
his interefts. In effect, the king, by promoting 
his marridge with mademoifelle de Bouillon, had 
given him a à proof of friendfhip fo much the ftronger, 
in that he acted againft his own judgment, and the 
advice of all thofe to whom he had mentioned it. 
The next day after this converfation had patted, 
Beringhen prefented a gentleman to the king, in 
his ehamber, who brought him a letter from Bouil- 
Jon, in which the duke “informed his majefty of the 
death of his wife, and excufed his delay, by the 
grief and perplexity into which her death had 
thrown him. This letter likewife gave the king to 
under{tand, that madam de Bouillon had left a will, 
in which fhe bequeathed the principality of Sedan 
and all her eftates to her hufband, and put them 
under the protection of the king of France; be- 
caufe it was expected, that her relations would 
give the duke of Bouillon great difturbance about 
this donation. ‘* That is to fay,” faid the king 
when he had finifhed reading the letter, ‘ that the 
« duke of Bouillon has occafion for my afliftance : 
& Ts not this a very honourable way of proceeding ?” 

To humble and punifh the duke, his miajefty was 
ftrongly inclined to leave him to ftruggle alone a- 


-gainft thefe difficulties ; but the native fweetnefs of 


Ris difpofition, and He remembrance of the duke’s 
former fervices, fill influenced him in his favour. 
He aniwered the duke by a compliment of condo- 

lance 
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lance upon the death of the duchefs of Bouillon ; 
and affured him of his willingnefs to affift him. If 
the king had thought that this laft mark of his 
friendfhip would have recalled and fixed the duke 
of Bouillon for ever in his duty, the commiffion 
of him whom he fent with this letter would have 
ended in barely delivering it to the dukes; and any 
inconfiderable perfon might have fufficed for that: 
but this prince, accuftomed to confer benefits only 
on the ungrateful, would make this deputation an- 
{wer feveral purpofes. He turned towards me, 
and told me, that in his opinion I was the pro- 
pereft perfon to carry this letter, becaufe if of it- 
felf it. was not able to make Bouillon adhere con- 
ftantly to his duty, the arguments of a man, who 
had a right to reprefent it to him ftrongly, might 
perhaps accomplifh it; and thus, if neither pro+ 
duced the defired effect, it was neceffary to pene 
trate into the duke’s fecret defions, and to examine 
* carefully the will and the fuppofed denation of mas 
dam de Bouillon. | 


This. embafiy feemed too like that which had 


’ drawn the hatred of the princefs and count of 
Soiffons upon me ; and my firft emotions upon re- 
ceiving it were caufed by my grief that the king’s 
fervice generally engaged me in fuch affairs. Hen+ 
ry, who guefled part of my thoughts, forgot no 
thing which he imagined, capable of Jeflening what 
was difagreeable in this commiffion: he told me, 
That the fuccefs which fortune feemed to annex 
to all affairs wherein I was employed, asa reward 
due to my fidelity, induced him to chufe me, pre- 
ferably to any other, to tranfaét this bufinefs : That 
none of my fervices were loft upon him: And that 
_hetook extremely kind the attenuiôn I always fhew- 
ed to avoid or’ break off any connexions which 
were capable of cooling my zeal for him. Speak: 
ing thele words, he embraced me tenderly ; adding, 
with a kindnefs that went to my heart, that he ear- 
neftly intreated me to be careful of my own. fecurity, 
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1594: fince I fhould be obliged to pafs through places 
wr fubject to the Guifes, and to preferve myfelf for a 


prince who loved me. Princes who behave in this 
manner cannot be too faithfully ferved. 

It happened very fortunately that I was at that 
time very well provided with money, having fent 
for remittances from Rofny and Moret, where my 
wife was; therefore I faw myfelf in a condition to 
fatisfy, without delay, the king’s impatience for 
my departure. Three hours after I had received 
this order I went to Bruyeres, where my mae 
Jay, and, followed by five and twenty troopers well 
armed, in four days I arrived, without meeting 
with any bad accident, within view of Sedan. The 
duke, being informed of my arrival, came to meet 
me as far as the village of Torcy, which feparates 
this little ftate from France; there he alighted, 
and affumed a melancholy air to receive my com- 
pliments, and to read the king’s letter. He load- 
ed me with perfonal civilities ; feemed charmed 
with the choice his majefty had made; and perfifted 
{notwithftanding my repeated inftances) to treat me 


as an ambaflador. . I was conducted to very mag- 


nificent lodgings, and all the expences of my re- 
tinue defrayed. He fhewed me, with great com- 
plaifance, the fortifications he had raifed about his 
caitle of Sedan, by which, he affured me, it would 
be impregnable. I was not of the fame opinion ; 
all the expence the duke was at to ftrengthen this 
place, could not fupply the defect of its fituation. 

The fiege of Laon, of which the duke enquired 
fome news, afforded us matter for entering into a 
more particular converfation. After reiterated af- 
furances of his attachment to the king, the duke 
afked me, if the many fubjeéts of complaint which 
his majefty had received from the Spanifh Low 
Countries, had not determined him to carry the 


_ war there; and fpoke to me of this project, as an 


affair he ardently wifhed to fee executed. He dwelt 


sich upon the peri of this war; upon the 


iain 
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manner in which the provinces of Luxembourg, 1504. 
Liege, and Namur, might be attacked; upon the ns 
correfpondences which, with this view, he carried 
on in the principal cities of Flanders; and upon the 
powerful affiftance he offered to leadthere. It was 
not difficult to believe, that he had ufed his utmoft 
endeavours to promote a war, of which all the ad- 
vantage would be his: but it was far from being fo 
with the king. His intereft was not concerned in 
it; and with regard to him, this fine project was a 
mere chimera. Indeed the duke, fearing that at 
court it would be treated with contempt, omitted 
nothing which he thought might bring me to ap- 
prove of it, by painting it in the fineft colours, and 
with an air of difintereftednefs capable of impofing 
upon me. After having thus difcourfed upon Flan- 
ders, he plunged into politics, and difplayed all the 
powers of his eloquence in proving to me, that, it 
being the king’s chief intereit to deprefs the houte 
of Auftria, he could never attain this end but by 
keeping up a ftrict union with the proteftants. The 
king’s late abjuration he fuppofed was but a necef- 
fary ceremony, which had only changed him in 
appearance ; and which he thought to prove fufh- 
ciently, by two or three ftrokes of raillery upon 
fome fuperftitious practices of devout catholics, 
upon the mendicant monks, and the equivecations 
of the jefuits. 
_.. The duke of Bouillon ftopped here, like a man 
who was afraid to explain himfelf too freely, and 
looked upon me earneftly with a feigned inquietude. 
Hitherto Thad liftened to him without interruption; 
and difcovered, without his perceiving it, all the 
ideas which rofe in that ambitious brain. But ma- 
ny things ftill remained to be known, for which it 
was only neceffary to let him {peak a long time ; 
for it is not poffible but.that a man, who is at once 
extremely vain, and a great talker, fhould, at 
Jength, betray all his fecrets ; I therefore forced a 
{mile into my countenance, and affumed the air of 
B one 
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one filled with admiration of his wit, his poliey, 
and his eloquence.’ The duke’s felf-love thus a- 
greeably flattered, he did. not wait for much intreaty, 
but ae his difcourfe, he went on to make me 
fenfible of the true intereft of the proteftants, in 
the fituation affairs were at prefent in France. Here 
it became neceffary for me to fepelys by my own 
furmifes, what he left unfaid ; either becaufe the 
duke of Bouillon’s expreffion fuffered a little from 
the conftraint he laid himfelf under, for fear 
of falling into fome indifcretion *, or that he 
thought the affectation of a myfterious air did more 
honour to himfelf and the party, or indeed, thar 
his difcourfe was built on a fyftem fo fublime, and 
ideas fo abftracted, that he likewife was loft in it 


-as well as 1. 


I recalled the duke from this too elevated flight ; 
and he told me in terms more plain, thar the pro- 
teftants were fo much difguited at the king’s con- 
verfion, that he could allay their appre henfions no 
otherwife, than by declaring war againft Spain con- 
jointly with them ; ; that, unlefs this was done, it 
would be impoffible to perfuade them that they 
were not made a facrifice of, and for the future 
would be always expofed to the violences of the 
French catholics acting in concert with the pope 


and the Spaniards. | 


| * The true charaéter of the duke 
de Bouillon, is thus given us : “On 
* {et parpofe he ufed to exprefs 


‘* himfelf, fays the writer of his” 


‘£ life, in fo dark and perplexed a 
« manner, that he could give to 
“ ‘what“he fpoke any fenfe that 
< he \pleafed. 
© there were fome nice conjunc- 
*turés, in which à man mutt ei- 
“ ther be filent, or follow his man- 
‘ner of fpeaking,’’» Another max- 
im of the duke de Bouillon’s, ac- 
cordimg..to the fame writer, was, 
ff That a man ought to be very 
‘€ cautious of giving any thing un- 


te 


aw wd 


.He pretended that : 


This piece of intelligence, 


‘€ der hisshand, A-man interprets” 
€ what he has fpoken as he pleafes 3 
“ and he agrees only to fo much 
‘of it as he thinks proper, re- 
‘€ trenching more or Jefs. He ap+ 
proves or difapproves as he 
‘€ thinks convenient. But the cafe 
** js not the fame with regard to 
‘ what is written,” &c, M. de 
Sully was of a quite contrary opi- 
nion, We may find fome politi- 
cians, who will not condemn the 
duke de Bouillon; but none who 
does not commend ae eon de 
A 


from 
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from the proof he brought of it, it is probable the 
duke himfelf thoughtas falfe as it really was. He 
faid that Villeroi was commiffioned by the dukes of 
Lorrain, Maienne, and Mercceur, to propele to 
the king, who was then at Fontainbleau, this u- 
nion between France and Spain ; and that the pope 
would not have refufed the king his apoftolic be- 
nediction, with a bull, acknowledging him king 
of France, but becaufe he would have this union 
the preliminary. To this proof Bouillon added 
others equally groundiefs, by which he thought to 
make it appear, that the catholics had wholly e- 
ftranged the king from the proteltants, and had 
prevailed upon him to ufe them with great injuftice. 
The grievances of the proteftants thus eftablifhed, 
the duke was willing to inform me of the remedy 
they had thought proper to apply. They were 
‘preparing, he faid, to fortify immediately all their 
dtrong towns, to chufe a leader out of the kingdom, 
and within it (but the place he did not name) to 
eftablith:a general council for the affairs of religion, 
to which all the different churches were to addrefs 
themfelves, and which was to determine, in the laft 
refort, all the affairs of the ten other provincial 
councils, into which the calvinift part of France 
was to be divided; and that the power of this fo- 
vereign council might be abfolute and uncontefted, 
a protector or foreign prince was to be put at its 
‘head, capable of making it refpected. 

: Whilft he was talking of thefe fubjeéts, theduke 
of Bouillon, according to the occafion he had to 
dazzle, convince, or deceive me, aflumed fuccef- 
fively the character of a friend and ally of the 
king’s, a good proteftant, or a mere relator of 
facts, but always that of a man confummate in the 
politician’s art, and the depofitary of all the fecret 
‘affairs of the proteftants, He could not, however, 
involve himfelf fo well in myftery, but that I com- 
prehended plainly enough, that all thefe fchemes 
gf high and low councils, thefe regulations fo par- 


B 4 : ticularifed, 


? 


1594 


ne 


1594. 


MY Ei MO bf RS Book VIT. 
ticularifed, might very probably have their rife in | 


wy~ the duke’s own brain, and not in the fynods of St. 


Naixant, and Sr. Foi, as he would have had me 
believe. ‘This foreign prince for protector, efpe- 
cially, feemed to me to be entirely his own inven- | 
tion, and in reality himfelf, who gave his own views 
for determined fchemes, and whofe fole end (for 
what fprings will not ambition put in motion?) was 
perhaps merely this; that, by communicating thele 
deligns to the court, as if the calvinifts had really 
formed them, and were ready to put them in exe- 
cution, I fhould raife the king’s indignation againft 
them; and by this artifice he would oblige the. 
huguenots to take fuch a refolution as he withed, | 
but durit not openly infpire them with; which 
was, to chufe him for a leader, whom tna! hatred 
and complaints of the catholics pointed out to 
them for a defender. All that happened in the 
fequel has but the more confirmed me in this 
belief. 

After having thus, as he imagined, made me 


fubfervient to his defigns, the duke reflected that 


he fhould lofe more than he gained, if the king, 
of whofe affiftance he ftood in need, fhould enter- 


tain any fufpicion to his difadvantage; he therefore 


referved a moft refined ftroke of policy for the 


daft. This was to affure me, that thefe propofals 


had indeed been made him, but that, far from ap- 
proving them, or offering his affiftance, he had 


done every thing in his power to prevent fuch de- 


figns taking place; in which he had not the good 
fortune to fucceed. Can any thing be imagined 
more. treacherous and crafty? Certainly, if the 


duke of Bouillon was able to flatter himfelf, that 
-thefé arts would leave me in abfolute ignorance of 


the affairs of the proteftants, and the difpofitions 
of. the feditious, he could net hinder me from 
perceiving, at leaft fome of his own particular 


“entiments with rose to the prince whom he be- 
A nis 


I could 
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truths, which is the moft effectual way to difcon- 
cert thefe fo curioufly-difguifed politicians. I af- 
fured him, ‘in few words, that the king was not, 
nor never would be, changed with regard to the 
proteftants; that he was willing to grant them all 
the advantages they could reafonably demand, but 
that the prefent fituation of his affairs would oblige 
him to defer fome time longer thofe teftimonies of 
his friendfhip : that his majefty had not forgot any 
of thofe caufes which Spain had given him to hate 
her; and that he would always preferve a lively re- 
fentment of them, even if he were not to enter into 
the common concern of Europe, to put a ftop to 
the defign of the houfe of Auftria for univerfal mo- 
narchy ; but that, in order to fecure fuccefs, it was 
neceflary that all fhould be quiet within his king- 
dom, fince it might be expected that Spain would 
defend herfelf in a different manner, when fhe faw 
herfelf directly attacked, than fhe had done in a 
war, wherein fhe had only engaged as an auxiliary. 

L told the duke de Bouillon, that I readily be- 
lieved all he had faid to me with regard to himfelf, 
fince he muft be fenfible that the principles of ho- 
nour, juftice, and gratitude, pointed out to him 
too plainly the conduct he ought to obferve with 
the king, to leave him a poffibility of miftaking it. 
He refufed me the troops I demanded for Henry, 
nor would he permit me even to perufe madam De 
Bouillon’s laft will, faying, that fhe had fealed it 
in a cafket, and exacted a promife from him, that 
he would not open it but with the ufual forms of 
Jaw, if any one fhould queftion the validity of it; 
and that fhe had afterwards obliged him to confirm 
this promife with an oath. It was not difficult for 


me to comprehend that any remonftrances from me 


would be ufelefs; therefore, my commiffion being 
now completed, Irefolyed to return immediately to 
Laon, - | , 
+ cg. 

1 was 


% 
I could no otherwife anfwer a difcourfe fo full of 1594. 
artifice, than by confining myfelf to plain and imple VV | 
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I was greatly furprifed, on my arrival at the 


iv camp, to meet the Sing who was going to hunt, 


the place. 


pafling fo near the walls of the city that he was 


within mufquet-fhot of it: but Iwas foon inform- 


ed that both fides had lain down their arms, the 
city having capitulated upon condition to furrender 
in ten days, if within that time they were not afft- 
ed by an army, or at leaft if a reinforcement.,.of 
eight or nine hundred men were not thrown into 
Henry made me keep-clofe befide him 
APNE the chace, that he might hear all the parti- 
culars of my journey. When I told him that the 


duke of Bouillon refufed to fhew me the will of the 


deceafed dutchefs, he replied, that he knew from 
thence what he ought to think of the donation *. 
He entertained the fame opinion of the duke of 


Bouillon as I did, ‘ who offers,” faid he, ‘* to be 


* In order to deftroy the fufpi- 
eions which the’ whole of this ac- 


‘count might raife as to the reality 


of that donation of the dutchefs. of 
Bouillon, I will give you what the 
duke de Bouillon’s biographer fays 
on this head. ‘€ By her laft will,” 
fays he, ‘‘ the appointed the duke 
“de Bouillon, her hufband, her 
<< aniverfal heir. It was current. 
€ ly reported that, nôtwithftand- 
“€ ing this lait will of the dutchefs, 
<< the fucceffion would be conteft- 
‘ed with her hufband: the truth 
€ is, Charles de la Mark, the count 
€* de Maulevrier, uncle toCharlotte 


“ de da Mark, alledged that this 


** fucceMon belonged to him, and 
** that the could not difpofe of it, 
‘6 in favour of her hufband, to his 
“© prejudice.) - The duke de Mont- 
** penfier pretended likewife, that 
“< the favereignties of Bouillon, 
ss Sedan, Jamets, and Raucourt, 
“© could not be contefted with him; 
€ as he had been fubftituted there- 


“© in by Robert de la Mark, the 


€ lait duke of Bouillon, “The duke 
de Bouillon thought it more éli- 


€ gible to accommodate matters 


“ with thefe two claimants, than 


ff to engage in a law-fuit, which 
‘© would divert him from the exe- 
cution of his grand defigns: the 
accommodation was concluded 5 
and the fovereign jurifdiétion of 
Bouillon, Sedan, and Raucourt, 
remained in property to him.” 
Hift: de Henry duc de Bouillon, 
par Marfollier, tom. II. liv.iv. This 
hiftorian likewife {peaks of the duke 
de Sully’s journey to Sedan, and of 
the protection which Henry IV, 

offered the duke de Bouillon onthis 
occafion, But here we cannot but 
obferve, that it wou’d have been 
much better not to quote, on this 
fubje&, Sully’s Memoirs, than to 
difguife their fenfe, and conceal, as 
he has done, the objection that 
arifes from the text of thefe Me- 
moirs : and this fo:much the rather 
(it would be to no purpofe to dif- 
femble it, after all that has béen 
faid of it, and very lately, by Ame- 
lot de la Houffaye, in his Memoirs, 
in the article Bouillon la Mark) fo 
much the rather, I fay, as Henry{V. 

and the duke de Sully, are not the 
only perfons who feem to doubt of 
the reality of fuch donation, 
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# a mediator in difturbances which he himfelf has 15094. 
been the author of.” Nor was helefs difpleafed Lys 


at his refufing to fend the troops he demanded: 

but in the prefent conjuncture it was neceffary that 
his majefty fhould diffemble all thefe occafions of 
difcontent with the duke; and therefore, in pub- 
lic, he feemed to be very’ well fatished with his 
conduct, and determined to maintain him in Sedan. 
With refpect to the war with Spain, which I was 


commiflioned to propofe to him, he deferred deli- . 


berating on it to another time, in full council. 
The count of Sommerive, Du Bourg, and Jean- 
nin, finding it impoffible for them to prevent the 
infurrection of the citizens and the garrifon of Laon, 
who were incenfed againft them as tyrants who had 
rendered their domination infupportable, thought 
proper to yield before the time prefcribed for de- 
hvering the city to the king. They had no longer 
any hopes of affiftance, after the misfortune which 
happened to a reinforcement the duke of Maienne 
endeavoured to throw into the place. This rein- 
forcement coming too late near Laon, to have any 
hopes of furprifing the befiegers, thought it beft to 
wait for night in the wood, where they kept them- 
felves concealed all day. The king hunting in that 
part of the foreft at the fame time, his dogs difco- 


vered the ambufcade. The enemies, although eight 


or nine hundred in number, inftead of fhewing 
themfelves, or attacking the king, who had only 
three hundred horfe with him, thought they fhould 
be able to avoid an abfolute difcovery by feparat- 
ing, the better to conceal themfelves: but the dogs 
fill continued to purfue them, and the king’s troop 
artiving in the mean time, they were furprifed : in fo 
great a | diforder, that our footmen and fervants on- 
ly, without any affiftance from the three hundred 
horfemen, made themfelves mafters of them, and 
illaged them entirely. | 


After the furrender of Laon, the king judged it: 


neceffary to take a journey to the frontiers of Flan- 
7 ders 3 
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594. ders; his chief inducement to it being the hopes 
tv~ that many of thefe cities would furrender to him at 


his approach. The event did not anfwer his ex- 
pectations; and his majefty drew no other advan- 
tage from his journey, than confirming in their al- 
Jegiance Amiens, Abbeville, Montreuil, Peronne, 
and feveral other cities, into each of which he made 
a folemn entry. I can fay no more of the tranfac- 
tions here, the king’s fervice calling me at that time 
to Paris upon affairs of lefs importance than the 
former, and which for that reafon I fhall not enter 
into a particular detail of, any more than of what 
pafied in the different provinces of the kingdom, 
The reduction of Morlais, and Quimper, by ma- 
rechal * D’ Aumont, with the affiftance of the Eng. 
lith forces; the building of Fort Du Croific, by 
the duke of Mercosur, at the head of his Spaniards, 
to be a check upon Breit, were the moft confder- 
able exploits of the two parties in Brittany. Savoy, 
Piedmont, Provence, and Dauphiné, continued ta 
be the theatre of a + war always favourable to Lef- 
dignieres, againft the duke of Savoy, notwithftand- 
ing the defeat and taking Ÿ of Crequy. | 

The duke of Maienne, fecing Laon taken, almoft 
all Picardy in the king’s party, the chief officers of 
the league, and the duke of Guife himfelf, difpofed. 
to treat foon of an accommadation with his majefty, 
yielded at laft to the advice of the prefident Jean- 
pin |, who had long preffed him to fix himfelf in 


# He was killed the following 
year when befeging Comper, by a 
cannon-ball that broke his arm to 
fhatters ; being upwards of feventy 
years of age: hefaid no more when 
he found himfelf wounded, than 
thefe words, Ihave got it. He was 
generally efteemed, and generally 
regretted. See his eulogy and great 
qualities in M. De Thou, b. cxiii. 
~ “F See thefe military expeditions 
in the hiftorians. 

f Charles de Crequy, fon-in-law 
to Lefdiguicres, coming to the re- 


. wi 


lief of Aiguebelle, befieged by the 
duke of Savoy, was defeated and 


taken prifoner. This did not hap-. 


pen till 1598, 

|| I know not if the author does 
not here a little too lightly tax this 
prefident: at leaft it has been {aid 
that more than two years before, 
at his return from Spain, he had 
been the firft to advife the duke de 
Maienne to come.to an agreement 
with the king; as being difgufted 
at the haughtinefs and exceffive va- 
nity with which the king of Spain 


one 
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one particular province, and there make powerful r#04. 
efforts in time, to render himfelf independent; fo www 


that, after fortune had fubjected all to the king, 
which he doubted not would foon happen, he 
might at leaft have a fecure retreat to fhelter him in 
the reverfe of his. 

Burgundy was the province * fixed upon by the 
duke of Maienne; and he marched thither with his 
forces, after placing good garrifons in Dourlens, 
La-Fere, and Soiffons. Befides his being already 
in poffeffion of great part of this province, its con- 
tiguity to Savoy, Franche Comté, Lorrain, Swit- 
zerland, and Germany, from whence he hoped to 
draw great fupplies, was a farther inducement for 
him to fix there. The pope, and the emperor, 
feemed to enter into his views: he might ftrengthen 
his right of conqueft, by a refignation in form, 
which Spain would grant him fo much the more 
willingly, as by that means fhe would revive a 
claim upon Burgundy, long fince fupprefied, but 
never wholly renounced. All thefe probable ad- 
vantages made it be believed by many perfons, that 
the ancient kinedom of Burgundy was upon the 
point of being reftored. The duke of Maienne’s 
conduct in thefe quarters, the remaining part of 
this year, and till the month of April in the fol- 
lowing, fupported this opinion; and I had lefs rea- 
fon than any other to doubt of his intention in this 
refpect, after the letters I faw at Paris, in the hands 
of the cardinal of Bourbon. 

But, unfortunately for the duke of Maïenne, the 
Burgundians were not difpofed to make choice of 2 
fubject for their mafter: they never before gave 
fuch convincing proofs of their fidelity to their fo- 
vereign. The duke of Guile beginning with en- 
deavours to fecure Beaune, by throwing a ftrong 


oO 


in treating with him, had faid, my * The duke of Maienne was go- 
town of Paris, my town of Orleans, as vernor of this province, | 
if France had actually been his | 

own, are, 


garriion 
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1494. garrifon into it, the burghers rofe againft them, 
LV defeated them, and forced them to fhut thernialiés 


up in the caftle: and, as they might {till fuffer great 
inconveniences from them, they fortified themfelves 
with barricadoes againft the caftle, and invited ma- 
rechal Biron to come to their affiftance, permitting 
him to lodge his little army fix weeks within their 
walls. They afterwards attacked the caftle inform, 
with a battery of twelve pieces of cannon; and car- 
ried on their works fo vigoroufly, that they drove 
out at laft the garrifon of the league. I fhall give 
an account hereafter of the expeditions in Burgun- 
dy; at prefent I muft leave them, to return to the 
affairs of the capital, 

I perceived the cardinal’s illnefS to écrans fo 
much every day, that, not doubting but his end 
was very near, I ftaid at Paris to give the king im+ 
mediate notice of it. He died without making 
that difpofition of his benefices * which he feemed 
to have fo ardently defired. His majefty was af- 
flicted at his death, having loft a good kinfman 
and an affectionate fubject. He wrote to me, that 
he was tired with the importunity of feveral perfons 
who coveted the cardinal’s fpoils ; and that, to get 
rid of them, his general anfwer was, that they were 
already difpofed of. His defigns: with regard to 
thefe benefices were as follows: In the agreement 
with the abbot de Tiron, certain abbeys belonging — 
to the chancellor and the governor of Pont-de 
Arche were yielded to him, for which thofe two 
gentlemen demanded to be largely indemnified out 
of the benefices of the deceafed cardinal. Theking 
was defirous that the abbé de Tiron fhould releafe 
thefe abbeys to the proprietors, and receive in ex+ 
change for them the archbifhopric of Rouen, vas 


* He was archbifhop of Rouen, who loved the fciences; he was 
abbé of St. Denis, of St. Germain- eloquent, mild, and of an agree. 
des-Pres, of St. Ouen and St. Ca- able difpofition, but extremely 
therine of Rouen, of Orcamp, &c. weak. He died on the 28th of 
De Thou reprefents himas aprince July, ° Re: | 

lued 


“ 


Book VII. ‘or SUE BY 


lued at thirty thoufand livres a year, but charged 
by the king with the payment of a penfion of four. 
thoufand crowns, which he had promifed to the 
chevalier D’Oife *, retaining for himfelf Gaillon- 
houfe, which he defigned to purchafe from the 
abbé; and ordered me to prevail upon him to ac- 
cept of this equivalent. As for the abbey of St, 
Ouen, one of the fineft benefices the deceafed car- 
dinal had poffefled, the king, as yet, had not be- 
ftowed it on any one; and he had the goodnels to 
tell me, that he would not do it without charging 
it with a penfion of ten thoufand livres for me. 
The greateft difficulty I met with in managing 
the king’s affairs at Paris, was to communicate his 


prudent ceconomy to the directors of his finances, - 


the fuperintendant efpecially. The abufe of fuffer- 
ing the finances to become a prey to favourites (an 
evil, the fource of which may be traced back to the 
reign of Charles VIII) had in this laft reign in- 
creafed to fuch a degree, that had a man of the 
greateft induftry, prudence, and integrity imagin- 
able, been at the head of the finances, he perhaps 
would not have been able to prevent the bad con- 
fequences of fo prodigious a diffipation: and, un- 
happily, D’O + poffefled none of thefe qualities. 
His difpofition, naturally leaning towards profuli- 
on, indolence, and voluptuoufnefs, had been wholly 
ruined by all thofe vices for which the court of 


Henry III. was famous, deep play, unbounded de- 


bauchery, expenfive follies, domeftic diforders, and 
extravagances of every kind. D’O was on a foot- 
ing with Bellegarde {, Souvrai, Villequier, Quélus, 


* George De Brancas Villars, 
bfother to admiral De Villars. 

ft Francis D’O, lord of Frefnes, 
Maillebois, &c. firft gentleman of 
the bed-chamber, governor of Paris 
and the ifle of France, fuperinten- 
dant of the finances, &c. “ He fur- 
‘< paffed kings and princes in ex- 
‘€ travagance and prodigality ; for, 
** even to his fuppers, he had pies 


‘€ made of mufk and amber ferved. 
“up, that amounted to twenty- 
“ five crowns.” Journal de L’E- 
toile, Ann, 1594. p. 37. 

tf Roger de St, Larry de Belle- 
garde, Gilles de Souvrai, René de 
Villequier, Jacques Levis de Caylus 


or Quélus, Francis D’Epinai de St. 


Luc, Francis de Maugiron, Paut 
Stuart de Cauffade fieur de St. Me 
Saiat- 


15 


1594. 
Pas | 


26 


WoeM oR -S. Book aik 


1594. Saint Luc, Maugiron, Saint-Mégrin, Livartor, 
ur Joyeufe, Epernon, La-Valette, Du-Bouchage, 


Thermes, and many other lefs declared favourites + 
and the title of minion was all the recommenda- 
tion he had for a poft which the moft carelefs prin- 
ces think fit, for their own intereft, to except from 
thofe with which they reward fuch fort of fervants. 

Such was the man by whom the finances were 
conducted at a time, when, minions and miftrefles 
being excluded from the council, one would have 


expected they fhould have been put under other 


management: and what is ftill more furprizing, 
the king, in his moft urgent occafions, had not 
even the privilege of dividing his own revenues 


with the fuperintendant. D’O did not fcruple to 


let him lofe a city or a governor for the want of a 
very inconfiderable fum of money, while at the 
fame time he denied none to his own pleafures. 
Lieramont *, governor of Catelet, applied to me, 
to folicit the payment of his garrifon from D’O: 
Ï thought the affair of fuch importance, that I fub- 
dued my reluctance, to afk a favour of him, and 
acquitted myfelf of my commiffion ; but with little 
fuccefs.. The fuperintendant, after I had left him, 
faid to meffieurs d’Edouville | and de Moufify, that 
he had rather fee this place in the hands of Spani- 
ards than proteftants.  Lieramont was of that re- 
ligion. Moufly, who was my kinfman, repeating 
this difcourfe to me, I declared to the fuperinten- 


dant, that he fhould be anfwerable for the place, if 


grim, Jean D’Arces de Livarrot, 
Anne de Joyeufe, John Louis and 
Bernard de Nogaret, Henry de 
Joyeufe, count de Bouchage, after- 
wards a capuchin, John de St, Lar- 
ry de Thermes, or Auguftus baron 
of Thermes. Tho’ Souvrai had 
been one of Henry III's favourites, 
be fhould not be ranked in the 
number of this prince’s minions: 
he was a man of an acknowledged 
merit and probity. Henry I. 


= ” 


faid, that if he were neither king 
nor prince, he would gladly be 
Souvrai. He refufed the commif- 
fion with which Henry TI. would 
have charged him, to affaffinate the; 
marechal de Montmorency, when 
in prifon, De Thou, b. Ixi. 
* Francis de Dampierre, fieur de 
Lieramont or Lierment, . 
+... fieur d'Edouville, . eee 
Boutillier, fieur de Mouffy, 


° 
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it were loft for want of this payment. 
menace had little effect on him. 

Fortunately for the king, a retention of urine 
delivered him, a few days after, from fo bad a fub- 
je. And it is worthy of obfervation, that this 
man, who was pofiefied of more than four millions, 
or rather of all the money in the kingdom, which 
he dilpofed of almoft abfolutely ; more fplendid in 
his equipages, his furniture, and his table, than 
the king himfelf, was not yet abandoned by his 
phyficians, when his relations, who had always 
feemed to bear him great affection, his domeftics *, 
and fome others, under the title of creditors, pil- 
-Jaged him with fuch eagernefs, and fo completely, 
that a long time before he expired there was no- 
thing left but bare walls in the chamber where he 
Jay ; as if fortune thought fit to finifh with him at 
leaft by an act of juftice +. 

The king returned to Paris to treat of a truce, 
which the duke of Lorrain requefted inftantly ; and 
of an accommodation with the duke of Guife, who 


But this 


* He had no children by Char- “ 
lotte Catherine de Villequier, his ‘‘ 
wife, “‘ Henry IV. playing atten- 
“€ nis with M. D’O, made himob- “ 
‘€ ferve that the marker ftole their ‘* thoufand franks to fpend, Ma- 
balls, and afrerwards called to ‘ dame was not at all forry for it, 
him witha loud Voice, “ D’O, ‘ becaufe he almoft ftatved her: 


him properly; M. le Grand, his 
good friend, was almoft diftrac- 
ted for his lofs; for he allowed 
him every year one hundred 


ee 


** you fee that all the world cheats ‘ 


66 


us.” J.e-Grain, b. vii. 

+ “ If,’ fays M. de Grillon, 
each muft give in his accounts 
above, I believe that poor D’O 
will find himfelf much at a lofs 
to find good documents for his. 
It was faid that he died very 
much in debt, more than he was 
worth; and that there were five 
and twenty or thirty officers in 
his houfe when he died. The 
treafurers regretted him extreme- 
ly, and called him their father: 
it was even faid, that three of 
them gave each fifty. crowns to 
Collo to encourage him to drefs 
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thofe of the religion regretted 
him as little, for he wifhed them 
no good. Madam de Liancourt 
mourned for him, becaufe fhe 
could do with him as fhe pleaf- 
ed ; and if he kept her in favour 
with the king — M. Seguier, 
the dean, who affifted him to 
the laft, as likewife did his bro- 
thers, repeated to him, as he was 
dying, Have mercy on me, O God. 
Some of the laft words he fpoke 
were, Remember me to his ma- 
jefty ; he will know better, after 
my death, wherein I have been 
of fervice to him, than he did 
while I lived.” L’Etoile, ibid. 
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1594. folicited it by the duchefs * of Guife, his mother, 
LV the king’s coufin-german, and mademoifelle De 


Guile, ae fitter. it muft be confefled, that of all 


thofe perfons who had been in arms againft the 
king, the duke of Guife deferved moft indulgence. 
To The common motives of religion and indepen- 
dence, which feemed to authorife all things, he 
joined that of a father aflaffinated by the command 
of the prefent king’s predeceffor. It was madam 
De Guife, his mother, whofe perfuafions chiefly 
induced him to take this ftep: fhe was continually 
reprefenting to her fon, that the revolt of the prin- 
ces and nobility of the kingdom, which in the be- 
ginning was juftified by religion, became criminal 
after Henry had removed the only obftacle that 


could hinder him from enjoying his right of inhe- 


ritance to the crown. : | 
In any other age, which had not, like this, loft 
every diftinétion between virtue and vice, this wo- 
man would have been the ornament of her fex, for 
the. qualities of her heart and mind. Her whole 
conduct was regulated by a native rectitude of foul ; 
fo that it was cafy to fee that fhe had not even the 
idea of evil, either to act, or to advife it: and at 
the fame time of fo fweet a difpofition, that fhe ne- 
ver was fubjected to the fmalleft emotion of hatred, 
malignity, envy, or evenill humour. No woman 
ever ‘pofleffed fo many graces of converfation, of 
added to a wit fo fubtil and refined, a fimplicity fo 
artlefs and agreeable. Her repartees were full of 
falt and fprightlinefs; and the pleafing, as well-as 
greater qualities, fo happily blended in her compo- 
fition, that. fhe was, at once, tender and lively, 
tranquil and gay. It was not long before the king 
became perfectly well acquainted with the:character 
of this lady; and from that moment he not only 
forgot all his refentment, but alfo behaved towards 


. t Catherine’ of Cleves, wife to at Blois. Charles of Lorrain, duke 
the duke of Guife who was killed of Guife, 
her 
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her with all the familiarity and franknef of a fin: 1594. 
cere friend. He confented to give the neceflary vus 


paffports to the fieurs De la Rochette, Perigord, 
and Bigot, whom the duke of Guife fent to pro- 
pofe his demands ; and, wholly fubdued by the in- 
ftances of thefe two ladies, named, on his fide, three 


agents to treat with the duke: thefe were the chan- — 


cellor De Chavigny, the duke de Retz, and Beau- 
heu-Rufé, fecretary of ftate. 

Thefe three perfons, to fhew their great fkill in 
negotiating, began at firft by ufing all thofe turns 
and artifices which policy has unfeafonably intro- 
duced in the place of that frank and open conduét, 
that without deceiving any one, produces the fame 
effect. Their conferences lafted ten days fuccef- 
fively ; yet at the end of this time the fmalleft pre- 
liminary was not fettled. Madam de Guife, who 
was tortured by thefe affected delays, came one day 
into the king’s apartment, when his majefty did me 
the honour to converfe with me, holding my hand ; 
and turning the difcourfe upon the treaty with her 
fon, fhe complained to the king, with her ufual 
gracefulnefs, but mingled with a little impatience, 
that he had employed three men, ‘ who go,” faid 
fhe, ‘‘ three different roads to reach no end; the 
‘ firft, by never faying more than thefe words, We 
“6 muft confider ; We muft advife; Let us do better: 
** the fecond, by not underftanding himfelf, al- 
_ *© though he fpeaks continually: and the third, by 
© never ceafing to find fault.” This was, in rea- 
lity, the true character of the three negotiators, 
This lady,  fuffering herfelf to be wholly tranfport- 
ed by her zeal for the king, and tendernefs for her 
fon, taking his: majefty’s hand, which fhe kiffed, 
notwithftanding Henry’s endeavours to the contra- 
ry, fhe conjured him to receive the returning alle- 
giance of the duke of Guife, and give her the con- 
folation to fee her family reftored to the favour of 
their king. She fpoke with an effufion of heart fo 
_ itrong and lively, that the king, affected by it even 
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to tears, could not hinder himfelf from anfwering, 
‘ Well, coufin, what is it you defire me to do? 
‘I can refufe you nothing.” ‘* All I defire,” re- 
plied fhe, “is, that you will name the perfon whofe 
‘ hand your majefty holds to treat with my fon.” 
‘ What!” returned the king, “this wicked hu- 
‘ guenot. Truly I grant him you very willingly, 
although I know that he is your kinfman, and 
é that he has a very great friendfhip fer you.” 
That very moment he took away the cognifance of 
this affair from the three commiffaries, and caufed 
a commiffion, under the great feal, to be given to 
me; not only for fettling the treaty with the duke 
of Guife *, but alfo for the affairs of the whole 
province of Champaigne. It may be eafily ima- 
gined, that after this the chancellor bere me no 
good-will; but it is the part of an old and artful 
courtier, to appear fo much the more obliging and 
refpectful to thofe who are in favour, as the refent- 
ment he harbours againft them in his heart is fevere 
and lafting. Chiverny +, indeed, excelled in this 
art. 

The duke of Guife had begun with very extra- 
vagant propofitions, which if he had infifted upon, 
would have rendered his treaty ineffectual. Doubt- 
lefs, he was induced to make them, through his 
knowledge of thofe perfons to whom he was. re- 
ferred: he thought, that to obtain fomething he 


a 
[A 


A 
nm 


_muft demand a great deal. He claimed no :lefs 


than the poft of high fteward of the king’s houf- 
hold, which the count of Soiffons had been in pof- 
feffion of ever fince the affaffination of the duke of 
Guife, when it was beftowed upon him; to poñefs 
the government of Champaigne, which had like- 
wife been given to the duke of Nevers; to enjoy 
alfo the benefices of his uncle, the dovthinad of Guile, 


* See M, De Thou, b, exi. who + Philip Hurault de Chiverny,, , 


gives himfelf fome fhare in this ac- “chancellor of France, died ia 159 95- 
commodation with the duke of aged 72, 
Guife, 
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particularly the archbifhopric of Rheims; then ac- 1504. 
tually poflefled by M. Du-Bec, a relation of Ma- wew 


dam De Liancourt, the king’s miftrefs. : He added 
feveral other articles; but thefe pra gave rile to 
the greateft difficulties. The duke of Guife, being 
informed of the change of the commiffioners,, re- 

folved immediately to leflen the extravagance of 
his demands; and wrote to the duchefs, his mo- 
ther, and to his agents, to conclude a treaty with 
me upon reafonable conditions, and even at any 
price whatever. He had foon after a new induce 
ment to finifh the treaty, as foon as poffible, which 
I was ignorant of : he had difcovered that the city 
of Rheims (the moft confiderable prefent he had to 
offer the king) defigning to make a merit of return- 
ing to its obedience voltintarily, had folicited the 
re{t of the province to do the like; and had alrea- 
dy drawn great part of it into their views. The 
duke of Guife, to prevent this inconvenience, hav- 
ing attempted to place a garrifon there, the inha- 
bitants declared that they would guard the city 
themfelves ; and this -refufal caufing a debate, they 
anfwered the duke’s menaces by others no lefs 
haughty. 

After the fecond conference I had with the duke’s 
agent, there was no mention either of the poft of 
high fteward of the houfhold, the government of 
Champaigne, or of the benefices ; and thofe three 
obftacles being removed, I faw very little difficulty 
remaining. I propofed to the king, the drawing 
_ the duke of Guife from Champaigne, to fix him in 
Provence, by giving him that government for a 
recompence; fo that, his intereft there being united 
with that of Lefdiguieres, and Ornano, who fup- 
ported the king’s party againft the duke of Eper- 
non, they might at once join to reduce the power 
of that formidable fubje@. The king confented to 
this fo much the more willingly, as by the manner 
in which the family of Guife aéted with him, he 
judged he might depend upon their fidelity; and, 
HOT’ 4 C33 he 
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1594. he ordered me to conclude with him upon this plan. 
Sr I made the propofal to the duke’s agents, and, upon 


reiterated commands from his majefty, ufed fo much 
diligence in fettling all other matters, that the next 


evening the treaty with the duke of Guife was con- 


cluded and figned by me for the king, and by ma- 
dam de Guife, and the duke’s three commiffioners, 

for him. | 
The next day fix deputies from the city of Rheims 
arrived at Paris; and, addrefling themfelves to me, 
told me that the king needed not beftow any great 
rewards upon the duke of Guife, not only becaufe 
Rheims was no longer in his power, but becaufe the 
inhabitants were ready to deliver him up to the 
king. They did not require to be introduced to 
his majefty, but faid that they would be fatisfied 
with his approbation inywriting, or only mine; 
fubmitting it to the king to grant them what re- 
compence he fhould think fit: and ended with of- 
fering me, according to cuftom, a prefent of ten 
thoufand crowns, which I neither could, nor would 
accept of. I thanked them, in the king’s name, 
for their good-will; and aflured them that he would, 
with great pleafure, receive this teftimony of it, 
I deferred giving them an anfwer, till I had re- 
ceived orders from his majefty, to whom I went 
immediately to relate all that had paffed. The king 
was at thac time in his clofet, from whence he made © 
every one but Beringhen depart, and liftened to me 
walking, often fhaking his head, and fmiling, 
through a reflection on the natural levity and in- 
conftancy of the people. He afterwards took me 
afide to the window, and defired me to tell him 
what terms I was upon with the duke of Guife. 
As foon as I had informed him that the treaty was 
concluded, he did not hefitate a moment whether 
or not he fhould obferve it; but he would not, 
however, appear infenfible of the affection of the 
city of Rheims. I introduced the deputies to him, 
whom he thanked as became a king, beftowing 
upon 


Book VII. PIS U EB. Tey: 


23 


upon them a very confiderable reward, with an air 1504. 
fo gracious, that they returned full of joy and ad- WWW 


miration. | 

Thetreaty with the duke of Guife being with 
the ufual form figned by * Gévres for the king, the 
duchefs and mademoifelle de Guife demanded his 
majefty’s permiffion for the duke to come himfelf, 
and affure him of his obedience. { wrote to him 
to feck for no other fecurity than that permiflion: 
and he made no fcruple to comply with my injunc- 
tions. He affembled as many of his friends as he 
could, and came and threw himfelf at the king’s 
feet, with fo many marks of a fincere repentance, 
that the king, who penetrated into his inmoft foul, 
inftead of reproaches, or a filence which on fuch 


occafions is more terrible than the fevereft re- 


proaches, made ufe of all his endeavours to reaffure 
him: he embraced him three feveral times, ho- 
noured him with the name of nephew, treated 
him with the greateft tendernefs and freedom, and 
without affecting either to avoid or recal what had 
paffed, mentioned the deceafed duke of Guife with 
honour. He faid that they had been friends in their 
youth, although often rivals for the fame ladies; 
and that the duke’s good qualities, and a confor- 
mity of difpofition, had united them in a fixed a- 
verfion to the duke of Alençon. A friend, who 
endeavours to reconcile himfelf to his friend after a 
flight quarrel, could not have behaved otherwife ; 
and all thofe that were witnefles of this reception, 
could never fuficiently admire a king, who, with 
fo many qualities to infpire fear, employed only 
thofe that created love. 

The duke of Guife, abfolutely gained by this 
difcourfe, replied to the king, that he would ne- 
glect nothing to render himfelf worthy of the ho- 
nour his majefty did the memory of his father, and 


+ * Lewis Potier de Gévres, fecne- from Nicolas Potier de Blancmenil 
tary of ftate. From himis defcend- hjs elder brother, that of Novion. 
¢d the branch of the Gévres ;"and \ 
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1594. . the fentiments he was pleafed to eatertain of him- 
wy felf: and from that time he took fuch care to con- 
vince him that his refpeét and fidelity to him would 
continue inviolable, that the king, forgetting all 
which any other, in his fituation, would have ap- 
prehended from the raifing again.a family which 
had made kings tremble, lived with him familiarly, 
and admitted. him with the other courtiers into all 
his parties of pleafure: for fuch was the character 
of Henry, that that exterior gravity, which the 
royal dignity makes it neceflary to affume, never 
hindered him from refigning himfelf up. freely to 
pleafures which an equality of conditions fpreads: 
over fociety. The truly great man knows how to 
be by turns, and as occafions require, whatever he 
ought to be, mafter, or equal, king, or citizen: 
it is no diminution of his greatnefs, to unbend him- 
felf in private, provided that he fhews himfelf, in 
his public character, capable of performing all the 
duties of his high ftation : the courtier will never 
_ forget that he is “with his matter. 
| Madam de Guife entering the king’s apartment 
fome days after, when the duke of Guife prefented 
the napkin to his majefty for a light repaft which he 
made in the afternoon, fhe again took occafion to 
exprefs her gratitude to him for his goodnefs to her 
fon, and told him, with a lively emotion, that if 
ever the duke of Guife was deficient in his duty and 
obedience, fhe would difinherit him, and difown 
him for her fon. The king, running to embrace 
her, affured her that he, on his fes would ever 
preferve for the duke, and his whole family, the 
tendernefs of a father. 

The treaty I had juft concluded with the duke 
se Guife did not fail to be loudly exclaimed againft. 
His own particular enemies, and that fort of people 
which {warm about a court, who have no other bu- 
finefs than to decry the conduét of perfons in place, 
united themfelves againft me, and being fecretly 
fupp: orted by thofe from whom the cognizance of 
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this affair was taken, proclaimed every where, that 1504. 
I undertook this commiffion only to pleafe madam es 


de Guife. The duke of Epernon was not filent 
on this occafon; and whenever the duke of Guife 


and he were mentioned together, he conftantly — 


faid, that I had offended us one without caufe, to 
oblige the other againft all reafon, ‘Thefe difcourfes 

were fo often repeated to the king, that he was at 
latt made to believe, I had At with rather toa 
much precipitation: however, he was not difpleafed 
with me uponsthat account. 

It was not difficult for me to juftify myfelf; 
which I did by an apology in writing, and prefent- 
ed it tothe king. I there defended my conduct 
with the following reafons: That the king could 
not poffibly grant the three articles before mention- 
ed, without giving difguft to a great many other 
perfons ; notwithftanding which, he would have 
been obliged to grant them, if he had not had a 
government to beftow upon the duke, which was 
the leaft recompence he could expect, after re- 
figning Champaigne, and yielding up fo many o- 
ther claims: that with regard to the government 
which was given him, no other could be chofen, 
from whence fewer bad confequences might be fear- 
ed, than from. Provence*. For upon a fuppofi- 
tion that. the duke of Guife might hereafter be- 
come capable of forgetting the new oath of alle- 
giance he had taken, “there was little danger to be 
apprehended from him in a province which had no 
communication with Lorrain, the Low Countries, 
and Burgundy. efpecially: on the .contrary, al- 
though none of the duke’s demands had been com- 
plied’ with, except the continuing him in the go- 
vernment of Champaigne, yet by that, the danger 
of perpetuating the war in thofe countries was in- 
curred: That ir was the king’s intereft to relerve 


*-The government was  after- of Picardy from the duke d’Elbeuf, 
wards taken from him by cardinal and that of Burgundy from the 
Richelieu ; whe likewile took that duke de Bellegarde, 


to 


26 


ME M OIR S Book VII. 


1594. to himfelf the power of beftowing the government 
use of Champaigne upon a man who fhould be not 


only eus attached to his fervice, but whofe in- 
tegrity likewife fhould be fo well known, that the 
rebels in Burgundy might defpäir of ever bringing 
him to favour their views. With regard to the 
conveniency of fixing upon Provence for the duke 
of Guife, I added that argument relating to the 
duke of Epernon, which I have already touched 
upon. I recalled to the king’s remembrance, in a 
few words, the many occafions of complaint this 
man had given him, his repeated revolts, his in- 
trigues to difengage all the catholics from his ma- 
jefty’s party, his infolent boaft that he would never 
acknowledge any fupericr in his government, his 
laft proceedings at Villemur, and many other cir- 
cumftances which certainly would do no honour to 
the hiftory of this imperious fubject. It was op- 
pofing one leader of the league by another, whom 
a thoufand motives, befides that of his own inte- 
reft, which ought always to be regarded as the 
moft powerful, concurred to regulate his conduct 
by a fyftem quite contrary to his former views. 
Without dwelling upon the orders his majefty 
had given me with: regard to the duke of Guile, 
nor the danger of a longer delay; although the 
treaty with him had not been fo advantageous as it 
was eafy to prove it was, I reprefented to the king, 
that he could not act rigoroufly towards a man, 
who had fo fteadily refufed all the offers and moft 
flattering promifes from Spain, the dukes of Sa- 
voy, and Lorrain, and the other enemies of the 
ftate *, to prevail upon him to continue a war, 
which, however fhort a time it had lafted, would 
have been a greater inconvenience to him, than all 
e had granted to the duke of Guife. Nor ought 
it to be thought a matter of little confequence 


. ™ The duke of Guife was hated hand, in a tumult, the fieur de Se. 
by the league, efpecially fince the Paul, his field lieutenant, who was 
time he bad killed with his own much beloved by them, 
| (what- 
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(whatever his and my enemies could fay) to gain 1594. 
over a man whofe name and birth would always tens 


procure him a powerful party. J agree with them, 
if they pleafe, that this lord made after all but an 
inconfiderable facrifice of unjuft claims, and un- 
certain expectations; nay I will reduce it lower, 
and afcribe it all to the king’s generofity ; yer, if 
by that means he bound to his intereft, not a fingle 
man only, but a family refpectable for their alli- 
-ances, their riches, and influence, it cannot be 
called an ufelefs generofity. 

The king was ftruck with thefe reafons, and 
feemed greatly furprifed at my exact knowledge of 
Epernon. He did not think it proper to permit 
this writing to be publifhed, becaufe of the truths 
it contained, which it was not yet time to reveal. 
I fubmitted, without any difficulty, for I never gave 
myfelf much trouble about the efforts of envy, 
having always looked upon that paffion as an incu- 
rable difeafe. The duke of Guife’s whole condu& 
for the future made a ftill better apology for me: 
he began his government by fo clear and abfolute 
a declaration of his fentiments, that the feditious 
were deprived of all hopes of ever being able to 
feduce him. In all occafions wherein the king’s 
fervice, or the good of the ftate, required his affitt- 
ance, he behaved with equal firmnefs and prudence. 
The reduction * of Marfeilles, which was with 


* This town was upon the point 
of being delivered up to the king 
of Spain, by two of its burgeffes, 
named Charles Cafault, and Lewis 
D’ Aix; when the duke of Guife 
found means to make himfelf maf- 
ter of it, by intelligence held with 
Peter and Bartholomew Libertat, 
two brothers, who were alfo bur- 
geffes of the fame town. They 
flew Cafault, beat the troops of the 
Spanith fide, and let in, through 
the Porte-reale, the duke of Guife, 
who performed this enterprife with 
a great deal of conduct, See De 


Thou, b, cxvi. D’Aubigné, tom. 
Ill. liv. iv. chap. 52. Henry IV, 
upon receiving the news of the re- 
duétion of Marfeilles, faid, ‘ It 
“is now that I am king.” In 
the following campaign, the duke 
of Guife fhewed a great deal of 
valour, in purfuing the Spaniards 
as far as Gray ; and killed with 
his own hand, a trooper belonging 
to the enemy, who had given him 
defiance. Henry IV. embracing 
him, fpoke thefe words, ‘* Thofe 
‘ who find old examples of virtue 
‘© before them, muft imitate and 
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reafon thought one of the beft ftrokes of that kind, 
of Lefdiguieres, 
and the countefs of Sault, he fo well humbled the 
haughty Epernon, that he at laft obliged him to 
reftrain his rebellious difpofition ; and this proud 
fubject was feen to fubmit to the king’s mercy, and 
became one of his moft affiduous courtiers. 

I never was unwilling to do juftice to the duke 
of Epernon, to be among the firft to enhance the 
value either of his perfonal fervices, or thofe of his 


foldiers at Limoges, Saint-Germain, Ville-bois *, 


Chartres, Boulogne, Montauron, Antibes, and tg 
ven: at Villemur. J am forry that the fubject I 
treat on neceflarily engages me in a difcuffion which 
may leffen the advantageous opinions that have been 
conceived of him; but fince this is a place where 
nothing fhould be <dduaitalled or difguifed, what can, 
what ought to be thought of his “conduét in Pro- 


vence ? Certainly, to RM it all to a bigotry in 


his religion, is fhewing the utmoft favour to his 
reputation. His panegyritts, who fo loudly extol 
his moft inconfiderable actions, ought to be a little 
more moderate when they reflect on his frequent 
revolts, and acts of difobedience; or begin by e- 
{tablifhing it for a truth, that a fubjeét may be irre- 
proachable, yet fail in his duty to his king, and 
his country, introduce difcord and confufion to 
aratify his ambition, and give to violence the name 
of right. If any panegyrics are to be beftowed 
here, doubtlefs it is the king who merits them, 
who, after all thefe offences, received Epernon with 
open arms, and never excluded him from favours ; 


ce 


proaches which fr Memoirs give 
this duke: but he cannot be jufti- 


repeat them, for fuch as come 


after.” P. Matthieu, tom. II. 


liv.:1, Pw FOS. 

* See on each of thefe aétions, 
L’hift. de la vie du duc d’Epernon, 
printed at Paris, Ann. 1655. Vil- 
lebois is a town of Angoumois, 
which at this day is called La Va- 
lette. You may likewife confult 
the fame hiftory, as to the re- 


fied in every particular ; and even 
his own hiftorian looks upon it as 
impoffible. All that can be faid is, 
that. M. de Sully took pleafure to 
aggravate faults, which the laft 
years of. the duke d’Epernon’s life 
have almoft entirely effaced. 
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which in every refpect, confidering his bhaviour, y¢ 1604 


were indeed mere favours to him. 
After the death of D’O, there appeared among 
the candidates a man, who, it was immediately 
thought, would have the polt of fuperintendant ; 
this was Nicolas de Sancy *, who wanted neither 
capacity, nor experience, for that ftation. Sancy 
might be very properly called a man of wit, ufing 
this term in the fenfe that is generally given it, to 
denote vivacity, fubtilty, and quicknefs of appre- 
henfion. But, as it is very feldom found, that an 
excellent judgment is joined to thefe quali ties, 
- Sancy fpoiled them all by a degree of vanity, ca- 
price, and impetuofity, which fometimes rendered 
him infupportable. It is my opinion of thefe ftrong 
and lively imaginations in general, thar although 
they are commonly fubjeét to two great faults, 
which are too much fubtilty, and too little clearnefs 
in their ideas, and confufion and unfteddinefs in 
their fchemes, yet they ought not to be thought 
wholly incapable of bufinefs ; becaufe it often hap- 
pens, that they hit upon expedients which would 
have efcaped more cautious and phlegmatic minds : 
but there is almoft always occafion to watch over 
them, and to correct their errors. , 
Sancy had long, and ufefully ferved Henry the 
third, and the reigning king, both in Germany and 
Switzerland. He had infinuated himfelf into Hen- 
ry’s favour by great complaifance, a fubtle beha- 
viour, a refined art in heightening his pleafure, and 
by becoming neceffary in his affairs of gallantry. 
Hence it was that he lived with his prince upon 
terms of the greateft familiarity. That he might 
negle& nothing by which he thought he fhould 
make his court fuccefsfully, he inveighed, without 
ceafing, againit the ue gpl of the finances’; 
and, as a flatterer generally goes beyond his mark, 
in railing at the fuperintendant he could not help 
decrying likewife the fuperintendancy, as an em- 
# Nicolas de Harlay de Sancy.. slt 
ployment 
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1594 ployment ruinous to the ftate: by which he gave 
vs good reafon to call his wit in queftion. But he 


himfelf oppofed his advancement to this poft by 
an obftacle ftill gréater : he not only neglected to: 
pleafe madam De Liancourt *; then miftrefs to the: 
king, but alfo by an intemperance of tongue, to: 
which fuch perfons as he are very fubject, he had 
offended this lady on a very delicate occafion. | 

I know not whether the ftory I am going to re- 
late had ever any foundation in truth. However 
this may be, thus the ftory ran in Paris: His ma- 
jefty having fent Alibour, his firft phyfician, to 
vifit madam De Liancourt, who was indifpofed 
(this was in the beginning of his addreffes to that 
lady) at his return he told the king, that fhe was 
indeed a little difordered, but that he need not be 
uneafy, for the confequence wouid be very good. 
‘ But will you not bleed and purge her ?’’ faid 
the king to him. ‘ I fhall be very careful how 
‘© I do that,” replied the old man, with the fame 
fimplicity, ** before fhe has gone half her time.” 
How!” interrupted the king, aftonifhed and 
difordered to the laft degree: ‘ what is it you fay 
<¢ friend ? Surely you rave, and are not in your 
“ right fenfes.” Alibour fupported his affertion 
with good proofs, which the king thought he fhould 
deftroy, by telling him upon what terms he was 
with the lady.‘ I know not what you have done, 
€ or what you have not done,” replied the old 
phyfician with great compofure, and for a com- 
plete proof referred him to four or five months 
from that time. The king quitted Alibour in great 
rage, and went immediately to reproach the fick 
fair one, who, no doubt, knew well enough how 
to new drefs all the-good man had ignorantly faids 
for it was not perceived that any mifunderftanding 


* This was the fair Gabrielle, this marriage, which was not at all 
who was wife to Nicolas d'Amer- to her liking: but Henry IV. knew 
val, lord of Liancourt. She was very well how to hinder the corr. 
forced by her father, they fay, to fummation. . 

had 


Book VII. gee SPU) LUE Ÿ 


had happened between the king and his miftref. 
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It is certain, however, that the event was exactly VV 


conformable to Alibour’s prediétion : but it was 
‘thought that Henry, after a more ftriét examina- 
tion, was brought to believe that he had been mif- 
taken in his reckoning, fince, inftead of difowning 
the child which madam de Liancourt lay in of at 
Coucy, during the fiege of Laon, he acknowledged 
it openly, and had it baptifed by the name of 
Ceefar. , 4 
Sancy gave free {cope to his wit, in relating this 
ftory ; and did not forget the circumftance of * La- 
Regnardiere, who, having one day, as he faid, 
taken the liberty to inform his majefty of fome 
things that did not pleafe him, was foon after ba- 
nifhed the court, under pretence that he had quar- 
relled with the admiral +. Sancy found fomething 
to fay upon the death of the good man Alibour, 
and would have thought it more natural, if ic had 
not happened before the accomplifhment of his 
prediction. If he commented thus upon the birth 
of the fon, he did no lefs upon the whole conduct 
of the mother. Sancy proved, to his coft, what 
the malice of a woman, efpecially a king’s miftrefs, 
is capable of doing: Henry loved him, and wanted 
to raife him; and although he was inclined to fup- 
prefs the poft of fuperintendant of the finances, 
yet he would have preferved it, merely to have 


beftowed it upon him ; but madam De Liancourt 
knew how to prevent it. 


*  La-Regnardiere was a kind picion of its ending tragically for 


** of buffoon, half foldier, half 
** lawyer, and half gentleman,who 
** faid whatever came uppermoit.”? 
it is in this manner he is fpoken 
of in the adventures of the baron 
de Foenefte, liv. iv. ch, 7, where 
We find many more ftories related 
of him. 

t The Journal de L'Etoile, and 
the Confeffion de Sancy, confirm 
all this pleafantry, as alfe the fuf. 


old M. Alibour, the king’s firft 


phyfician, who was poifoned, they 
fay, by order of the king’s miftrefs : 
but all this is alledged without any 
proof. You may alfo read, on this 
head, what Sauval has told, on the 
faith of public report, and fatirical 
libels, touching the intrigues be- 
tween the fair Gabrielle and the 
duke de Bellegarde, 


Inftead 
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Inftead of a fuperintendant of the finances, his 


UV majefty compofed a council confifting of. eight 


perfons; thefe were, the chancellor de Chiverny, 
the duke de Retz, meffieurs de Belliévre (who was 
fucceeded by Matignon) de Schomberg, de Maifie, 
de Frefne (protected by madam De Liancourt) de 
La-Grange-le-roi, and de Sancy, who thought 
himfelf very happy to be one of the members * Sof 
this body. The king judged it neceflary to give 
this council, for form’s fake only, and without z any 
diftinGtion, a titular head, which was the duke of 
Nevers. This form of government of the financés 
lafted fome time, although with a few inconfider- 
able alterations, which I fhall mention. in their 
place: for the reader may expect in thefe Memoirs 
to fee whatever relates to the finances treated with 
all that clearnefs and extent which a man, who has 
fo long made them his ftudy and employment, is 
capable of giving: them. 

The king was convinced, in the fequel, that this 
new change in the council + was far from afford- 
ing that remedy the difeafe required : fmall as my 
experience was in thefe affairs, I eafily compre- : 
hended it. It is not the government of one man 
only by which the finances are thrown into confu- 
fion; fince it is an inconteftable truth, that, as 
they muft pafs through fome hands, the fewer that 
are employed, the lefs will be embezzled. The 
abufe lies in the choice of this man, and in the na- 
ture of the finances: and therefore, to have this 
office difcharged by many different perfons, is to 


perpetuate the evil. 


* M. De Thou and Perefixe fay, 
that M. de Sully was for fome time 
fuperintendant before M. de Rof- 
ny : which ought not to be under- 
ftood, in my opinion, but only of 
the authority which he affumed of 
himfelf among his fellow-counfel- 
lors, as M, de Sully tells us after- 
wards. The writers of that time 
agree, that nothing of certainty can 


If in the whole kingdom, it 


be faid as to the ftate of the coun- 
cil of the finances, till the time in 
which M. de Rofny was at leaft 
declared the chief. We run no 
rifque in believing all he fays on 
the head of the finances, 

+ Perefixe talks of this new 
form of the council of the finances, 
as M,deRofny, Ann, 1598, p.224 
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is difficult to find one fingle man fit for fuch an 1:94. 


employment, how can it be expected that a great UV 


number will be met with? Nor is the miftake lefs 
palpable in imagining that all thefe perfons bringing 
each of them one diftinguifhing good quality into 
their employments, the fame effect will be produced 
as from a man who unites them allin himfelf; fince 
that is to fuppofe, that this fingle good quality 
cannot poffibly be rendered ufelefs by the oppofi- 
tion of feveral bad ones, either in himielf or his 
affociates. In general, the predominant principle 
with which thofe perfons who are invefted with 
public employments enter upon the execution of 
them, is to raife and enrich then:felves and their 
relations. If this eager defire of riches is not felt 
by them at firft, it is infpired, increafed, and fti- 
mulated, by the great fums of money which pafs 
through their hands: amidft that dependance on, 
and mutual fear of, each other, every one repre- 
fents to himfelf integrity as a quality not only ufe- 
lefs, but hurtful to him; the honour of which is 
fhared by his collegues, the inconvenience wholly 
his own. The king was far from being fortunate 
in his choice of the members of this body: feve- 
ral of thofe who compofed it, befides being of 
a malignant difpofition, were in a fituation that ex- 
poled them to corruption : they had debts to pay, 
and domeftic wants to fupply. , 

His majefty deftined me a place in it, and had, 
for a long time, in his converfations with me, ex- 
prefled his defire that I-would make myfelf tho- 
roughly acquainted with whatever regarded the fi- 
nances ; but I could not poffibly fubmit to the im- 
perious behaviour of the duke of Nevers, who 
very unfeafonably affumed great confegæence to 
himielf from his quality of prince, in a place where 
it fiznified very little. One day, when his info- 
lence had exhaufled all my patience, I took the 
liberty to intreat he would remember, that the fa- 
mily of Bethune was in pofeffion of the earldom 
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1594. of Nevers before the fam:ly of Gonzague, A man 


wvy~ fwolen with the pride of anceftry could not poffi- 


bly receive a more fevere mortification. He of- 
ten repeated to thofe who would hear him, that 
my whole family were huguenots ; and, to anfwer 
my anecdote with another, faid, that he had feen 
my grandfather make a very mean figure at Ne- 
vers. I fuffered him to have his revenge, which 
could extend no farther than” keeping me out of a 
council where I had very little inclination to be 
with him; and this fatisfaction he had. The king 
who had many meafures to keep, told me, in a ve- 
ry obliging manner, that he was under a neceffity 
of deferring fome time longer the proof he intend- 
ed to give me of his friendfhip ; and I waited for 
it without murmuring, fatisfied with the poft of 
fecretary of ftate, with a falary of two thoufand 
livres a year, and a penfion of three thoufand fix 
hundred more, which the king beftowed upon me. 

Perfons of the leaft difcernment being convinced 
of the neceffity there was to introduce a reforma- 
tion into the finances, the new council were at firft 
defirous of this honour ; and a fcheme for that 
purpofe was propofed by thofe amongft them who 
moft valued themfelves for their penetration and 
method. Thefe were Frefne and La Grange-le-roi. 
But after they had produced a very large volume 
upon this affair, it happened with that, as with the 
moft part of fyftems that have been or may be in- 
vented; nothing more eafy in fpeculation, in prac- 
tice nothing more difficult: and the king, whom 
they had flattered with mighty hopes, found every 
thing in the fame condition as before, at the end 
of the year which he had paffed at Paris, expect- 
ing daily the effect of their promifes. 

He was retained there to more purpofe by the 
treaty with Lorrain, which, entirely forfaking 
Spain, concluded a league offenfive and defenfive 
with France. Sancy’s fervices were of great ufe in 
this treaty ; and to him almoft all the honour of it 

was 
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was due. 


35. 


The king was no longer at a lofs for 1594. 


employment, after the duke of Bouillon arrived at ar 


Paris; he came in perfon to prefs the execution 
of thofe fchemes he had entertained me with at Se- 
dan, particularly a declaration of war againft Spain, 
which he made the bafis of his advancement in the 
Low Countries. He ufed fuch plaufible arguments 
for it, that, after the example of the courtiers *, 
he did not fcruple to propofe it in full council. 
He found there two different parties who did not 
approve of this war: thofe in whom a rooted at- 
tachment to Spain and the league ftill remained, 
and they were not few in number ; and thofe who 
thought a war, in the prefent weak and exhaufted 
{tate of the kingdom, was very unfeafonable. Thefe 
Jaft had few partifans, but ftrong reafons on their 
fide, if any one would have lif tened to them. 

I would not incur the reproach of filence upon 
this occafion. I ufed every argument my reafon 
could fugeett, to diffuade the king from this wars 


but this” prince, whom a natural propenfity drew « 


always a little to that fide, thought he had now 
found the opportunity he fought for, to revenge 
himfelf upon a neighbour who had made it his 
endeavour to maintain the flame which confumed 
the heart of his kingdom. He was fure of troops 
from Lorrain: England and Holland, by their am- 
baifadors, gave hopes of a powerful diverfion s 
and, according to the duke of Bouillon, a fingle 


# M. de Thou makes no doubt 
but the duke de Bouillon was the 
principal author of this war: and 
his hiftorian entirely agrees, that 
in giving this counfel he far lefs 
confulted the adv: intage of the ftate, 
and the glory of the king, than his 
own perfonal intereft, and that of 
the calviniftical party, who necef- 
farily wanted a war, in order to 
obtain the favourable terms which 
were granted them by the ediét of 
Nantz. , Notwithfanding the rea, 
fous for declaring war ag: aint § Spain, 


of which a minute detail may be 
feen in MSS. de la Bibliot. de Roi, 
Vol, marked 8955, and in the 
king’s declaration, that is fet down 
in tom. VI. of the Memoires de la 
Ligue: all good writers and judi- 
cious perfons are unanimoufñly of 
one veice, in favour of the duke 
de Sully’s opinion as to the preci 
pitation and imprudence with which 
Henry IV. conducted himfelf in 
this affair, the confeguences of 
which might have been a good 
deal more fatal ‘han they were. 
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word from him was fufficient to make all Luxem- 
bourg furrender : Sancy made great promifes in 
behalf of the Thirteen Cantons: all Franch- 
Compté lay open to their ravages. The king was 
determined by all thefe flattering appearances; and 
in January, the following year, war was declared 
in form againit Spain. 
That kingdom feemed to give herfelf very little 


trouble about this proceeding | ; and anfwered only 


by fhewing great contempt for Henry’s council, 
and for Henry himfelf, to whom fhe gave no other 
title than that of prince of Bearn. While fhe 
made preparations to defend herfelf, her emiflaries 
in France endeavoured to {pare her the trouble, by 
an attempt fo horrid, that it is fcarce credible fhe 
could have recourfe to it. | 

On the 26th of December, the king being 
then.at Paris, in his apartments in the Louvre *, 
where he gave orders to meflieurs de Ragny + and 
de Montigny |, who entered with a great number of 
other perfons; at the very moment when he ftoop- 
ed to embrace one of them, he received a wound 


in the face with a knife, which the murderer let 


fall as he was endeavouring to efcape through the 
croud {. I was prefent, and approached in an a- 


* According to others, in the 
chamber’ of the marchionefs de 
Monceaux, at the hotel de Schom- 
berg, behind the Louvre: but, in 
fact, it was neither at the Louvre, 
nor at the hotel de Schomberg, that 
this affair happened. A regifter 
belonging to the town-houfe at Pa- 
ris, quoted by Piganiole, tom. II. 
de la Defcription de Paris, fays, 
that the fair Gabrielle refided, in 
3695, at the hotel D’Eftrées ; and 
that it was at this place Henry IV. 
was wounded. This hotel was af- 
terwards called l'hotel du Bou- 
chage ; and was purchafed in 1616, 
by M. de Burelle, in order to lodge 
and accommodate the fathers of the 
oratory, who ftill continue there, 


+ Francis de la Magdelaine de 
Ragny. 

|| Francis de La-Grange de Mon- 
tigny. 

ft “ Immediately the king, whe 
‘ found himfelf wounded, look- 
6 ing round him, and feeing Ma- 
“ thurine, his fool, faid, The deuce 
€ take the fool: fhe bas wounded me. 
‘ But the, denying it, ran dire@tly 
“ to fhut the door, whereby fhe. 
was the occafion of preventing 
< this affaffin from making his e- 
** fcape ; who, upon being feized 
‘and afterwards fearched, drop- 
“ ed his knife, which was all over 
“* bloody’? Thus L’Etoile fpeaks 
of it. The MSS. de Ja Bibl. du 
Roi fay quite otherwife in vol.go33, 


gony 
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gony of grief, feeing the king all covered with 
blood, and fearing, with reafon, that the ftroke 
was mortal. The king removed our apprehenfions 
by acompofed and agrecable behaviour; and we 
perceived immediately | that his lip only was wound- 
ed; the ftroke having been aimed too high, the 
force of it was fLopped by a tooth, which ic broke. 
The parricide was CHOSE without any dif- 
ficulty, though he had mixed among the croud. 
He was a fcholar, named site Chatel ; and rea- 
dily anfwered, when he was interrogated, that he 
came from the college of the. jefuits, accufing 
thofe fathers with being the authors of his crime. 
The king, who heard him, faid, with a gaiety 
which en fuch an occafion few perfons could have 
been capable of, that he had heard from the mouths 
of many perfons, that the fociety never loved hii, 
and he was now convinced of it by his own. Cha- 
tel was delivered up to juilice * ; and the pro- 
fecutions againft the jefuits, which had been fuf- 
pended, were now refumed more vigoroufly than 


before, and terminated by the baaifhment of the 


namely, “ that the king, finding 
‘ himfelf wounded, fpoke thus to 
one of thofe two gentlemen, 
Ab, coufin ! you bave wounded me: 
and that he thereupon, throw- 
“€ img himfelf at his majefty's feet, 
‘€ replied, God forbid, fire, that I 
fhould entertain even a thought 
of hurting er wounding your 
majefty : I have no weapon a- 
* bout me but the fword by my 
fide.” M. De Thou fays, that 
the count of Soiffons feizing the 
aflaffin, {poke aloud to him, that it 
was one of them two who had given 
the blow ; and that the poignard 
was perceived to lie at his feet 
glittering by the light of the can- 
dies, Lib, iii 

* “ After having been put to the 
ordinary and extraordinary tryal 
upon the rack, which he en- 
dured without making any con- 
# fefion, and having made the 
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€ amende honorable, his hand was cut 
** off, holding in it the murderous 
‘€ knife with which he intended to 
** kill the king ; then bis flefh was 
** torn off with red-hot pincers, 
“ and he was drawn between four 
‘ horfes in the Place de Gréve 5 
‘ his body and members caft into 
“* the fre, and burnt to afhes, and 
*< the afhes thrown into the air. 
‘* The feur Chatel, the father of 
the parricide, was banifhedFrance 
for nine years, and for ever from 
*< the precinéts and jurifdiction of 
Paris, condemned to pay a fine 
* of four thoufand crowns, his 
6 houfe razed, and inftead thereof 
‘* a pyramid erected, containing 
‘€ the whole ftory of the fae,” 
L'Etoile, ibid, It is thought that 
the little fquare that lies before the 
Barnabites, is the fpot on which 
Chatel’s houfe fioed, 
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Father John 


LV Guignard + was hanged for his pernicious doétrines 


againit the authority and life of kings: John Gue- 
ret f, Peter Varade, ‘Alexander Mayus, Francis 
Jacob, and John Le-Bel, other members of the 
fociety, fufpected of being his accomplices, were 
obliged to make the amende honcrable, and con- 
demned to perpetual banifhment. 

This attempt confirmed the king in his refolu- 
tion to purfue the war with Spain. He drew a fa- 
vourable augury for his future fuccefs from the ad- 
vantage he gained in the firit acts of hoftility. As 
foon as the treaty between France and Lorrain was 
concluded, and the latter immediately, and with- 
out folicitation, difperfed her troops over Burgun- 
dy, under the conduc of Tremblecourt || and Saint 
George, and carried terror into every part of that 
province. On the other fide, the garrifon of Soif- 
fons, a place abfolutely devoted to the league, com- 
manded by Conan and § Bellefond, was almoft 
wholly cut off by Moufly |, D’Edouville, De 
Bays, and Gadancourt the lieutenant of my com- 


* € The jefuits, in obedience 
to the arret againft them, de- 
parted Paris, conducted by a 
ferjeant of the court: they were 
thirty-feven in number, part of 
whom were put into three carts, 
and the reft travelled on foot ; 
their procurator being mounted 
on a little nag,”’ &c. L’Etoile, 


general the whole fociety. It isa 
glaring calumny in Morifot, to 
have advanced, chap.33. that Fran- 
cis Jacob, to whom they had told 
that Henry IV. was juft affaffinated 
by Chatel, boafted that he would 
have difpatched this prince, if he 
had not been prevented by Chatel, 
I know of no hiftorian who has 
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ibid. . 

+ He would not make the amende 
honorable to the king, alledging that 
he had not offended him. Cayet, 
ibid, 

Ÿ Here the author is miftaken, 
John Guerct was, by an exprefs 
arret, condemned to perpetual ba- 
nifhment ; but there is no exprefs 
mention made of Peter Varade, 
Alexander Mayus, &c. who were 
comprifed with all the reft, and 
without being particularly named 
in the ariet, which profcribed in 


faid any fuch thing. 

|| — D’Auffonville, fieur de St. 
George, and Lewis de Beauvau, 
fieur de Tremble-court, both gen- 
tlemen of Lorrain. 

§ Eernardine Gigault de Belle- 
fende. 

4 On the 25th of February, in 
the plains de Villers Coterets in 
Vallois. The baron de Conan is 
called Conas or Conac, in M. De 
Thou: and inflead of Bays, you 
mutt read it Beyne, 
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pany. The duke of Montmorency *, to prove 1594. 
himfelf worthy of the dignity of conftable, which sv 


he had lately been invefted with, fell upon Dau- 
phiny, the Lionnois, and Brefle, with a body of 
four thoufand foot, and four hundred well difci- 
plined horfe ; drove out from thole places the re- 
‘mainder of the troops belonging to the dukes of 
Savoy, and Nemours, took Vienne by compofition 
from Dizimieux, who was governor of it for the 
duke of Nemours, and afterwards Montluel. Ma- 
rechal Biron, after the expedition at Beaune, made 
himfelf mafter of Nuys, Autun, and Dijon +, 
The duke of Bouillon, as foon as war was pro- 
claimed, entered Luxembourg, where, with the 
affiftance of count Philip of Naflau, he defeated 
eight or ten parties of horfe, under the command 
of Mansfield. | 

Henry did not doubt but that, by uniting all 
thefe feparate bodies into one army, he fhould 
make whatever province he conducted it into 
tremble. It is certain that if he did this, he could 
not make a ftand every where as before; but the 
expectations his majefty formed from his firft pro- 
ject, made him refolve to prefer it. Having the 
choice of entering Picardy, Champaigne, or Bur- 
gundy, he determined upon the laft, where mei- 
fieurs de Montmorency, Biron, and Sancy, gave 
him hopes of great fuccefs. Their fecret motives 
for calling him thither were thefe. 

The conftable Montmorency had been alarmed 
by the great preparations he faw made by Spain 
in Lombardy, where the conftable of Caftile had 
orders to quit the Milanefe, however neceflary his 
prefence might be in that country, to enter France, 
and make fome bold attempt theie, after he fhould 
be joined by the count de Fuentes, general of the 


* Henry the fecond fon of the + See all thefe different expedi- 
conftable Anne de Montmorency, tions into Burgundy, in De Tho 
who was made conftable in the and D’Aubigné, Ann, 1595. 
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Spanifh troops in the Netherlands. Montmorency 


WVN therefore apprehended that all thefe troops would 


fall upon him. Marecha! Biron, who was in the 
fame quarters, where, after feizing the city of Di- 
jon, he had attacked the caftle of it, and that of | 
Talan, both cf great ftrength, was afraid, like- : 
wife, that he fhould be obliged to raife the fiege if 
he was not affifted, 

As to Sancy, his views were to advance:his own 
reputation by the conqueft of Franche-Comté, to 


“which he was inceflantiy endeavouring to perfuade 


the king, Convinced by his own experience of 
madam de Liancourt’s power, he fought to make 
her … this project: but the terms he was 
upon with this lady not permitting him to pro- 
pofe it to her himfclf, he concealed his own inte- 
reft in the affair, and madeufe of the interpofition 
of others. He caufed it to be hinted to +4 chan- 
cellor de Chiverny, and,’ by his means, to a lady 
who could not fail of making her wh à re it to 
madam de Liancourt, that the king might eafily 
provide a noble inheritance for her fon Cæfar, by 
driving out the Spaniards from Franche-Comté, 
and giving him the poffeffion of it under the fove- 
reignty of the Thirteen Cantons, who would be 
induced by their own intereft to favour the attempt. 

Madam de Liancourt, I am perfuaded, could 
not flatter herfelf with the hope of gaining the 
king’s confent to fo ridiculous a fcheme ; and durft 
not even communicate it to him, though this 
prince’s paffion * for her was fo great,. that-he fuf- 
fered no one to be ignorant of it: but there need- 
ed no more to make him refolve upon a journey 
to Burgundy, than this lady’s joining herfelf to 
thofe who advifed him to it. Such is a court, 


t “ He went through Paris, And we may judge of the attach- 
having this lady by his fide; he ment of Henry IV. to this lady, 
took her with him to-hunt, and from the letters he writ to her: 
carefied her before all the which fee in the collefion newly 
“* world.” Journ. deL’Etoile, ibid, printed, 
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and thus are kings impofed upon: from whence 1594. 
they may learn, that, whatever ideas they nat ws 


have conceived of the wifdom and abilities of thei 
minifters, to judge truly of every tranfaction it is 
the fureft way to ftudy carefully the fecret incli- 
nations, intereft, and difpofitions of thofe who are 
neareft to their perfons. 

To remedy, in fome meafure, the inconvenien- 
cies which might arife from leaving the frontiers 
of Picardy expofed to the inroads of the Spanifh 
troops that were in Flanders, the king, who was 


not, like others, impofed upon by the great pro- 


mifes that England and Holland made hig, left 
meffieurs De Nevers, De Bouillon, De Villars, and 
De Saint Paul *, upon this frontier, with each a 
detachment under their command ; enjoining them 
to aflift each other upon occafion, and above ail 
recommending a good intelligence amongft them- 
felves. In cafe of a re-union, the duke of Nevers 
was appointed to command in chief. He provided 
with the fame wifdom and forelight for the affairs 
at home, by eftablifhing a council, which, befides 
the finances, was to take cognizance df all the 
treaties that were made with che provinces, cities, 
and governors; of all affairs relating to war ; and 
of the adminiftration of juftice throughout the 
kingdom. 

As foon as his majefty had publicly explained 
himfelf with regard to the forming this council, 
the count of Soiffons withed to be made prefident 
of it; and -began to infinuate fomething to that 
purpote i in the king’ s prefence. That | might re- 
move his refentment againft me for traverfing his 
marriage, I folicited this title for him, which was 
more honourable than effective, and in all appear- 
ance would be of fhort duration: but the king, 
whofe averfion for the count increafed every day, 
had already fixed upon the prince of Conti, and 


* Francis d’Orleans, count de St, Pau!, governor of Provence, 
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at dinner declared his purpofe before the whole 
court. Then turning to the count of Soiffons, he 
told him, that, knowing his difpofition to be 
turned wholly towards war, he would keep him 
about his perfon this campaign; and ordered him 
to get his company of gendarmes in readinefs to 
attend him. ‘The prince of Conti anfwered only 
with a profound bow, becaufe he expreffed him- 
felf with difficulty ; and the count of Soiffons did 
the faine, becaufe anger hindered him from fpeak- 
ing: all his majefty aid to him being accompanied 

Ain praifes of his valour, and an air of diftinétion 
mich forced him to appear fatisfied. 

The members of the new council were almoft all 
the fame that had compofed the former; to which 
were added three intendants, idatliowes Marcel, 
and Guibert : the number was afterwards augment- 
ed to eight, by joining to thofe three Incarville, 
Des-Barreaux, Atichy, Santeny, and Vienne, and 
a. fecretary named Meillant. Although the duke 
of Nevers was not now in the council, the king 
found no lefs difficulty in procuring me a place in 
this than in the former. He was afraid to pro- 
pofe it at firft, on account of the catholics, who 
could not fuffer a proteftant in power: but he 
broke through this obftacle three days afterwards ; 
and the reafon he gave for it to the other coun- 
fellors was, that the confidence which the prince 
of Conti had in me, rendered my affociation necef- 
{ary even to themfelves. 

The road his majefty was to take being through 
Moret, I attended him fo far, not fo much to re- 
ceive him there, fince madam de Rofny could 
have done that without me, as to have an oppor- 
tunity of conferring privately with this prince, and 
to receive. his late inftructions concerning affairs 
that might in his abfence be brought before the 
council, the members whereof did not long con- 
tinue in a ftate of friendfhip. My collegues, per- 
ceiving by the private difpatches I received oe 
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the king, that I was in poffeffion of his confidence, 1595. 
entered, through jealoufy, into a combination a- “y~~ 


gainft me, looking upon me as one who would 
carry away all the honour of every meritorious act 
that was performed by the council. They fought 
to difguft me, or to force me to filence, by joining 
in a conftant oppofition to all I faid; but, finding 
that notwithftanding this behaviour I fill perfifted 
to take my own meafures, they had recourfe to an- 
other ftratagem, and in our affemblies every affair 
was difcufled but what related to the finances, 
which was referred to private meetings, either at 
the chancellor’s or at Sancy’s; and there all was re- 
eulated without my participation. I did not dif- 
femble my thoughts of this collufion, but declared 
to them, that I. had no defire to mix in their de- 
bates; and, inftead of figning their decrees, pro- 
tefted againft them, and retired to Moret.. The 
~ members of the council, who could not even invent 
any pretence for the difguft they gave me, being 
afraid of his majefty’s reproaches, prevailed upon 
the prince of Conti himfelf to intreat me to return. 
Being always naturally incapable of flattery, or of 
difguifing my fentiments, I replied, that fince they 
did not rectify the abufes which had been introdu- 
ced into the finances, although they were fufficient- 
Jy acquainted with them, I would at leaft avoid the 
reproach of following their conduct, and would ftay 
at Moret, rather than be a witnefs of faults which 
I faw committed with impunity. 

The king, whom I informed of what had hap- 
pened to me, found fo much conformity between 
his fituation and mine, that he thought he could 
not confole me more effectually, than by complain- 
ing to me inhis turn. He had indeed moft ungo- 
vernable fpirits to deal with. The count of Soifions, 
who had followed him with reluctance, revenged 
himfelf by repeated inftances of his caprice and ill 
humour. But not all his endeavours could induce 
the king, however greatly he was offended, to oe 
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1595. der him to retire; which was the point he wifhed 
wv~ to bring him to: and he was at laft obliged to go 


of his own accord, upon a pretence fo very trifling, 
that it had fcarcely the appearance of one. À re- 
port being fpread that the conftible of Caftille was 
approaching, the king ordered the conftable de 
Montmorency, and harechal Biron, to bring up 
the two bodies of troops which they commanded : 
the count of Soiffons alledged that, by his poft of 
high fteward of the king’s houfhold, he had a right 
to the chief command of thefe troops in his majefty’ s 
abfence, and afferted his claim to it in his prefence. 
The king did not think proper even to requeft a 
favour of this nature from the conflable, and the 
marechal; and ufed his utmoft endeavours to banifh 
fo ridiculous a notion from the count’s mind. He 
folicited, he intreated him, as he would‘have done 
his fon or brother (thefe were his majefty’s own 
words) but in vain: the count, who did not err 
through ignorance, quitted him with a diflembled 
difcontent, and prevailed upon part of the foldiers 
under his conmand to do the like. ‘The king im- 
mediately difpatched letters to his council, to take 
proper meafures upon the count’s flight: the fame 
meffenger left one for me as he pafied by Moret. 
Henry did not yet know that L had retired thither; 
butswe had-agreed upon this expedient, to conceal - 
from my enemies the correfpondence I had with his 
najeft y. 
Three or four days after the receipt of this let- 


ter, my fervants informed me that fome foldiers | 


were juit arrived, who infifted upon quartering at 
Saint-Mamert, a village upon the confluence of the 
Seine and the Loin, dependant upon Moret, and 
diftant from it about a quarter of a league. I fent 
Camord to bring me intelligence who they were, 
and what was their defign. They not only ne- 
glected to fend me, by this gentleman, the ufual 
compliments upon thefe occafions, but likewife 
anfwered him jofplenthy: that they had a right to 

quarter 


i 


Book VI. of $ U Li ley 


4 


quarter in any place where their horfes began to be regs. 
fatigued, and all that could be required “of them ww 


was to do no mifchief.. They refufed to name their 
captains, arid only faid that they belonged to the 
count of Soiffons. That I might leave thefe of- 
cers no excufe for their rudenefs, I wrote to them a 
fecond time, telling them that, fince they belonged 
to the count of Soiffons, who honoured me with 


his friendfhip, they were welcome to quarter at 


Moret ; that I would provide them lodgings in the 
inns and houfes of the town’s people, “where they 
would have greater conveniency ; and juft hinted to 


them that I was fenfible of the manner in which 


they had received my deputy. Camord, whom I 
would have fent with this fecond meflage, told me, 
that it would have no other effect than to encreafe 
the infolence of thefe officers, who came with a pre- 
meditated defien to affront me ; which he confirm- 
ed by feveral other circumftances of his reception, 
that he had concealed from me before, to avoid a 
greater misfortune. Madam De Rofny, who was 
prefent at this relation, began to give way to fe- 
male fears ; and accufing Camord with imprudence, 
faid fhe had rather that the whole village of Saint- 
Mamert was laid in ruins, than fee me, for fo flight 
an occafion, at variance with the count, and ex- 
pofed to a conteft with his officers. 

I obliged my wife to be filent ; and after arreft- 
ing five or fix of the troopers, who came to get 
their equipages mended at Moret, and to purchafe 
provifions, 1 again fent Camord to thofe infolent 
officers. They received him ftill worfe than before, 
and hardly forbore laying hands on him; mingling 
great threatning with their complaints for the de- 
tention of their foldiers. It was no longer poffible 
to diflemble : and all that now remained to be done, 
was to affert my authority, yet with all imaginable 
moderation. topes twelve other troopers, who 


had juft entered Moret, to be arrefted ; and in two 


hours time aflembled an hundred and Gfy arquebu- 
fiers, 
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1595. fiers, thirty horfe, and thirty foot foldiers; with 
vs whom I marched to Saint-Mamert, by the road 


that leads to it by land, and which has a thick 
fhade of trees on each fide; while the reft of my 
troop purfued the fame rout upon the river, in a 
flat boat covered with planks, and arrived at the 
fame time with me under the houfes of the village . 
fituated near the river. The count of Soiffon’s 
party, feeing this double efcort, detached fome of 
their men to afk me what I meant by it? “ No- 
‘ thing, replied I calmly, but that this village be- 
ic longing to me, I come to quarter my foldiers 
‘ here.” The officers by thefe words underftood 
that I was not difpofed to yield tothem; and fent 
again to make excufes for what had happened, tel-- 
ling me that they had no defign to quarter in any 
place that belonged to me, without my permiffion; 
which the count of Soiffons would never pardon 
them for. In effect, they paid for what provifions 
they had bought, and remounted their horfes, with- 
out even demanding the prifoners, whom I fent 
aîter them as foon as they had reached Dormeilles. 
They thanked me, and offered me their fervice, 
which entirely removed my anger. I fent the of- 
ficers a dozen bottles of wine and two pies; after 
which I mounted my horfe, to go, in obedience to 
his majefty’s order, to confult with the prince of 
Conti upon the meafures neceflary to be taken with 
regard to the count of Soiffons’ defertion. 

This misfortune was very inconfiderable, com- 
pared to that which happened in Picardy. The 


_ jealoufy of command created a mifunderftanding 
. between the duke of Nevers and the duke of Bou- 


lon. The counts of Fuentes and Rofne, who 
commanded the Spanith troops, and were doubt- 
lefs informed of it, took advantage of their divifion, 
and laid fiege to Catelet and Cap:lle. The firft of 
thefe two places wanted provifions and ammuniti- 
on; and the fecond had a difhonourable governor: 


but the lofs of them was chiefly occafioned by the 
two 
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two French generals *, who, through hatred of each 
other, neglected to give them any “affiftance. 
Things were in this ftate, when the governor of 
Ham, a place belonging to the Spaniards, being 
difcontented with his garrifon, refolved to deliver 
up the caftle of Ham to the king, which would ne- 
ceffarily include the furrender of the city. He ad- 
dreffed himfelf to the duke of Longueville, and 
intreated him to fend him a powerful affiftance, 
having a very numerous garrifon to oppofe. The 
duke of Longueville acquainted his general officers, 
and the duke of Bouillon in particular, with the 
affair; who promifed him a fpeedy fupply. Upon 
this affurance, the duke of Longueville, that he 
might not by delay lofe fo favourable an opportu- 
nity, haftened immediately to Ham with d’Humi- 
eres +, followed by fome Picardine troops, and 
threw part of them into the caftle, and part in the 
adjacent places, endeavouring to reduce the city by 
{caling and petarding. The enemy’ ’s garrifon de- 
fended themfelves like lions, and repulfed them fe- 
veral times; and probably a fiercer action of this 
kind never happened. At length, the French ani- 
mated by the bravery of their. leaders, who found 
that it was in vain to expect any affiftance from the 
duke of Bouillon, attacked the trench next the 
caftle, carried it, and entered the city. The Spa- 
nifh garrifon received them there with great intre- 
pidity: being forced to give ground, they rallied 
again feveral times, and many little battles were 
fought in the fquares, crofs-ways, and even in the 
houfes; till they were all, to the number of a thou- 
fand or twelve hundred men, cut in pieces. But 
the French bought this advantage very dear; they 
loft thirty of their beft officers, among whom were 


* Brantome juftifies the duke de to wait for him; but the other 
Nevers concerning the defeat the commanders did not think proper 
French met with at Dourlens; and to do fo. Tom. III. p. 268. 
obferves that he advanced by long + Charles lord of Humieres, 
marches, and that he.ordered them 
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1595. Du Clufeau * and La Croix, and D’Humieres + him- 
unm felf, the beft and braveft officer in all Picardy. 


Meffieurs de Satnt-Paul, de Bouillon, and Vil- 
Jars, thought they could not better employ their 
troops, during this interval, than by raifing. the 
fiege of Dourlens, which had been attacked by Fu- 
entes and Rofne, after the taking of Catelet and 
Capelle. Theduke of Bouillon brought four hun- 
dred horfe, Viliars as many, and Saint-Paul five 
hundred; and their infantry confifted, in all, of 
two thoufand men, which they determined to throw 
into the city, if they failed of driving the befegers. 
from before it. | ane 

About half a league from Dourlens, Bouillon 
having fent fifty of his troop five hundred paces 
before him, to gain the fummit of a mountain, from 
whence they might have a full view of the city and 
the camp of the befiegers, four of their horfes, who 
preceded the others, perceived a body of the enemy 
coming directly towards them, between the camp 
and the hill. This was, in effect, their whole ar- 
my, in order of battle, which had got intelligence 
of our defign. But thefe four troopers, being hin- 
dered by their fear from making a perfect difcove- 
ry, made a falfe report to the duke of Bouillon, 
who, fuppofing it to be only.a detachment, haften- 
ed his march with his fquadron. Arriving at the 
top of the hill, he plainly faw his miftake. One 
party of one hundred horfe preceded two fquadrons 
of fix hundred each, which followed at the difiance 
of about a thoufand paces, and were fupported by 
three other fquadrons, confifting of an equal num- 
ber, and a body of feven or eight thoufand. foot. 
The hundred horfe, perceiving Bouillon, galloped 


towards him, followed at a great pace by the two 


* N. Blanchard Du Clufeau. dom lamented him: his life and 
+ Nothing can be added to the illuftrious ations fill the 893oth 
eulogium which M, De Thou gives vol. of the MoS. de la Bibliot, de 
this gentleman, he fays, book cxii. Roi. | 
that the king and the whole king- 
fir 
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firft fquadrons, ‘all armed 'cap-a-pie, and lances by 
their fides; which left him no room to doubt but 
that the French were difcovered, and that the 
would be obliged to engage, notwithftanding the 
inequality of their numbers, the Spaniards being 
ftronger by two thirds than they, unlefs he could 
conceal from them his little party. 

Bouillon, fending a gentleman to the admiral, 
to defire he would come immediately to his affift- 
ance; Villars, who was bravery itfelf, without an- 
fwering a fingle word, armed himfelf in the midi 
of his troopers, and making them put their helmets 
on, exhorted them no otherwife than by bidding 
them follow him ; and Bouillon faw him in an in- 
ftantat his fide. Finding him in fuch a good dif: 
pofition, he told him, that to prevent the enemy 
from difcovering their rear, it was neceflary to 
charge them with as much fury as poflible. The 
admiral-ftaid not to be defired a fecond time ; but, 
fuppofing that he fhould be vigoroufly affifted by 
Bouillon, advanced, through emulation, before his 
troop, and galloping intrepidly towards the enemy, 
fuddenly attacked the left wing, threw himfelf, with 
his piftol in his hand, amidft that foreft of lances, 
and carrying terror and difmay through the frft 
fix hundred horfe, would have cut them in pieces, 
and perhaps have gained ftill greater advantages, 
if he had been feconded with equal bravery: but 
Bouillon,:on his fide, made only a falfe attack ; 
after which: he wheeled, about and retreated, and 
has fince' conftantly maintained, that. it was this 
only which had been agreed upon between the * ad- 


* If we will not give credit to 
his biographer, let us believe M, 
De Thou, who éntirely clears the’ 
duke de Bouillon: he, moreover, 
fays, that the admiral de Villars 
Was acquainted by the count de 
Saint-Paul to retire; but that he 
did not take this notice for any o- 
ther than a kind of order of the’ 
duke de Bouillon, to which he re- 


Vou. Il, 


fufed to pay any regard, througha 
piece of vanity and bravery which 
cannot be excufed from the impus 
tation of temerity, liv, cxii. D’Aus 
bigné fpeaks in the fame manner as 
De Thou, tom, TIT. liv. iv, ch, 0, 
Lés Mem, dela Ligue, tom, vi, 
and Matthien, tom:11.1iv. 1. The 
opinion of Cayet is, that the admi- 
ral de Villars would willingly have 
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1595. miral and him, although all thofe who accompa- 
wy™ nied the latter have unanimoufly afferted, that he 


meant a true attack. 

This miftake, if it was one, had a confequence 
as fatal as might have been expected: the enemy’s 
fqauadron which Bouillon had attacked: and after- 
wards fhunned, was the firft to fall upon Villars, 


‘who was then conqueror of his own; and being that 


inftant joined by frefh troops, which came pouring 
on him in great numbers, his fquadron, being quite 
overwhelmed, could find their fafety only in flight. 
Villars, incapable of fear, and difdaining to turn 
his back upon the enemy, performed wonders with 


a few brave men who would not abandon:him ; but 


at laft, being attacked on all fides, and furrounded 
by the enemy, they were all thrown to the ground 
and expired, pierced with a thoufand wounds, or 
maffacred in cold blood *. 

Bouillon gained nothing by this facrifice of his 
collegue: the vidtorious enemy attacked his fqua- 
dron, the other, commanded by Saint-Paul, and 
the whole body of foot... Their leader had:not in- 
fpired them, by his example, with a refolution to 
defend themfelves. Bouillon and Saint-Paul fled 
with their cavalry, leaving the foot without any 
means of fafety; in effect, they were all cut off. 
After this, the befieged city in vain demanded to 
capitulate. The enemy, intoxicated with their good 
fortune, would liften to no propofitions, but ftorm- 
ed the ‘place while they were parlying, and inhu- 
manly butchered all they found in it. I:had this 


taken advantage of the advice 
which the duke of Bouillon caufed 
to be given him to retire, but that 
he was then too far engaged. 
Chron. Novenn: liv. vil. p. 504. 
* The admiral de Villars was 
among thefe laft : after having been 
made prifoner by fome Neapoli- 
tans, a Spanifh captain, named 
Contrera, entered on purpofe into 
a difpute with them about having 
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him, and he made a handle of their 
refufal, to.kill him. L’Etoile fays, 
that the hatred which the Spaniards: 
bore him, from the time that he 
quitted the party of the Jeague for 
that of the king, was the true caufe 
of his death. He gives him the. 
fame encomiums as M, De Rofny. 
Journ. de P, de L’Etoile, Ann. 


15931 


whole 


Book VIE or SULLY. 


bt 


whole relation sam La-Font, who, after the lofs 1595. 
of his mafter, returned to my fervice; and therea- “vr 


der may be affured that it is abfolutely true, fince 
this man deferves all the faith that is due to a man 
of honour, and an éye-witnefs of what he relates. 
He told me, that more than three thoufand French 
were loft upon this occafion; and, what is truly 
deplorable, more valiant men perifhed, than in 
thofe three great battles the king fought at Coutras, 
Argues, and Ivry: France, in Villars alone, fuf- 
tained an irreparable lofs; to the general grief of 
the kingdom, I joined mine in particular, for the 
lofs of a true and incomparable friend. 

‘Another letter, equally worthy of credit, from 
the fieur Baltazar; whom I had ‘charged exprefsly 
nor to omit the fmalleft circumftance relating to 
the actions of the king’s army; puts it in my power 
fo'inform the reader of all that paffed. In this re- 
cital he will, with great pleafure, behold a king 
whom the fente of royalty had not power to ARRET ; 
his fuccefles were fuch, in all their circumftances, 
as could be attributed to nothing but his own va- 
Jour and good conduét, and the glory of them was 
heightened by the oppefition of thofe misfortunes 
which happened in all places where he was not in 
périon. ‘Fhis campaign of Henry’s in Franche- 
Compté; in the opinion of the beft judges, exceed- 
ed all he had hitherto performed. — 

‘TE have béfore obferved, that marechal BH 
employed in afifting the ditizens of Dijon, who 
held the enemy’s garrifon befieged in their caftle. 
He arrived there very fortunately : the vifcount of 
‘Favannes * having brought a confiderable rein- 
forcement to this garrifon, the befiegéd became be- 
fiegers in their turn. The citizens, preffed on all 
fides, and reduced to the laft extremity, could only 
defend themfelves at the end of a ftreet to which 
they had retired, and had but one of the city-gates 


* John de Saulx, made a ma- lieutenant of Burgundy for the 
rechal of France by the Jeague,and duke of Maienne, À 
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in their poffeffion, when Biron came to their affift- 
ance, and reanimated their courage; they once. 
more drove out the vifcount Tavannes, and fur- 
rounded the catiles of Dijon and Talan *.. In the 
midit of thefe tranfactions Biron was informed that 
the duke of Maienne, fullof grief for the fuccefs of 
the king’s arms in Burgundy, had fo earneftly foli- 
cited she conftable of Caftille for afiftance, that the 
latter was upon the point of paffing the Alps, with, 
his Army, to enter Burgundy. . Biron, concealing 
this intelligence from the king, contented himfelt 
with only fending to intreat he would come.as foon 
as poffible to help him to reduce the ¢aftle of Di- 
jon. The king was come to Troyes when he re- 
ceived the marechal’s difpatches ;. and barely guef- 
fing at a circumftance which the marechal had an 
abfolute certainty of, namely, that the conftable of 
Callille, who, he fuppofed, would foon pafs into 
lenders, would. take Dijon in his way, to fettle 
there the affairs of the league with the duke of 
Maïenne, he marched thither haftily, and put every 
thing in motion, that hey; might find nothings 
more to do at their arrival. 
it is not to be doubted -but that.thefe two gene: 
rals might have ftill been able to have prevented 
the king, and: preferved the caftles of Dijon, had 
they not ftopped unfeafonably in their way to take 
Vefou, and fome ‘other little, places in Franche. 
Compté, which had been feized by the troops of 
Lorrain. To this voluntary delay neceffity after- 
wards added another at Gray, by. the overflowing 
of the river Saone, which made it impoffible for 
them to pais it. . To remove this obftacle, the con- 
ftable of Caftille caufed a bridge to be built over 
the river: but by his carrying on this work fo flow- 
ly, it feemed as if he was afraid of engaging him- 
felf in the heart of France, with fo many à rivers 


* About half a league from Dijon, where an Italian, named Fran- 


dub commanded, 
behind 
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behind him. The truth-was, this general already 
knew that he had the kine before him. 

When the king left Troyes he fent the count of 
Torigny * with eioht or nine hundred horfe before 
him; with which marechal Biron was extremely 
pleafed. Four days after, Henry himfelf arrived at 
Dijon, and, without difmounting, went immediate- 
ly to reconnoitre the outworks, and all the neigh- 
bouring places ; efpecially on that fide where the ene- 
my might be expected. He caufed deep trenches 
to be made, and by that means cut off all commu- 
nication between the two caftles. This done, the 
king perceiving that notwithftanding all the efforts 
he could make, the caftles might {till hold out à 
long time, he went, according to his ufual cuftom, 
with a {mall detachment to meet the enemy, that 
he might retard their march, and give time to the 
_reft of their troops to finifh their enterprife. Hav- 
ing fo inconfiderable a number with him, he thought 
if he could find his enemies employed in their paf- 
fase over the Saone, it would afford him a favour- 
able opportunity : he therefore appointed Lux and 
+ Fontaine-Francoife for a rendezvous for the reft 
of his troops, and marched before with only three 
hundred horfe, half of whom were arquebufiers ; 
and with this little efcort advanced to the Vigenne, 
near Saint-Seine: from thence he detached the mar- 
quis of Mirebeau {, with fifty or fixty horfe, to get 
intelligence ; and in the mean time he paffed the rie 
ver of Vigenne with a hundred, or a hundred and 
twenty horfe ; ‘defigning only to reconnoitre the 
‘ground, and the form of à country, where he might 
poffibly be obliged to come to an aétion. 

He had not marched more than a league, when 
he faw Mirebeau return in great diforder: who told 


* Odet de Matignon, count de } James Cabot, marquis of Mi- 
‘Torigny, eldeft fon to the marechal, rebeau, and count de Charni, coun- 

+ Upon the ‘frontiers of Burgun- fellor of ftate, and lieutenant in 
dy and Franche-Compté? this ex: Burgundy ‘for the king, died in 
pedition happened in the beginning 1670, — 
of + by af : 
E 3 him, 


ro 
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1595. him, that he had been charged by three: or four 
LS hundred horfe; which kad prevented him from 


getting a full view of the enemy; but added, that 
he believed thofe four hundred horfe had been fent 
to feize the poft of Saint-Seine, and that they were 
followed clofe by the whole army. Biron, who 
arrived thatinftant, offered to go and make a clear- 
er difcovery. At the diftance of a thoufand paces 
he found, upon a little hill, an advanced guard, 
confifting of fixty horfe, which he attacked; and 
taking their place, faw plainly the whole Spanifh 
army “marching i in order of battle; and in particu- 
lar, a body of four hundred horfe, which, advanc- 
ing before the reft of the army, purfued a party of 
one hundred and fifty French. This was the party 
commanded by D’ Auffonville *, whom his majefty 
had fent to make difcoveries on the other fide. 
D’ Auffonville, by flying, turned the arms of the 
purfuers on Biron. ‘The enemy’s detachment di- 
viding into two bands, attacked him on the right 
and | “ft, doubtlefs with the fame intention as Biron, 
to difcover what forces were in the rear. The dif- 
ference between them was, that the enemies, being 
fupported by near fix hundred horfe, were two 
thirds fuperior in number to the two fquadrons 
commanded by Biron and Mirebeau, which made 
up only three hundred, 

Notwithftanding this inequality, Biron continued 
to make a ftand: “he feparated his three hundred 
horfe into three equal platoons, placing Mirebeau, 
with the firft, on the right; the baron of Lux #, 
with the fecond, on the left; and pofted himfelf, 
with the third, in the middle. The enemy attacked 
each fide at once, with a hundred and fifty men: 
Lux fuffered greatly, and was even thrown to the 


*.... baron D’Auffonville de and the king’s lieutenant in Bur- 
Saint George, a gentleman of Lor- gundy. We fhall fpeak of him 
A ss when we come to. mention mare- 

“> Edme de Malain, baron de Lux chal Biron’s confpirdcy, in which 
or de Luz: he was a counfellor of be was an açcomplice. 
fate, captain of fifty gens d’ armes, re 


ground, 
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ground, with many others: Biron, having the ad- 1505. 
vantage in his place, flew to his afliftance, and re- Levy 


animated his troops: but was bimlelf charged with 
fuch impetuofity by all the enemy’s fquadrons unit- 
ed together, towards whom he faw others from the 
main body of the army fill advancing, that he was 
obliged to retreat. This retreat, as foon as the 
enemy’s horfe drew nearer, was changed into a real 
flight; in which condition he came within view of 
the king 2, who immediately fent a hundred horfe to 
fupport him. Nothing is more difficult than to 
ftop the flight of a fauadron when the enemy is at 
their heels; the laft hundred men catched the con- 
tagion of fear, and returned flying with thofe they 
went to affiit. 

The king now finding that all depended upon 
himfelf, advanced towards the fugitives, without 
taking time to put on his helmet, expofed himfelf 
to the fury of the victorious fquadrons, which con- 
fited of more than eight hundred men, called his 
principal officers by their names, and throwing 
himielf every where, without any regard to his own 
perfon, obliged fome of the fugitives at laf to ftop. 
He compofed two bodies of the whole, and putting 
himfelf at the head of a hundred and fifty horie, 
returned to the charge on one fide, while La-Tre- 
mouille *, with a like number, did the fame, by 
his order, on the other: had it not been for fuch 
an exertion of courage, it is probable, that not one 
of thofe three hundred men, engaged thus on the 
farther fide of a river, with a victorious body of 
cavalry in front, would have efcaped, The king +, 


* Claude de Ila Trémouille, duke 
of Thouars. 
+The king faid,thatupon otheroc- 
cafions and emergencies into which 
he had happened to fall, he fought 
for vitory, but here he contended 
for his life, Perefixe, Matthieu, 
Cayet, Le Graine, and D’Aubig- 
né, relate the aétions of this day 
je the fame manner ; but. M. De 


Thou, and vol. 8929 of the royal 
MSS, with fome little difference. 
D’ Aubigné fays, that the king did 
not fhew himfelf entirely fatisfied, 
that only the dukes de Ja Tremou- 
ille and D’Elbeuf joined together 
with a good grace, “to brufh off,” 
fays he, ‘‘ the dew before his ma- 
 jefty.”” Tom Il. liv.iv. ch. 8, 
But according to De Thau, he coms 
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fo yaad 


halt and thicken athbit re 
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giving his foldiers an example, threw himfelf, bare- 
headed, amidft fix of the enemy’s fquadrons, broke 
thro’. them, sand forced them to give ground. Bi- 


ron, taking advantage of this opportunity, rallied 
about a hundred and twenty horfe, and returned to 


fupport the king, and all together drove the ene- 
my’s horfe back to the main ‘body of the duke of 
Maienne’s army. 

Henry wou'd not have Gutberetl his at dit to 


have tranfported him fo far, but that he did not 


immediately perceive, that a wood on each fide of 


him was crouded with fufileers, to whofe difcharge 


he had like to have been expofed, and would have 


been furrounded by them, if, in the heat of the 
fight, he had attacked the Spanifh army : he there- 
fore {topped his career, and kept himfelf upon his 
guard. At that moment he perceived two other 
bodies of horfe, who came-out of one ‘of thofe 
woods to ftrengthen the advanced guard, which he 
had vanquifhed. This was one of thofe critical 
moments, when the leaft want of precaution brings 
oninevitadle ruin, The king, who with one glance 
perceived the defign of thefe troops, ordered his to 
that they might be 


‘€ the loudeft he had ever heard, 
‘ having been charged with two 
€ fteel balls.*? According to the 
account of the fame hiftorian, the 


tantifind much before the parlia- 
ment, Mirebeau, La Curée, and 
many others. 

‘4 I have no need of counfel but 


‘€ of affiftance,’’ replied Hen, IV, 
to thofe who advifed him to make 


“his efcape on a good turkifh horfe 


that was got ready for him; “there 
74:15 more hazard in the flight than 
‘ the chace.’’ - Matthieu, tom. IT, 
liv.i, p. 187. ‘* Mainville,”’ adds 
this hiftorian, ‘ who ftood near 
“* him, and had his piftol ready 
charged for the firft of the enemy 
that came near him, let fire at 
‘one fo a propas, that he fhot-him 
quite through the head ; and the 
bali came whittling fo about the 
king’s ears, that he never fpoke 
of a'pittol but, he remembered 


«© this report, faying; That it was 


fixty taken prifoners. 


duke de Maienne demanded only 
four hundred horfe of the Spanifh 
general to attack the king’s troops ; 
which the Spaniard refufed him, 
being perfuaded that Henry only 
wanted to draw him intô an am- 
bufcade. ‘This diftruft of the ene- 
my was the occafion of his’ efcape 
at Fontaine Frangoife, as it had 
been before-at-Aumale. And what 


is more,furprifing is, that this prince 
only loft fix men in fo hot an a@i- 


on; while on the enemy’s fide were 


killed one hundred and twenty, be- 


fides two-hundred wounded, and 
Ghiva. No- 
VEND: liv, vi, Ps 474 


in 
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in a condition to receive them; for inthe heat of 1505. 
his viétory he overturned all that oppofed him, www 


and found himfelf at large before all thofe batta- 
lions, who were aftonifhed at the miracles they faw 
him perform. Henry knew this furprize would 
not laft long, and that he would have the fury of 
a whole army to fuftain, animated by the fight of 
a handful of foes, to repair the fhame of fuch an 
aftonifhing defeat; he therefore took advantage of 
the enemy’s inaétion, to regain at leaft his firft poft, 
without being purfued; and difengaged himfelf 
from the midft of the enemy’s army with fo much 
order and fuperiority, that they could make them- 
{elves no amends for their lofs... And this prince, 
in one day, and almoft in one moment, acquired 
the honour of the moft glorious victory, and fineft 
retreat, than ever any hiftory afforded an ex- 
ample of. ©... 

On his arrival, he found the count of Chiver- 
ny *, the chevalier d’Oife, meffieurs de Vitry, de 
Clermont, de Riffe, d’?Arambure, de La-Curée, 
D’Heures, de Saint-Geran, and de La-Boulaye, 
with each his company, which being: joined to 
thofe troops the king had before, compofed a body 
of eight hundred horfe. After this reinforcement, 
the enemy durft not attack them, being perfuaded 
that his whole army was not far off; and not yet 
recovered from their confternation at the defeat of 
their men by a platoon fcarce the fixth part of 
their number, they turned back, placing the in- 
fantry in the rear to cover their cavalry. ‘The king 
followed them clofe, and harraffed them continual- 
ly, till they had repañlkd the Saone upon the bridge 


_ * Henry Huralt, count de Che- 


verny, George de Brancas-Villars, 


Louis de l'Hôpital-Vitry, George 
de Clermont D’Amboife, .... de 
Crequy de Riffey, Jean D’Arum- 
bure, and Gilbert Filhet de La- 
€uree, who allo was in the en- 
gagement, where he fought with- 


out armour, and badly mounted. 
A voice, which he thought to be 
the king’s, called to him, ‘* Take 
‘ care, Curé ; when, lo, he found 
it was one of the enemy, who was 
juit ready to run him through with 
his lance ; but he killed him, Vol. 
8929, MSS, de la Bibliot, de Roi. 


they 
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1-0c. they had built below Gray. Not daring to at- 
ROS 5. 
LAN tempt the paflage again, Burgundy, by this ex- 


ploit, remained wholly at the king’s difcretion : he 
reduced it all in a few days, except the Seure *, 
and feized feveral little towns in Franche-Compté, 
which he releafed, at the intreaty of the Swifs. 
Thefe advantages were all owing to the battle of 
Fontaine-Francoife. 

Henry, when he learnt the defeat of his forces 
in Picardy, confeffed, that thofe advantages, great 
as they were, did not equal that lofs. He quitted 
Bureundy and the Lyonnois immediately, and 
marched haftily towards Paris. Pafling by Moret, 
I acquainted him with my motives for leaving the 
council: he approved of them, and was of opinion; 
that the confidence which the other members of it 
perceived he repofed in me, and the defire I had 
to make myfelf {till more worthy that diftinétion, 
had drawn their enmity upon me. He had the 
goodnefs to confole me for it, by affuring me that 
my fufferings upon this occafion would only ‘en- 
creafe his friendfhip for me. I agreed with his 


_ majefty, that at a time when the check his forces 


received at Dourlens might occafion a revolution, 
there was a neceffity to diffemble his difguft, and to 
avoid accufing any one. It was to me only that 
the king complained of the authors of that fatal 


accident, and deplored the dangerous effects of en- 


mity between leaders, which is almoft the fole caufe 
of the greateft difafters in war. He appeared fen- 
fibly affected with the lofs of admiral Villars, and 
never mentioned him but with the higheft praifes : 
nor could he be deceived by any thing which the 
interefted parties advanced, to place all that had 
happened to the account of the deceafed, . 
It was then that this prince was convinced, and 
acknowledged to me, that he had yielded unrea- 


* Seure, a town upon the river Saone: it has changed its nama, 
and now is called Bellegarde, i 


fonably 
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fonably to propofals for a war, the fuccefs of 1 595. 
which he had been perfuaded was infallible: he was tv 


even candid enough to treat it as an error which 
might plunge France once more into greater mi- 
feries than thofe fhe had juft been delivered from. 
By fpeaking thus, the king only reflected on the 
greatnefs of a lofs fuch as Catelet, Capelle, Ar- 
dres *, Dourlens, Cambray, from which Balagny 
had been juft driven; and Calais efpecially, which 
though not yet taken was looked upon as already 
loft. As for me, I thought the kingdom was then 
in moft danger, when the king, by an aftonifhing 
inftance of valour and good fortune, preferved 
Burgundy and his own life. | From that time Hen- 
ry ufed to fay, that a declaration of war was one 
of thofe affairs that required the greateft delibera- 
tion, and could never be fufficiently enough attend- 
ed to. From this example, princes may ftill draw 
another Jeffon no lefs ufeful, which is, that they 
ought never to entertain a perfonal hatred for their 
neighbours, and that prudence, on certain occa- 
fions, requires them to feem difpofed for a recon- 
ciliation, notwithftanding the moft violent, and 
even the moft juft refentment. 

The king was careful to avoid difcovering his 
thoughts in public; on the contrary, he endea- 
voured to revive the courage of thofe who feem- 
ed moft depreft. To the Parifians, who made him 
compliments of condolance upon his lofs, he re- 
plied that it might be eafily repaired, provided 
they would join aétions to words. They made 
him great offers; but his majefty, who had had 
frequent proofs of the little dependance he could 
have on them, took his own meafures, and with- 
out waiting for the accomplifhment. of their pro- 
mifes, left Paris the next day, with the fatisfaction 


* Ardres was furrendered to the out of his places, and fent home 
enemy by the count de Belin, al- to his eftate, &c. Bongars Epift. 75 
moft without making any defence; ad Camer. Morifot, ch. 33. 
for which he was difgraced, turned 


of 


Sunday and feftival, 
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of hearing before he went, by a courier from Rome, 
that the pope had been at laft prevailed upon to 
grant him the abfolution * he had fo long folicited. 


utmoft importance. 


Inthe prefent conjuncture, this news was of the 


To this abfolution the holy father annexed the 


* What made the pope, fays 


€ M. De Perefixe, delay giving ab- 


‘€ folution fo long was, faid he, 
“ becaufe that he alone had the 
‘ power of -reftoring penitents : 


“and he was very much difpleafed . 
“€ that the prelates of France had 


‘€ taken upon them to abfolve him, 


“ though they had only done it 


provifionally, ad cautelam,” 
+ Befides thefe conditions, the 


original of. which may be feen in 


vol. 8778 of the MSS, de la Bib- 


Tiot. du Roi, where the aét of ab- 
folution of Henry IV. is fet down 
at length, in Italian, the holy fa- 


ther impofes therein for penance 
upon this prince, to hear on every 
a conventual 
mafs in the chapel royal, and pri- 
wate mafs every week day, to fay 


. the rofary every Sunday, the cha- 


pelet every Saturday, and the lita- 


‘nies every Wednefday, to faft eve- 


ry Friday, to confefs and commu- 
nicate publicly at leaft four times 
a year. “I obferve, in this ad, 
that the pope, /after having given 
this prince abfolution, then enti- 
tles him only the king of France 
and Navarre. At each verfe of the 
Miferere, the holy father gave a 
light touch of the penitentiary 
crook on the fhoulders of M, Du- 
Perron, and Mi D’Offat, who are 


therein called Procuratori di Navar- 


ra: this is but an ordinary forma- 


‘tity in this fort of ceremony; up- 
on which the proteftant writers 


have not failed to comment with 
great malignity, by faying that 


“Henry IV. had fubmitted to ~ re- 


ceive lathes of the whip from the 
procurator, and other fuch like ca. 


following conditions}: That the king fhould ex- 


lumnies: but thefe malicious plea- 
fantries have not been able to im- 
pofe upon any, fince M. de Thou 
and all the fenfible writers~have 
fhewn, that they were altogether 
unjuft and: without foundation. 
M. de Sully, as far as appears, 
had got over this popular error ; 
but I know not if he obferves the 
fame equity with fae ek to M. 
D’Offat, 

What he fays here, and in déni 
other places of thefe Memoirs, ex- 
cited in me a curiofity to read 
carefully the colle&ion of this car- 
dinal’s letters, who is reputed a- 
mongft us to have been as good a 
Frenchman as an able ftatefman. 
I will {peak freely my mind as to 
each grievance which furnifhes the 
duke de Sully with oceafion of at- 
tacking him, according as they fall 
in my way, And to begin: with 
that of Henry IVth’s abfolution, 
it appears tome, after examining 
all he fays.on this head; page 45, 
48, 105, 107, 115, 129, 208, &C. 
of the old edition in folio, that we 
cannot but acknowledge on one 
hand, that he met with great fcru- 
ples in the pope’s breaft, and real 
difficulties on the part of the fa- 
cred college ;, that he applied him- 
felf with great affiduity and with 
equal fuccefs to furmount them ; 
and that any but he would have 
had much to do to have conquered 
them; as is evident from what 
happened to, the duke. de Nevers, 
the cardinal de Retz, the marquis 
ce Pifany, and others: that for 
his own part he is very far from 


‘approving the many fubterfuges to 
prtieh the Copter RURIE ae oe 


clude 
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clude the i from all employments ‘and 1505. 
dignities, and} ufe his utmoft endeavours to fup~ wv 


prefs them entirely:. That hé fhould reftore the 
celebration of mafs in Bearn, and oblige the hu- 
guenots to.make reftitution to the catholics of all 
the effects which had been. taken from the eccle- 
fiaftics : That he fhould prevail upon the prince of 
Condé to embrace the) Roman catholic religion : 
That he fhould. publifh and caufe-the council-of 
Trent to be received :: and. laftly,' That the jefuits 
fhould be again eftablifhed in France. :‘Fhefe con- 
ditions’ which regarded the proteltants and» the 
council of Trent were not complied: with, ‘the reft 
were. 

Thofe perfons. who thought the . ‘king received 
laws from the pope upon this occafionr, ought: to 
lay the blame upon Du-Perron, and ftill more up- 
on Arnaud D’Offat, then agent for this affair at 
Rome... Thefe two ecclefiaftics were fo far from 
rejecting thefe conditions, that they! would have 
been grieved, if they had not been infifted: upon; 
if any credit may be given to a memorial which 
was many years afterwards fent me: from Rome, 


and which I fhall fpeak of fully in its place : it af- 


ten recourfe in their formalities ; which I leave to the learned to de- 
and even that all thischicane made termine; or whether he believed 


him often uneafy, as alfo the un- 
fair dealing which, he complains, 
they ufed in the bull of-abfolution, 
However, in oppofition to all this, 
aman may perceive on the other 


hand in thefe very places, and fill. 


more in all thofe paffages that in 
any meafure relate to the proteft- 
ants, the jefuits, or the council of 
Trent, &c, that his eminence was 
not at all difturbed, that the affair 
of the king’s abfolution had pañed 
under the reftriGtions of which M, 
de Sully complains fo bitterly: 
whether it was that M. D’Offat 
did not perceive therein the pre- 
tended lefion of the honour of the 
crown, and the prejudice done to 
the liberties of the Gallican church, 


that all thefe precautions became 
neceflary for the intereft of reli- 
gion ; or laftly, whether he were 
not biaffed in favour of ‘the max- 
ims of the league: and yet all this 
does not hinder me from fubfcribing 
to the encomiums which our beft 
hiftorians have given this cardinal ; 
and in the laft place Amelot de la 
Houffaye, in the life he gives us of 
him that is prefixed to the edition: 
of his letters, to which I référ the’ 
reader, The'Abbé Du-Perron and 
M. de Villeroi, had likewife done 
confiderable fervice to Henry IV. 
in the affair of his abfolution, 
Matthieu, tom, If, liv, ii, p. 210. 
& feq. | 


62 


MORI MO) Pam @ ‘Hit 


1595. fords a complete proof of what I have juft ad- 
iwv™ vanced, at leaft with regard to D’Offat.” 


Cambrai was taken by famine : 


This memorial advances two things relating to 
the king’s abfolution, which: proves one of the 
principal articles: that the pope and the whole fa- 
cred college were fo ardently defirous of’ the king’s 
applying to Rome for ithis ceremony, that they 
could not conceal their fears; when’ they were 
fometimes informed that Henry would be brought 
to defpife it, or look upon it as ufelefs; and this 
the author proves. from their own Jévéers ¢ fecond- 
ly, that D’Offat, inftead of informing the king of 
this difpofition in the court of Rome, which’ he 
would have done had his honour and dignity been 
of the fmalleft confequencé to him, on the con- 
trary gave this prince to undérftand, that he’ could 
not obtain a reconciliation with his holinefs, but 
by offering an incroachment’ upon the liberties of 
the Gallican church, and purchafing it by thofe 
conditions already mentioned, Henry, however, 
rewarded histtwo agents with the higheft STORES 
in the prelacy. | 

“An three days his majefty: afvivedt at Péronne, 
where : he was’ immediately faluted by Balagny- 
This man, who by an excefs of ridiculous vanity *, 


* M. de Percfixe- fays, that and her hofband, did not:chufe:to’ 
furvive the lofs of her principality, 
others, as Matthieu, blame the and died either of famine or griefs 
mifunderftanding that fubfifted be- ‘ And here in one article, is an 
tween the duke de Nevers and de ‘ abftra@ of the greateft difgrace. 
Bouillon for its and others again ‘ that. France has fuffered: from! 
the negligence of Balagny. The ‘* foreigners in the memory: of 
Memoirs of the league, Tom. VI. ‘ man.” So fpeaks D’Aubigné, 


remark, that three companies: of 
Swifs, not having had their pay 
given them, compelled him to de- 
liver up the place. All the hifto- 
rians have cried up the courage of 
Renée de Clermont, the wife of 
Balagny, and fifier to the brave 
Buffy d’ Amboife,who, after having, 
tono purpofe, done all fhe could to 
infpire refolution into the garrifon 


in concluding the gth chapter, liv. 
iv, tom. III. of his hiftory; in 
which he has. colleéted the taking 
of Catelet, Ja Capelle, Ardres, Cam- 
brai, Calais, and the defeat at 
Dourlens, Balagny tells a Spanifh: 
officer, who feemed furprifed at 
feeing him take his miftrefs along 
with him, and in the fame’ boat, 
that love foftened all the crofs ac- 


had 
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had juft loft his government, his fortune, his wife, x 566. 
and his honour, inftead of blufhing for his folly, www 


and concealing himfelf from reproach, affected to 
fhew himfelf, talked big ; and in this ftate, which 
was indeed the fitteft for him, expected all that re: 
gard which is generally paid to unfortunate fove- 
reigns. The king refolved to attempt all things to 
afift Calais : finding that his troops were not fuffi- 


cient to ftorm the camp of the befiegers, he took 


the only courfe that now remained, which was to 
throw himfelf into the place, at the head of a con- 
fiderable reinforcement. Twice he embarked with 
this defign, but a contrary wind forced him back 
again to land. While he defpaired of accomplith- 
ing his enterprife, Matelet, governor of Foix, 


came to him, and offered to attempt a third time 


to enter Calais, promifing him that, if he would 
give him four or five hundred gentlemen, he would 
fo manage, either. by fea, or land, that he would 
open himfelf a pafflage. The king praifing his 
refolution, gave him the efcort he demanded; with 
which Matelet fucceeded in his defign, and enter- 
ed Calais, after having furmounted a thoufand ob- 
ftacles *. But the glory of this brave action was 
foon obliterated, when it appeared that he had on- 
ly joined the garrifon to be infected with their 


cidents of fortune: ‘ Right, re- of the Englifh. Sancy, who was 
‘< plied the Spaniard, and efpecial- then ambaffador at London, made 


« ly at prefent, as you will have 
“ Jefs to do than you have had be- 


fore.” P. Matthieu, tom, II, 


liv. ii, p. 219. 

* Hiftorians do not agree as to 
this action. Some, as’ De Thou 
and D’ Aubigné, by faying nothing 
at all of it, feem to call it in quef- 
tion; others afcribe it to the fieur 
de Campagnole the younger, Da- 
vila and our Memoirs to Matelet, 
governor of Foix, Queen Eliza- 
beth offered to defend Calais againft 
the Spaniards, upon condition that 
the place were put into the hands 


anfwer to the queen, that the king 
his mafter would rather have it'in 


the hands of the Spaniards than 


in thofe of the Englifh: and Hen- 
ry IV, faid himfelf, “ If he were 
‘ to be bit, he had rather it was 
“ by a lion than a lionefs ;”’ and 
this was the reafon that Queen E- 
lizabeth afterwards refufed to be- 
fiege that) town,, while Henry IV. 
lay before that of Amiens, though 
they offered then to put it into her 
bands by way of fecurity, Mate 
thieu, ibid, p.223. - 


fears, 
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1595. fears, and to confent. to a capitulation: and the 
LV king had the mortification to march to Calais, only 
to fee it furrendered before his face. | 
If it be demanded where; during this time were 
all thofe French noblemen: and ‘officers who were 
fo forward in advifing the war; and why they fuf- 
fered the king to bear the whole burthen of | it, 
and fuffer repeated lofies ? It muft be owned, to 
the difhonour of the French name, that they ex-) 
pected to draw advantages; to themfelves by: the 
misfortunes their imprudence occafioned, and their. 
negligence augmented; and formed, in the mean 
time, projects more fatal to the: king’s ‘authority: 
than the bloodieft foreign war.. Thele projects I 
fhall mention immediately. | ui mai 
Thé king, equally fuperior to good and bad for» 
tune, comforted thofe that were driven:outjof Ca: 
lais, provided for the fecurity of Boulogne, Ab- 
beville, Montreuil, Monthulin *,:and other towns, 
and caftles, and marched towards Saint-Quintin, 
fearing left the enemies, who were not far from 
thofe quarters, fhouldi furprife fome of the nobles, 
and general sofficers who came thither» feparately. 
They chofe this opportunity for the execution of a 
defign which they had»formed, before they left 
Paris. : The duke. of Montpenfier was the perfon 
whom they charged with this commiffion, not be- 
caufe he was more difaffected than the reft, but be- 
caufe. his temper was moft eafy, and his under- 
ftanding the weakeft. He accofted the king) at 
Saint-Quintin ; and, in the name of the principal 
French nobility, propofed to him, .as the only 
means of fubduing his enemies, to refign to the 
governors of provinces the property of their go- 
vernments, with an hereditary right to them, re- 
quiring nothing of them but their allegiance. 
It is not eafy to comprehend how a propofal 
which had fo manifeft a tendency to throw France 


# Cities and forts in Picardy. 
into 
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into a fate of anarchy, that in former ages had 1495. 
filled ie with blood and horror, could proceed from “ews 


the mouth of a Frenchman, a prince, and what is 
more, a prince of the royal blood. Henry, ftruck 
with aftomfhment at the prodigious infoience of 
this affront offered to the royal dignity, for fome 
moments could not utter a word, while the duke 
of Montpenfier continuing a focech which had 
been ftudied long before, endeavoured to prove 
to his majelty, that while thofe governors, or ra- 
ther thofe little princes, obliged themfelves to 
maintain troops always ready for his fervice, he 
would be never again reduced to fuch a fituation 
as he was in at préfent, to appear before his ene- 
mies without foldiers to oppole them. The king, 


though agitated with various pañlions, difcovered| 


none to the duke,/but pity towards him for the 
unworthy part he filayed. He’ ftopped him: from: 
proceeding farther, by telling him, ‘without the 
Jeaft refentinent,’ that he had already heard too 
much; and that he was convinced thofe French 
nobles had taken advantage of the eafinefs of his 
temper, to make him the bearer of a propofal, the 
whole meannefs of which he was not fenfible of, 
he who was a prince of the blood, and nearer the 
crown than himfelf had formerly been. The king: 


added much more to the fame purpofe, with equal 


calmnefs, and was fo far from being apprehenfive: 
that: he fhould be reduced to yie'd to fuch a pro- 
pofition, and fo determined to fuffer a choufand 
deaths, if peck? rather than’ bring fuch a load 


of infamy upon the royal dignity, that he had 


not even the thought of entering into any difcuf- 


fion of this project, or of uttering a fingle word im 


anfwer to it *. 
‘Phe duke oft Montpenfier became fenfible of his 


| fault,’ by the air and tone with which his majefty 


n* “We are all gentiemon,”’ faid Henry IV. fometimes, before the 


princes of the blood, 


Now. Il, 19 {poke 
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1:06. fpoke to him; he blufhed, and afked pardon for 


Unrw it; and RAA the king never to remember that 


he had been capable of thus degrading himfelf 
from his rank. The king, after having thewn the 
duke the whole extent of his fault, directed him 
how, in fome meafure, to repair it, with thofe 
who bad prevailed upon him to commit it; and 
affured him, that he for his own part would forget 
it entirely, and ftill regard him as a kinfman. 

The duke of Montpenfier agreed to take the firft 
opportunity that offered, when the authors of that 
infolent propofal brought it again on the carpet, to 
declare that he had reflected well upon the com- 
miffion they had given him; that they might fend 
their propolal by any other perfon, fince he abfo-. 
lutely difapproved of it; and if ever he was to 
mention it to his majeity, it fhould be with a de- 
fign to diffuade him from it ; and that they might 
depend upon his ufing his utmoft endeavours to 
hinder its taking effet. He performed this tafk 
fo exactly, and with an air fo natural, that he 
wholly difconcerted all thofe noblemen, and left 
them no inclination to make any attempts on his 
fidelity for the ‘future. 

It was therefore to reduce the king to the necef- 
fity of making them his equals, that the princes 
and governors of provinces in France fo ill per- 
formed their promife of affifting him with troops. 
The duke of Bouillon was one of thofe who fold 
his fervices the deareft. His majefty, not doubt- 
ing but he had a part in the plot, was willing to 
have a proof of it from the duke’s perplexity, 
without letting him know that he was informed 
of it by other means. Bouillon did not want 
art and eloquence enough to conceal whatever he 
defigned fhould not be known; but, befides that 
Henry poffefied in no lefs degree the art of pene- 
trating into the thoughts of thofe with whom he 


converfed, the prefence of a fovereign is alone ca- 
pable of abafhing a man confcious of any fecret 
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guilt towards him. The king began by convin- 1506. 
cing himfelf that the duke of Montpenfier had www 


not betrayed their late difcourfe to the duke of 
Bouillon. After which he introduced the defeat 
of Dourlens, by afking him plainly, and with a 
kind of confidence, how it happened that he had 
been difappointed in thofe certain correfpondencies 
which as he faid he carried on in Liege, Namur, 
and many other places in Luxembourg, and Hai- 
nault, upon which he was fenfible the war had been 
undertaken ? | 

Bouillon, embarrafed by the queftion, and that 
air of fimplicity with which it was propofed, in- 
ftead of giving a direct anfwer concerning his pre- 
tended correfpondencies, fell into long fpeeches, 
without meaning or end, which betrayed him more 
effectually, than the moft fincere confeflion could 
have done. He accufed all the world, the duke 
of Nevers, who he faid had corrupted his officers 
and obftruéted his levies ; the Englifh for not mak- 
ing the promifed diverfion; the Dutch for taking 
advantage of this conjuncture to increafe their 
power on the fide of Over-Iffel and Friefland. Up- 
on which the duke of Bouilion, who fought only 
‘to turn the converfation {till more from the firft 
fubject, told the king, that the true caufe of the 
misfortune which had lately happened, was, that 
his majefty had no perfon of confequence, and on 
whom he could have an abfolute dependance, at 
the court of London, to haften the fupplies that 
had been promifed there; and at the fame time 
offered himfelf for this embaffy, and even folicited 
it earnefily. The king being of opinion that it 
would anfwer no purpofe to prefs the duke any 
farther upon this fault, ceafed to mention it; and 
reflecting that he fhould not lofe much by his abs 
fence, confented at laft to the embaffy to England, 
Accordingly his commiflion was made out, and the 
duke of Bouillon, a few days after, fet out for 
that kingdom, 
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It was from his majefty himfelf that I had. an 
account of this converfation with the duke of Bouil- 
lon, as likewife that with the duke of Montpenfier 
before mentioned. | 

The king had no fooner quitted Bouillon, than 
reflecting that the duke, inftead of having any de- 
fign to ferve him ulefully at the court of London, 
had poffibly only folicited that employment to, give 
bad imprefiions there of his conduct, or at leaft 
to labour only for his own intereft, he fent Jaqui- 
not for me early in the morning, to communicate. 
this fear to me. I kneeled on a cufhion at his bed- 
fide, and his majefty afked me immediately what 
was faid, and what I, in particular, thought of the 
long converfation he had juft held with the duke 
of Bouillon. replied, that every one guefled his 
own way; and that probably the affair of Ham, 
and Dourlens, and the propofal made by the duke 
of Montpenfier, made up the greateft part of it. 
The king told me thatl was “HATSKEN ; that he. 
Was, too well acquainted with the duke of Bouillon’s 
difpofition, to doubt that any reproaches upon 
thofe occafions, inftead of correcting, would only 
ferve to throw him into an open revolt. His ma- 
jefty afterwards, repeating exactly all that has been, 


related concerning the embaffy to England, pro- 


pofed to me to accompany the duke of Bouillon 
thither, that 1 might carefully obferve his conduét. 
In courts. every r thing: is brought about by arti- 
fice. The king, after his converfation with the. 
duke of Bouillon, telling his council for the fi- 
nances, that he had fent the duke to England, 
thefe gentlemen, after conferring together, found 
nothing fo fit to fatisfy their hatred of me, as to 
perfuade the king to join me with the duke of Bouil- 
lon. My abilities for negotiations were praifed, an 
honour which they were refolved to deprive me of, 
when they had once fucceeded in removing me 
from the king, who not penetrating into their 
views, approved of the propofal. But I did not 
fo 
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fo eafily fali into the fnare : T fhewed his majefty 1296. 
the true motive of thefe gentlemen’s feigned gene. UN 


rofity with regard to me. From the moment that 
the duke of Bouillon difcovered that I watched his 
conduét, and difconcerted his projects, he would 
not fail to break with me; and fuch a genius as he 
poffefied, when animated with malice, would fug- 
geft to him the means of throwing upon me the 
blame of all the faults he committed, and all the 
good he neglected to do. My eneinies knew this 
as well as I; his majefty was convinced by my rea- 
fons, and prefied me no farther. 

The gentlemen of the council did not ftop here: 
when they came again to the king, they were the 
firft to confefs that it was with reluctance they join- 
ed me to the duke of Bouillon; but fince the duke 
was to ftay but a fhort time at London, they had 
pitched upon me to take his place with the fame 
title and equal honours. All was alike to them, 
provided they could get rid of me. The king was 
again influenced by their opinions, and fome days 
after, declared his intention to me; ordering me to 
niake preparations immediately for this voyage; to 
provide myfelf with money, and to difpofe my 
wife to follow me, if I chofe to have her with 
me; which, however, he did not think necefiary, 
fince I fhould not, he faid, be abfent above fèven 
or eight months at moft, The king perceiving 
my reluctance, accompanied this order with the 
moft kind and obliging expreffions his imagination 
could fuggeft ; he told me that the prefent per- 
plexed fituation of his affairs hindering him from 
giving me the fole direction of the finances, he 
fhould reproach himfelf for expofing to the dangers 
of a long and furious fiege the only man in the 
kingdom whom he thought worthy to fil that im- 
portant poft, His majefty had juft then declared 
himfelf publicly concerning the fiege of La-Fere. 

While the king was fpeaking, 1 was ftruck with 
aftonifhment at the obftinate perfecution of my e- 
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nemies, and the depth of their malice. Under the ap- 


WT pearance of a title of honour vain initfelf, and fatal 


in its confequences, they took away, and perhaps 


for ever, all opportunities of advancing me: For 
who in my abfence would be folicitous for my in- 
terelt ? Who would hinder them from prolong- 
ing my ftay out of the kingdom, till, affairs hav- 
ing taken a fixed and durable ftate in unten, there 
would be nothing left for a man who, by fo long 
an abfence, would be regarded as a ftranger. 
Thefe reflections kept me firm in my refolution 
not to go. I intreated the king not to force me. 
to a journey for which I felt an invincible repug- 
nance; and I had the good fortune to find. that 
Henry was of himfelf difpofed to believe that I 
fhould be of more ufe to him at Paris than Lon- 
don, during the fiege he was going to undertake: 
he therefore fent me thither to facilitate his fup- 
plies of money, to furnifh him with whatever was 
neceflary towards carrying on the fiege, to receive 
his orders there, make one in his council, and di- 
rect its refolutions. Had the choice of my revenge 
been in my own power, I could not have fixed 
upon any more effectual. 
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tHE motive which had determined the 
king to undertake fo difficult a fiege as 
Ë chat’ of La-Fere, was, that, his enemies 
hvu after their fuccefs feparated their troops, - he 
would not fuffer his own, who had at laft affembled, 
to remain idle, there being a neceflity to fecure Pi- 
cardy, already fhaken by fo many repeated loffes. 
Had I had the liberty of difpofing of myfelf as I 
pleafed, I fhould have chofen to have continued 
with the king during this fiege, whofe too great fo- 
~ dicitude for my fafety I could by no means approve : 
but I did not dare to refufe the commifiion which 
-would detain me in Paris ; and his majefty, to ren- 
der this order lefs difpleafing, affured me, that he 
would not for a long time attempt any thing con- 
fiderable againtt La Fere; and that fome time or 
other, he would permit me to make a journey thi- 
ther. In reality I cid fo feveral times, but I had 
no fooner arrived, than the neceffity of proviJing 
for the fubfiftence of his troops obliged me to re- 
turn again immediately. I comforted myfelf, how- 
ever, with the thought, that through my diligence 
the army being fupplied with every thing it had 
rea eccafion 
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1596. otéafion for, I might flatter myfelf with having, in 


ww fome meafure, nontiibuted to the fuccefs om this 


fiece, which lafted fix months, and was the longeft 
that Henry was ever engaged in. This place, be- 
fides its advantageous fortifications, had a very nu- 
merous carrifon, compofed of chofen foldiers, and 
commanded by two excellent officers, the one a 
Frenchman *, high fteward of Montelimart; and 
the other a Spaniard, named Oforio. 

Béeringhen +, @t the perfuañons of an engineer 
who was his friend and Kinfman, and had come ex- 
prefsly for that purpofe from Flanders, where he 
lived, took it into his head that it was poffible to 
lay all La-Fere under water ; ; and, upon the affu- 
rances of his friend, was fo Hone of fuccefs, 
that the king, though contrary to his own judg- 
ment, fufiered him to make the attempt: it would 
indeed have fhortened the fiece; but it is to be ob- 
ferved, that almoft all projeéts of this kind are liable 
to fail: the flighteft miftake is fufficient to ruin 
them, and it feldom happens but fome miftake is 
made, The project of turning the courfe of the 
Tefin formerly coft Francis I. the lofs of a battle, 
together with his liberty. In one of thefe journies 
JT made to the camp, I found this propofal upon 
the carpet.» I looked upon the execution of it to 
be impoffible, and I combated it with all my force: 
but the engineer wanted not plaufible reafons to op- 
pofe to'ours. According to him, it was an attempt 
that would coft but little time and trouble; all they 


had to do was to raife a caufey: this they perform- 


ed; and the water deftroying their work tworor 


‘three times, 'theyrrenewed it as often ; at laft it be- 
‘came proof againft the water, but he river did not 


rife to the heighth they expected: it is true, indeed, 
that it wanted only fix feet, but that was fufficient 


# His name was) Colas; the + Peter de Beringhen was him- 
Spaniards had promifed to make  felfa Fleming, and born at Bruffels, 
him count de La-Fere. 


to 
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to force them to abandon the work *, after having 
confumed in it a great deal of time and money. 

The king falling fick at Traverfy, where his 
head-quarters were, the fiege oï La-Fere fuffered a 
ftill longer delay. Avs foon as the news was bro ught 
me Dflew tohim, and never left him till his health 
was perfectly re-eftablifhed. His ficknefs was con- 
fiderable enough to make me apprehend for France 
the greateft lois it could poffibly fuftain. The go- 
vernorof La-¥ere, finding himfelf in want of every 
thing that could enable him to hold out a longer 
time, furrendered the place to the king, who caufed 
it tobe repaired ; and at the intreaty of madam de 
Liancourt, he appointed her fon Cæfar to be go- 
vernor of it, Manicamp, a kinfman + of this lady, 
performing all the functions of that office, in qua- 
lity of his Heutenant. 

His majefty marching afterwards tothe frontiers 
of Artois, took the caftle of Imbercourt by affault ; 
and thought to have done the fame, by petard, 
with the city of Arras. Marechal Biron { was the 
caufe-of the ill fuccefs of this laft enterprize, by not 
providing himfelf-with a fufficient quantity of pe- 

tards : the three firft they applied played tolerably 
well, ‘but the fourth being thrown, without effect, 
into the ditch, with the perfon that directed it, fe- 
veral of our men were killed and wounded by it. 
It was, indeed, a mortifying thought, that a con- 
queft of fuch importance, which would have fecur- 
ed Amiens fromthe misfortune which foon after 
happened to it, fhould be loft for want of a petard 
©rtwo more. Biron, to avoid the reproaches he 
‘had reafon to expect, got out of the way, and went 


* D’Aubigné does not fpeak of ‘ Jength. Such an undertaking 
it fo contemptibly, ch, 12. ibid. % fhews, that neither the king nor 
‘ The caufey,”’ fayshe, ‘having ‘ the kingdom was difpirited un- 
made the river Oife flow back ‘“ der their preffures and difadvan- 
within La-Fere, it fpoiled all ‘ tages.”? 
f£ the magazines they had in the + Philip de Longueval, fieur de 
** lower parts and cellars of the Manicamp. 
fe town. It was a large machine, + Biron, in his turn, loudly ex- 
‘ above a quarter of a league in claimed againft the king’s avarice. 
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to difcharge his rage upon the country about Ba- 
paume, where he made a horrible devaftation, 
‘The il fuccefs of the attempt upon Arras was 
fufficiently compenfated by many favourable events 
that happened at the end of the preceding year and 
beginning of this, which I fhall pafs over flightly 
as ufual; thefe were, the reduction of Touloufe *, 
the profperity of the king’s arms in Provence, and 
the reunion of the chiefs of the league in the king’s 
party. Joyeufe +, who had quitted the habit of a 
monk, to refume that ofa foldier, and paid himfelf 
with ufury forthe mortifications of a cloiiter, made 
a treaty with the king about that time. The duke 
of Nemours Ÿ followed his example; but juft as it 
was upon the point of being concluded, he died 
| with vexation, as fome believe, for the bad fuc- 
cefs of fo many great projects. : Saint-Sorlin, his 
brother, continued the treaty for himfelf. The 
death of the duke of Nevers | delivered the king 


* As to thefe facts, confult the 
hiftories before mentioned for the 
yeats 1595 and 1606, 

. 1 Henry de Joyeufe.. He again 
entered himfelf among the capu- 
chins, and died there, under the 
name of father Ange. 

{ Henry de Savoie-Nemours. 

|| He voided, by his mouth 
and pores, every drop of blood 
** in his body.’’ .Perefixe, ibid. 
Cayet gives a very moving defcrip- 
tionof it, ibid. p. 519. : a 

À Louis de Gonzague died of a 
dyfentery at Neffe in 1595, aged 
fifty-fix: of chagrin, É 
becaufe that when he talked with 
Henry IV, ®lvifing him with re- 
gard to Calais, this prince made 
anfwer, “ How can you advife me 
‘ on this head? you who have ne- 
“ver been nigher that town than 
‘ feven leagues.”” Tho’ M. De 
Thou, liv. cxii. and Brantome, 
tom, III. p. 259. very much extol 
him, the charge which the duke de 
Sully brings againft him, of having 
been always a very expenfive fer- 
vant to his mafter, may be eafily 


€< 


y others, 


made out, even from this general’s 
own letters to Henry IV. of which 
we have a collection in De Nevers’s 
Memoirs, tom. II. p. 207, 376. 
<< If your majefty,” fays he to him 
in one. of his letters, ‘‘ cannot or 
“will not come this length, I fhall 
“© remove fo far, that there will be 
no grounds to expect any fuc- 
‘ cours from me. In truth, fire, 
‘ you do not make me returns 
«© fuitable to the manner in which 
‘€ Tferve you; and it appears to 
€ all the woild that you do not 
€ value me much. — I never was 
‘€ treated in the manner you treat . 
£ me by the kings your predecef- 
‘€ fors; from them I received ma- 
€ ny favours, whereby I was ob- 
‘€ liged to ferve them implicitly ; 
‘€ and I am yet to receive the firft 
“ favour from your majefty. If 
© fatal and ruinous commiffions be 
‘ not the favours 1 receive from 
‘€ you, I will be fo free as to tell 
“ you, that I have received no e- 
*€ ther fince you were pleafed to 
‘ order me into thefe parts.” &c. 
p. 348. And there are a great ma- 
+ 
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likewife from a troublefome ufelefs fervant. Laftly, 
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the duke of Maïenne, now abfolutely difgufted with ~~ 


the treachery of the Spaniards, began to think fe- 
rioufly upon means to refiore himfelf to the favour 
of the king. 

_ The king thought it of fuch importance to make 
himfelf mafter of pie: as, that he refolved to befiege 
it in form. I was the only perfon to whom he com- 
municated this defign; fecrecy was of fuch confe- 
quence on this great occafion, that he durft not truft 
any one with the care of making obfervations upon 
the place, and therefore uiidertaok that tafk him- 
felf. I had continued the whole winter at Paris, 
employed in his majefty’s fervice, and fometimes 
made little excurfions to Moret, in which I took 
great delight. One day, when I was bufy in over- 
feeing my ; workmen, who were levelling the high 
grounds about two thoufand paces from my houfe, 
to bring thither two rivulets which form thofe two 
fheets of water which are at prefent near the great 
alley, a courier from madam de Liancourt arrived, 
who brought me a letter from this lady, and ano- 
ther from his majefty, in which he informed me of 
his defigns upon Arras, and the methods by which 
he hoped to fucceed. I had never feen this prince 
in fo great a rage as by this letter he appeared to be, 
againit the ‘ impofitions and rogueries (thefe were 
‘ his words) of eight gluttons ;”” who were given 
him, he faid, inftead Of ane that he had before: 
‘ thofe rafcals,” added he, ‘* with that prodigious 
s* number of intendants, who have brought in all 
‘* their male and female goffips, feaft together, and 
€ have confumed above ahundred thoufand crowns, 
‘ a fum large enough tc drive all the Spaniards out 
‘ of France.” This was, indeed, exactly true, 


ny more letters in the fame ftrain. the duke de Nevers, and not from 
It is from thefe the duke of Sully, thofe he writ to feveral other per- 
to whom Henry IV. communicated. fons, which fhew great attachment 
all his cabinet fecrets, formed a and zeal for the king’s perfon, 
judgment as to the difpofitions of 
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which I fhall make fufficiently clear when I enter 
into an account of the finances; at prefent I fhall 
only relate two or three circumftances. 

The council of ‘the finances fuppofed, that in or- 
der to furnifh the fupplies for the fiege of La-Fere, 
they fhould be called upon to clear their accounts : 
in this, however, they were miftaken, the king 
having put the fuperintendency of the fiege wholly 
into my hands. Thefe fupplies Defcures, La:Cor- 
biniere, and fome-other contractors, with whom the 
financers lived in fuch intelligence, that they made 
ufe occafionally of ‘their names, without admitting 
them'to more than very fmall fhares, were: engaged 
to procure. They then treated, under thefe bor- 
rowed names, ‘with tradefmen and purveyors, who 
commonly ferved them at the loweft prices, and con- 
trived to charge to the king thrice the-real expence, 

The following fact I had from the king himfelf. 
Very confiderable arrears were due from the royal 
treafury to the Swifs foldiers, German horfe, and 
other foreigners in the French pay. The council 
fuborned a ‘man, named Otoplote, who gave the 
reccivérs deputed by thefe foreigners to underftand, 
that they mutt never expect to be paid, unlefs they 
confented to reduce their demands to fuch a mode- 
rate fum as could be given'them, without dratning 
the exchequer. The reduction was agreed to; but 
the gentlemen of the council charged the whole fum 
to the king’s account, and ‘by this means robbed 
his majefty, ox rather the lawful creditors, of ‘the 
overplus, 
~ Tothis many other frauds of the fame kind may 
be added. Thefe gentlemen revelled in luxury, 
while the king and ‘his houfhold wanted neceffaries. 
A few days after that on which his mayefty wrote to 
me, he fent to inform them that he had occafion 
for eight hundred thoufand crowns, for an enter: 
prife of great importance (the fiege of Arras ;) he 
intréated, ‘he conjured “them to. ‘Jet him have this 
fum, but : in vain; all the anfwer he could gét was, 
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that fo far from being able to furnith him with 
what he demanded, they knew not how to fupply 
the expences of his houfhold. Itis, indeed, curi- 
ous to, fee how this houfhold was fupported, ‘I 
am,” fays this amiable and worthy prince, ina 
letter to me, ‘ very near my enemies, and hardly 
‘6 a horfe to carry me into the battle, nor a com- 
‘ plete fuit of armour to put on; my fhirts are all 
‘6 ragoed, my doublets * out at elbow, my Kettle 
‘ is feldom on the fire, and thefe two; laft days I 
‘ have been oblige:! to dine where I could, for my 
‘4 purveyors have informed me, that they have not 
‘€ wherewithal to furnifh my table.” Thofe be- 
longing to the gentlemen of the council were better 
provided. Henry, in his letter, deplored thefe 
monftrous abufes, lefs on his own account than on 
his people’s, whom. he faid he looked upon as his 
children, fince heaven had given him no others, and 


propofed to me the defign of affembling the ftates: 


of the, kingdom, to confider of a remedy for all 
thefe mifdemeanors, 

I obeyed the order the king gave me to burn his 
letter, but not till I had taken, a copy of it; and 
the reafons for keeping it fecret no longer fubfifting, 
I think it my. duty to publifh the contents, as a 
proof of the wifdom and goodnefs of this prince: 
his majefty concluded his letter with ordering me 
to come to him in Picardy, and to conduct his mif- 
trefs thither. We were the only perfons to whom 
he could difclofe his thoughts with freedom. The 
letter from madam de Liancourt was very fhart ; in 
it fhe informed me, that fhe would fet out the Tuef- 
day following, in order to reach Manbuiffon on 
Wednefday,where fhe had a fitter +,whowasabbefs, 
and that fhe would wait for me there. 


*. © T have feen upon him,” fays “ ings that were much worn and 
Le Grain, liv. viii. a coatof plain ‘* holed. through. on the {mord 
‘€ white cloth, that was very much ‘ fide,’ ! 

‘€ foil by his breaft-plate, and f Angelica D'Efirées, 
“ torn in the fleeves ; as allo ftock- 
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14061 0% arrived at Corbeil on Saturday evening, intend- 
vs ing to pafs part of Sunday and all Monday at Paris, 
having fome purchafes to make for the palace. Juft 
as I entered the ftreet de la Coutellerie, | met a mef- 
fenger from madam de Liancourt, who acquainted 
me, that that lady having received frefh letters 
from the king, and alfo an account that her filter, 
the abbefs of Maubuillon, was ill, fhe had deter- 
mined to fet out before the day appointed, and that 
I might join her at Pontoife. I fufpected this lady 
had an intention to make her court to the king at 
the expence of my dilatorinefs ; I therefore altered 
my refolution, and told my people, that I would 
go that fame night to Maubuiffon, without ftop- 
ping at Paris but only while I refrefhed myfelf and 
baited my horfes, which I did at the firft inn I 
came to, whofe fign was the three pigeons. The 
mention of this inn recals to my remembrance a co- 
nical adventure which happened to me there. 

Entering, without any attendants, into a very 
large chamber, [ found a man walking about it 
very faft, and fo abforbed in thought, that he nei- 
ther lated me, nor, as I imagine, perceived my 
entrance. Looking at him with more attention, 
every thing in his perfon, his manner, countenance, 
and drefs, appeared to me very uncommon; his 
body was long and flender, his face thin and wi- 
thered, his beard white and forked; he had a large 
hat on his head which covered his face, a cloak 
buttoned clofe at the collar, boots of an enormous 
fize, a fword that trailed on the ground, and in his 
hand a large double bag, like thofe that are tied to 
faddle bows. I afked ein in a raifed tone of 
voice, if he lodged in that chamber, and why he 
feemed in fuch profound contemplation? My man, 
affronted at the queftion, without faluting or even 
deigning to look at me, aniwered me rudely, that 

he was in his own chamber, and that he was think- 
ing of his affairs, as:l might do of mine. | Afftho’: 
I was a little furprifed at ists impertinence, I never-: 
thelefs 
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thelefs defired him very civilly to permit me to t 596. 
dine in that chamber ; a propofal which he received 1 


crumbling, and was followed by a refufal ftill lefs 
polite. That moment three of my gentlemen, my 
pages, and fome footmen, entering the room, my 
brutal companion thought fit to foften his looks 
and words, pulled off his hat, and offered me 
every thing in his power: then fuddenly, eying 
me with a fixed regard, afked me, with a wild 
air, where I was going? I told him to meet the 
king: What, fir,” he replied, “ has the king 
“ fent for you ? Pray tell me on what day and hour 
*¢ you received his letters, and alfo at what hour 
‘ you fet out ?” 

It was not difficult to difcover an aftrologer by 
thefe queftions, which he afked me with an invin- 
cible gravity. I was farther obliged to tell him 
my age, and to allow him to look into my hands, 

After all thefe ceremonies were over, ‘ Sir,” 
faid he with an air of furprife and refpect, ‘* I will 
‘ refign my chamber to. you very willingly, and 
‘ before it be long, many more perfons will quit 
‘ their places to you with more regret than I do 
‘ mine.” The more | pretended to be aftonifhed 
at his great abilities, the more he endeavoured to 
give me proofs of them; he promifed me riches, 
honours, and power (aftrologers are feldom nig- 


gards) and added, that if I would inform him of 


the hour of my birth, he would tell me all that 
had or ever would happen to me ; -but without de- 
firing to know my name, or telling me his, he 
thought proper, after thefe words, to leave me 
precipitately, excufing himfelf for not ftaying longer 
with me, upon the neceflity he was under to carry 
fome papers immediately to his advocate ard pro- 
curator. J made no efforts to detain him; but it 
was not the fame with my people, whom I per- 
ceived to be feized with fear and refpect at every 
word this madman uttered. I diverted my me 

with 
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1596. with ah account of this little adventure in the fir 
t-v~ letter I wrote to her. 


In the evening I arrived at Maubuiffon, which 
ferves for a fuburb to Pontoife: there | met ma- 
dam de Liancourt, with whom I took the road. 
next day to Clermont. TF rode about feven or eight 
hundred paces before the litter in which this lady 
was, and which was followed at fome diftance by 
a great unwieldy coach that carried her women ; 
before and behind this coach marched feveral ules 
loaded with bageage. About a league from Cler- 
mont, where the road'was very narrow, a fteep hill on 
one fide, and a hanging valley on the other, leaving 
only room enough for two carriages to go a-breaft ; 
the coachman alighting upon fome occafion or o- 
ther, one of the mules pafling near the fide of the 
coach, after it ftopped, by its neighing, and the 
found of its bells, fo terrified the horfes, which 
unfortunately happened to be young and fkittifh, 
that, takins the bit between their teeth, they drew 
the coach along with fuch rapidity, that meeting, 
with two other mules, they overturned them in 
their courfe. The women within, feeing a thou- 
fand abyffles opened under their feet, apprehended 
their danger, and fent forth moft lamentable cries. 
‘Fhe coachman and muleteers endeavoured in vain to: 
{top the horfes : they were already within fifty paces 
of the litter, when madam Liancourt, alarmed by 
the noife, looked out, and‘ {creamed aloud ; F alfo 
turned back, and trembling at the danger in which 
I'faw this lady and her attendants, without being 
able to affift them on account of the diftance I 
was at, Ah! friend,’ faid I to Pa: Font, ‘ the. 
‘ women will be dafhed in pieces, what will be- 
“ come of us? and what will the king fay?” 
While I was thus fpeaking, I pufhed my horfe for- 
ward with all my ftrength; but this was ufelefs, 
and I fhould have arrived too late. 

By one of thofe lucky chances, and which al- 
moft amount to a miracle,. meee the danger was 
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greateft, the axle-tree of the little wheels coming 4.96, 
out of the nave by a violent fhock which broke et 


the pegs, the two wheels fell on each fide, and the 
coach to the ground, and there ftopped ; one of 
the hindmoft horfes was thrown down by the fhock, 
and kept in the other; the fore horfes broke their 
traces, and pañled fo clofe to the litter, which was 
already at the extremity of the precipice, that it 
is plain if they had drawn the coach along with it, 
it would have been thrown over it. I ftopped 
them and gave them to my domeftics to hold, af- 
ter which I flew to relieve madam de Liancourt, 


who was half dead with fear. I went next to the 


coach, and affifted the women to get out of it: 


they were for having the coachman hanged, and I 


was complaifant enough to give him two or three 
ftrokes with my cane. At length their terrors be- 


ing entirely diffipated, and the carriage refitted, 


we refumed our journey; and till we arrived at 
Clermont I continued to ride clofe to madam De 
Liancourt’s litter. 

The king had fet out for this place to meet his 
miftrefs, and arrived there a quarter of an hour 
after us. I did not fail to inform him immediately 
of what had happened; and while I was relating 
this adventure, I obferved him attentively, and faw 
him turn pale and tremble. By thefe emotions, 
which I never perceived in him in the greateft 
dangers, it was eafy to guefs the violence of his 
paffion for this lady. 

The firft moments were given to tendernefs ; af- 
ter which the king confulted with me concerning 
the ftate of his affairs. That which was of moft 
confequence at prefent, was the advice he had juit 


received, by a letter from Rouen, that the duke of 


Montpenfier, engaged more ftriétly than ever with 
the factious courtiers, had formed a very. dangerous 


_defign againft his royal perfon (this defign was not 


‘explained) ; and that he was endeavouring by all 


A 


forts of methods, to gain himfelf dependents. The 
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. king was fo much the more afflicted at this news, 


as he really loved the duke of Montpenfier ; ; and 
fince policy hindered him from marrying ‘his fifter 
to the count of Soiffons, or any of the princes of 
Lorrain, he was accuftomed to look upon this 
prince as his future brother-in-law. He infifted 
that all other bufinefs being poftponed for this, E 
fhould go immediately to Rouen, and there either 
prevail upon the cuke of Montpenfier to return to 
his duty, or difconcert all his projects. 

I ftaid fix days at Rouen, and during that time 
¥ had fufficient reafon to be convinced that the 
imputations againft this prince were abfolutely falfe, 
and an artifice of thofe who fought to throw the 
government into confufion, The duke of Mont- 
penfier, whofe fentiments were very different from 
thofe they accufed him of,. fuffered nothing to ap- 
pear either in his actions or difcourfe, but what 
proved his ftriét attachment to the king. Thofe 
pérfons with whom he had had the clofeft con- 
nexions, durft not in his prefence avow any prin- 
ciple contrary to his, and had no hope of ever 
gaining him. One day when he did me the honour 
to invite me to dine with him, he talked to me of 
his refolution to continue inviolable in his duty to 
the king, with a candour and freedom which thofe 
who know him are fenfible he would not have been. 
capable of had he been confcious of any fecret 
guilt; and although he did not feek to juftify him- 
felf, yet innocence carries along with it certain fi- 
lent proofs, which cannot be refifted. He em-. 
braced me feveral times as a man who was dear to 
him by being faithfully devoted to the king; and 
on that account promifed me his friendfhip, of 
which F have fince had many inftances. I men- 
tioned to him his marriage with the princefs Cathe- 
rine, as an affair in which the king was as folicitous 
for his fuccefs as he himfelf could be. He con- 
fefled to me that he had never defired any thing 
with fo much atdour a as the pofk fon of this Fe 
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cefs, but that he durft not flatter himfelf with a 1 596. 
-hope of obtaining her, fince.he had not qualities, vs 


he faid, capable. of gaining her heart, or of fub- 
duing the afcendant the count of Soiffons had over 
him. I remained. entirely fatished with the duke 
of Montpenfier’s fentiments, and refolved to give 
2 good, account of them to the king. The re- 
mainder of the time I ftaid at Rouen I employed 
in renewing my former friendfhips. with jeveral 
erfons, among whom were the firft prefident De 
Busia, mefMfieurs De Lanquetot, De Gremon- 
ville, De Bourgtheroulde, De Berniere, all mem- 
bers of the parliament ; the abbots, De Tiron, and 
Martinbault ; the fieurs De Motteville, Des-Ha- 
meaux, De Mefnil, captain of the Old Palace ; 
De La-Haulle,.De Menencourt, Du Mefnil-bafil, 
‘and others, by whom I was treated, and whom I 
treated in myturn. I lodged with La-Pile, one 
of my particular.friends, s 

I found the king ftill at Amiens *, where a few 
days.after arrived deputies from the principal cities 
of Provence, and) Languedoc, whofe compliments 
and harangues' his majefty received with his accuf- 
tomed goodnefs. ..The deputy from Marfeilles was 
heard with. moft pleafure, as he fpoke for a city fo 
ancient, and at all times fo faithful to its fove- 
reigns. a: 

The king being not only undeceived by my re- 
port of the duke of Montpenfier, but allo more 
than ever convinced: of his affection, refolved to 
make one effortimore in his favour ; and unfortu- 
nately 1 was the..perfon whom he fixed upon to 
difcharge this new commiffion.. Having fent for 
me,one night to his bedfide, he told me that, un- 
der a pretence of vifiting the princefs Catherine, I 


* The deputies of the town of ‘ of you; and for my part I nei- 
Arniens fpeaking to him, in their “ ther fear nor loye you.” , Le 
‘addrefs, of Henry IIId’s goodnefs; Grain, Decade d’Henry le grand, 
“€ Yes, fays he to them, he wasa liy, x, | 
# good prince, but he was afraid 
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1596. muft go and endeavour to prevail upon her to give 
UV the duke of Montpenfier that place in her heart 


which the count of Soiffons *, notwithftanding the 
facrifice of the marriage contract, ftill poffeffed. 
After what had happened to me at Chartres upon 
this occafion, I thought it rafhnefs to embark in 


an affair in which it was impoffible to fucceed. I 


conjured the king not to expofe me, by this new 
attempt, to the eternal hatred of this prineefs and 
the count. My intreaties, prefling as they were, 
had no effect: he anfwered me only with the pro- 
verb, a good mafter, a bold fervant ; and I had no- 
thing for it but obedience. | 
My laft refource was to demand my commiffion 
in writing, that it might fecure me agaïnft the fate 
of many courtiers, who have been difgraced for 
acting with a blind obedience to their matter, a- 
@ainft perfons of that rank; and befides a letter of 
compliment to the princefs, I required a fecond, 
in which he fhould deduce the motives of my jour- 
ney, the nature of his orders, and the manner, and 
arguments by which he defired I fhould enforce 
them. When I made this propofal, the king, al- 
ways tenacious of what concerned his honour, re- 
plied that his greateft enemies never demanded 
more fecurity than his word. I anfwered by affu- 
ring him that I would never make ufe of it but at 
the laft extremity ; and that if the princefs fhould 
appear difpofed to comply with his defires, pro- 


vided I could convince her that I acted folely by 


his authority, this writing would then be necefary. 
The king yielded to this laft argument ; and being 
furnifhed with this authentic piece, I took the road 
to Fontainebleau, where the princefs then was, 
extremely perplexed with the part I had under- 
taken. | 


 # She ufed to fay to fuch as %% count.”  Matthien, tom. He 
fpoke to her on the king’s part: liv, ii. p, 628.! 
€ Above all things, [I will have my 
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I ftaid only a day at Paris, from whence I went 1596. 
to the princefs, who expected me with impatience, vs 


the king having informed her fome days before by 
Loménie of my intended journey, without explain- 
ing the occafion of it. She had flattered herfelf 
(for love, if it fears all, hopes all likewife) that I 
might poffibly be come to make the count of Soif- 
fons happy; and this thought made me happy 
alfo, as long as it lafted, which was the two firft 
days; for thofe I thought neceffary to give to ci- 
vility and compliments. She altered her beha- 
viour on the third, when fhe found that I only in- 
troduced the fubjeét of her love to declare to her 
that the count of Soiffons had, by his imprudent 
conduct, incenfed the king to fuch a degree, that 
fhe ought no longer to think of making him her 
hufband : for_I judged it proper to begin by re- 
moving one, before I endeavoured to introduce 
the other. 

Although, in fpeaking of the count of Soiffons, 
I made ufe of the gentieft terms my imagination 
could furnifh me with, he had in the princefs fo 
ardent a defender, that in her anfwer fhe inter- 
mingled the harfheft epithets, and menaces of de- 
priving me of the king’s favour.  Aftonifhed at 
a rage fo fudden and violent, I thought of nothing 
but appealing her, otherwife my commiffion would 
have that moment been at an end. I therefore 
intreated her to hear me, and began a tedious 
fpeech, of which I knew not myfelf the end; and 
firft I introduced a long and eloquent proteftation 
of my refpect, attachment, and earneft defire to 
ferve her; during which I racked my imagination, 
in vain, to furnifh me with the means of calming 
her mind, fince what it was moft neceffary the 
fhould hear, namely the count of Soiffons’ info- 
Jent behaviour to the king, was precifely that 
which would enrage her the moft. I ventured 
however to break through this difficulty, and con- 
jured her to reflect ferioufly whether this prince 
G 3 had, 
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had, by his whole condut, deferved that the king 
fhould be folicitous to raïfe his’ fortune.” Itiwas 
the hope only that a difcourfe, whofe beginning was 
fo'difagreeable, would end in a manner > farduratle 
to her” paffion, that ‘obliged the ‘princefs to give 
ay attention to me ; which I judged by thofe emo- 
tions of anger and difdain which overfpread her 
face alternately with blufhes and palenefs. | 

JT continued to lay before her, with all the mode- 
ration imaginable, the many caufes of ill-will which 
the count had given the king, particularly: his. be- 
haviour in Burgundy, certainly: dinexcufable even ih 
‘the eyés of a miftrefs. I ufed however the precau- 
tion to repeat frequently that, for my own part, I 
believed the count to be very diftant from thofe 
‘féntiments which his conduét gave room to attri- 
bute to him: I dwelt upon the confequences it 
“muft unavoidably have, at'a’time when 4 procefs 
was actually commenced againit the princefs of 
Condé, by which the prince ‘her fon, ftilla hugue- 
‘not, lived uncertain of his ftate, in a kind of ‘ba- 
‘hifhment at Rochelle. This’ affair being of /the 
number of thofe in which'juftice alone was not fuf- 
“ficient, the friends of the young prince would’ have 
found it difficult to have fcattered thofe: accufa- : 
‘tions againft the mother, and fecured to the fon 
his rank of firft prince of the blood and prefump- 
‘tive heir to the crown, ifthe king, by fuppreffing 
‘the inftruments of the procefs, as he did at: laft, 
‘had ‘not interefted himfelf in the juftification of 
‘the one, andthe defence of the other. 1. made 
‘the princefs fenfible that the count was mafter of 
his own fate, ‘but that he made fo bad an ufe of 
ithe king’s favourable difpofitions towards him, ‘that 
she would infallibly oblige him to engage in'théin- 
-terefts of his rival! ‘In fhort, T'faid enough’ to 
“have made any other think he was greatly’ to 
‘blamed. | 

The’ princefs, who dining this difeourtey” had 


“allen into a reverie, occafioned more by vexation 


than 
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than prudent D. interrupted me,here, to 1506. 
haften-to. chat conclufion which I had given her a wn 


favourable hint of, and which feemed ne ther off in 
proportion as I lengthened my {peech, But having 
once.begun,. fhe was not fuficiently miftrefs of her- 
felf to ftop where fhe intended; and giving way to 
the rage that filled her heart, fhe fell upon me a 
fecond.time, who, fhe faid, only fought to deceive 
her, and upon the king her brother, ‘ who loves 
“¢ mefo.much,” faid the ironically, that he can- 
« not-refolve to get: rid of me;” and as a proof 
entered into a long enumeration ‘of her lovers; a- 
mongft. whom it would have been eafy to prove that 
fhe had miffed of an eftablifhment through her own 
fault, as when. fhe refufed the king of Scotland, 

In the courfe of her complaints fhe neither {pared 
the queen her mother, nor king Henry III. who, 
fhe faid, had all confpired to keep her fingle. Her 
ftock of rancour being almoft exhaufted by fo ma- 
ny.invectives, the fofter paffion took its place, and 
naturally turned her thoughts on the count of Soif- 
fons; .a fubject which fhe treated not Jefs amply, 
but in a manner very.different from the former. 

At length, recollecting that her defign by inter- 
rupting me,. was to hear. that advice by which, I 
told -her,.all paft errors. might be repaired, fhe 
afked me pofitively what that advice was, but with 
the fame tone of malignant raillery ; by which I was 
ftill better convinced that her mind was irritated 
beyond the power of human eloquence to cure: 
but. prefled. by the queftion, I replied, “ By the 
“< count of Soiflons” doing the very contrary of 
«what, he has hitherto done.” The obfervations 
I made while I pronounced thefe few words, were 
fufficient to perfuade me, that it would be to no 
purpofe to, propofe the duke of Montpenfier to her ; 
I therefore looked upon my commiffion to be at an 
end, or rather abfolutely ufelefs, and all I aimed at 
now was to draw myfelf out of this embarraffment 


by expreffions fo vague and general, that the prin- 
G 4 cefs 
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1596. cefs might not take any advantage of me, nor after- 
“yw wards maintain that | had failed in my promife to 


her. Nothing is more eafy than this kind of dif- 
courfe. I entered at firft upon the neceffary duties 
of crowned heads, and expatiated long upon this 
fubjeét; from whence, however, I drew no other 
inference, but that the king could not be reproach- 
ed with any failure of his. This introduced ano- 
ther fet difcourfe, divided into feveral parts, where- 


in Henry’s gentlenefs of difpofition was not flightly — 


difcufied; and to conclude by fomething ftill clearer, 
fince the princefs, contrary to my expectations, had 
patience enough to liften to fo tedious an harangue, 
I affured her, in few words, that Henry’s temper 
was fuch, that I was confident he would be eafily 
prevailed upon to confent to every thing that was 
reafonable. 

_ The princefs, furprifed at fo precipitate a con- 
clufion, afked me, indeed with fome appearance of 
reafon, if | had nothing more to fay to her; for it 
is certain, that I had gone a great way about tolittle 
purpofe: I replied, that 1 had ftill a great many 
things to add. This long converfation having laft- 
ed till night, I depended upon having wearied the 
princefs fo much, that fhe would take an abfolute 
leave of me: but I was miftaken; fhe gave me only 
till the next day to fatisfy her demands, and left me 
with a fullen and malignant air, accompanied with 
a glance, and fome interjeétions, which I heard as 
I went out, upon the part I had played at Chartres; 
from whence | drew a very unfavourable prefage. - 

I fhould have been the moft prefumptuous of all 
men, if, after this, I could have flattered myfelf 
with being able to bring her to the point we defired. 
Indeed I was fo far from entertaining fuch a thought, 
that | fhould have been rejoiced, if the princefs, in 
quitting me, had commanded me never to appear 
before her again. 1 went however to wait upon her 
at the appointed hour, which was after fhe had 
dined. She had repaired to her cabinet earlier than 

ufual, 
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ufual, and continued there fhut up conferring with 1596. 
. the ladies De Rohan, de La-Guiche, de La-Barre, Www 


and.De Neufvy, from none of whom I had the Jeaft 
reafon to expect any good offices. I waited in her 
chamber, talking to the ladies De Gratians, and 
Pangeac, and two other young ladies, who were as 
much inclined to favour meas the others to do the 
contrary. 1 told them, that I fhould not have been 
forry, if they had been in the princes’s cabinet in- 
ftead of thofe ladies that were then with her, who, 
] was perfuaded, were that very moment giving her 
very bad advice. They told me I ought not to 
imagine fo, but in a tone that confirmed me in my 
opinion. 

It was an hour at leaft, before the princefs came 
out; fhe had been all this time preparing herfelf, 
and, perceiving me, told me that fhe was going to 
give me her anfwer; the purport of which it was 
not difficult to guefs, by the cold yet contemptuous 
air with which fhe pronounced thofe words. _I fol- 
lowed her, in great uneafinefs; but fhe fpared me 
the pain of fpeaking firft, by telling me that fhe 
acquitted me of all I had promifed to inform her 
of, and that now 1 had nothing to do but to hear 
her in my turn: then affuming an air ftill more 
haughty and contemptuous, fhe treated me in the 
prefence of all thofe witneffes (I am obliged to con- 
tefs it) like the bafeft of men, who, fhe faid, took 
upon myfelf the character of a perfon of import- 
ance, and an»able politician, while, in reality, I 
was a vile and infamous parafite, who had endea- 
voured to extort from her own mouth a confeffion 
of faults, which neither fhe nor the count had ever 


been guilty of, to make my court tothe king, who 


was himfelf afhamed of the part I had acted... The 
princefs could not here avoid falling into the female 
fault of betraying, by an exuberance of words, the 
referve fhe had-refolved to maintain. Something 
which I had faidthe evening before, relating to her 
conduct and that of the count of Soiffons in Bearn, 

occur 
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1595. Occuftiny to her|memory, fhe entered-into: an: un- 
WVS déafonable juftification of it) .Pangeac(was called a 


great loggerhead, who had not yet received: his de- 
Yertss my comment upon the duties of kings was 
foündihighly unbecoming: them recalling -herfelf 


fromthis “rambling ttrain, fhe told) me, “that, to 


clofe all with a few words, and to hinder me from 
boaiting of my commiffion, fhe gave me to-under- 
ftand)cthat Fwasitafht and: imprudent: to: the laft 
degree; to'concern myfelf with the-affairs of a per- 
fon: fo ‘far: abovermesv I; that» was only arprivate 
gentleman, ‘whofe’ higheft honour ithad been to be 
brought'up’in herfamily, ‘and: who,: aswell as:all 
my relations, had fubfifted only upon the:bounty 
of the’ princes ‘of Navarre; ‘thatthe fateiof all thofe 
who like me; ungrateful : for paft benefits, : durft 
prefume to interfere betwixt perfonsfoinearly united, 
vas to be facrificed fooner-or later; without the ho- 
nour of having my: interpofition known: to be the 
caufe. . From acwomamthefe expreffions might “be 
‘endured! but, tas! the princefs was well aflured-that 
no man vihatever, mot-even ‘the countiof: Soiflons, 
although:a ‘prince of the blood,« durft treat: me sin 
‘the fame manner, ‘fhe added, as the:highett affront 
fhe'could think: ofjathatlall theshadhfaid wasiin the 


‘count’s Hamie as well as her own. 0 The conclufion 
‘of this fpeech was of a’ piece-withlall che reft ; the 


thréatned, withoan excefs of) ragé,»to-ruin me for 


ever with the king, by a fingle» word, .and :forbad 
‘me,’ 'for'the future, soslappeat in ni place where 
fe was. |: 28W 


‘I donot believe any diftinion of rank or fexican 


‘atithorife the ufe of terms fo outrageous :. certainly 
Gt cannot be vanity/in me to repeat them 5: but;-ds 
‘the princefs added endeavours to words, and obliged 


me to take meafures for my own‘defence, in which, 


for the firft times} waved'that fubmiffion which I 
‘owed to a princefs, the fitter ofimy king, I-cannot 
‘better prove ithe neceflity F wasründer to take fuch 
. bt th than by faithfully relating ithofe converfati- 
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ons, and even’ the very words that were made yfe 4 596. 
of. ‘Although my pride foffered greatly by this sv 


fhameful treatment, ! [had difcretion and even po- 
licy-enough, not to fuffer it to appear; I fay policy, 
for had my countenance exprefled the leaft emotion, 
of my'reply the leaft bitternefs, the princefs, with- 
outthearing me, would have left men a triumph 
which it was neceffary I fhould leffen before thofe 
pérfons who either took part in, or-were witnefles 
righ it. 

-Dbegan therefore with the falfe ciAidicy of a man 
who is ‘folicitous to difculpate himfelf ; and that I 
‘might engage the princefs to hear all '!T had to fay, 
D cold ber that ]owas very much grieved, to find 
that the prejudices fhe had conceived: made her dif. 
.covera meaning incmy words that I had no intenti- 
on to give them, and had drawn’ upon me a treat- 
ment I could not pofibly deferve that it was eafy 
for me to convince her how little I'meritéd thofe 
xéproaches fhe had caft upon me; and to begin 
withæhe count of Soiffons, fhe knew that in all I 
had: faid relating to him, I had added that, for my 
ownpart, I was abfolutely convinced of the recti- 
tude of his intentions. By this introduction, 1 
ftopped the'princefs, who fuppofed fhe fhould foon 
joes the pleafure to fee me Sy dr > pardon at her 
feet 

I went on with the ide comporiire to tell her, 
‘that'to remove thedifpleafure fhe feemed to enter- 
tainythat .a private gentleman and one unworthy 
to approach her, fhould be fent to treat with her, I 
begaed leave to remind her that although, by the 
prodigality of my anceftors, I was neither poffefied 
of ‘the eftate nor’ dignities to which I had a claim, 
yet, however, more than a hundred thoufand crowns 
had been carried by the daughters of my family, 

into” the: houfes: of Bourbon and Auftria *; and 


“11% I refer the banks to! jet ex- the alliances of thé houfe of Bee 
planation I have given in the be- thune, 
ginning of thele Memoirs, about 


ë : that, 
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1596. that, far from being a charge to the king fince I 
~~ had been in his fervice, his majefty had fometimes 


given me the pleafure to fee him have recourfe to 
mein his neceflities. _I acknowledged, however, 
that nothing could juftify my having exceeded his 
orders, if I had really been capable of doing fo. 
That moment, taking another paper of the king’s 
out of my pocket, addrefled to the princefs, in 
form of a letter, I took advantage of the aftonifh- 
ment into which | had caft her, to tell her, that to 
finifh my meffage before I quitted her for ever, I — 
declared to. her, as her fervant, that his majefty 
holding the place of her father, and being likewife 
her mafter and her king, fhe had no other part to 
take than fubmiffion to his will; that without liften- 
ing to any thing the count of Soiffons could fuggeft, 
fhe muft refolve either to accept of a,hufband trom 
the king her brother, or incur the lofs of his fa- 
vour; that in this laft cafe, it would be a very fen- 
fible mortification to her, after having held the 
rank of a queen, to fee herfelf reduced to a very 
inconfiderable fortune, fince fhe was not ignorant, 
that befides the prefents the king had beftowed, in 
the refignation he made her of thofe eftates fhe at 
prefent enjoyed, he had confulted rather the diétates 
of his own heart than the laws and cuftoms of Na- 
varre, which would have appointed a very {mall 
provifion for her. 

Thefe laft words drew the princefs, in fpite of 
herfelf, out of that fcornful infenfibility fhe had af- 
fected to fhew, to enter into the greateft tranfport 
of rage that any woman could be capable of. After 
giving vent to all that anger could infpire, fhe went 
furioufly into her cabinet; and I withdrew, with 
great compofure, towards the ftaircafe, whither 
madam de Neufvy came running after me, to tell 
me, that the princefs had fent her to demand the 
letter I had fhewn her. This was a new ftratagem 
of thofe four ladies, who had perfuaded the prin- 
cefs, that fhe would ruin me more effectua'ly me 

Sie the 
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the king, if fhe could make it appear thatI had 14096. 
facrificed his majefty’s letter, I perceived the fnare Www 


that was laid for me, and I replied to madam de 
Neufvy, that I was furprifed the princefs, after hav- 
ing refufed to hear the contents of the letter, fhould 
fend immediately to demand it. I added, that I 
would communicate it only to the princefs, and read 
it to her, having occafion for it myfelf. This was 
not what the meflenger wanted, and fhe returned 
without making me any anfwer. 

I went that evening to Moret, where my wife 
then was, and ftaying with her only one day, fet out 
the next for Paris, to meet my courier, whom I had 
fent from Fontainebleau with difpatches to the king, 
But | was greatly furprifed when, inftead of him, 
I faw young Boéffe, the princefs’s fteward of the 
houfhold, arrive with a letter, at which I was ftill 
more furprifed, when I faw it was from the king. 
I knew that Boëfle was the perfon whom fhe fent 
with her difpatches to his majefty. I found that 
this letter had been fent open to the princefs, and 


had not been tranfmitted to me till it had paffed 


through her hands, and that fhe had fealed it with 
her own feal: all thefe circumftances left me no 
room to doubt of my misfortune, which by a fad 
foreboding in my mind was ftill more confirmed, 
and I opened the letter trembling. My fears were 
but too juft ; inftead of praifes, and thofe expreffi- 
ons of efteem and confidence with which the king’s 
letters to me were generally filled, my eyes were 
ftruck with a fevere command to make the princefs 
fatisfaction. His majefly ** could not fuffer (thefe 
‘6 were his words) that one of his fubjects fhould 
‘ affront a princefs, and his fifter, without punifh- 
*¢ ing him immediately for his fault, if he did not 
repair it by fubmiffion.” 

I was overwhelmed, I confefs, with this unex- 
pected blow, and fo much the more, as, having 
no reafon to imagine that the king had not received 
my letter, I faw that it was after he had read 3 that 
| | was 
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1596. Iwas thus treated. Whatreflections did Inot'then 
wv make upon’the misfortune. of being employedin | 


fettling the differences of perfons of fuch rank, and 
the danger of-ferving kings. I had nothing to re- 
proach “myfelf with, in regard:to Henrys. I had 
ferved him four and twenty years with an abi pees 
affiduity, and a zeal that nothing could allay : 

was with reluctance that 1 accepted this laft dia. 


greeable commiffion: ‘the writing which Ehad ob: 
tained of the king contained many things) much 


more fevere than any I had faid to the :princefs ; 
and I had fuppreffed them at a time when.it would; 
perhaps, have been excufable to. have aggravated 
them. My guilt was, at moft, a too faithful obe- 
dience; yet his majefty facrificed me cruelly, 'with- 
out any regard to my reafons,.or his ownexprefs — 
commands. Iwas fenfibly affected with this injuf- 

tice, and all my thoughts ran upon forming frong 
refolutions to quit the court for ever. | 
But fcarce had I taken thefe-refolutions when a 
thoufand motives concurred to make me change 
them. Henry, as I had already often proved, had 
acquired fuch an empire over my will, that after _ 
repeated oaths. on my fide to quit: him, a fingle 
word from ‘him has drawn merto him as it were ‘by 
enchantment. ‘To this was addedthe confideration 
of my own intereft: by liftening to my refentment 
I was ‘expofing myfelf to lofe the rewards of:my 
dong fervices, when I was juit upon the point of 
obtaining them, and at a time when, being difin- 
herited by the vifcount de Gand, I loft an eftate of 
fifty thoufand livres a year; exhaufted by a long 
and painful fervice, having a houfe to eftablifh, and 
menaced with a numerous family by the fertility of ~ 
my wife, thefe expected rewards were all my re- 
fource, and the only foundation I had to buildup- — 
on. But, on the other fide, how couldJd endure to ~ 
fuffer, like a criminal, the haughty and contemp- 
tuous behaviour of ‘a princefs, with whom bh had 
jut before maintained a ee fo different, ee 
7: who 
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who: would make this cup as. bitter for meas ‘the I 5661 
was able? The: doitation and grief of ! oa mind may www 


be eafily imagined. MTL 

I at length took the moft prudent: part I could, 
but it was far from fufpending the uneafinefs chat 
preyed upon my fpirits; Ifeigned ficknefs, and 
the deep melancholy with ich. I was feized was in 
reality capable of communicating to my body part 
of the diforder of my mind. aditteveredsad no 
perfon whatever the caufe of my grief, butfent for 
a phyfician, who making me -tremble for thecon- 
fequences of a difeafe entirely of my own framing 
promifed, however, to reftore me to health by the 
force of bleeding and purges. 

At four o *elock in the -afternoon another: phy fi- 
cian arrived, for whom the cure of my difterper 
was referved'3 this was Picaut, my courier, whom 
Thad waited for impatiently, to take, ‘upon the ac- 
counts he-fhould bring me, my laft refolutions. 
‘After informing me that he had had the misfortune 
to ftrain his autel which was the caufe that the 
princefs’s courier came to the king before ‘him, he 


prefented me with a letter, in this prince’s own | 


hand-writing, which removed all my complaints: 
Henry told mein it, that I had reafon to be offend- 
ed with the contents of his former letter, which he 
had written’ in'one of thofe fudden tranfports that 
I knew were natural to him, and upon exaggerated 


complaints. joined to the inftances and importu- 
: P > J P 


nities of his fifter; but that, to calm my uneafinefs, 
he affured me he would difavow nothing I had faid, 
-in which if he failed, he would permit me to take 
ufe of his own letter againft him: he concluded 
‘with thefe words,  Come:to me, that you may 
** inform me more particularly of all that/has/paf- 
“ fed, and depend upon being ‘as well received 
‘* by meas you have ever been, let who will be 
Se angry atit. Adieu, my friend.” 

In this ‘kind familiatity L'knew again my old 
matter, This letter was dated the r7th of May, 


and 
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1596. and the firft the 15th, and both from Amiens, for 
y which place I fet out very early in the morning, 


and arrived there the next day. . I neither fuppref- 
fed nor palliated any part of what had been faid or 
done at Fontainebleau between the princefs and me; 
and his majefty, by repeated expreffions of friend 
fhip and efteem for me, fhewed that he approved 
of my whole conduét. 

That I may not too often interrupt the courfe of 
my hiftory by a recital which is equally proper every 
where, I fhall finifh, in a few words, all that con- 
cerns this affair. La Varenne, who was employed 
by the princefs to take care of her interefts at the 
court, did not fail to inform her of the good recep- 
tion the king gave me, and the report that was 
every where fpread, that the finances would be 
wholly confided to my care. The princefs com- 
prehended, by this news, that it was now neceflary 
not only to renounce her vengeance, but alfo to be 
upon good terms, for the future, with a man from 
whofe hands henceforwards all the appointments for 
the fupport of her houfhold would proceed. Whe- 
ther fhe was convinced that fhe herfelf was wrong, 
or ftill imputed the blame to me, fhe had the gene- 
rofity to pardon me: and I muft confefs, to the 
honour of this princefs, that in this fhe fhewed a 
greatnefs of foul of which few perfons could have 
been capable. If in thofe qualities which marked 
the character of this princefs, we except an excefs 
of vivacity which it was notin her power to reftrain, 
and to which, in the affair above mentioned, was 
added the force of the moft impetuous of all paffi-. 
ons, her difpofition will be.found naturally good 
and eafy, capable even of the refinements of friend- 
fhip, and the warmth of gratitude. 

She communicated this alteration of her fenti- 
ments with. regard to me to madam de Pangeac, 
one of my friends; and even made the firft advances 
to madam de Rofny. I had left her in childbed at 


_ Moret, When her health was perfectly re-eftablifh- 


ed, 
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-édjodhe went one day:toichurch ‘at. Fontainebleau, 1596. 
and returned withoutwaïtingupon the-princefs, un- Li 


déripretence of a flightindifpoftion which confined 
her to her bed. Madam de Pangeac making her 
fomé teproaches, as if from herfelf,» but in reality 
-by the »princefs’s orders, my wife found herfelf ob- 
liged totel! her, thapthe terms [was upon with the 
_ptincefs made it impoñible for her to do herfelf that 
vhonour. At a fecond journey which madam de 
LRofny:made to Fontainebleau, the princefs caufed 
herrto-be told, that: thé reafons fhe had given ma- 
dam de Pangeac ought not to prevent her coming 
sto fee her. Accordingly, my wife waited. upon 
her, and had, a moft gracious reception. She con- 
fefied, to her fi incerely, that fhe was not yet entirely 
fatished. with my conduct, as fhe thought fhe had 
réafon }to» expect a very different: one; ‘confidering 
_thofe inftances of friendfhip which ‘I. had received 
from-her.in my youth: fhe mentioned feveral pate 
ties: of pleafure at Pau, or at M de Mioffens’ * 
_svhere-fhe had done me the honour totake me with 
her; particularly that when running at the ring I 
gained the prize, which-was a jewelof {mall value, 
and was going to receive it from her hand, fhe 
changed the jewel, and gave meoneinits ftead worth 
two thoufand crowns.:' She did not forget to men- 
tion, that my: father had often diaistie the queen, 
her:mother, ‘in his arms. After all this, the prin- 
cefs very obligingly told my wife, that her refent- 
ment dgain{t me had never extended to her, whofe 
difpofition fhe loved.» She faid a thoufand obliging 
things of M. de Saint-Martin; my: wite’s uncle, 
who, had been firft gentleman of the bedchamber to 
the king; -and of madam de Saint-Martin, the filter 
of M. de Mioffens, and satleqbent! y a néar relation 
of her own. 
Mädam de Rofny lefther creme well fatisfied, 
and fully determined to ufe her utmoft endeavours 
to reftore me to her favour. She made no attempts 


© * Henry d’Albret, baron de Mioffens. 
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1396. .this firft vific, but afterwards, - obferving:.to. ‘the 
CVS -princeis the attention I fhewed in fettling the:af- 
ofignments for the payment of. the offices of: her 
houfhold ; ; and reprefenting to her, that it owas by 
‘repeated orders from his majefty that I had fubdued 
-the reluctance I had to acceptof that commiffion 
which had offended her, Madam de la Force, who 
was then at the princefs’s toilet, joined: my wife ; 
and what furprifed me greatly, being fupported by 
the ladies de Rohan: and de la Barre, they prevailed 
upon her to fend: for me that moment... Fremthe 
time that the princefs was convinced of my inno- 
cence, fhe had fo great a degree of friendfhip fer 
-me as to confide all her fecrets to: me alone : fhe 
propofed and promoted with all her intereft the 
marriage of my eldeft daughter with the duke of 
‘Rohan, her neareft relation * on the fide of the:de- 
*ceafed queen her mother, -and the heir of her eftate 
in Navarre. The king did not then appreve of 
this match, though he did afterwards. And laftly,. 
“when this princefs fet out for Lorrain, fufficiently 
‘difcontented, as it is well known, with the court 
of SET 2 fhe-declared publicly, that there ‘were 
sonly three perfons in it whom fhe efteemed, and: 

that I was one of them. 

Hoftilities between the king’s party and that of 
the league continued, during the years 1595 and 
£596; in the fame parts of the kingdom as‘in the 
preceding years: in Britanny, between meflieurs 
-d’ Aumont and de Saint-Luc, and the duke of 
Mercœur; and in the provinces in the fouth of 
France, where feveral little fkirmifhes happened. | 
between meffieurs de Ventadour, de la Rochefou- 
caut, de Chateauneuf, de Saint-Angel, de Loftange, 
de Chambaret, and other officers on the ore 


* Henry Il: of that name, duke | vifcornt de Rohan, and Habelia. 
ce Rohan, &c, who married Mar- D’Albret, daughter to John king 
"garet de Bethune, as fhall be feen of Navarre, See in all the genea-- 
‘in the fequel of thefe Memoirs, was logifts the other alliances of this il- 
grandfon to PenéI, of that name,, luftrious houfe with that of Frances M 
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fide * ; and meffieuts de Pompadour, de Raftignac, 
de Saint Chamant, de-Montpefat, de La-Chapelle 
Biron, and other leaguers, The defeat of the Cro- 
cans, the fiege of Blaye, the facking of Agen, and 
the death of the duke of Rochefoucaut, are the mot 
remarkable events + that happened in the Limofin 
andthe adjacent places. 1Lefdiguieres continued 
the war with equal fuccefs in Dauphiné, Provence, 
and Piedmont ; fometimes againft the duke of Sa- 
voy, and fometimes againft the duke of Epernon. 
The conclufion of all thefe expeditions: was the en- 
tire defeat of the duke of Savoy, who, thinking to 
derive fome advantages from the difunion of the 
dukes of Guife and Epernon, had marched ds far as 
Provence, from whence he was fhamefully driven 
back; and likewife that.of the duke of Epernon, 
who yielding to his rival the duke of Guife, affifted 


+ Anne de Levis, duke de Ven- 
tadour,>governor of Limôfn, and. 
lieutenant-general for the king in 


Languedoc; he died in 1622. Fran- 
cis de la Rochefoucaut, prince of 
Marfillac.- René de Saint-Marthe, 
fieur de Chateauneuf, Charles de 
Rochefort de Saint-Angel. “Lewis 
- Francis de Loftange, or Louftange. 
N, de Chambaret, otherwife called 
Chambert, :governor of Limofin. 
Lewis vifcount Pompadour. N. de 
Raftignac. . John, de Saint-Cham- 


ant, or Antony his brother. They : 


afterwards were all of -the king’s 
party. Henry Des-Pres de Mont- 
pezat. N.de Charbonniere, fieur 
de la Chapelle Biron. t 

+ Moft of the events which the 
author mentions here, happened 
before the year 1595. . The count 
de. Rochefoucaut had been dead 
fince the year 1591, haying been 
killed, as we faid before, at-the 
battle of Saint-Yrier-Ta-perche. 
The vifcount de Pompadour was 
dikewife dead in 1591. ‘“Lhetak- 
ing of Agen by the count de la 
“Roche, fon to marechal de Matig- 
hon, was likewife in the fame year 
1591. Blaye was belieged in the 
“year 1603; by the fame marechal, 


who, notwithitanding the defeat of 
a, Spanifh fquadron, was obliged to 
raife the fiege. . The Crocans, fo 
called from Croc, a village in the 
Limofin, where they- began to af- 
femble themieives, were alfo de- 
feated about the fame time by 
Chambert, or Chambaret, the go- 
vernor of thatiprovince: and after- 
wards, the marechal de Matignon 
completed their final difperfion and 
overthrow in Languedoc, more by 
ftratagem than by open force. 
Confult, as to all thefe events, the 
hiftorians above quoted; as alfo 
fee, in the particular hiftory of the 
conftable de Lefdiguieres, the ex. 
peditions of this Hero, famous for 
the victories at Eperñon, Pontchar- 
ra; Vinon, &c, and for the taking 
of the fort d'Exiles, of Cahors, and 
of a great number of other places; 
whereby he became mafter of all 
Savoy, ani a part of Piedmont. 
Befides a war, France was fore 
afiiGed «this year 1596, with a 
plague and famine, which were oc- 
cafioned by the utter inverfion of 


-the feafons 3 for l'Etoile fays, that - 


there was a fummer in April, an 
autumn in May, and a winter in 
June, 
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06. bythe. fame Leldiguieres,  d’Ornano, and the 
tA countefs of Sault’s party,’ was left without any re- 


fource, and reduced to the neceffity ‘of imploring 
the king’s clemency, by ‘letters conceived’in terms 
ot the utmott fubmiflion, which ‘his majefty receiv- 
ed at Gaïllon. His letters were very foon after fol- 
lowed by -himfelf, he came and threw shimfelf at 
the king’s feet, which was a kind of triumph for 
Henry, this duke’s humiliation, with that of Bou- 
lon, and de la Tremouille, being amongft the 
number of thofe things he moft earneftly defired. 

During his ftay at Amiens, the king took feveral 
new meafures to facilitate my being “joined i in the 
council of finances. This prince, who by an effe& 
of the native rectitude of his own mind, .could not 
believe it poffible for men to be as corrupt as they 
really were; and by the fweetnefs of his. difpofition 
incapable of proceeding to extremities till he had 
tried all other methods, had for a long time ima- 
gined, that he fhould at length bring this body to 
manage the revenue of the ftate with wifdom and 
ceconomy ; and this important reformation was not | 
fo difficult, but that it might be produced by the 
advice of one man of induftry and integrity, whom 
he would affociate with thofe that compofed it. 
With this view, he fpoke: both in public and pri- 
vate to meffieurs of the council to receive me a- 
mongft them: however great their reluctance was, 
they durft not openly reject a’ propofition, which. 
being made in this manner, refembled rather an in- 
treaty than a command. |. 

F confefs fincerely, that I was not fo eafily brought 
to yield to this medium. His majefty, in a private 
converfation, told me it was his defire I fhould en- 
deavour to gain the good-will of meffieurs of rhe 
council, and by fome inftances of complaifance, re- 
move the fufpicions they had entertained, that if I 
joined their fociety it would be only to do them bad 
offices; fo that I might engage them by my beha- 
viour to make it their own requeft that | fhould be 
affociated amongft them. I did not hefitate a mo- 

ment 
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ment in replying, that this appearedto mé to bé the 1 596. 
worft way imaginable of being introduced into the y 


council of the-finances, to owé it as an obligation 
to thofe who governed them ; and knowing fo well 
as I did che difpofitions of this fociety, I could not 
ferve them and the ftate at the fame time. The 
king, who did not like to be contradicted, and who 
dikewife rememb red my difputes with the duke of 
"Nevers,  fuppofed I had ftill feme remains of re- 
* fentment againit thofe gentlemen, and thought he 
-perceived a kind of haughtinefs in my anfwer, and 
a tenacionfnefs of my,own opinion, told me, with 
fome quicknefs,, that.he had ho defire to irritate 
every one upon myaccount; therefore, without 
amaking any more attempts to bring me into the f- 
nances,! he would feek for fome other employment 
for me, fince he knew I could net continus in a ftate 
of inactivity. . : 1j 
He had ftill fome! remains of difpleafure ia his 
‘countenance when he quitted me to vifit madam de 
Liancourt, who enquiring the caufe, reprefented 
to him,, that he would never be ferved with fidelity 
till he found a man who, from a regard only to the 
public good, would not fear to draw upon himfelf 
the hatred of the financiers... As. ferme, b looked 
upon my engaging in the finances as farther off chan 
ever; and reflééting.that my employment would 
henceforwards be reduced.to treaties and :negotia- 
tions, an office which feldom fails to bring certain 
ruin}upen any man who would maintain his rank ia 
it with dignity, and bis reputation with honour, 1 
refolved to explain myfelf to his majefty, and pre- 
vail upon him to approve of a fcheme that would at 
Jeaft fecure'to me the-reimburfement of all my ex- 
pences, But Henry did not give me time to make 
this, propofal to him: when J appreached he told 
me, that upon the reprefentation madam de Lian- 
court had made him, ‘he was now brought over to 
my opinion, and that without any longer delay, he 
as going to declare his intentions publicly, after 
A pel H 3 A having, 
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1596: having, for form’s fake, imparted them firft to the 
wv conftable and Villeroi, to whom it belonged to dif- 


atch my patents. Thefe two gentlemen came very 
feafonably into the king’s apartment, ‘and received 
this order; the conftable by a bow, and Villeroi 
by faying, he would give me the patents as foon as 
he could meet with a precedent of the proper form. 
In the afternoon, when the king was gone to 
hunt, I went to make my acknowledgments to the 
marchionefs de Monceaux (for this was the title 
that madam de Liancourt had lately taken) ; after 
which I thought I was obliged, in civility, to vifit 
monfieur de Villeroi, of whom, inftead of the pa- 
tents, 1 afked for a warrant, which would have an- 
fwered the fame purpofe. Villeroi made an evafive 
reply, and during three or four days that I preffed 
him, always deferred the affair on various pretences 
till the next day. At laft, the king left Amiens to 
go to Monceaux, and pañled by Liancourt, where 
Liancourt, his firft equerry, received and: treated 
him very fplendidly. It was in this place that they 
determined to ufe their utmoft efforts againft me. 
Liancourt, at Villeroi’s folicitation, invited the 
chancellor, who was his intimate friend, and the — 
other members of the council, who came to that 
place by the king’s order, to ftay at his houfe dur- 
ing the king’s refidence there. They took advan- 
tage of this opportunity, of being always near the 
king, to labour effectually for my exclufion from 
the council. The method they made ufe of was 
not to attack me diréétly, but to infinuate to the 
king, that I was not fit for this employment, in 
which, they faid, for want of that experience which 
only a long habitude can give, it would not be pof: 
fible to avoid committing a thoufand faults, the 
leaft of which was able to ruin, without refource, 
the credit, and’ confequently bring on the deftruc- 
tion of, the ftate. Thefe difcourfes were fo often 
repeated, in the kine’s prefence (for they defignedly 
turned the converfation upon that fubject) and + 
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fo great an. appearance of finceritys that the king 1596. 
was at laft fhaken by them, and when at the fame “vw 


time he found thefe gentlemen could with fuch fa- 
cility form the greateft projects, difcourfe with fuch 
clearnefs upon the ftrength and interefts of the ftate, 
calculate the revenues of it with the utmoft exact- 
nefs, ima word, were poffeffed in appearance of the 
whole fcience of commerce in its full-extent, and of 
every other method by which a ftate is rendered flou- 
rifhing ; and-efpecially that they converfed with each 
other in a language hardly intelligible to any but 
themfelves ; and, influenced {till more by the long 
preparation which they reprefented as abfolutely 
neceflary before any one could be received into the 
council, he thought that the prefent bad ftate of the 
finances was not the greateft misfortune with which 


they were threatned. : His majefty likewife, look- _ 


ing upon all this as a proof of their repentance, 
-and from the appreheafions he had juft given them 
expecting to fee a very great alteration in their con- 
duc, no longer entertained a defign of affociating 
me amongit them. 

Villeroi, who during this time continued at A- 
miens, yet was not the iefs informed of allithe mea- 
fures taken by abody whom he directed as he pleaf- 
ed, feized this opportunity to fend my patents to 
the king, which he could not difpenfe with himfelf 
from difpatching, after the exprefs orders he had 
received from his majefly. When they were tranf- 
mitted'te the king, he had left Liancourt, having 
- ftaid- there only a day, and was then at Menceaux, 
where, ftill under the influence of thefe fuggeftions, 
he gave them to Beringhen, telling him to keep 
them without faying any thing to me, till he had 
orders to the contrary. Beringhen, who was one 
of my friends, difcovered the fecret to me, which 
Ekept faithfully. Fifteen days paffed in this man- 
ner... The king did not fpeak to Beringhen about 
my pateñts, and meflieurs of the council, blinded 
by theirfuccefs, inftead of that fincere repentance 
gh bts H 4 which 
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1506. which his majefty expected from them, gave him 
www new proofs of their artifice and infincerity, and fuch 


grofs ones, that they forced him to crufh them 
with the blow which they might, without much 
difficulty, have avoided. j | | 

The king difcovered that the council had juft 
farmed out the fubfidies of Normandy: for thirty 
thoufand crowns, and to defraud the treafury cf 
this fum, fo much lefs than the true value of the 
revenue’, they had applied it all to the difcharging 
the old demands upon it. “With a little attention, 
he convinced himfelf of other faults in their con- 
duct; that the five large farms did not produce the 
fourth part of their value, becaufe Zamet, Gondy, 
and other farmers of the king’s revenues, who were 
employed in them, being connived at by the gentle- 
men of the council, divided with them the immenfe 
profits that accrued from thofe farms. The avarice 
of thefe people was not yet fated, and, under pre- 
tence of the lofles at Calais, Cambray, Ardres, &c. 
they allowed fuch drawbacks» upon:all the other 
parts of the king’s revenues, that, inftead of in= 
ereafing, they grew perceptibly lefs.. The king, 
amidft that juft indignation which this knowledge 
infpired, fent for me, and commanded me to:go to 
Paris, to enquire from whence fo great a diflipation 
of the money proceeded, which could only take its 
rife from the council. I replied, that “his majefty 
having, without doubt, revoked the order he had: 
given to Villeroi, to difpatch my patents, fince I 
had not received them, I had no right to mix:with 
the council, or to meddle with the affairs tranfacted 
by it. ‘ How!” faid Henry, concealing his con- 
fcioufnefs of this reproach, ‘¢ then Beringhen. has: 
“ not given you your patents, and a letter from 
‘¢ Villeroï, which he has had thefe fifteen days: 
‘€ you fee this heavy German would have forgot 
<< them.” | While, by the king’s orders, 1 went to 
make preparations for my journey, that Ismight 
reach Claye that evening, his majefty fpoke to Be- 
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ringhen, who confented to take all the blame upon 1596. 
himfelf. » During this interval, a thought came into yes 
my head, which I communicated to the king when 
I returned to receive his laft orders. I told him, 
that I thought it ‘would be neceflary for me to 80, 
beforethe day appointed for the opening of the 
flates, to fome of the principal diftriéts of the king- 
dom, to procure theré a more certain account of the 
prefent ftate of his majefty’s revenues, the diminu- 
tion they had fuffered, and the augmentations they 
would admit of, tothe end that his majefty might 
regulate his demands upon the ftates according to 
this fcheme, which, however imperfect, might ftill, 
in proportion, throw fome light upon the ftrength 
of the more diftant diftriéts, and confequently upon 
the whole kingdom: that, befides this advantage, 
I did not defpair of procuring for him, in thofe di~ | 
firicts only which I fhould vifit, the three or four 
hundred thoufand crowns which he had demanded in 
vain of the council. : I thought it would be ufelefs, 
and even imprudent, to take upon myfelf to make 
this examination, without fuch an inftrument as 
appeared to me tobe the moft effectual means to 
prevent my being deceived, which was a full power 
from the king to fufpend the contumacious rereiv- 
ers and overfeers from the exercifé of their office, 
er even to difcard them entirely, and to reward the 
integrity of thofe who had been zealous for his ma- 
jefty’s fervice. 7 | 

Henry: approved of the effential part of this 
fcheme, but altered fomethinæ of the manner in 
which it was to be propofed to the ‘council. He 
was of opinion that I fhould take fuch meafures:in 
offering this advice to them, that thofe who ‘mott 
valued themfelves upon the itrength’of their genius, 
fuch as Sancy, Schomberg, Frefne, and La Grange- 
Jeroi, might feize the hint firft themfelves, and fo 

pafs, at Jleaft in party. for the authors of it; and 
_ Hkewife, that each one in the company might flatter 
himfelf that this commiffion would be given to him, 
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1596. orthrough his'means, to the: intendants and maf- 
tw ters of requefts who were wholly at his devotion. 


Nothing could be mere prudent than this medium, 
which gratified, alike the vanity of fome, and the 
avarice ofall, ; Accordingly | took my place in the 
council, where, by:a miracle, to be found only in 
courts, my, collegues, who inwardly pined. with 
vexation, fuffered nothing but joy to appear in 
their countenances, words, and behaviour. I was 
almoft deceived-myfelf by that profufion of praifes 
with which the chancellor loaded me, and the man: 
ner in which he told me I had been expected by 
them with the utmoft impatience: fuch is the art 
of courtiers; they fettle it amongft themfelves, that 
however grofsly they play the counterfeit, they fhali 
not laugh at each other. | | 
The treaty with the duke of Maïenne, which had 
been agreed upon fome time before, was concluded 
during the king’s ftay at Monceaux. When the 
king was at Amiens, the duke had fent a man to 
him, named D’*Eftienne, toknow what place would 
be agreeable to his majefty, for, him to. come and 
pay him his refpeéts, and the king appointed Mon- 
ceaux, in: confideration of the duke’s indifpofiti- 
on, which would-not permit him. to make longer 
journies than from Amiens to. Soiffons, where he 
refided *, The king was walking in his park, at- 
tended only by me, and holding my hand, when 
the duke of Maienne arrived, who put one knee to 
the ground, with the loweft fubmiffions, and added 
to: a promife of inviolable fidelity his acknowledg- 
ments to his majefty for having forced him, he faid; 
from, the arrogance of the Spaniards, and the fub- 
tilty of the Italians.; Henry, who, as foon as he 
faw him approach, had advanced to meet him, em* 
braced him thrice, and, forcing him to rife, em- 
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braced him again with that goodhefs which henevet 1:06. 
withheld from a fubjeét that returned to his duty; ty 


thentaking his hand, he made him walk with him 
in his park, converfing with him familiarly upon 
the embellifhments he defigned to make in it. The 
king? walked fo faft, that the duke of Maïenne, 
equally fatigued by his fciatica, his fat, and the 
heat of the weather, fuffered great torments with: 
out daring to complain.. The king perceiving it, 
by the duke’s being red and in a fweat, whifpered 
me,  ‘ If I walk longer, faid he, with this corpu- 


s¢ lent body, I fhall revenge myfelf upon him, 


“6: without any great difficulty, for all the mifchiefs 
“he has done us.” Then turning to the duke of 
Maienne, ‘ Tell me truly, coufin,” purfued he, 
*¢ do I not walk a little too faft for you.” The 
duke replied, that he was almoft ftifled; and that, 
if his majefty walked but a very little while longer, 
he would kill him without defigning it. ‘ Hold 
‘6 there, coufin,” replied the king with a fmile, 
embracing him again, and lightly tapping his fhoul- 
der, < for this is all the vengeance you will ever 
$* receive from me.” The duke of Maienne, fen- 
_ fibly affected with this frank behaviour, attempted 
to kneel and kifs the hand his majefty gave him ; 
and protefted that he would henceforwards ferve 
him even againft his own children. “ I believe it,” 
faid Henry ; ‘and that you may love and ferve 
“ me a long time, go to the caftle and reft and re- 
<* frefh yourfelf, for you have much need of it. ‘I 
will give you a couple of bottles of Arbois wine, 
for I know» you do not hate it: here is Rofny, 
whom I refign to accompany you; he fhall do 
the honours'of. my houfe, and attend you to your 
chamber; “he is one of my oldeft fervants, and 
one of thofe who is moft rejoiced at your refolv- 
‘ ing to ferve, and love me affectionately.” The 
king continuing his walk, left me with the duke of 
Maienne,, whom I conduéted to a fummer-houfe to 
repofe himfelf, and afterwards attended him to his 
a a me: horfe, 
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fair, they gueffed the truth. 
norance, rafhnefs, and obftinacy,, and other faults 
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horfe, as much fatisfied with the king and I: as we 
Were both:with him. 

«he king thought Monceaux fo agteeable'a place, 
pres he ftaid there longer than he had at firft in- 
tended: he fent for the conftable-and Villeroi from 
Amiens, and ordered the council of the finances to 
réfide at Meaux, for the conveniency of receiving 
his commands.:. E had not yet propofed in it:my 
{cheme of vifiting the diftriéts. His majefty, being 
convinced that. it: muft have good confequences, 
took upon: himfelf the care of propofing it. At the 
firft hint he gave of it, the counfellors, who thought 
none but themfelves could be defigned for this em- 
ployment, and each of whom was attentive to his 
own particular interelt, without prejudicing that of 
the fociety in general, approved of the defign; but 
were greatly furprifed, when they found that, a- 
mongit them ail, the king only named La-Grange- 
lé-roi for this purpofe, and appointed him two dif- 
tricts: “his majefty filed up the other commiffions 
with the names of meffieurs De Caumartin * and 


Bizouze, for two diftricts each and with thofe of 


the other two mafters of requefts, for one diftriét 
each: four.of the chief and moft extenfive ones were 
affigned to me, The gentlemen of the council be- 
gan now to repent that they had not hindered the 
execution of a plan, which would produce a full 
proof of their injuftice: they united their utmoft 
endeavours to render it ufelefs, or at leaft to traverfe | 
it as much as poflible.. Their malice was all direét- 
ted againft me; for by the confidence the king 
placed in me, and the part I had acted in this af- 
I was accufed of ig- 


full more glaring ; ; and had no fooner begun to,ex- — 


* ous le Pevre, feigneur de died the following year, in the 


fhall fpeak of him hereafter. 


‘Caumartin, was fent into the Li- 


onnois, Berry, and Auvergne: we 
He 
was Keeper of the feals in 1622, 


“after the death of M, De Vic, and 


feventy fecond year of-his age. He 
had the fame. elogiums given him 
by hiftorians as M. Sully beftows 
on him in the fequel, 
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ércife' the duties of my employment, than I per- 1406. 
ceived that, by an’effect of their forefight, theyrhad ©, 


taken all the neceffary meafures with the treafurers 
of “France, the” receivers. general and’ particalar; 
comptrollérs, clerks, andthe loweft officers in the 
revenue. -Thefe ‘people, ‘almoft all of whom had 
either fold; or’blindly devoted themfelves: to:their 
wills, were ready’ to.do whateveriwas required of 
them; fome abfented themfelves,:and left their of- 
fices fhut up; others prefented me with a ftate of 
their accounts, drawn up with .all that art which 
may be expected from men who make a fcience of 
roguery : others contented themfelves with fhewing 
me the orders of meffieurs De Frefne, D’Incarville, 
and Des Barreaux,’ by which they were forbid to 
‘communicate their regifters and accounts to.any 
perro Whatever et 20Nuinist evoiogn 5 boyolq 
* To this excefs of malice I at firft oppofed only 
patience and gentlenefs. exhorted; I'endeavoured 
to perfuade, upon the principles of honour and 
juftice, perfons who were ftrangers to both: after: 
wards, I caufed'a report to. be fpread; that the de- 
fign of affembling the ftates of the kingdom was to 
fupprefs that great number of offices and clerk fhips, 
efpecially the treafury, the leaft: ufeful of all the fo: 
cieties, yet the molt difficult to manage; and that 
none were to be continued in their places but thofe 
‘who made themfelves worthy-of that diftinction, 
by a fincerity which, on this occafion, would prove 
their regard to the public good. : This threat pro- 
ducing no ‘effect’ upon perfons who were fecretly 
fupported by the council itfelf, I was obliged to 
_ make ufe of the power I had received, and inter- 
dicted moft of thefe dangerous officers, caufing the 
duties of their employment to be exercifed by. two 
out of each body, whom I chofe amongit all rhofe 
that appeared to have the beft principles.» By thele 
means I made myfelf mafter of all the regifters and 
accounts, which ferved me for a clue to enter that 
labyrinth of impofitions and robberies. 


What 
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“What:a fcene bad I there before me! It would. be 
vain'to attempt an account of the tricks and fubtil- 
ties of this mifchievous trade, -or.an enumeration of 
concealments,:: forgeries, mifreprefentations, and 
productions of the fame evidences, to ferve different 
purpofes ; not to Mention the contrivance of an are 
tificial confufion, through whichithofe wretches:fee 
with great clearnefs, though, to every other . eye, 
all is darknefs and:inextricable perplexity. 1,con- 
tent’ myfelfi with remarking that, by .clearing only 
two old accounts, ‘and bringing together there 
‘ceipts and detters: of exchange of the year current, 
and the year preceding, I eafily, collected more than 
five hundred thoufand crowns, which was loft to the 
king. It may be judged what a fum would have 
been raifed, if, from all thofe who,;were. thus em- 
ployed, a rigorous reftitution had,been demanded 


of all that they fraudulently ‘gained. in, fo, long a 


courfe of difhonefty, out of the different fums that 
had pañed their fingers, fince only from.affignments 
for old debts, arrears of long ftanding, , and orders 
payable to the bearer, fo much, money, was reco- 
vered. My. partners were not -as fortunate, or.as 
exact as myfelf ; all, except Caumartin, who brought 
the'king two!hundred thoufand livres, paid his .ma- 
jefty only in long memorials of improvements,to be 
made in the farminghis revenues; yet the king had 
chofen thefe perfons with the.greateft care. , Butat 
is not furprifing that they fhould act in this manner, 
for ito dare the hatred of a fociety fo powerful as 


that of the financiers in France, to be proof againtt 


the prefents and'allurements, againft the turns,and 
attifices of all their dependents, the greateft part of 
whom do not want underftanding, and make ufe 
of it only to dazzle, corrupt, and deceive, requires 
a degree of courage and fortitude of which few per- 
fons are capable. | | 
Mean time the gentlemen of the council, who 
“had intelligence of all my proceedings in the pro- 
vinces, were in a fituation that may be eafily ima- 
mr gined : 


æ 
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gined: unlefsythey found means to: render all «my 1506. 
endeavours ufelefs;.or to ruin:me before my return, -& 


-theit reputation and intereft would-be’ entirely loft. 
‘My abfence’ afforded them all the conveniency they 
could with for to profecute this defien severy thing 
that. malice ‘could: fuggeft was faid and done, ‘by 
them and their‘emiffaries, to prejudice the kihg a- 
gainftme: they néver mentioned me but'as'a tyrant, 
‘who drained the-people of all their fubftance, by the 
‘moft cruel extortions, without: precuring any-ad- 
‘vantage to the king3 fince the fums with which*l 
took fuch pains to fill his treafury, being defigned 
#orithe payment: of penfions to the princes ‘of the 
‘blood, and falaries of the ‘great officers of the crown, 
‘they would be‘only pee his ‘coffers, ‘to be taken 
out again immediately.’ Notwithftanding the int 
vectives and impoftures of this dreadful cabal, none 
of whofe practices acainft me Iwas unacquainted 
with, I continued to perform my duty and they 
‘had no other effect than to increafe:my diligence in 
the execution of my plan, and my precaution ‘ih 
taking fuch meafures as would effectually put a ftop 
to their accufations. | D280019G Wand à NOLGW 
- Henry, who: had at firft given ho credit to: their 
reports, beginning afterwards to apprehend fome 
bad confequences from my inexperience in thofe 
affairs, defired me, in his letters,‘ to’return as foon 
as poffible: but,’ at length, when my enemies had 
made their party fo ftrong, that there was a general 
‘outcry againft me.at court, the king was prevailed 
upon to believe ‘that I fhould ufe the power Iwas 
pofiefied of with a feverity that would make even 
him odious ‘to the people ; and then, inftead: of an 
invitation, I’received/an abfolute order-to'return to 
Paris. I obeyed without murmuring, though ‘great- 
“ly concérned to be'thus {topped in'the midft of my 
endeavours for his fervice. I caufed the accounts 
of my four diftriéts to be immediately drawn: ups 
‘and figned by eight receivers-general ; and not'hav- 
ing time to convert the fifteen hundred ‘thoufand 
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1596. crowns I had raifed:into à lefs bulky coins Floaded 
D feventy: carts-with them,, making the eight receiv- 


ers-general.accompany them, under the guard of a 
provoft and thirty:of the:marfhal- Done who coû- 


-ducted them to Rouen, :wherethe king then: was, 


on account of the opening of the ftates: L:3 
_ Of.all'the sflanders- which. “had:-been: dvi otovk by 
i gentlemen of the council; to procure. my dif- 


grace, none feemed, to, them. fo.fpeeious:as to make 


the king believe; that. I, had filled:thesprifons! with 


the officers and, clerks. of his. financés 3) to which 
‘they thought: fit to add that, through an infolent 
vanity; I brought along fifty of; the principaliones 
bound in my train... The king, who fufpected: no 
talfhood in fo politive a charge, \teceived (me; when 


on my arrival lat, Rouen I went ito pay' him: my:re- 


Apects, with anaif, that convinced::me; my enemies — 
‘had been very active in their endeavours to hurtme. 


He did me the honour indeed.to.embrace me,’ but 


-with-a coldnefs.and-referve whichiwere not ufual with 
him... He afked me-why, I had given‘ myfelf the 
-ufélefs trouble of bringing money, alongwith me, 


which I knew belonged to perfons whom he had no 
inclination to difoblige ; and. was greatly: furprifed 


to hear that not.one denier of -it was due to the 


princes of the blood, ; nor. to ahy of the pénfonaries 
of the-ftate, who were all paid the April quarter, 
and would be likewife as exactly: thofe of | July-and 


‘Otober, fince I had not taken up any.of the. pay: 


ments before hand.’ The king, »after obliging me 
to repeat thefe words feveral-times,. and even-to 


{wear-to the truth of them, broke into an exclama- 


tion againft thofe wicked detractors, -and impudent 
impoftures, as-he called them ; “but,” added he, 


‘* what do you intend to do with the receivers and 


**_officers, whom you keep prifoners in your train ?”*. 
The. aftonifhment into which; this queftion threw 
me, was alone fufficient to convince the king of the 
falfhood of this accufation ; nor was.it dificult for 
mé to perceive that-moment, that the malice of 
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meflieurs of the council would recoil on themfelves; 1 596. 
and that it would difclofe more effectually the fecret LA": 


motives of their conduct than any thing I could fay 
to. him.’ His majefty required no other explanation 
from me; on the contrary, he loaded me with 
praifes, and gave mea thoufand proofs of his friend- 
fhip and efteem. 

Having been told that the fum I had raifed muft 
be very confiderable, upon his afking me what it 
was, I replied, that being unwilling to keep any 
part of it in my hands, either for my.charges, ex- 
pences, or penfion, that the receivers-general might 
find the full fum fpecified in the accounts, and learn 
from thence never to keep back any part of his re- 
venues, his majefty might: himfelf deduét my ex- 
pences from the fifteen hundred thoufand crowns 


which I-had brought him. A: fum fo confiderable 


gave great pleafure to the king, who was in extreme 
neceffity for money: ‘he told: me, that he would 
take care my expences fhould be all paid ;-and that 
befides my penfion of ten thoufand: livres a month, 
which he raifed to eighteen, he would: prefent me 
with-the fum of fix thoufand crowns,;-as.a reward 
for the fervice I had juft done him... He command- 
ed me to fay nothing of what had paffed, between 
him and me, and fent me to lay apart. from the 
money I had brought him what was neceffary for 
the payment of the fix companies of Swifs, at the 
rate of eighteen hundred-crowns a company, and to 
give it them the next day. 

I returned to my carriages, which ftood in two 
courts belonging to the fieur de Martinbault, under 
the fame guard that had conducted them to Rouen, 
I ordered them to be unloaded, and the barrels that 
contained the money to be placed.in apartments, 
the locks of which were changed, and, fecured by 
large padlocks, with three keys to each; the two 
receivers had one a-piece and myfelf the third. The 
next morning I fent the Swifs officers the ten thou- 
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fand crowns that were due to them by three clerks; 


ww efcorted by ten of the guard. 


A fhort time after I had fent away this efcort, 
Sancy, to whom the king had faid, that he muft 
pay the Swifs, and who was generally charged with 
this employment, fent me a billet, in which he de- 
fired me to deliver to the fieur Le-Charran, the 
bearer, ninety thoufand crowns for the payment of 

the Swifs. ‘Thefe were the terms in which the bil- 
let. was conceived; for this counfellor would have 
thought it a degradation of his high rank to have 
condefcended to any politenefs or explanation with 


his collegues. I was equally offended at the ftiff — 


air of this letter, and the impudent demand of a 


fum that } knew to be three times more than was — 


due; therefore anfwered the bearer haughtily, that 
T neither knew Sancy, his writing, nor his orders. 
How ! do you not know Sancy!” faid Charron, 


furprized, no doubt, at my ‘prefumption, for at. 


this name the whole council trembled, the rank 
Sancy held in it approaching very near to that of 
fuperintendant. Perceiving that I had no intention 
to fend any other anfwer, he went back to report it 
with all the timidity of a fervant who is apprehen- 
five of awakening the bad humours of his mafter. 
Unfortunately for Sancy, he repeated my meffage 
before feveral perfons who were witnefles likewife 
of his tranfports. ‘ We fhall foon fee,” faid he, 
fwearing, << whether he knows me or not.” ‘Then, 
after loading me with what invectives he thought 
fit, he went directly to Saint-Ouen to the king. 
“© Well, Sancy,” faid his majefty to him, ‘* have 


se you been to pay our Swifs?” ** No, fire,” re- 


plied Sancy, with a.fullen air, ‘* [cannot go, for it 
‘6 does not pleafe your monfieur de Rofny that I 
‘ fhould, who plays the emperor in his apartment, 


é fits upon his barrels. of money like an ape upon a 


block, and fays he knows no one; and lam not © 


< fure whether you will have more credit with him 


chan any one elfe” ‘ How is this!” replied | 
the | 


| 
| 


| 
| 
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the king, ce T fee you will never be weary of doing 1596. 
&!this man bad offices, becaufe I confide in him vd” 


‘and he ferves me diligently.” His majefty added, 
that my refufal was fo much the lefs probable. as I 
had, by his order, agreed to sive this money to the 
Swifs Sancy fupported his affertion by the tefti- 
mony of Le-Charron, whom he had brought along 
with him. The king, fufpecting fome new inftance 
of malignity, ordered Biart, one of his grooms of 
the bedchamber, ‘to’ go and fetch me. 


* As foon as he-faw me, he afked me what had 


RASBh cu between Sancy and me. ‘* I am going 
totell you, fire” replied I boldly : and accord. 
ingly, without fearing the refentment of the terrible 
Sancy, ‘I related all that had pafed, in terms that 
fufficiently mortified his vanity.” Sancy, who was 
not of a temper to yield, became more infolent than 
before, and affuming an imperious tone, an alterca- 
tion fo fpirited ated between us, although in the 
king’s ‘prefence,’ that his majefty was obliged to 
command us to be filent. Thar inftant, ceafing to 
{peak to my adverfary, I turned towards the king, 
and intreated him to give me no fuperior in affairs 
wherein I acted folely by his order. The gallery 
at Saint-Ouen, where this fcene pafied, was crouded 
with a great number of perfons, who, being weary 
of Sancy” s infolerice, rejoiced to feé him fuffer this 
little difgrace. <‘It would have been very diffs 
ecnlt,”* fard fome, as | was afterwards informed, 
“for two fuch geniuffeés to have exercifed the fame 
“employments, without one of them being fup- 
“planted by the other; but in'the humour the king 
is in at prefent, the beft œconomift will be Hi 
“choice.” Others beheld my increafe of favour 
with envy; and others, who probably had very 
little regard for éither of us, laughed at the novelty 
of the fight, and ‘cried, << Teri is one hot-headed 
€ man, who has met wich another that will ftick 
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The report of thofe great fums with which I had. 


Fave) filled the king’s coffers was no fooner {pread, than 


Iwas overwhelmed with the demands of an infinite 
number of his creditors, moft of whom. were fent 
by.meffieurs of the council; who through impa- 
tience to fee it diflipated foon, agreed with the cre- 
ditors to have the ufual drawbacks upon their debts. 
My. principal view. in raifing this money being to 
make a fund for thofe military. expeditions which 
the king was fhortly to begin, without his being 
obliged 1 to load the people with new impotts, I was 
refolved not to fuffer it to be f{quandered away 5 
and. therefore refifted all their importunities, and — 
continued unmoved by their infolence and threats. 
But reflecting afterwards, that there was an abfo- 
Inte neceffity for fending home the eight receivers- 
general, who. alone were acquainted with the ufes 
to which I put this money, I was afraid of giving 
too much occafion for flander, by keeping fo large 
a fum in my pofieffion after their departure; and I 
refolved to fend it to the royal treafury. The king, 
who thought his money was no where fecure but in 
my: hands, endeavoured feveral times to vanquifh 
my {cruples; but in vain: I was determined to pre; 
vent the leaft fufpicion upon this occafion, and there- 
fore confided it to the care of the two treafurers, 
Morfontaine and Gobelin. I removed his majefty’s 
fears by promifing him that I would obferve fo . 
carefully how this money was laid out, that he 
fhould not fufter the leaft lofs. I feparated, inithe 
prefence of the receivers, thofe fums that were ne- 
ceflary for the payment of the army, the expence 


_ of an artillery of twenty pieces of cannon, with 


double equipages, a fufficient quantity of powder, 


" befides a convoy of other implements neceflary for 


a fiege, fuch.as pick-axes, &c. which I caufed to 


ibe carried to Amiens, I likewife laid afide fifty” 


thoufand crowns more for the king’s privy purfe, 
out of which he generally beftowed prefents, un- 
known to the catholics, on many old officers and 

proteftant 
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proteftant foldiers who had ferved him faithfully in 1596. 
his wars. The remainder, which l'calculated with es 


the greateft exactnefs, amounted ftill te four hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand crowns, and! carefully pres 
ferved both my former accounts, and thofe relating 
to the fums that were taken from the total: But 
being defirous of having a fecond proof of what the 
gentlemen of the council and their receivers-general 
were capable of, I affected great negligence con- 
cerning the difpofal of the money; and when the 
receivers came to me, before they fet out for their 
offices, to demand a copy of my accounts, I replied, 
that having no longer any concern about a fum that 
was now under the care of other perfons, and they 
having been witnefles themfelves of theufes to which 
the money had been applied, I had deftroyed thofe 
papers, as having now no further occafion for them: 
This the receivers did not fail to inform their ma- 
fters of. 

A month was pafied fince the money was carried 
to the treafury, during which they made fome pay- 
ments out of it that I hkewife pretended to keep no 
account of : but here it was not poffib!e to commit 
a miftake; for no fums being paid without a war- 
rant from the council, all that was neceflary was, 
to keep an exact memorandum of it, which’) did. 
Thefe warrants in a fhort time amounted to fifty 
thoufand crowns, and confequently there was ftill 
four hundred thoufand in the treafury. The king, 
however, fome days after, demanding two hundred 
thoufand crowns to be fent to Amiens, where the 
defisned preparations were already made, particu- 
larly for the taking of Hedin, Sancy and the reft 
replied, that they believed this fum was {till in the 
treafury, and that was all; and fending for D’In- 
carville, who was likely to know beft, having the 


care of the regifters, he aflured the king that there: 
was hardly two hundred thoufand crowns in his. 


coffers. His majefty, to whom I had faid three 
days before that there was fill four hundred thou- 
<j I 3 fand 
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1596. fand crowns remaining, was extremely furprized; 
rs but their aflertions were fo pofitive that they forced 


his belief ; and he told me that I muft certainly be 
miftaken. J was fo fure of the contrary, that I 
mentioned before D’Incarville himfelf, and all my 
collegues, whom his majefty had fent for, that there 
was a miftake of one half of the money. D’Incar- 
ville replied, that his regifters were more certain 
than my memory and offered to bring, the next 
day, an extract of all the fums that had been paid 
out of the treafury. I perceived from whence fo 
great a fecurity proceeded, and I was refolved to 
fuffer them, till the laft moment, to flatter them- 
felves that they were going to gain a complete vic- 
tory over me. I had courage enough to conceal, 
even from the king, the ftratagem I had made ufe 
of, and to endure, without reply, the reproaches he 
made me, for letting this fum go out of my hands, 
contrary to his defire. 

The accounts were brought the next day, well 
attefted, and no miftake was found in the fums 
which had been laid out; that would have been too 
palpable: the whole miftake lay in the receipt, 
which was founded upon their full perfuafion that 
I had really deftroyed the papers which proved the 
quantity and quality of the coin carried at different 
times to the royal treafury. I fecretly reflected with 
aftonifhment on the fubtilty with which they had 
acted with regard to this receipt, fo as to fpread 


over it an obfcurity impenetrable to any one who | 


was not poffeffed of a full proof of its falfhood, and 
with what art they had given to this obfcurity an 
air of truth, and even of conviction. J afked to fee 
the receipts, with a feigned ill-humour, which 
feemed to thefe gentlemen a confeffion of my de- 
feat. The council offered to make the receivers- 
general depofe upon oath the numbers and contents 


of thefe carriages which had been fent to the royal 


treafury.. I replied, that the difcuffion would be 
too tedious. D’Incarville, who took great advan- 
fi | | tases 
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tages of my difflembled perplexity, told me, that I 1506. 
might go and examine the regifter of the finances WVN 


upon the fpot, fince they cou'd not be moved out 
of the offices. Although 1 eafily comprehended 
that thefe regifters, public and authorifed as they 
were, might fill be counterfeited like the reft, yet 
I could not imagine the manner in which it was 
done, the receipt for each of the carriages being 
figned by D’ Arnaud and De L’Hôte, whofe hand-~ 
writing I knew: [ had therefore a curiofity to fee 
thefe regifters : all appeared very exact, and in the 
ufual forms. Meffieurs of the council began then 
to infult over me, and ufed their fuppofed advan- 
tages very ill. 

I now thought it time to filence them, and to 
cover them in their turn with a real confufion. Ac- 
cordingly, I produced the accounts, figned by the 
eight receivers-general ; and likewife an exact me- 
morandum of all the warrants. That inftant all 
their arrogance vanifhed, and they would have been 
reduced to the neceffity of confeffing their roguery, 
had they not bethought themfelves of a contrivance 
to avoid it; but fo poor a one, as ftill left them all 
the difgrace. A clerk, inftructed by D’Incarville, 
came to the king, and told him, that L’ Hote, who 
kept the key of the hall where the regifter layy be- 
ing abfent one day when one of the moft confider- 
able of the carriages was brought to the treafury, 
and the receivers who conducted it being in hafte 
to return, he thought it would be fufficient to mark 
the fum contained in the carriage upon a loofe fheet 
of paper, intending to make it be afterwards revifed, 
and figned by D’Incarville, and inferted in the re- 
gifters; but that he himfelf afterwards going to 
Heudicourt, it had flipt out of h's memory; for 
which he intreated his majefty’s pardon. The king 
contented himfelf with flightly reprimanding him 


for his negle&t, ordering more care to be taken of 


the regifters for the future. Then going towards 
the conftable (who was at the end of the gallery 
son sage (ye where 
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1596. where all this had pañed, and who i in the whole 
vs affair had appeared more favourable to the gentle- 


men of the council than to me) he cried out to him 
at a diftance, in the prefence of feveral perfons, that 
his money was found, and that he knew in good 
time thofe in whom he ought to confide. 

Amidft thefe contentions came the day appointed 
for the meeting of the ftates of the kingdom, or 
rather of the afiembly of notables; that is, of per- 
fons of confideration; for fo it is that they were 
called. The reafon of adopting this name *, ‘in- 
ftead of that of the ftates of the kingdom, which 
fhould naturally have been ufed, arofe wholly from 
the lawyers and financiers, who perceiving that at 
this time they had riches and influence to give them 
fuch a fuperiority to the other clafies, as they were 
unwilling any but the clergy fhould fhare with 
them, aitdained to fee themfelves levelled with the 
people by one common denomination; which yet 
muit have been the cafe, if the forms ufed in thefe 
aflemblies, and particularly the diftinétion of the 
three orders, had been preferved. They, indeed, 
made their appearance with magnificence and fplen- 
dor, which funk the nobility, the foldiers, and 


* Perefixe fays, that it is be- found, fo far as I know, no where 
caufe the king had not time to af- elfe: and in order to render it the 
femble the ftates together: “ The more intelligible, I have taken the 


€ kings (fays D’Aubigné, with his 
“€ ufual malevolence) have recourfe 
to fuch forts of affemblies, when 
thofe of the ftates-general are 
tedious, difficult, or fufpeéted 
by them, The defign of affem- 
bling thefe little ftates being to 
find money to carry on the war 
againft Spain, there were feveral 
fchemes propoied and agreed to; 
sf the pancarte, or old rate, was 
“* the chief, which was but very 
ill received in many places of 
the kingdom,” &c. Tom. II. 
liv.iv. ch. 14, De Thou fays very 
little of it, liv. cxvii. and Davila no 
more. Al] that is faid in thefe 
Memoirs about this affembly is 
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liberty which I have defired in the 
preface to this work, and that was, 
to compare with each other all the 
thoughts that the compilers of M. 
de Sully’s manufcripts have made 
ufe of in their Memoirs, without 
any order of connexion. As we 
may well fuppofe that they were 
all mutually connected, and had 
each their proper objeét in the 
mind of this great ftatefman, it en- 
tirely coincides with his views, to 
apply them to the fubjects to which 
they naturally belong. And all 
that can be defired is, I think, ne- 
ver to alter the fubflance of the 
thoughts in my original; to which ‘ 
I have principally applied myfelf.’ 
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other members of the ftate, HE confideration, 1596. 
fince they were not able to dazle the eyes with fplen- Lu 


did equipages, the glitter of gold, nor a long train 
of attendants; things which will always draw the 
envy, the reverence, and the worfhip, of the people ; 
or, more, truly, wil} always fhew our depravity and 
folly. | 
Such, in general, is the notion that ought to be 
formed of thefe great, thefe auguft affemblies ; thofe 
men of whom one imagines, that they muft come 
thither with minds full of wifdom and public fpirit, 
warm with all the zeal that animated the ancient le- 
giflators, commonly think on no other bufinefs 
than how to make a ridiculous difplay of their 
pomp, and fhew their effeminacy to moft advan- 
tage; and whofe appearance would fink them into 
infamy, if they were beheld without prejudice, To 
complete the notion, we muft take in the difcord of 
the feveral bodies which compofe thefe affemblies, 
their contrarieties of intereft, their oppofition of o- 
pinion, the defire of each to over-reach another, 
their intrigues, and their confufion ; all which, to- 
gether with that meannefs difcovered in the profti- 
tution of eloquence, have their original from the 
fame hateful caufe: for by fome fatality it comes to 
pafs, that thofe improvements which an age makes 
in knowledge above preceding times, are not ap- 
plied to the advancement of virtue, nor ferve any 
other purpofe than to refine wickednefs. It is true, 
that in thefe aflemblies there may be found a fmall 
number of men of great abilities and great virtues, 
men whofe qualities no-body difputes; but, inftead 
of being forced into public notice, they are treated 
with an affectation of negligence and contempt, 
which fink them into filence, and with them fup- 
_ prefs the voice of the public good. Thus long ex- 
perience has fhewn, that an aflembly of thefe ftates 
rarely produces the good expected from it: for that 
fuch might be its effect, the members ought to be 
equally inftructed in true and honeft policy : . 
CAiCs 
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1596. leaft, ignorance and, knavery fhould fit dumb in 
‘~~ the prefence of men of knowledge and integrity : 


but fuch is always the character of multitudes, that 
for one wife man, there are many fools, and pre- 
fumption is the conftant attendant of folly ; and it 
is here more than in any place, that great virtues, 
inftead of exciting refpect and emulation, provoke 
hatred and envy. 

Befides, if the prince that holds thefe affemblies 
is powerful and fond of power, he will eafily defeat 
their fchemes, or crufh them into filence; but, if 
he is weak, and unacquainted with his own rights, 
an unbounded licentioufnefs of debate will foon fink 
the kingdom into all the miferies that naturally 
follow the depreffion of the royal authority. Ne- 
ceffity therefore requires, that there fhould be, both 
in the fovereign and the fubjects, a complete know- 
ledge of their feveral rights, and mutual obligations. 
The firft law. of a fovereign is, that he fhould keep 
the law, for he has himfelf two fovereigns, God 
and the Jaw: juftice ought to prefide on his throne, 
and gentlenefs to fupport it. God is the true owner 
of kingdoms, and monarchs are but the minifters, 
who ought to exhibit to the people a true copy of 


“the perfections of him in whofe. place they ftand, 


and remember, that they do not govern like him 
but when they govern as fathers. In hereditary 
monarchies, there is an hereditary miftake: the fo- 
vereign is mafter of the life and property of his 
fubjects, and by means of thefe few words, Such is 
our pleafure, is difpenfed from giving the reafons of 
his conduct, and from having any reafons to give. 
Suppofing this were really the right of a king, is it 
not the utmoft degree of imprudence, to incur vo- 
luntarily the hatred of thofe who muft every mo- 
ment have his life in their hands? And hated he 
muft certainly be, who forces a conceffion of power, 
which he declares beforehand his intention to abufe. | 
With regard to fubjeéts, the firft law which re- 
ligion, reafon, and nature prefcribe them, is ta 
À obey ; 


Sew corn SE ty. 


123 


obey ; their duty is to reverence, honour, and fear 1506, 
their princes, as reprefentatives of the fupreme go- eu 


vernor, who may be faid to appear vifibly onearth | 


by thefe his minifters, as he appears in heaven by 
the orbs of light: Thefe duties they are to pay 
from a principle of gratitude, for the fecurity and 
advantages they enjoy under the fhelter of the royal 
authority : for the calamity of having an unjuft, 
ambitious, and arbitrary king, they have no other 
remedy but that of foftening him by fubmiffion, 
and propitiating God by prayer. All grounds of 
refiftance, however folid they may be thought, 
will appear, upon a careful examination, to be no- 
thing more, than artful and fubtle pleas for dif- 
loyalty ; nor has it been found that, by this prac- 
tice, princes have been reformed, or taxes abo- 
lifhed; but to the calamities, which gave room 
for complaints, has been added a new degree of 
mifery, as may be found by enquiring into the fen- 
timents of the lower people, and particularly thofe 
of the country. 

Such are the.principles upon which the mutual 
happinefs of governors and fubjeéts might eafily 
be fixed, if in general affemblies of the nation, each 
party appeared fully convinced of the truth of thefe 
maxims: but, fuppofing this the cafe, there would 
ftill. be. lefs need of general affemblies, to which 
recourle is never had but when there is fome dif- 
agreement between the members and the head. It 
may, however, be concluded, that, as thefe af- 
femblies are at prefent ufelefs, both on account of 
the occafions on which they are called, and of the 
methods in which they proceed, fo they might be 
of great efficacy for the fupport of regularity and 
general virtue, if the prince, acting as the real head 
of united members, would call them with no other 
purpofe, than to oblige thofe who lay down their 
employments, to give an account of their admini- 
ftration, in the face of the kingdom, and to chufe 
with wifdom and difcernment, thofe by whom their 
ces nt Pa | places 
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places fhould be fupplied ; animating them to a due 
difcharge of their offices by his exhortations; and 
bya publi ic diftribution of praife and blame, punifh- 
ments and rewards * 

‘Henry, while he iret for the meeting of the 
affembly, took a journey to Arques, Dieppe, and 
Caudebec, &c. that he might have a fight of the 
places where fo many memorable actions had been 
performed, and I accompanied him throughout his 
journey. 

When he returned to Rouen, he opened the af- 
fembly, by a fpeech, uttered with a dignity be- 
coming a great prince, and a fincerity with which 
princes are “unacquainted : he declared that, to avoid 

all appearance of violence or compulfion, he had 
determined not to call an affembly of deputies, 
named by the king and blindly obfequious to all 
his inclinations, but that he gave an admiffion at 
Jarge to perfons of all ranks and conditions, that 
men of knowledge and merit might have an op- 
portunity to propofe, without fear, whatever they 
thought neceffary for the public good; that at that 
time he would not attempt to confine them by any 
limitations, but enjoined them not to make an ill 
ufe of this freedom from reftriction, by any. at- 
tempt to leflen the fovereign authority, which is 
the chief ftrength of the kingdom ; and exhorted 
them to eftablifh union among ft their members, to 
cive eafe to the people, to clear the royal treafury 
from de bts, which, though it was fubjeét to them, 
it never had contracted ; to fhew their juftice in 
reducing exorbitant falaries, without leffening 
thofe that were neceffary ; and to fettle, for times 
to come, a fund clear of incumbrances, and fuf- 
ficient to maintain the army. 

He added, that it fhould be no objection to him, 
that the meafures propofed were not of his own 

* There cannot, I think, any Comines, Boulainvilliers, &c. have 
thing be added to the juftnefs of taken the fide of the ftates, and the 
thefe fentiments. And we need ariftocratical party, 


enly remit hither thofe who, as : 
contrie 
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contrivance, provided he found them dictated by 1596. 
juftice, and public fpirit: that they fhould not vs 


find him pleading his age, his experience, or per- 
fonal qualities, as an exemption from any juft re- 
culations, though princes often made excufes far 
lefs defenfible ; but that he would fhew, by his ex- 
ample, that it was no lefs the bufinefs of kings to 
enforce edicts, than of fubjects to obey them *, 

Henry rofe after this fpeech, declaring that nei- 
ther he nor his council would be prefent at their 
confultations, that they might be wholly freed from 
conftraint ; and accordingly went out with all his 
counfellors, leaving only me, to lay before the af- 
fembly fuch accounts, memoirs, and public papers, 
as were neceflary for their information. 

When I gave an account of the. laft aflembly. of 
thefe ftates at Paris, I fpoke at large of their me- 


thods of proceeding, and the forms ufed in thofe 


great and numerous affemblies ; and fhall therefore 
only obferve, at prefent, that, excepting the fub- 
ject of their deliberations, this affembly refembled 
the former. As they were now neceffarily to come 
to fome conclufion, particularly with relation to 
the fubfidies, and to fettle the method of raifing 
them, they could think of nothing better to be 
done, than to make a collection of old ufelefs re- 
gulations of a nature contrary to the prefent ftate 
of affairs; inftead of confidering that the nation 
ought to be treated as a body afflicted with fome 


* ‘If I were defirous, fays he, 
to pafs for an elaborate orator, 
I would have introduced here 
more fine words than good will; 
but my ambition aims at fome- 
thing higher than to fpeak welt: 
I afpire to the glorious titles of 
the deliverer and reftorer of 
France, I have not called you 
together, as my predeceffors have 
done, to oblige you blindly to 
approve of my will and pleafure ; 
I have caufed you to be affem- 


“ bled, in order to receive your 


counfels, to depend upon them, 
and to follow them ; in fhort, 
to put myfelf into your hands 
as my guardians: this is a de- 
claration which is not very com- 
mon for kings, for grey hairs, 
and conquerors like me to make 5 


© but the love which I bear my 


fubje&ts, and the extreme fond- 
nefs which I have to preferye 
my ftate, have made me find e- 
very thing eafy and every thing 


** honourable,” Peref. part 2. 


now 
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1596. new and extraordinary diftemper, and therefore te- 
AN) quiring an uncommon remedy, and that in propor- 


tion as its mechanifm is better known, the opera- 
tions performed upon it ought to be altered; fuch 
is the force of prejudice, that men continue obttiz 
nately to endeavour the cure of their prefent difor- 
ders, by means of which the inefficacy is demon- 
ftrated by their inability to prevent the evils or to 
ftop their progrefs. : An injudicious reverence for 
antiquity, a falfe notion of caufes, occafioned by 
the diftance of time ; a want of diligent reflection 
on the paft, and of clear views of the future, a- 
bout which our felf-love hinders us from coming 
to any agreement, all contribute to perpetuate ‘the 
wrong meafures of ancient times. It is a maxim 
with fome, that laws and cuftoms are not''to be : 
changed ; a maxim to which IT zcaloufly adhere, 
except when the advantage, and what is’ much 
ftronger, the neceffity of the public 4 requires their 


alteration. 


Accordingly they amufed themfelves with rats 
old fchemes out of the duft, and went on fail en- 


* The genius of the French na- 
tion, they fay, is fuch, that this 
alone renders all change, even the 
moft ufeful and necefiary,extreme- 
ly dangerous for us: a fyftem, 
whofe foundation it ftems all the 
world, at thisday, agrees was ex- 
cellent, and which, notwithftand- 
ing this, has had very troublefome 
confequences, makes us infift mere 
than ever upon this confideration, 
The duke de Sully, who lived at a 
time in which he did not want for 
proofs of the defects objefted to the 
nation, would have anfwered to 
this, that two things are abfolutely 
neceffary in any nation whatever, 
in order to fecure the fuccefs of 
fuch fort of enterprifes: the firft is 
an authority in the legiflator, fuf- 
ficiently great not to be obliged to 
change, or abate the leaft tittle of 
his plan through fear, policy, or 
compliance; the fecond, is a wif- 


dom equally great, to prepare all 
the means for putting it in execu- 
tion, Amidit a great number of 
real changes that have been made 
in the different parts of the govern- 
ment, which will be feen in the 
fequel of thefe Memoirs, we may 


‘obferve a ftill greater number of 


projects which have not been exe- 
cuted, though formed a great:while 
ago: and what is the reafon? why, 
becaufe Henry the great and his 
minifter watched and waited for 
the proper conjunctures and cir- 
cumftances, &c. which fhould ren- 
der them certain and infallible. .I 
will not fcruple to fay, that per- 
fe& {kill confifts not in imagining, 
but in Knowing, the hazards that 
proceed from too great. precipita- 
tion, and too great flownefs, to be 
aware of the proper opportunity 5 
and in fhort, to know how to.con- 
duét and how to prepare for it. 
larging 
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larging the collection, which they found already to 1596. 
be of no value, till an impoffibility came full in ww 


their view, and deftroyed their project ; for it ap- 
peared that thefe old conftitutions were adapted to 
a form of government in which royalty, though 
decorated with a fpecious title; was a ftate of fer 
vitude; and could therefore not be applied” to: a 
time when the public intereft had concentered, in 
afingle perfon, the authority which was formerly 
diftributed amongit great numbers, and eftablithed 
monarchy as the fureft foundation of general {e- 
curity. 

This fancy was followed by another, which held 
them for a time by fome fpecious appearances, 


though, in effet, it was no lefs inconvenient than 


the former. This was the eftablifhment of 4 new 
council, which they thought‘it’ proper to dénomi- 
hate the council of reafon, whofe members fhould 
be firft named by the affembly, and afterwards by 
the fovereign courts. But there was already 4 coun: 
cil of this kind, and that very council had ‘been 
apparently the catife of ‘the diforders of the finances, 
-and the mifery' of the nation. This fignified no- 
thing; the whole multitude fuffered themfelves to 
be fo dazzled by a fine name, and a new election, 
that it was propofed, and determined, to make the 
fame evil its own remedy. It was fettled, that the 
new council fhould divide into two portions the 
revenues of the king, which they eftimated, ‘with- 
out much examination, at thirty millions * ; that 
_ they fhould keep one half in their own hands, for 
_the difcharge of arrears, penfions, wages of offices, 
and other public debts and engagements ; and that 
out of the fame fum they fhould repair or make 


* The author has reafon to-fay 
that this computation is not exaé, 
fince, notwithftanding the aug- 
mentation of the king’s revenues, 
and the clearing of his debts that 
happened under his miniftry, and 
which may be feen in the fequel of 


VE 
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thefe Memoirs to amount to a very 
comfiderable fum, cardinal, Riche- 
lieu did not value the whole reve- 
nues of the ftate, after all the alte- 
rations which he himfelf had made, 
at more than thirty-five millions. 
Teft, Pol, part2. page 152. 
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1596, cities, buildings, roads, or other public works 4 
wv and that of this furn neither the king nor the fove- 


reign court fhould- have power to take cognizance, 
or examine the application. It may eafily be ima- 
gined, how the: members of the council flattered 
their rapacity by a difpofal abfolute-and unaccount- 
able of half the revenues of the ftate : let us for a 
moment fuppofe them difhoneft in their manage- 
ment, what numbers muft be diftreffed, what con- 
fufion and ruin muft enfue ? 

The other part was left to the king, to be ma- 
naged by him, or his minifters, with equal ex; 
emption from account: this was. burthened with 
all the expences of the artillery and fortifications, 
all foreign affairs, embaffies, and negotiations, the 
fupport of his houfhold, his buildings, and his 
equipage, the payment of his officers, and his. pri- 
vy purfe. Neither party was confined by any 
prefcriptions, as to the manner of raifing or ma- 
naging either fhare of the revenue; fo they pre- 
ferved that mutual independence on which the pro- 
jectors valued themfelves ; as if the ftrength of the 
kingdom did not depend upon the, power of affift- 
ing, according to their refpective need, any part 
that fhould happen to be in diftrefs, and fupplying 
the fick, if I may ufe the expreffion, with the fu- 
perfluous blood of thofe that are in health. 

As the thirty millions at which othe royal. re- 
venues have been rated, were fufpected to be fome- 
what. more than their real value, they refolved. to 
create a new tax, by laying a penny in the fhilling, 
upon all merchandifes *, and provifions, bought 
and fold in the kingdom, by wholefale or retail. 
When. they computed the amount of the’ trade of 
particular perfons, and the expences of neceffity, 
convenience, and luxury, they concluded that this 
new tax might fafely be rated at five millions ; 
and the happy notion was bleft a thoufand times, 


~ Corn was the only thing that was exempted, # 
though 
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though in reality the fcheme was no lefs chime- 
rical than the new computation. was defective *, 
When the afflembly had thus brought their fcheme 
in all its branches to perfection, they fent it by 
their deputies to the king, who received the pro- 
pofal in bis council: the indignation raifed by this 
project inftantly appeared by fuch a, confufion of 
outcries and murmurs, that the king had great dif- 
ficulty to make the council give their opinions one 
by one. The field of difcuffion was boundlefs ; 
every man was made eloquent by vexation and re- 
fentment.. When my turn came, I fatisfied myfelf 
with faying coldly, that I had nothing to add to 
fuch fine harangues. The king, who obferved me 
attentively, and wondered at my caution, refolved 
to have a private converfation with me before he 
gave the fuffrage which was to determine for, or 
againft the fcheme of the affembly ; he therefore 
adjourned the confideration of the affair till the 
morrow, in, the prefence of the fame perfons. 
When we were alone,, he afked me with eagernefs, 
the reafon of my filence; and 1 made to him the 
following obfervations. iad ‘i. 
It is certain, that the affembly were fo infatuated 
with their new fcheme, that if the king fhould 
follow the opinion of. his council, -and rejeét it in 
high terms, he would expofe himfelf to the danger 
of a general. diffatisfaction ; the more dangerous 
becaufe the ftates affembled acknowledged no fu- 
perior, nor allowed that even the king had, power 
to alter their decifions. One of the moft impor- 


he, in divers other ftates, and had 
been already refolved on by a body 


* M. de Sully thinks and {peaks 
of the eftabliihing a fo or penny 


. in the fhilling, as almoft the whole’ 


world thought and fpoke of'it at 
that time. Le Grain neverthelefs 
gives his fuffrage to this tax, liv: vi. 
Matthieu does not condemn it, ; and 
what is of greater weight, Cardinal 
Richelieu finds it to be fo much’ the 
more’ juftias it is eftablithed, fays 


Vout. Il, 


of the ftate, under Francis I. How- 
ever the difficulties and inconveni- 
encies which M. de Sully mentions 
in the fequel are ‘real, and partly 
the fame which made Richelieu be 
the firft entirely to diffuade Lew- 
is XIII. from eftablifhing ir, Teft. 
Pol. part. 2, ch.'9, fe 7, « 
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tant maxims Of monarchy is, that the king fhould 


wav take care not to reduce ‘his fubjects to actions of 


. difobedience, or even to words of difrefpeét ; be- 
fides, the king would direétly break the word, by 


which he had promifed the affembly to conform 
himfelf to their refolutions: and to conclude, all 
they who contrived, ©r had adopted the fcheme, 
would make the rejeétion of it by the king, an ar- 
gument by which they would convinee themfelves, 
that this was the true fcheme of affairs, till by an 
attempt to put it in execution they were cured of 
their notion, and would infinuate, that only their 
prince had prevented them from feeing that practice 
eftablifhed in France, which had been for fo: long a 
time defired. Every body knows, thatit is the 
difpofition of the peope, efpecially of thofe that 
have fpirit and refentment, to abufe the actions of 
their fovereign. 

On the other fide, it was equally certain that this 


project was at once deftruétive in its tendency, and. 
impracticable in its execution; to give full convic- 


tion of this the leaft knowledge of the finances was 
fufficient : befides the obftruétions which I have juft 


+ been mentioning, how many more muft arife from 


the competitions which would be produced by an _ 


election of the members of the council, who were 
to be taken equally from all the provinces of the 


kingdom. No fooner could this fcheme, which 


was now only fketched out, be branched into par- 
ticulars, than that appearanee of impartiality and 
juftice, by which the conduét of public affairs muft 
be neceffarily thrown into the hands of new and un- 


-experienced men, would occafion innumerable mif- 


calculations, and miftakes. It was apparent. that 
the heads of the new ‘council would! immediately 
erow giddy, and that all the meafures they. would 
take would be only blunder accumulated on blunder. 

From the impoffibility that any advantage fhould 
arife. from this fcheme, I, drew my :arguments 40 
perfuade the king to confent to it; by which he 


si would 
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would obtain, in the eyes of his people, the honour 1506. 
of falling readily into the meafures which they them- “~~ 


felves had marked out;° and this condefcenfion 
would be fo far from leffening the royal authority, 
that when the new council had made the melancho- 
ly experiment of their ftrength, he would ultimately 
receive this advantage, that all the parts of the fi- 
nances would fall back into his hands, with exemp- 
tion from dependance. As the calculation of the 
royal revenues was made by the aflembly, and the 
council feleéted from it, it would be fuppofed that 
they had taken in all neceffary confiderations relat- 
ing to thofe payments, of which the collection was 
moit difficult and expenfive: they could not there- 
fore take it amifs, that the king chofe his fifteen 
million of that part which he liked beft. Chufing 
for his part the revenue of the five great farms, des 
parties cafuelles, du domaine, et des aides, he might 
expect, without prefumption, to fee them doubled, 


if not trebled, in a fhort time. This I fpoke with 


full confidence, becaufe | had already provided my- 
felf of refponfable people, who had engaged to take 
thefe farms at a confiderable advance. With re- 


fpect to that which remained in the hands of the: 


council of reafon, the cafe was quite otherwife; 
and I would have been bound to the king, that the 
penny in the fhilling, amongft others, would not, 
when all expences were defrayed, bring in above 
two hundred thoufand crowns clear money. 


The reafon why I did not give this opinion open- - 


ly in the council, was, becaufe I thought it proper 
that it fhould feent to come from the king himfelf. 
The king, after having heard me with great atten- 
tion, was afraid left my advice fhould bring him 
into difficulties, and into a miftake in fome fort ir- 
retrievable; but having confidered my reafons very 
ferioufly, he refolved to follow my opinion. | 
When the council met next day, they determin- 
ed as the day before, and I determined in the fame 
manner. The king declaring that he could rot fol- 
| K 2 low 
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low their advice, leit them in the utmoft aftonifh- 
ment, and went in to the afiembly, where he de- 
clared, in ftrong terms, that finding himfelf dif 
poled to promote, with all his power, the inclina- 


tions of fo wife a body, he received their fcheme 


without any qualification or reftriction, which he 
confidered as confifting of three articles ; the erec- 
tion of an independent council, the divifion of the 
public revenues, and the levy of a penny in the 


“fhilling ; that the aflembly had nothing to do but. 


in twenty-four hours to name the council; to give 
in a fchedule of the thirty millions, that he might 
chufe his own fhare; and that they fhould fee, by 
his conduct, whether he or the council were the 
better ceconomifts. The goodnefs and compliance 
of the king were loudly praifed; and the council 
finding itfelf concluded by a determination fo una- 


nimous, which left no farther room for debate, at. 
leaft between the king and his fubjects, thought of | 


nothing but returning to Paris, there to conclude 
this mafter- -piece of policy. 
The new council was not formed with fo little 


difturbance as had been expected ; that change of 


temper which retarded the election was fo great, 
that penetrating perfons faw from that moment how 
chimerical a fcheme had been embraced by the mul- 
titude. The nomination was at laft completed, in 


which the clergy were very bufy from the firft; and” 
the cardinal de Gondy *, famous for his œconomi- 


cal abilities, was put at its head, asif public affairs 
was to be adminiftred by the fame rules as thofe of 
a private houfe. ‘The council of reafon held their 
meetings regularly in the epifcopal palace, where 
the cardinal had affigned them an apartment. 

But no fooner had they begun to lay papers upon 
the table for the collection of the payments of the 


next year, but thefe new money-mongers were fo 


* Peter de Gondy, bifhop of Pa: rechal of France, of w hom we have 


ris, and brother to Albert de Gon-  fpoken before; 
dy, duke of-Retz, a peer and ma- 
much 
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much perplexed, that they knew not on which fide 1596. 
to turn them. The farther they wentthe more the tv 


labyrinth was perplexed ; they found no-body that 
would undertake tor the penny in the fhilling; the 
farmers afked for other funds, but at a difcount 
which put them quite at a lofs; and to add to their 
vexation, the bufinefs could not be put off: all the 
penfioners of the ftate came upon them, and talked 
of nothing but millians to people that had not yet 
got a fingle farthing. Chagrin and vexation foon 


broke the unanimity of the new council; they be- 


gan immediately to quarrel, and reproach one ano- 
ther with ignorance and rafhnefs. 

The thing was .come, in a few weeks, to this 
pafs, that the council of reafon could do nothing 
D 9 
reafonably ; and they were forced to apply to D’In- 


carville and me, and begged of us to come, at leaft 


once a week, and give them fuch counfel as we 
gave the king, whofe part of the revenue they faw 
growing and flourifhine day after day. I excuted 


myfelf on account of my employ, which took me 


Up altogether, They then addrefled the king; who, 


with his ordinary goodnefs, commanded me to go: 
but F did not forget, on that occafion, what was 
neceffary to his fervice. J lamented the ftate of the 
affairs of the council; 1 found no means of extrica- 
tion, and | helped forward nothing but perplexity. 
In fhort, fcarce three months had pafled before thefe 
profound politicians, being at the end of all their 
art, and, finking under .their burden, ‘went to the 
king to beg to be difcharged. The king, who I 
believe began to like this new regulation that fet 
him at eafe, told them that every thing was diffi- 
cult at firft; advifed them to take heart, and fent 
them away confuted by their own reafons.. But 
they foon came back, and changed their intreaties 


to importunity ; confeffed that they had been in the 


wrong when they undertook to govern the king. 
dom, and thewed a thoufand times more fatisfation 
K 3 on 


MEM O I R S Book VII, 


on their difmiffion from their employment, than at 
their advancement to it. | 

This burden fell upon me, as an addition to that 
with which | was already loaded, and my labour 
was fo great, that it required both my days and 
nights. As J had a kind of paffion for the re-efta- 
blithment of the finances, I made prodigious ad- 
vances in the ancient regifters of the council of 
ftate, the parliaments, the chambers of accounts, 
and the courts of aids, and even in the private ac- 
counts of the former fecretaries of ftate, for the new 
ones would not communicate theirs. JI did the 
fame thing in the offices of the treafurers of France, 
in the treafury chamber, and in the papers of the 
treafurers of the exchequer *: I raked even into 
that vaft collection where all the ordonnances are 
kept infcribed. Having a defign to draw up a ge- 
neral ftate of the finances for the year 1595, which 
was the end of all my refearches, I thought it fit to 
neglect nothing, that I might come as near as was 
poffible, in the fir year of my management, to the 
exacinefs to which J earneftly defired to carry it. 
Whatever fraud or miftake had crept into the f- 
nances,. | imagined that it could be neither fo great 
nor fo general, but I fhould be able to prove and 
fhew its or iginal, by comparing thefe pieces which 
I have been mentioning, or by the inferences to be 
drawn from them, with a due obfervation of the. 
different proportions of various times and alterati- 
ons of affairs. 

The people of the king’s council were frighted 
at the fight of my project, and beginning to ima- 
eine that I fhould throw every thing open, blamed 

themfelves now more than ever for not having with 


* “ Rofny, before he entered ‘ the kingdom, and all the ex- 
upon his office of fuperinten- ‘f pences neceffary in raifing them; 
‘€ dant, had furpifhed himfelf with ‘ he communicated all that he 
all the neceffary informations, ‘ knew of this matter to the king, 
‘the better to be enabled to ac: § who had in like manner ftudied 
‘6, quit himfelf therein: he per- ‘* all thefe things thoroughly him- 
€ fectly knew all the revenues of “ felt’ " &, Peref,p. 225. 
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#uch vigour oppofed my admifion into the council; 1 596. 
Maifies, to whom 1 muft do this juftice, that as LA 


foon as he difcovered my intentions he joined his 
endeavours with mine, gave me information of their 
terrors and regret. . To.confirm them in their fuf- 
picions, I declared.in public, that 1] had obtained 
fuch intelligence about the finances, that they would 
be prefently regulatedupon, another plan; and] 
defired that the comptrolier-general, the intendant 
of the finances of France, the treafurer of the ex- 
chequer, and thereceivers-general, fhould be joined 
with me, in order to draw lup this general ftate of 
the finances, of which thefe very men were in fuck 
terror. I had the care, however, to keep the pen 
always between my own fingers. | 

However, I could not this time keep myfelf clear 
of feveral confiderable errors, nor-efcape being 
tricked by thefe old-practitioners.. 1 think it is no 
fhame to confefs it; this very year they gained a 
profit of one fifth, -which is exorbitant, though in- 
finitely lefs than their ordinary gains. -I propofed 
the next year to remedy both this and another mi- 
ftake which I had committed: - one of the chief 
tricks of the financiers-was, to make the expence of 


the current year appear to be much more than the 


receipt, and to anticipate the revenues of the fol- 
lowing year; by: which means the expence ef the 
next year, and of all the reft in fucceffion, was 
thrown into a confufion, from which thefe men 
drew many advantages, particularly that of appear- 
ing never to have money which was not pre-engag- 
ed long before, and of being able te alledge this 
“excufe to the king; and all thofe whom they were 
mot inclined to pay. In the fecond place, they made 
ufe of that money: and, to conciuce, they paid off 
the old debts at a very lew price, and yet charged 
them entire in their accounts. This negligence of 

mune coft the kingdom this year two millions. 
This fault I corrected the following year, during 
my refidence in Brittany; .fo that from that time 
K 4 forward 
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1596. forward the‘receipts and expences exactly agreed: 
iww~ And in the mean time, to ‘fill ‘up the deficiency 


which my miftake had made, I took the parties ca- 
fuelles, les gabelles, the five great farms, and the 
toll of the rivers, out of the hands of the duke of 
Florence, who held them under the names of Gon- 
dy, Senamy, Zamet, Le Grand, Parent, L’Argen- 
tier, and other old managers, who had no fhare in 
the new finances; and I increafed thefe farms with 
two millions that had been loft by mifcomputation, 
The contractors for the finances, and their affociates 
of the council, were thunderftruck with this laft 
blow; but for this time their fpite vented itfelf in 
fmoke, the king having fupported me for fome 
time in a manner fo confpicuous, as funk them all 
into inactive defpondency. ‘The confequence of 
his conduct to the aflembly was, that he was made 
mafter, not only of the pretended council of reafon, 
but likewife of his own, whofe authority was now 
declining; and he had no longer reafon to fear that 
his defigns would mifcarry, as formerly, by their 
obftruétion. | | 

The defign in which he was then actually en- 
gaged, was the fiege of Arras, which had been pro- 
pofed in the council of war, which, excepting only 
the fecretary, confifted merely of men of action: it 
had there paffed without oppofition ;: but the refo- 
lution was kept’ fecret, becaufe only by conceal- 
ment could we be affured of fuccefs. That the 
merchants with whom I agreed for fupplies of all 
neceffary provifions might know nothing of the 
matter, I named to them a great number of cities 
along all the frontiers of Picardy, and Arras among 
the reft, at any of which they obliged themfelves 
to deliver, during the whole campaign, fifty thou- 
fand loaves a day. Santeny, Robin de Tours, 
Mauleville, and Lambert chevalier de Guet d’Or- 
leans, engaged likewife for the conveyance of every 
thing elfe, and particularly of twenty five cannons, 


The 
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The contrat pañled at fo low a price, that if the 3 596. 
ae 


misfortune that happened at Amiens a little after, 
had not obliged us to draw thither the forces de- 
fiened againit Arras, they would have been confi- 
derable lofers: but as it happened, they made a 
reafonable gain. 
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HE preparations that were making for 
war, did not prevent their enjoying at 
À Paris all the amufements that winter com- 
monly | brings along with it. The gentlenefs of the 
government t fecured the tranquility of the publie, 
who tafted all the fweets of it, without any of that 
allay which for fo long a time had imbittered all 
their pleafures. Gallantry, fhews, play, took up 
the time of the courtiers; and the king, who liked 
thefe diverfions through tafte, permitted them 
through policy. Monfieur and madam De Fer- 
vaques intreated me to allow of the addrefles of 
monfieur De Laval *, the fon of this lady, to my 
eldeft daughter. I referred them to the king, with- 
out whofe confent I could not now difpofe of my 
daughter, fince it had been propofed by the prin- 


cefs, to marry her to monfieur De Rohan; with © 


Ont Ke 


* William De Hautemer, count 
de Grancey, feigneur de Fervaques, 
who afterwards became a marechal 
of France. His wife was Andrée 
d” Allegre, widow to Guy count 
de Laval, whofe fon was likewife 
called Guy, the twentieth of that 


name, count de Laval, de Mont- 
fort, &c. who was fome time after 
killed in Hungary: in him ended 
that branch of Laval, or rather of 
Rieux, which continued only in the 
female line; for this Guy count de 
Laval was of the houfe of Coligny. 


whom 
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whom the king, being at that time offended, ap- 1597. 


proved of monfeur De Laval. 

= The court every day had the pleafure of a new 
entertainment, from. engagements of this nature, 
the moft fplendid of which was given by the con- 
ftable, at the folemnity of baptizing his fon. ‘This 
was the pretence; but it was well known, that one 
of the moît beautiful young ladies of the court, 
and who was afterwards married to an old man, was 
the real object of thefe gallantries. Montmorency, 
amonett all the courtiers, chofe out twelve noble- 
men for his ballet, who he thought would appear 
there with the greateft magnificence ; ; and prevailed 
upon the king to lay his commands upon me to be 
of this number. The elegance and propriety with 
which it was conducted, and which is the very ef- 
fence of thefe fort of diverfions, was fuperior to any 
thing I had ever feen of the kind. This entertain- 
ment was univerfally allowed to have greatly excel- 
led all that went before it: it was likewife the laft, 
and a ftrange difturbance happened at the end, I 
retired about two in the morning, and had been an 
hour and a half in bed, when I faw Beringhen enter 
my chamber, with the utmoft confternation painted 
in his countenance: he could but juft tell me that 
the king wanted me ; and affure me, in anfwer to 
my enquiries, that no accident.had happened to his 
perfon; for this was the firft queftion I afked, and 
his reply comforted me beforehand for the misfor- 
tune, whatever it was, fince I faw none which were 
abfolutely irremedible, but thofe that threatned his 
life. I put on my cloaths /haftily, and ran to the 
Louvre, in great anxiety of mind: upon my enter- 
ing the king’ s chamber, I faw him walking about 
very faft, his arms folded, his head reclined; and 
all the Darke of a deep uneafinefs * imprefled on his 


* “ Being as it were thunder- % fperity, he fpoke aloud, This 
€ ftruck at this, and yet looking ‘ blow is from heaven! Then 
ff up to heaven as he commonly “ paufing a little faid, I have fuf- 


ff does more in adverfity than pro- ficiently acted the part of king 


coun- 
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1597. countenance. The courtiers ftood in different cor- 
UN ners of the roam, leaning againft the hangings, 
without uttering a fingle word. 
The king coming to meet me, preffed my hand 
with great emotion, crying, ** Ah, my friend, 
what a misfortune! Amiens is taken.” I con- 
fefs, I continued immovable, like all the reft, at 
this unforefeen blow: a place fo ftrong, fo well 
provided with every thing that was neceffary, fo 
near to Paris, and on the fide of Picardy the only 
key to the kingdom, to be taken fo fuddenly ere we 
could be informed that it was ‘threatened with an 
attack: the thing was almoft incredible, and the 
general confternation appeared to be too well 
grounded. However, I took my refolution imme- 
diately, and while the king, who had received this 
news as he was preparing to go to bed, related to 
me the manner in whigh the Spaniards, with fome 
jacks of ‘walnuts, had furprifed’ ‘this important 
place *, I refleéted that, ‘ inftead of increafing, to 
no purpofe, the general difmay, prudence fugsefted 
that, in the prefent circumftance, it was neceflary 
to keep up every one’s fpirits, and to comfort the 
king. I therefore told him that I had in good time 
juft-put the finifhing hand to afcheme, by which 
not only Amiens, but feveral other places, would 
be reftored to him, without much difficulty. 


“ of France, it is time now that I 
‘* affume the character of king of 
‘ Navarre: and turning to the 
“* marchionefs, who wept, we mutt 
‘ quit: our prefent »warfare, and 
** take horfe to engage in another.”’ 

* It was on the eleventh of 
March. Hernand Teillo de Porto- 
Carrero, a Spaniard, the author of 
this fcheme, had difguifed like 
country men and country women, 
carrying goods to market, about 
thirty Spaniards, who ftopped up 
one. of the gates of the town, and 
amufed the guard, by pouring out 
at the entrance thereof a cart Ioad- 
ed with facks full of filberts which 


one of them untied; and during 
this time fome Spanifh troops;who 
lay concealed behind the hedges, 
marched up, and, putting the guard 
to the fword, made themfelves ma- 
fters of the town, See an account 
of this in all the hiftorians, under 
the year 16597. Hernand Teillo 
was killed in bravely defending 
this town againft Henry IV. He 
ufed to fay, that the three greateft 
commanders he knew, were Henry 
for the conduct of a large army, 
the duke of Maïenne for the fiege 
of a town, and marechal Biron for, 
a battle. Matthieu, tom. Il, liv, 
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This hint alone feemed, on a fudden, to have 1597; 
robbed the late misfortune of half its force; and unc 


although it did not hinder the king from reflecting 
on all the difficulties of an enterprife which might 
have very fatal confequences, yet, as the aftonith- 
ment the courtiers were in left them nothing to fay 
in anfwer to the king’s interrogatories but what 
tended to increafe his difquiet, his hopes were greatly 
raifed by what I had faid, and he defired to know 
what methods they were by which I propofed to 
ferve him. . I replied, that he fhould be informed 
by the papers I had drawn up for that purpofe; and 
I went out as if to fetch them, leaving the king at 
leaft in a more compofed ftate of mind than I had 


found him. Had he been a witnefs of my perplexi- | 


ty and uneafinefs, when I was alone in my clofet, 
he would have fuppreffed part of thofe praifes which 
he beftowed on me when I had quitted his cham- 
ber; for then it was, that, refigning myfelf up to 
reflection, I comprehended the whole extent of thofe 
misfortunes, which might be expected from the 
prefent pofture of affairs. The king’s treafure ex- 
haufted, not a fingle regiment fit for fervice, at the 
fame time that there was an abfolute neceflity both 
for money and troops in great abundance, and thas 
without any delay. 

I read over my private memoirs; I revolved in 
my.mind all thofe fchemes for levying money, 
which I had employed my leifure hours in concert- 
ing, forefeeing that the king would have foon an 
occafion for them. Moft of thefe fchemes might 
be reduced to two different kinds; one very eafy 
and plain, wherein all that was neceffary to be done 
was to augment the land-tax, and other impofts 
already eftablifhed ; the other more difficult, which 
confifted in contriving new fources from whence 
money might be drawn. The firft I did not think 
it prudent to have recourfe to, fince, after ail the 
hardfhips which the country people had endured, 
to opprefs them ftill more by an augmentation of 

taxes, 
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1597. taxes, the fole weight of which falls upon them, 
“—r~ and at a time when they but juft began to breathe 


again, was to complete the ruin of the ftate, and 
to deprive the king himfelf, for the future, of his 
moft fruitful, and in one fenfe his moft certain re- 
fources. | 
I then turned my thoughts another way, and fix- 
ed upon the following project, which was to de- 
mand of the clergy a free gift for a year, if not for 
two years, and oblige them to make immediate 
payment; toaugment the old offices with new mem: 
bers, four in each fovereign court, befides four 
mafters of accounts in every chamber, two in every 
office in the finances, two offices of counfellor in 
every prefidial court, an affeffor in every royal tri- 
bunal, and an ele& in every election; to add a third 
to all the officers of the finances*; to keep back 
half a year’s payment of the arrears of fums bor- 
rowed from the contractors in the laft reign; to 
increafe the tax on falt fifteen /ous a pottle, and to 
leave it always in that ftate, becaufe fuch an increafe 
would give room for the fuppreffion of certain ofi- 
ces too chargeable to the public ; to raife the entry 
of goods, and the tolls of rivers a third part, by a 
new eftimate; and, as all thefe meafures gave.us, 
for the moft_part, only the hope of money, to be- 
gin by borrowing twelve hundred thoufand livres 
from the richeft people of the court and principal 
cities, and to affign them payments out of an aug- 
mentation of the gabels and five great farms; and, 
to fupply the ready money which we fhould have 
occafion for befides, to raife a profecution in the 
chamber of juftice againft the old contraétors, who 
had made confiderable fortunes, and oblise them to 
foffer a new tax, in form of a loan. . 


* The offices “of the finances this third was called Tricanal, “‘be- 
were poffefied by two perfons: the caufe he had evéry third year as 
firit was called L’ Ancien ; the fe- _ rotation with the other two, who 
cond, who had been appointed af- _ alone fad the privilege of reimburf— 
ter, was called L*Alternatif ; and img tie Tricenal. (i 
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This plan was indeed of fufficient extent. How- 
ever, it was not my intention, that thefe methods 
fhould be all made ufe of at once, but, being un- 
certain how long the war would continue, they 
might employ them fucceflively, beginning with 
thofe which were the leaft burthenfome. | With re- 
gard to the troops that were neceflary, 1 thought 
they could not do better than to raife them in thofe 
provinces of the kingdom which had no longer any 
occafion for defence. Thus I taxed the ifle of 
France, by joining Barry to it, with a complete 
regiment; the Orleanois with ‘Touraine was to fur- 
nifh a fecond: and Normandy itfelf a third: thefe 
regiments were to confift of fifteen hundred and fifty 
_ men, furnifhed and maintained by the provinces, 
from the day of their arrival before Amiens; be- 
caufe thefe provinces enjoyed the right of calling 
the regiments by their own name, and of appoint- 
ing the officers. 

Five days after I carried my projeét to the king, 
with the proper evidences formally drawn up in 
thirteen papers. His majefty retired to examine 
them with me, in the prefence of D’Arambure, Lo- 
menie, Beringhen, and L’Oferai. When I had 
finifhed reading them, I told the king that, with 
thefe fupplies, there was nothing to retard his de- 
parture for the expedition of Amiens; fince all the 
neceflary preparations for a camp in Picardy were 
already made in fuch a manner, that, I durft affure 
his majefty, his army would not only find there pro- 
vifton in great plenty, but hkewife every thing re- 
quifite for mere convenience, with the fame eafe, 
and at the fame price as in a city. I added, that 
whatever refource this fcheme might afford the 
king in his prefent neceffities, his majefty muft not 
imagine it could be carried into.execution, without 
increafinge the number of thofe wounds of which 
France was far from being wholiy cured: that he 
need only take a flight view of the immenfe debts 
“and engagements with which the ftate was over- 
LEA fan burdened ; 
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1597. burdened; that, to an exhaufted flate, a new tax, 
wv~ in whatever manner difguifed, is always the fame; 


therefore the war fhould not be renewed, but with 
a view of procuring an advantageous peace, which 
was now become abfolutely neceflary : and however 
great the public mifery was at prefent, I was fully 
convinced that twelve years of continued. peace 
would be fufficient to reftore the kingdom to a 
flourifhing condition. 

I did not doubt but that, by the conduét which 
the king appeared difpofed to obferve, the enemies, 
notwithftanding the advantages they had gained, 
would be the firft to wifh for the end of the war; 
and at that time I freely difclofed a thought to the 
king, the juftnefs of which was verified by the e- 
vent; and this was, that the firft overtures. for a 
peace would be made by the king of Spain, whom 
policy, in that {tate of weaknefs and incapacity.to 
which the common courfe of nature had reduced 
him, would not permit to expofe his crown to the 
uncertain chances of war, always to be feared, but 
chiefly in the beginning of a prince’s reign who was 
fil a child. I even went fo far as to foretell, that 
Spain would purchafe peace by the reftoration of all 
the towns fhe had taken from France. 

My fcheme for raifing money was fo much ap- 
proved by the king, that he refolved to propofe it 
himfelf in full council; but he communicated it 
beforehand to a kind of little council of war, com- 
pofed of the duke of Montpenfier, mefficurs De 
Montmorency, De Maïenne, D’ Auvergne, De Bi- 
ron, D’Ornano, De Bellegarde, De REA Luc, De 
Fervaques, De Roquelaure, and De Frontenac: he 
afterwards fummoned an extraordinary council, to 
which he admitted all in Paris who had a right to 
a place there, particularly the chief perfons of the 
affembly of Rouen, who, ftill refided' there. The 
king could take no happier meafures to.eftablifh-his 
authority upon the weaknefs of this great aflembly, 
which was now ackno: wledged by themfelves. Ele 
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began with lamenting the lofs of Amiens, declaring 1597. 
the neceflity there was to recover this city as foon. vs 


as poffible, giving in a full plan of all that was ne- 
ceffary for that purpofe: he concluded with afking 
the advice of all that were prefent, concerning the 
means of carrying it into execution, complaining, 
in order to conceal from them what he himfelf had 
to propofe, thar his moft ufeful and neceffary en- 
terprifes were alwavs oppofed by difficulties, and 
retarded by delays. 

Here the king ftopped, as if to wait for the de- 


_liberations of the affembly. Each looked upon the 


other witnout uttering a fingle word ; at length the 
nobles broke filence, but it was only to refer the 
affair to the financiers, who in their turn replied, 
that it belonged wholly to the nobles. Henry urg- 
ing them to deliver their opinions, fome general 
propofals for new levies were made, which were 
immediately oppofed by one half of the aflembly ; 
and the counfellors finding their fpeech all at one 
time, to ridicule, in a confufed and diforderly man- 
ner, whatever might be offered by either party, the 
king, feizing that moment when their animofity 
was carried to fuch a heighth, that there was not 
the leaft probability of their coming to any agree- 
ment, drew the memorial out of his pocket, telling 
them, that, although he had but little experience 
in the affairs of the finances, yet, upon the prefent 
occafion, he would offer his opinion, which he was 
always ready to give up fora better: he then pre- 
pared to read the paper, which threw all that were 
prefent into a fixed attention, and afterwards into 
an aftonifhment, that rendered them fpeechlefs and 
immoveable. Henry fuffered them to remain in 
this. filence for two moments, then declaring that 
he underftood it as an unanimous confent, added, 
that as he had no intention to make ufe of all thofe 
meafures at one time, he would begin by borrowing 
the fum of twelve ‘hundred’ thoufand livres; and 
exhorted the nobles and the weaichieft perfons in 
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the kingdom, to comply voluntarily with the pre- 
and depend upon his 
Bee word, that the lenders fhould have their prin- 
cipal reimburfed in the fpaceof two years, together. 
with the intereft. His majefty then Brought for- 
ward the fifteen fous upon falt, the eftablifhment of 
the third man in the finances, and an enquiry into 
the conduct of fraudulent contractors. : ‘The affair 
was decreed, and a decree drawn up upon that plan. 
We had, in a very little time, three hundred thou-: 
fand crowns voluntarily lent: the creation of the 
third man brought in twelve hundred thoufand, 
and the fame fum was drawn from the colleGtors of 
taxes, to whom the treafurers of France were joined, 
but were fuffered however to tax themfelves. 

The council of the finances, accuftomed to re- 
joice in the calamity of the people, were foon com- 
forted under thefe new fubfidies, provided they. 
might pafs thorough their hands. ‘They reprefent- 
ed to the king, after having greatly commended his 
memorial, that the fuccefs of it depended upon his 
employing perfons of great experience, ready dif- 
patch, and poffeffed of ,a full power to execute it. 
The king replied, that the perfon he was refolved 
to employ fhould be invefted with his authority; 
and that, with regard to the other qualities, he 
pitched upon me (I was prefent at this difcourfe) as 
the moft induftrious and moft prudent amongft 
them, although the youngeft. He expreffed him- 
felf in yet ftronger terms to Schomberg (whom his 
majefty vifited jui before his departure, on account 


of an indifpofition * that 
and to the counfellors he 


# Gafpard Schomberg, count de 
Nanteuil. This diforder was a dif- 
ficulty of breathing, that proceeded 
from the membrane that covers the 
heart becoming offeous on the left 
fide, as alfo fome others of the 
neighbouring parts; and this was 
found fo upon opening his body af- 
ter his death, which happened two 


confined him to his bed) 
found in the fick count’s 


years afterwards, He was em- 
ployed in the making the edi& of 
Nantes, as fhall be obferved here- 
after; and he did many other fer- 
vices to the ftate, M. de Thou 
highly commends his charaéter and 
abilities, both as a warrior and as 
a fiatefman, 
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chamber. He told them, that as F only fhould 1505. 
bear the blame, if he was not fupplied with every = 


thing he had occafion for, while he employed him- 
felf wholly in fighting againft his enemies, fo he 
was refolved that every thing fhould be regulated 
in the council agreeable to my direétions. And 
accordingly, before he went away, he invefted me 
with his whole authority. ‘This mortified S¢hom- 
berg to fuch a degree, that he chofe rather to go 
and fervé at the fiege, than fee me at the head of 
the finances. Sancy likewife left the council, to 
hold his rank in the army as colonel of the Swifs. 

The gentlemen of the council gave me ftill more 
reafon to fufpeét them, of which I had a proof in 
the affair of the third men. After having recorded 
the ediét by which they were created, I endeavoured 
to'raife as much money as was poffible from thefe 
offices. And to deprive the gentlemen of the coun- 
cil of all means of ferving, at a low rate, any rela- 
tion or friend, as was ufual with them, | applied 
myfelf with as much affiduity to the pen, as any 
clerk or treafurer des parties cafuelles,; and not fa- 
tisfied with ufing this precaution, I gave a note un- 
der my hand to each purchafer, who was obliged to 
carry it to the treafurer, from whom, after laying 
down the money, he received an acquittance, and 
both were to be produced to me. 

All artifice becoming ineffectual, the contractors 
had recourfe to a method which, doubtlefs, had 
feldom failed before; they attempted to corrupt me 
with bribes. Robert de Tours, a very confiderable 
contractor, after conferring with the council, whom 
he had gained over to his intereft, came to my 
houfe, and entreated one of my fecretaries to pro- 
cure him an interview with my wife, to whom he 
offered a jewel worth fix thoufand crowns as a pre- 
fent for me, and another worth two thoufand for 
her, that] might not oppofe a determination of the 
council, who had affigned to him the nomination 
of all the third men in the diftricts of Tours and 

Lee Orleans, 
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Orleans, for the fum of feventy-two thoufand 


UV crowns. He was introduced to me by madam de 


Rofny, whom, by a fevere reprimand in the con-. 
tractor’s prefence, I made fenfibie of the fault fhe 
had committed. Nor did I fpare him, in order to 
Peer fuch attempts for the future. He left me 


_ greatly furprifed, and probably as much offended 


at my behaviour. Thad juft been refufing, from 
another contractor, fixty thoufand crowns, “for one 
half of thatof which he had before offered me feven- 
ty-two thoufand for the whole; and that very even- 
ing, that half brought me fourfcore thoufand 
crowns, becaufe | divided it into fmall parcels. 

This employment detained me at home all that 
day and the following, for I thought it of more con- 
fequence than to attend the chancellor’s fummons, 
who had fent a ferjeant of the council twice to me, 
to defire I would come thither, and finifh an affair 
which would procure the king, he faid, feventy- 
five thoufand crowns of ready money. I went as 
foon as I was difengaged, without thinking any 
more of Robert de Tours. The chancellor, upon 
my entering the council-chamber, made me fome 
flight reproaches for my negligence: 1 anfwered 
him bluntly, that 1 had been more ufeful to the 
king in my clofet. ‘* We have been no lefs fo. 
‘ here,” returned the chancellor, who fought to 
enhance the value of the fervice he had done the 
king, in procuring him this ready money, by the 
neceflity his majeity was in for ir, having, by two 
letters fucceffively, demanded fome of the council. 
When I difcovered that this was the money which 
had juft before been offered me by the contraétor of 
Tours, he having only added three thoufand crowns 
more to the fum, | reprefented to thefe gentlemen, 
in very ftrong terms, that fince they could not be 
ignorant that Robert had firft applied to me, they 
ought not to have concluded, without my know- 
ledge, an affair which had appeared to me to be 
unjuft. 

Finding © 
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Finding that they were endeavouring to impofe 197. 
upon me, partly by complaint, and partly by an www 


air of authority, I told them plainly, that if 1 had 
been of a humour to be gained by bribes, the bar- 
gain would not have returned to them ; but that 
fince the king relied upon my fidelity, I would nor 
fail to give him every proof of it in my power, 
The chancellor, Frefne, and La Grange-le-roi, fen- 
fibly affected with the reproach conveyed in thefe 
words, had the affurance to mention immediately, 
that a bargain by which the king loft more than 
half of what was due to him, was, notwithftand- 
ing, more advantageous for him, fince he was paid 
with ready money, than mine, by which I com- 
monly allowed the purchafers the term of fix 
months for the payment of the fecond moiety. 
They did not ftop there, but reproached me with 
fetting myfelf up for a reformer of the finances; 
and declared, with an air of contempt, that they 
were able to fupport their bargain againft mine, 
Upon this, growing violent, the council determin- 
ed that their aflignment to Robert de Tours fhould 
take place. 

I did not think proper to fay one word more con- 
cerning this unjuftifiable method of proceeding, 
nor upon the regulation that was made in confe- 
quence of it, which was, that thenceforward the 
council would have no regard to particular notes. 
But when Fayet, the fecretary, brought me this ar- 
ret to fign, I refufed to do fo, till I had received 
the king’s anfwer to a letter, in which, as I told 
Fayet, 1 had fuppreffed no part of the truth, nor 
concealed the perfons: this letter gave Fayet fome 
apprehenfions, as I defigned it fhould; he intreated 
me to fhew it him ; and pretending to be overcome 
by his importunity, I yielded. It turned entirely 
“upon the underhand practices which Robert had 
made ufe of to gain the gentlemen of the council; 
all which 1 had had the good fortune to difcover. 
J Jikewile gave the king to underftand, that this 
* L 3 contractor 
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contractor had procured the favour of the council, 


vs by making to madam de Sourdis *, miftrefs to the 


chancellor, the fame offers which 1 had rejected; 
to which he had added other prefents to madam de 
Deuilly, a relation of the chancellor’s, and Frefne’s 
miftrefs. Fayet repeating the contents of my letter 


to the perfons moft concerned in it, they feat him 


back immediately, to intreat I would not fend it: 
the arret was fupprefled, and Robert’s bargain’ re- 
jected. 

In this manner I divided my hes between 
the care of receiving the money of the ftate, and 
laying it out advantageoufly for the neceñities of 
the army, which wanted neither provifions nor ar- 
tillery during the whole time that the fiege of A- 

niens continued, I took a journey regularly every 


month to the camp, carrying with me each time 


fifteen hundred thoufand crowns ; which procured 
me tae friendfhip of all the principal officers, who 
were not accuftomed to fuch exact payments. I 
He my cares and folicitude even to the private 
foldiers, by eftablifhing an hofpital in the camp, fo 
convenient and fo well attended, that feveral per- 
fons of quality went thither to: be cured of their dif 
cafes 0 or wounds +. 


+ line were 


' * Tfabel Babou de la Bourdaifiere, 


the wife of Francis D’Efcoubleau, 


marquis de Sourdis; fhe had an 
elder fifter, called Frances, who 
was married to Antony D’Eftrées, 
aad mother to the fair Gabrielle ; 
and likewife a younger fitter, who 
married Claude de Beauvilliers, the 
count de Saint-Aignan, This whole 
family was ftrangely cried down 
and fatirized in the Amours du 
Grand Alcandre, and other farca- 
{tical libels of that time, even as far 
back as the grandmother of thefe 
three ladies, who was called Mary 
Gaudin. All the daughters of this 
remarkably’ ‘beautiful, 


Leo X. was fo charmed with the 


“beauty of Mary Gaudin, at Bou- 


logne, where he had feen her, when 
he had a conferénce with Francis I, 
that he prefented her with a dia- 
mond, called by domeftic tradition 
Gaudin’s Diamond." It is Amelot 
de la Houffaye who fpeaks fo ; and 
he has colleéted feveral fuch-like 
anecdotes of this whole family, to 
which I refer the curious reader, in 
the article Babou de la Bourdaifiere. 

' + D’Aubigné relates, that it was 
commonly faid at that time, that 
Henry IV, had brought Paris with 
him before Amiens, to :thew* the 
abundance that reignedin his camp. 
He likewife brought his miftrefs to 
Pecquigny, at which the marechal 
de Biron and other general pftteers 
jolie pi much, 
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The king’s folicitude for the fafety of my perfon, 1597. 
which, indeed, he almoft carried to excefs, more ey~ 


than compenfated for all my trouble. Saint-Luc, 
to whom the count de la Guiche had refigned the 
poft of great matter of the ordnance, took me with 
him to fee his lodgments, knowing my fondnefs 
for that part of the military art: this engaged me 
very far in the trenches and other places in which 
there was fome danger. The king being informed 
of it, gave me a fevere reprimand, abfolutely for- 
bidding me to appear at any hazardous poft; and 
faid publicly on this occafion,, that I had enemies 
even in the camp, who fo eagerly defired my death, 
they, would voluntarily expofe themfelves to any 
danger, provided I fhared it with them. It was 
hardly poffible for one who had been a foldier, not 
to feel his. former ardour for war revive, near a 
prince who was equal to every military duty, and 
performed ail with an application fo unwearied, and 
courage fo invincible, as might have animated 
hearts the leaft fenfible to glory. 

_. His example, however, did not produce the fame 
effect upon all. In the very midit of his camp, a 
cabal of mutinous proteftants was formed, headed 
by meffieurs de la Tremouille, de Bouillon, and 
Du Pleffis, which gave him great uneafinefs. Go- 
ing to pay my refpects to him, before I returned 
again to Paris, I found him in deep affliction: he 
had juft received certain intelligence, that thefe three 
gentlemen, in concert with the two Saint-Germains, 
de Clan and de Beaupré, * D’Aubigré, La-Cafe, 
La-Vallere, La-Saufaie, La-Bertichere, Preaux, 
Baffignac, Regnac, B ffais, Conftant, and other 


* This is the hiftorian D’Au- 
bigné, who is always called D’ Au- 
bigny in thefe Memoirs; his name 
is Theodore-Agrippa d’Aubigné : 
his birth, his fervices, and his cou- 
rage, gained him great reputation 
among the calvinift party: he re- 
tired in 1620 to Geneva, where he 
died in 1631, aged fourfcore, leay- 


wt 2 


ing behind him only one fon, called 
Conftans D'Aubigné, whofe daugh- 
ter was Frances D’Aubigné, the 


‘Jate marchionefs de Maintenon, 


Addias de Chaumont, feigneur de 
la Bertichere, brother to John de 
Chaumont, the marquis de Guitry 5 
his pofterity is ftill extant to this 
day. Heftor de Preaux, &, 


La profe- 
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1597. proteftants, to the number-of twenty, had held an 
is affembly of the whole body of proteftant bigots, 


wherein they had made a propofal, which they fup- 
ported with all the power and influence they had, to 
take advantage of the opportunity the fiege of -A- 
miens * afforded them, which could not be carried 
on without their affiftance, to force an ediét from 
the king entirely to their fatisfaction; or, if he re- 
fufed, to do themfelves juftice, by taking up arms 
againit him. Happily for the king, this propofal 
was objected to by many perfons in the affembly, 
as well as in fome of the great towns, which they 
had endeavoured to draw over to their party. His 
majefty was a little comforted by this circumftance, 
but he had reafon to apprehend, that the moft vio- 


* It is certain, that it was by 
this conjuncture of the fiege of A- 
miens, and the feveral fteps which 
the calvinifts of France took to 
make their advantage of it, that 
they obtained the famous ediét of 
Nantes, which was granted them 
the year following. The duke de 
Bouillon does not deny this. All 
the reafons by which he juftifies 
this conduct, may be feen in Mar- 
folier, liv. v. but the beft of all is 
the proteft which he and Du Pieffis 
Mornai make, that whatever might 
apparently be the view of the cal- 
vinifts in thefe affemblies at Sau- 
mur, Loudun, and Vendôme, that 
were called together immediately 
after one another, and conduéted 
witha great deal of warmth, nei- 
ther they nor the other heads of 
the party ever had an intention of 
deliberating therein upon taking 
up arms, but only amicably to en- 
.deavour to obtain equitable condi- 
tions. We could wifh, folely for 


the entire juftification of the duke 


de Bouillon, that there had not 


‘been reafon to upbraid him for re- 


fufing to follow the king in his ex- 


pedi'ion to Amiens ; and that the 


furprife of this town by the Spa- 


“niards had noc been followed, on 


the party of the calvinifts, by a 
tranflation of the protettant affem- 
bly of Vendôme to Chatelleraut, 
where the proceedings were fo vio- 
lent, that the king was obliged to 
fend thither M, de Schomberg, De- 
Thou, De-Vic, De-Calignon, and 
De-Montglat, who were charged 
with full powers to offer fuch con- 
ditions as fufficiently fhew, that 
Henry 1V. thought he had every 
thing to fear from them, The rea- 
fon why the calvinifts have filled 
Europe with their complaints about 
the revocation of the edict of Nan- 
tes, is becaufe the intervention of 
a fpace of time of upwards of four- 
fcore years, has made them lofe 
fight of the means they ufed at firft 
to extort it. As to the above re- 
mark, confult the Memoirs of the 
duke de Bouillon ; his Hift. by 
Marfolier ; the Hift. of the edict of 
Nantes ; the life of Du-Pleffis Mor- 
nai; the Verbal procefs of the af- 


femblies of Vendôme and Châtelle- 


raut, &c. butefpecially D’Aubigné, 
tom. Ill. liv. iv. ch, 11. where he 
relates, at very full length, all the 


fchemes and cabals'of the calvinift 


party, and the new turn which 
they endeavoured to give their af- 
fairs. 


lent 


Wee rfi SI WD LA LA ¥: 


153 


lent party would carry it at laft. He commanded me 507. 
to write to fome of the principal amongft them, to LA" 


prevail upon them, if poffible, to refume more rea- 
fonable fentiments, and particularly the duke de la 
Tremouille, whom he knew to be the chief pro: 
moter of the confpiracy. : 

» Hitherto: had preferved fome degree of intimacy 
with La-Tremouille, infomuch that he thought 
himfelf obliged to require my prefence in thefe af- 
femblies, but concealed the occafion of them; and 
in his letter to me made ufe of fuch ambiguous 
terms, as it was not difficult to judge, that I was 
confidered: by’ thefe gentlemen as a man unfaithful 
to his own party ; and that La Tremouille was not 
far from engaging in an open rebellion. \ This did 
not hinder me, however, from taking advantage of 
the remaining correfpondence there was between us, 
to endeavour to bring him back to his duty. I 
wrote to him in anfwer, that although it were true, 
the king, in refpeét to him, was fuch as he imagin- 
ed, there was neither honour nor greatnefs in ex- 
torting from him a declaration which was the effect 
only of neceffity; but that, in reality, this prince 
had the fame fentiments as formerly for the prote- 
ftants; that he was not the caufe of that injuftice 
they fuffered from the catholics, fince he had equal 
reafon to complain of them himfelf; that befides 
he fhould obferve, that the confequence of this e- 
dit, obtained fo unfeafonably, would not be fo ad- 
vantageous for them as they imagined, fince the 
catholics, always more powerful than they, were 
able to prevent it for the prefent; and for the fu- 
ture, the king, juftly offended at their violent pro- 
ceedings, would lofe all inclination to grant them 
one day, voluntarily, what in fo unfavourable a 
conjunéture they wanted to anticipate by force; and 
all the effect which an unfuccefstul attempt would 
produce, would be to create a diftruft of them in 
the catholic party, and put them upon their guard 
againft them. I reminded Tremouille of the ex- 
| amples 
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1597: amples of thofe illuftrious proteftants, who, on all: 
LV occafions, both by their words and conduct, fhew- 


ed, that a proteftant who acts conformable to his 
faith, has the good of the ftate, and the true inte-. 
reft of his king alwaysin view. Tremouille was fo 
little moved with my letter, that he fhewed it to, 
every one, and made a public jeft of it: but thefe 
defigns not being fupported by a fufficient number, | 
of partifans, fell to the ground. 

The poft of great matter of the ordnance became 
vacant, at my fourth vifit to the camp. Saint-Luc *, 
looking between two gabions where, in appearance, 
there was fcarcely room enough for a cannon-ball 
to enter, was unfortunately fhot dead by one. The 
king was converfing alone with me when Villeroi 
and Montigny came to tell him the news, which 
they. would not impart in the prefence of any other 
perfon, becauie of the particular defigns each had 
gn this poft. I came up to the king again when 
they had left him, and his majefty informed me of 
Saint-Juuc’s death, and likewife that Villeroi and. 
Montigny had afked him for this poft; the firft for 
his fon D’Alincourt, or his nephew. Chateau-neuf- 
Aubepine 4, and Montigny for himfelf. — Saint- 
Luc had genius, readinefs of invention, was capa- 
ble of great induftry, and poffefled of much perfonal 
courage ; the only fault he could be charged with, 
was his refigning himfelf up too much to a lively 
imagination, high furnifhing him with fcheme 
after fcheme, he confumed in theory great part 
of that time which fhould have been employed in 
practice. The king, however, thought none of the 
candidates capable of filling his place; D’Alincourt 
wanted fortitude, and, faid the king, has no co- 
Jour on his nails: Chateauneuf { concealed his want 


* Francis D’Epinai de Saint-Luc: quis de Chateau-neuf, Francis de 
he is called the brave Saint-Luc. La-Grange, feigneur de Montigny. 


See his eulogy in Brantéme’s ies Ï He was made keeper of the 
des hommes tllufer, in the article Saint- feals in 1630, and refigned them 
Luc, tom. I. in 1633: 


T Charles de l'Aubepine, mar- 


of 
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of real genius, under an appearance of affectationand # 597- 
grimace. Montigny was, in truth, valiant, and of wyww 
-warm affections; but thefe qualities were not fuffi- 
cient to entitle him to fo confiderable a poft, as he 
was without expedient, order, or œconomy. 
_ His majefty, by talking to me in: this manner, 
_appeared to me to have no other reafon for hefitat- 
ing whether he fhould beftow this poft upon me, 
but becaufe he thought the duties of it incompatible 
with thofe of fuperintendant of the finances. It was 
snot difficult for me to undeceive him ; and that in- 
ftant he promifed I fhould have it, but deferred 
this proof of his friendfhip for me, till the fiege was 
at an end, my prefence being, in his opinion, ne- 
_ceffary at Paris; during which time he would leave 
the place vacant. I did not fee the king all the fol- 
Jowing day, and unfortunately for me he faw the 
marchionefs of. Monceaux in that interval, who 
omitted nothing to prevail upon him to change his 
refolution in favour of the elder D’Eftrées, her fa- 
ther. The king refitted the intreaties of this lady, 
and even her tears, but he was not proof to her 
threats of throwing herfelf into a convent, if he re- 
fufed her this favour. The fear of lofing her re- 
kindling all the ardours of his paffion, fhe obtained 
the poft for her father. The next day the king, 
-with fome confufion for the weaknefs he had fhewn, 
informed me of what had paffied; however, in one 
circumftance he took care of my interefts, by con- 
: ditioning with monfieur D’Eftrées, who was utterly 
incapable of exercifing this employment himfeli, 
that he fhould exchange it for the firft poft under 
the crown which fhould become vacant, and abfo- 
lutely refign it (if a more confiderable war fhould 
happen to break out) in favour of him whom his 
majefty fhould appoint: and he again engaged his 
word to me, that I fhould be the perfon. 
- I was fatisfied with this affurance, and returned 
to Paris, where a few days afterwards I received 
news from the camp of the death of my youngeft 
re Weis. Mer Un brother, 
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1597. brother, governor of Mante *; whom I had ‘eft in 
‘wy~ good health. Of four brothers his death reduced 


us to two. ‘The king rejected all the applications 
that were made to him by feveral perfons for the 
government of Mante, to beftow it without any 


folicitation upon me. I received this gift by the 


fame letter which his majefty wrote to me on occa- 


dion of my brother’s death, together with the writ- 


ings neceflary to inveft me with all the rights of my 
brother, who died without children. I fent Balta- 
zar my fecretary to Amiens, to procure my patent 
for the government, which as foon as I hac received, 
I went to Mante to be acknowledged as governor, 
defigning to ftay thefe but four days. 

The gentlemen of the council, fuppofing my ab- 
fence would be much longer, and probably followed 
by a refignation of my employment in the finances, 
were full of joy; and one of the firft advantages 
they drew from it, was to take proper meafures for 


‘appropriating to themfelves part of thofe fums de- 


ftined for the fiece of Amiens. They all figned a 


‘letter to his majefty, written in the name of the 


council, in which they reprefented to him that, hav- 


‘ing been fupplied with every: thing that was necef- 
fary for the fiege during five months, his majefty 


could not be: furprifed to hear that his funds were 


quite exhaufted, having nothing remaining but fome 


bad arrears and affignments of payment. Henry, 
who knew not that I was at Mante, and. who, by 


van effect of his ordinary vivacity, had not examined 


the fignatures of this letter, was fo much the more 


“‘furprifed at ic, as I had pofitively affured him that 


I was able to furnifh him with the ufual fums for 


four months longer, which was all the time ‘the 
‘fiege was expected to laft. He exclaimed in very 


fevere terms againft the gentlemen of the council, 


* Solomon de Bethune, baron de the beginning of thefe Memoirs: 
Rofny, and governor of Mante. he was only fix and thirty years of 
This is the third of the four bro- age when he died, | 
thers, of whom we have fpoke in ahd 9 


in 
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in the prefence of the chief officers of his army; nor : 597. 
for this once was I fpared any more than the reft: Un 


but after a moment’s reflection, cafting his eyes 
upon the names fubfcribed to this letter, among 
which he did not fee mine, and learning from the 
courier that I was at Mante, he condemned himfelf 
immediately for his too precipitate anger ; and that 


the reparation he made me might be complete, he 
read my anfwer to the letter he wrote me upon this: 


occafion, in the prefence of the fame perfons. : 
His intereft indeed required that he fhould re- 
move their apprehenfions. A fiege fo extremely 
laborious had fometimes difcouraged both them and 
their foldiers to fuch a degree, that an abfolute de- 


fertion would have been the confequence of his trea-’ 
fure being exhaufted, fince, upon the leaft delay of 
the remittances, the king could not hinder many 
from leaving him. All went on well to the end; 


if the befieged defended themfelves with. vigour, 


and made fallies upon fallies, they were attacked 


with the fame fpirit, and were always defeated. 


The fap was carried as far as the ramparts, and 
the befiegers had juft taken poffeffion of two cafe- 


mates, which they rendered ufelefs to the befieged, 


when the cardinal archduke, with the count of Manf- 
field, who ferved under him in quality of lieute-. 
nant-general, thought it time to make an effort to’ 
prevent the reduction of the place: they marched. 


towards it with an army confifting of between twelve 
and thirteen thoufand foot, and two or three thou- 
fand horfe, and paffed the river of Authie, with an 
intention to offer the king’s forces battle, or at leaft 
to throw a confiderable fupply into Amiens. All 
that endeavoured to enter were driven back *. The 


_* Perefixe relates this fa& very “ eafily thrown three thoufand, 
differently, ‘ The archduke, fays ‘‘ men into Amiens ; fo great was. 
“he, came and lay before the ‘the confternation which was. 


‘ quarter called Longpré, onthe ‘ fpread in the camp. Henry,. 


15th of September, at two in ‘* doubting of the fuccefs of that 


LS 


€ 
“ec 


“ expeéted him. He might have ‘ {at the fame time leaning upon 


king 


the afternoon, when no-body ‘ day, fpoke out aloud, © Lord, 
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king went himfelf to reconnoitre the enemy’s army 7 


Book IX, 


he had a full view of it; and notwithftanding the 
fuperiority of their numbers, finding them a con- 
fufed and diforderly multitude, without difcipline: 


or conduét, refolved to attack them; : 
firft motion he made, the archduke retreated with: — 


but at the’ 


precipitation *: probably it would not have been 


impoffible to have forced the Spaniards to a battle, 
and to have beat them without difcontinuing the1 
fiege: at leaft Henry was always of this opinions — 


Neverthelefs he yielded to the advice of the greateft 
number, who were for allowing the archduke to’ 
retreat. After this, they applied themfelves clofely 


€ the pommel of his faddle, with 
“€ his hat in his hand, and his eyes 
(€ lifted towards heaven) if *tis to 
“€ day that thou intendeft to punifh 
“ me, as my fins deferve, I offer 
“€ up my life a facrifice to thy juf- 
‘€ tice, fpare net the guilty; but, 
“ QLord, for thy great mercy’s 
“€ fake, pity this poor kingdom, 
and chaftife not the fock for the 
errors and faults of the fhepherd. 
When he faw nothing appearing, 
“ he withdrew diffatisfied, faid he 
“< gallantly, with the courtefy of 
the Spaniards, who would not 
advance one fingle ftep to re- 
“€ ceive him, and who, with a bad 
“€ grace, refufed the honour which 
“ he offered them.”  Perefixe, 
partz. Moft part of the hiftori- 
ans agree, that the Spaniards let 
flip one of the fineft opportunities 
they ever had, of beating the king’s 
army : and this prince faid himfelf 
afterwards, that fome of his chief 
officers told him all was now loft. 
Matthieu, tom. II. liv. ii. p. 234. 

* The king faid of -the cardinal 
archduke, that he came on like a 
captain, but went off like a prieft. 
La Curée very earnefily defired of 
the king, that he would be pleafed 
to let him go and difcover the pof- 
ture of the enemy's army, pu'ting 
his majefty in mind, that the Spa- 
Miards had entered France four 
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times, and that he had every time © 
attacked them, and was the firft 
who had beaten them. Henry 
made anfwer, M. La Curée, don’t © 
be in a hurry; and at the fame 
time he gave him leave. LaCurée . 
was much fpoke of upon this oc- 
cafion for his valour, and the noble 
retreat he made before this army 
encamped at Betancourt, four 
leagues from Amiens, However, 
he afterwards faid, upon this oc- 
cafion, that when three or four 
hundred men retreat in this manner 
before a whole army, it is only the 
fault of that army, if they are not 
cut off. He was an undaunted 
man: for one day he flung himfelf 
into the midft of the enemy, when 
by his hand being numbed with 
holding his piftol, he could not ufe- 
his fword. There were even wo-… 
men dreffed like men, who fought 
in the French army: four among 
them were very remarkable; who 
diftinguifhed themfelves in taking. 
prifoners with their own hands, 
and one efpeciaily, who went un- 
der the name of captain Gafcon. 
Thefe particulars are taken fromwol. 
8929 of the King’s MSS. See allo 
on this head, tom. vi. des Memoires 
de la Ligue, in which are given very 
high commendations of the fpirit, 
alertnefs, and valour of Henry 1V. 
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to the fiege. The ravelin having been carried away, 
and the body of the place beginning to be fapped, 
Amiens furrendered the latter end of September this 
year, which had been almoft wholly employed in 
this fiege. . 


When I look upon the great number of letters. 


which I received from the king during the expedi- 
tion of Amiens, I cannot help being furprifed chat 
a prince, who had the operations of a great fiege 
upon his hands, and the care of a whole camp, 
fhould yet be fo attentive to all affairs within his 
kingdom, and with equal facility and equal dili- 
gence acquit himfelf of fuch oppofite employments. 
I fhall fpare the reader the trouble of perufing all 
thefe letters, as likewife thofe which his majefty did 
me the honour to write to me afterwards. I rec- 
koned above three thoufand, without taking in thofe 
that I have neglected to preferve, or have been loft 
through the careleffnefs of my fecretaries. It would 
be too tedious to give a particular account of each: 
fome of them I fupprefs in obedience to his maje- 
fty’s orders, as they regarded perfons whofe repu- 
tation he had no defire to wound, and whom I have 
doubtlefs more reafon to avoid offending, as I fhould 
do by revealing intrigues of ftate, or merely gal- 
Jantry, which have ftill continued fecret : as for the 
reft, they turned wholly upon accounts, application 
of particular fums, payments, penfions, and other 
things of the fame nature, all of which were fo dry 
and unentertaining, that they afford new matter for 
praifes of this prince. 

With regard to his finances, for example, he 
was fo extremely exact as to make me give him an 
account once a week, of the money received, and 
the ufes it had been put to *. He does not mifs 
to remark that, in cafting fome cannon, they want- 


ed to rob him of a piece. Ina remiffion of fix or 


feven thoufand crowns which he was obliged to 


* A hundred crowns could not knew whether they were well orill 
be expended, fays Perefixe, buthe laid out, 
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grant the people upon the land-taxes, he fettles 
himfelf the gratification that ought to be repaid to 
certain parifhes which had fuffered moft. He cal-. 
culated exactly the number of. the offices that were: 
fold, and the money arifing from thence. He ne- 
ver forgot any perfon to whom the ftate was indebt- 
ed, or who had done it any fervice, either in the’ 
diftant provinces or the neighbouring kingdoms, 
affigning with the utmoft difcernment a particular: 
fund for all. His great care was, that the fund: 
appointed for the fupport of the war fhould not be 
broken in upon by any other payment, as appears 
when he mentions a recompence to be given to the 
fieur de Vienne, who had brought back the city of 
Tour to its obedience, or the repayment of four 
thoufand crowns that he had borrowed of madam 
De Beaufort. 

The number of his letters relating to his military 
affairs are prodigious. He calculated fo juftly the 
fums neceffary for the making of trenches and other 
works, together with the foldiers pay, that there 
was no danger of a miftake in following him. The 
order he obferved in the march of his troops was 
not regulated with lefs prudence, than that of the — 
convoys of money which came to his camp, that — 
the one might not be retarded, nor the other inter- 
cepted. 

All this made up but one part of his cares, The 
letter wherein he fpeaks of the repairs of Montreuil, 
Boulogne, and Abbeville; thofe in which he ex- — 
patiates upon the method of maintaining regularity _ 
in the provinces, obedience in the cities, fubordi- 
nation in the different bodies, on occafion of the 
chamber of accounts which had failed in the refpect 
they owed him; that in which he fays, ‘* I would 
‘ not mix the expences of mafquerades with thefe 
°° deftined for the ufe of my army,” for Mortier, 
who had provided dreffes for a malque, had'caufed 
the money laid out on that occafion to be inferted 
in a memorial of military expences; that alfo which 

| contained 


Book 1X. bee si te i pt ye 


16: 


contained his reply to the offer which the city of 1 697. 
Paris made him by her mayor and aldermen, to —y~w 


fupport, at their own expence, twelve hundred men, 


in confideration of which fervice, he difcharged this’ 


city from paying the aids a fecond time, and many 
other of this kind; all thefe fhew, that the fame 
hand that was able to draw up a plan of attack, was 
equally capable of conducting the affairs of the ca- 
binet. | | | 
~The only thing he neglected was his perfonal 
maintenance ; to make him think of it, Montglat, 
the firft fteward of his houfhold, was forced to in- 


form him, as he tells us in fome of his letters, that’ 


he could fcarce make the pot boil any longer. He 
was not afhamed to confefs a thing which affected. 
his domeftic enemies only; it was their part to blufh 
that he was deftitute of apparel, arms, and horfes : 


however, he afterwards found means to fettle a fund. 
for his own fubfiftence, which could not be con-' 


founded with any other ; it was the mark of gold 
arifine from the offices which were fold, thar he 
deftined for this ufe. 
many of the letters he wrote me this year, from 
which the reader may judge of thofe of the follow- 
ing years, the originals of which I keep with the 
utmoft care, but fhall only tranfcribe the moft im- 
portant amongit them. It is remarkable, that 
although there are à great number of them, and 
almoft all very long, there are few, however, that 
are not written with his own hand, particularly 
thofe which are directly addreffed either to the coun- 
cil or to me *. 


Such were the fubjects of, 


* I obferved in the preface the 
reafons that induced me not to 
tranfcribe here fo many: letters, 
They may be feen at the head of the 
new colleétion of Henry le Grand’s: 
the originals of fome of them are at 
this day to be feen in the fine mufe- 
um of the duke de Sully, with mar- 


ginal notes written by Maximilian | 


de Bethune’s own hand, But the 


meen, IE. 


moft valuable pieces in this cabinet,. 
befide a confiderable number of ori- 
ginal letters of Henry IIL: and other 


cotemporary princes, are papers of) 


ftate, letters, ferious or gay pieces, 
and other fragments, writ by Hen- 
ry le Grand’s own hand, and by 
his chief minifter, or only figned 
or marked in the margin by them. 
We have already fpoken of thofe 
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I was prefent at the council which was held after . 


y the furrender. of Amiens, upon the operations of the 


reft of the campaign. Thefe propofitions were 
made: to follow the enemy’s army, feize fome ci- 
ties of Artois by furprife, and befiege Dourlens * in 
form:: upon which each ane that was prefent gave 
his opinion; mine was, that it could not be expec- 
ted. the cardinal infant, who had fo obftinately 
retufed to fight, when he had no other way of fuc- 
couring Amiens, fhould fuffer himfelf to be obliged 
to come to an engagement now, When he was fen- 
fible he fhould have all the king’s forces to encoun- 
ter, and had had fufficient time to take meafures to. | 
avoid it; nor was-it more probable, that the eue 

prifes upon the cities of Artois fhould fucceed, 

the neighbourhood of fo numerous an army: fo 
that either of thefe defigns appeared to me more 
judicious than the project of laying fiege to Dour- 

lens, fince that in fifteen days we might know what 
was to be expected. from the former, and incur no. 
fhame by failing in them: whereas, by following 
the latter, we fhould infall ibly have the regret to. 
find that we had confumed a great deal of time, 
money, and troops, to no purpofe. It was refolv- 

ed, that the two firft meafures fhould be fuddenly 
attempted, without renouncing the fiege of Dour- 
lens. The Spaniards kept upon their guard, and 
the French gained no other advantage by this at- 
tempt, than the honour of having endeavoured to 

finifh the war by a fingle action, which contributed 
as much as all the reft, to. make the king of Spain, 

defirous of peace. 


Tt was quite the reverfe with the enterprife of 


_ Dourlens, upon which they were obftinately bent. 


The king fent me at Paris, whither I had now re- 
turned, his laft refolutions on that head. I didnot 


that concern the accommodation of in the fequel to mention particu 
the admiral De. Villars, and other larly fome others, 
governors and towns, efpecially in # A city of Picardy.. 


_ Normandy : we fhall have occafion 


feruple 


Hébes « Gy%isi PD LILI 


163 


féruple to reprefent to him, in terms {till flronger, | 1597. 
the reafons that had hindered mé from approving WWM 


that’ propofal ; that his army, having fuffered confi- 
derably at the fiege of Amiens, was not in a con- 
dition to undertake a fecond equally Jaborious, in 
the month of October, a feafon when the ground 
about Dourlens, which is naturally fat and vifcous, 
was made impracticable by the rains, and within 
fight of an army eager to feize an occafion of being 
revenged. The king did not take my freedom a- 
mifs, though he was not convinced by my reafons. 
He wrote to me in anfwer, that the expedition of 
. Dourlens was abfolutely neceflary for the preferva- 
tion of Amiens and Abbeville : that by putting Pi- 
cardyin a ftate of fecurity, he fhould facilitate the 
fale of the new offices; and that hé would take 
fuch meafures, that the fiece fhould not continue 
fo long as I apprehended. 

Accordi ngly Dourlens was invefted the ninth of 
Oétober, and on the thirteenth, the rains had fo 
much fpoiled the ground and the roads, that the 
works could not be ‘brought forward. Villeroi in- 
formed me in a letter, that they already repented of 
their attempt: in effect, the king fet out almott im- 
mediately after, from his quarters at Beauval, and 
came to Belbar, where he gave orders for raifing 
the fiege, at which the foldiers Had fulrered fo much 
during the fhort time it had lafted, that they were 
upon the point of difbanding. The king caufed 
them all to be paid, placed che in winter. quarters 
upon the frontier, Icft his light horfe there, re- 
trenched’ part of the garrifons ‘which the furprifing 
of Amiens had obliged him to throw into the neigh- 
bouring places, and fet forward for Paris, to fpend 
the winter there, taking his rout through Rouen 
and Monceaux, where he ftaid eight days. 

From.tuis place he fent: me orders .to over-rule 
the#difficulties which the chancellor de Chiverny 
raifed in parliament, to erect his country of Ar- 
magaac and Lectoure into a prefidial; and to affign 
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the money arifing from it to the payment of cofts 
granted in parliament to the fieur De Fontrailles, 
count of Armagnac, in a fuit which he had carried 
in that court againtt his majefty. As the princefs 


might have fome claims upon this money, by vir-. 


tue > of the ceffion her brother défigned to make her. 
of all his eftates in this province, the king defired 
me to keep the matter fecret, and ufed the fame pre- 
cautions with Fontrailles and the. chancellor, . the 


Jaft of whom obferved this command very ill; but 


his indifcretion had no bad consequence, the princefs 
leaving the court of France a fhort time after. An 
the rae letter, the king ordered me to pay Demeu- 
rat his folicitor at Riom, as likewife La-Corbiniere, 
who was employed to furnifh provifions for the 
troops that were left in Picardy. It was in thefe 
intervals from bufinefs, that he extended his atten-, 


tion to the moft inconfiderable objets. He made. 


me give the fieur De Piles, an old faithful fervant, 


a reward of three thoufand crowns, and another: 


of eight thoufand livres to Gobelin, to whom, at 
the fame time, he repaid fixteen thoufand livres, 
advanced by him for the fupport of his houfhoid: 
There was no name, even to that of the poor wo- 
man who gathered the taxes at Gifors, which was 
not mentioned fomewhere in his letters. 

The poverty of the peopie*, which was indeed 
exceffive, having produced many blanks in the re- 
ceipts for the taxes, the king fufpeéted that the 
gentlemen of the council, who were very zealous in 
reprefenting and exaggerating thefe_ deficiencies, 
would find means, when they had, obtained a dif. 
charge for the people, to put large fums in their 
own pockets, by concealing the difcharge that had 
been granted; he ordered me firft to get informa- 


Br! 
* Bougars, deferibing in his fet run with briars and thorns, that 
ters the defolation which the civil their track could not but with 


wars. had caufed in the kinggom, much ado be difcovered. ie oe in. 


affures us, amongit other things, ad Camerar, 
that ‘the highways were fo over- 
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tion, whether the people were as much behind hand 1. 397. 
in the Years 1594 and 1505, as thofe gentlemen vu 


had made him believe; which would eafily be done, : 


by éxaimining the accounts of receipts and expences 
ivenin by the general and particular receivers, and 
By vite the courts of the fame provinces, whi- 
ther T'was already ‘gone; ‘and fecondly, to examine 
whether this deficiency of the taxes did not proceed 
frdin’ idlenefs in the collectors, and difobedience i in 
hel anal 
‘ü conclude; his ajait began to bufy himfel f 
3e Ménceaux with another matter of importance, 
that of drawing op articles, on which he defired to 
come to an agreement with the proteftants. This 
work he prefied for fome time upon the chancellor 
and Villeroi: I was likewife ordered to engage in 
it? but he would have had reafon to complain a 
long time of che little attention which thoie men 
aid to his. defign, if he had not come himfelf to 
Paris to put it ip execution *. 

2 For thefe two lait afFairs concerning the finan- 
ciers and the proteftants more leifure was neceflary 
than the king, upon his arrival at Paris, was able 
to ‘afford them. He was obliged to turn his 
thot¢hts upon making new preparations for pafing 
the following fpring into Brittany, w where the rebels, 
finding’ themfelves out of the view of their fove, 
fei@n, continued, with inspunity, in diforder and 
difobedience. The duke of Mercœur, who was at 
their head, durft not openly, however, favour their 
revolt; on the Contrary, the letters he wrote to the 
king were filled with feeming tokens of fubmifion ; 
and during the {pace of two years, it had been his 
whole ftady to amufe him with feigned propofals 
which he knew. how to evade fulfilling. The king, 


on his fi de, had conftantly diflembl:d rite the duke, 


\ “+ ‘ cn faid to a, depntatien of <«€ tlemen, is the marechal de Biron, 

f the town{men, whocametocom- ‘ whom I freely prefent both to 
‘ pliment him afterjthe expedition ‘‘ my friends and engmies.”” Peref, 

* to Amiens, fhewing them the part2. 

£ marechal de Biron, ‘ Here, gen- 
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1597. and hitherto contented himfelf with favourably re 
“VN ceiving the officers of this province, who, weary of 


Mercoeur’s delays, addrefled themfelves. directly to 
his majefty : but at length, the king thinking it 
time to go and attack this rebellious fubje&, RCE 
at his own doors *, this defign, which was carried 
on with che utmott fecrefy, employed us during i 
whole winter. 

It would have tree no purpofe to have. un: 
dertaken it wichout a body of twelve hundred foot, 
and two thoufand cavalry, and-a train of artillery, 
confifting of twelve cannons at leaft; and it was not 
poffible to draw out thefe troops from the fix thou- 
fand foot, and twelve hundred horfe, which his 

majefty thought neceffary for the defence of the 
tee of Picardy, and which he:had committed 
to the care of the conftable, affifted by the counfels 
of meffieurs Bellievre, Villeroi, and Sillery... New 
funds were to be found for the fupport of all thefe 
troops; the taxes could not poffibly be increafed 
otherwife than by leffening the cofts of the colleéti- 
on, which is with refpect to the king a real increafe, 
I likewife applied myfelf to colleét the debts that 
were in arrear, and to recover fuch as were neglect- 
ed; to which I joined fome new. impotts, . an in 
number, and not oppreffive. 

The. king, without thefe fupplies, would have 
been obliged to have liftened to propofals for a 
peace, and could not then have concluded one, but 
upon terms very advantageous to Spain, . Pope 
Clement the eighth defired it with great ardour ; 
and, long before the campaign of Picardy, had fent 
the cardinal of Florence +, in quality of legate, to 
propose it to the king; at the fame time Calatagh 


* One of the duke de Mercoeur’s 
friends, having afked him one day, 
if ever he dreamed of being duke of 
Brittany, he made anfwer, “ I 
fé know not whether it be a dream, 
$* but it has lafted thefe ten years 
ff and ppwards.” The duchefs 


de Mercceur” s es ES was 

Charlotte, heirefs of the houfe: 

Penthievre, whofe pretended rights _ 

to the duchy of Brittany were ap- 

parently the foundation of thofe eof 

oe duke de‘Mercceur,)) : 74 
7 Alexander de Medicis. ° 
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ronne *, patriarch of Conftantinople, went by his 1507. 
holinefs’s orders to Spain for the fame purpote. UnAAY 


The negotiation had been unfortunate in the begin- 
ning. The king, more irritated than difcouraged 
by the invafion of Amiens, only anfwered the car- 
dinal haughtily, that he would defer hearing what 
he had to propofe, till after he had regained this 
place. The king of Spain on the other hand, al- 
though it was with regret that he beheld the war 
renewed, yet founded great hopes upon his fuccefs 
in Flanders, and particularly upon having furprifed 
the city of Amiens, the pofleffion of which might 
draw along with it that of all the neighbouring 
country from the Oife to the Seine. 

The expeditions of the campaign being more fa- 
vourable to the French, drew both fides nearer an 
accommodation. Philip knew Henry to be a prince 
with whom it was as difficult to keep as to gain ad- 
vantages, and having befides a foreboding im his 
own mind, that the illnefs he was feized with would 
be mortal, the fear of leaving at his death the prince 
his fon expofed to fuch an enemy as the king of 
France, induced him to liften to the advice of Ca- 
latagironne, who when he was affured of the king’s 
inclinations, returned to Rome to acquaint the pope 
with them, and was by his holinefs again deputed 
to France, to give the cardinal of Florence an ac- 
count of his fuccefs, and aét in concert with him. 

Accordingly their eminences renewed their for- 
mer folicitations with Henry, and often reprefented 
to him, that the peace, in fome meafure, depended 
wholly upon him. The king, who was undeceived 
in his turn, and no fonger influenced by thofe great 
and flattering hopes, which, through a reliance 
upon the promifes of his courtiers, . he had enter- 
tained, faw the return of the two negotiators with 
pleafure, tho’ he appeared indifferent to their propo- 
faks: at length he told them, that he would not be 


* Father Bonaventure de Calatagironne, general of the order of Saint 
Francis, 
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againft a peacé, provided Spain would give up all 
e poffefitd in his dominions. The legates hinted, 
that this might poffibly be obtained. Andthe king 
replied, that upon this plan he permitted them. to 
treat and conclude a peace with the three minifters 
he had left in Picardy, to whom he referred them; 
in the mean while, that he might not lofe the ad- 
vantage of thofe preparations he had made for war, 
nor waite time fo precious in mere negotiations, he 
fet out for Brittany. | 
The king took his rout through Angers, in the 
beginning of March, ordering his army to. follow 
him by fhort j journies: he permitted his council 
likewife to attend him, but noc till it had-made the 
neceflary difpofitions for fupplying his army in 
Brittany, and, the troops and commifioners for the 
peace in Picardy, with all things that were needful. 
As I now had the abfolute.direétion of the council, 
and met with no oppofition whatever, I quickly 


put matters in fuch a ftateas I thought I might join 


the king without any bad confequence. I expected 
to have found him already far advanced in Brittany, 
and was greatl y furprifed to hear, as I drew near 
Angers,, ‘that the king had not left that city. : The 
duke of Mercœur muft have been infailibly ruined, 

but for the fervice he received from mefdames De 
Mercœur * and De Martigues + upon this occafion : 
they began with obtaining, by the intereit of the 
marchionefs De Monceaux, a paffport to meet the 
king-at Angers f; where, as foon as they arrived, 

they intirely gained over the king’s miftrefs to. their 
party. The duchefs de Mercœur offered her 
only Gahep ters, to be difpofed of in marriage to 


« Mary Def uxembourg, daugh- 
ter to Sebaflian De Luxembourg, 
duke of Penthievre and vifcount de 
Martigues, was wife to Philip E- 
manuel De Lorrain, que de ters 
cœur: 

- > Mary De Beaucaire, daughter 
to John, :feigneur De Peguillon, 


widow of Sebaftian De Luxem- 
bourg, and motner to ‘the duchefs 
He Mercœur. WE 

f° They had come cttifes before 
tite king,’ but were refufed en- 
trance; upon which they withdrew 
to Pont de Cé, tit ed ar: PES 
ai MAP ESB QE ae 


whom- 
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whomfoever the king thought proper, hinting, RG Joo 
the marchionefs, that fhe wouldnotibe againft mars es 


rying this opulent heirefs to her fon Cæfar *. The 
marchionels of Monceaux was fo agreeably flattered 
by this alliance, chat from that moment, confider- 
ing the duke of, Mercceur’s interefts as her own, the 
folicited for him with the: utmoft-ardour and afii- 
duity :- the two: ladies likewife employed every art 
to foften a prince remarkable for ‘his complacency 
to the fex. He fuffered himfelf tobe difarmed by 
their fubmiffions, promifes, and tears; and no longer 
thought of chaftifing the duke of: Mercceur. 

The moment I alighted:at Angers I went to pay 
my refpects to the king. This prince, who by the 
firft word Luttered, andthe turn only of my coun- 
tenance, comprehended all I had in my mind, em- 
braced me clofely in his arms, and«preffing me to 
his bofom, ‘ My. friend,” faid he to me, “:you 
‘ are welcome; Iam truly glad to fee you here, 
“ for | have had- great need of you.” * And J, 
‘* fire,” I replied (incapable of thofe mean com- 
pliances that are dictated by flattery) ** [ am greatly 
‘* orieved to find you ftill here.”: “ It is long,” 
faid the king, interrupting me, ‘‘ that we have 
‘ Jearned to underftand each other by half a word ; 
«I guefs already what you would fay tome; but 
*« if you knew what has pafled, and to what a for- 
«© wardnefs I have already brought affairs, you 
‘¢ would alter your opinion.” Ireplied, that thofe 
advantages, whatever they were, which he meant, 
he might have obtained, and many far more con- 
fiderable, if, inftéad of ftopping at Angers, he had 
prefented himielf before Nantes, at the head of his 
army. The king endeavoured to excufe himfelf 
upon the want of inftruments properefor the fiege 
of the city. I anfwered, that he would have had 
no occafion for them, becaufe Nantes would have 


®t #<The efpoutals were ¢elebrat- “ fully-begotten fon of France: he 
“ edat Angers withthe famemag- “was but four years Of age, and 
‘* nificence as if he had beenalaw- ‘ fhebut x”? Peref. 2d part. © 

Wi Sit Sessa rendered 
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1597. rendered them unneceffary by a furrender, and per- 
CVS haps have celivered * the duke of Mercceur into 
his hands. The firft of thefe things it was highly 
probable would have happened, and the king ac- 
knowledged he believed fo. After this confeffion 
T added, ‘ It is true, I do not find the bravery 
‘ of my prince in this inftance, but I fhall fay 
‘ nothing, becaufe [ know what it was that with- 
‘held you.” With this prince, I was not appre- 
henfive my fincerity would have any bad confe- 
quences. He conteffed all to me, though with 
fome little. confufion, alledging as an excufe his 
compaffion for thofe who were in a ftate of humi- 
liation, and the fear of difobliging his miftrefs. | 
Aiter this, the converfation turned wholly upon 
news: his majefty had juft received letters from the 
queen of England, expreffing her defire of fending 
an ambaffador to him, to induce him, as we ima- 
gined with great probability, to continue the war. 
By other letters, from Bellievre and Sillery, he was 
informed, that the legates had offered, in the name 
of Spain, to reftore all the cities, except Cambray, 
that had been taken during the war. The king’s 
carrying troops into Brittany, without being under 
a neceflity of leaving Picardy defencelefs, had given | 
ereat furprife to Spain, and fatisfaction to the court 
of London, ever {olicitous to humble the pride of 
that crown. I advifed Henry not to refufe a peace 
for the fake of a fing'e city, and to be fatisfied with 
having driven the enémy out of Picardy and Brit- 
tany. | | | 
This latter province, which had panted for tran- 
quillity a long time, was fenfible how much it owed 
to his majelty, whofe prefence at the head of an 
army was the only thing which could procure it 


_ * All the hiftorians agree, that mame to Vervins; and protefted; | 
Henry 1V. was ina condition to that he would rather endurea con- 
have made the duke de Mercœur tinual war, than confent that one 
fimart. for his. difobedience: he of his fubjeéts fhould feem to treat 
would. never fuffer that this duke with him thus like a foreign prince, — 
fhould fend him any perfon in:his it 


that 
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that happinefs..’ The party of Mercœur became 1507. 
the:king’s. partys, he Spaniards. were not ina Le 


condition to hold.out long againft their united for- 
GES te Blavet * * and. sPeuenachess where they were 
cantoned i in the greateft numbers,could not fail of 
yielding, foon..to. the, common lots and a few days 
were, {uficient, to. clear the province entirely of its 
foreign enemies, nm ho aftecwards allembled her {tates, 


D me :toéontinue: ondes to eri Aa 
and while I waited;there for his-arrival, to pay the 
froops,, and quatter, thém :in caferns in the neigh- 
bourhood..of Rennes: and Vitré, with ftrict es 
to Keep up an exact. difcipline chere:-after which I 
was to.go to Rennes,:to reprefent his majefty’s per- 


foni in-the. ftates,, ta ;haften | their refolutions con- 


cerning the fums that were promifed, and ufe alf 
any authority ta facilitatethe levyingit. The king 


havingian. inclination tosftay. fomé: days longer at 


Angers, laid hold, of;the pretence, :that fomething 


was ftill wanting) to the treaty with the duke of 
Mercœur. | 


I.had no =, to Le AE with the duchefs 
of Mercœur for. having endeavoured:to procure the 


smott favourable conditions fhe could; yet I fo far 


efented her making, the king the dupe of her arts, 
that if his majefty, had, not obliged me to:makecher 
a vific, Lwould have left: Angers without feeing 
her ;,.although.I was related to this lady by the fame 
fide by. which I had the honour: to be allied to the 
royal. family, that.is,- bp the haufe of Luxem- 
boura ic 

ie king remonttrated to) me, fe if the confi- 
deration, of | being related to her, together with the 
Jaws of politenefs, were not fufficient to induce me 

-* Blavet is now called Port Lou- + Jane De Bethune, daughter to 
is, and lies in the bifhepric of Van Robert, the fixth’ anceftor to M. 
nes : Douarnenes is another port, De Sully, was married to John De 


and road, in ‘the bifhopric of or Luxembourg, 
pers 
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15974 to pay her this refpé@, yet the duchefs of Mércœur 
vs deferved it on account of that regard fhe had for 


me, which the knowledge of “my intentions’ could 
not alter. AIniéffeét, Twas received by her and a 
dam: De Martigues with'the higheft diftinétion and 
refpeét. : Madam-de: Mercceur, ‘after fome gentle 
reproaches for havino: endeavoured: to hurt her in- 
tereft, and that of her daughter; ‘my little kinfwo- 
man told mé; that ‘there was nothing fhe‘fo ardently 
defired, as to be able to purthelaffairs of the duke 
her hufband into: my hands, that I might conclude 
this treaty with the king inowhatfoever manner I 
thought fit! Ianfwered the’ duchefs, that while 
my refpect and adherence-to' her were not inconfift- 
ént with the:ervice of the king, which always cart 
ried me againft any-other confideration, fhe fhould 
find noxbody more difpofed*torferve her than’ my- 
felfste | balcon We Fails 2 AT na 
cab went toi Château-Gonthiér that evening, aad 
reached Vitré the next day} where'l faw but ‘too 
plainly of what importance it was ‘to be extremely 
cautious and circumfpeét in-quartering troops, that 
nothing might be neglected. Meffieurs De’Salig- 
nac and De Mouy, marechals’ de camp, were of 
gteat ufe itoome upon this occafion, “Tranquillity 
was {0 perfectly eftablifhed in all this part of the 
country, that/the countrymen who at firft- had re- 
treated to the woods, and fortified themfelves there, 
where every: moment they were reddy'té comé to 
blows; now returned to their houfes ; and the city 
of Rennes thought that fome acknowledgmént was 
due to mez for this reafon,*‘when the ftates were 
afiembled, a fine apartment was prepared for me 
during my abode.in'that city) at the‘houfe of ma- 
demoifelle dela Riviere: {hé was a woman of wit 
and gallantry, who being “always looking out for 
pleafures for herfelf, was the:fitter for.the commif- 
fion with which'fhe was charged, of engagins"me 
in all the entertainments that-are commonly:found 
in cities like Rennes, opulent and polite. If the 
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life of a, minifter, was to be at all times liké-that, 1597. 
which I led in, this city, and which lafted almoft fix: «3 


weeks, it would have in reality all thofe charms 
which. are fo falfly attributed to it, : I had:no. other 
employment than being prefent at, the aflembly of 


the ftates, who, with all poffible gratitude, agreed. 


to the fervice the king required of them, and grant- 


ed him, without any oppofition,. eight hundred: 
thoufand crowns; of which one-hundred was to be. 


paid the firft month, as much the fecond, and after- 


wards two hundred each month, till.the whole was: 


paid. To furnifh this fum, a tax was created of 


four crowns upon a pipe of wine. . The affembly. 


were defirous of,.adding, a prefent of fix thoufand 
crowns to me, which I refufed, without examining 
whether this was among the number of thofe occa- 
fions when I might have been permitted to have 
accepted a prefent,,. The king, to whom the merit 
of.my difintereftednefs had been highly exaggerat- 
ed, and who had himfelf beftowed more praifes on 
my conduct in the affembly, than it deferved, was 
refolved, that the expence of a prefent to me fhould 
be his, and inftead of fix, gave me ten thoufand 
crowns. During fix and twenty years, which I had 


{pent in his majefty’s fervice, L had never received — 


fo confiderable a gift. On this occafion there was a 
kind of generous conteft betwixt the king and the 
province of Brittany; which at laft obtained, that 
thefe ten thoufand crowns fhould be added to the 
eight hundred thoufand the affembly had offered his 
majefty. 

Lhe treaty with the duke of Mercœur being 
completed, the king fent it to the chamber of ac- 
counts at Rennes to be regiftered.. As fome private 
articles in this treaty were not exprefied, the court 
thought it hada right to refufe regiftring it, without 
certain reftrictions with refpeét to thefe articles. 
Henry, who knew better. than any other prince in 
the world, how far the power of thefe fovereign 
courts extended, and always appeared careful noc 

to 
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to make the leaft encroachment’upon it, refented'! 


this refufal with becoming fpirit; and, togéther 


with the difpatches which 4 received from bith re” 


gularly every day, he fent mean order in writi ing’ 
for the chamber of accounts, in which he obferved,* 


that this court could not’ be ignorant, chat'in: ai 


treaties or acts relating merely to war or the king’s? 
perfon, the fovereign of France took’ counfel with” 
no perfon, nor demanded his’letters to be regiftréd 


but as a formality, which otherwife'was little SHOES | 


tial; he reproved them for their rath condu&, “and” 


ordered them to repair op difobedience by an. abe" 


folute fubmiffion to‘his will 
The king did not fhew lefs firmnefs on Dabisfiés 


occafion which likewife regarded” the fovereign® 
courts. ‘Thefe bodies affumed the privilege of fur 


nifhing immediately but half of the fum which the 


affembly had taxed them for their contingent, and” 


endeavoured to take a more convenient and more 


diftant time for the payment of the reft: they made 
the fame difficulties about their fhare of the necef=: 


fary contributions for the maintenance of thofe 


troops which they had demanded themfelves. Hen= 


ry eafily comprehended, that they would not have 
had recourfe to this artifice, but to avoid contri- 
buting any thing, as foon as he had quitted the 
province: therefore he fent me word, that it was 
his will they fhould furnifh the whole tax ; which 


was done accordingly. Their murmurs on account: 
of paying the troops ceafed, as foon as they were: 


convinced that the tranquillity of their province de- 
pended upon this regulation, and they were'the fir 
after that to approve of my conduét. 

Thefe feveral orders were fent to me from Nantes, 
to which place the king had advanced, after the 


treaty with the duke of Mercœur had been agreed! 


upon, to attend to two affairs of importance, name- 
ly, the edict for the proteftants, and the reception: 


ofthe two ambaffadors from England and Holland. 


His majefty believing his prefence in Picardy was 
neceflary 
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neceffarv to forward the peace, intended to have left 1597. 
Nantes in a month’s time, without taking a jour- www 


ney to Rennes, which he had looked upon as ufe- 
lefs; and had already given orders for the march 
of the five regiments of Navarre, Piedmont, the 
Ile of France, Boniface, and Bréauté, which he 
drew out of Brittany, to fortify the frontier of Flan- 
ders. The king having informed me of his defign 
with refpect to thefe regiments, I reprefented to 
him, that the probability of a peace being now 
changed to an abfolute certainty, it was neceflary 
to difband part of his troops, and leffen the num- 
ber of his garrifons, as being a burden too heavy 


for the kingdom to fupport, and that two of thofe. 


regiments were now fufficient for Picardy; accord- 
ingly, only the two firft were fent thither, under 
the conduct of the marechal De Briffac.. I even in- 
fifted fo much upon the neceffity there was for his 
majefty to fhew himfelf at leaft in the capital of 
Brittany, that the king, altering his fcheme, re- 
folved to come and. fpend fome days there before 
his return to Paris; and for that purpofe, to dif- 
patch, as foon. as poffible, thofe two affairs which 
detained him at Nantes. 

It was now become more neceffary than ever, to 
regulate that concerning the proteftants: thefe 
people affumed fuch a licentioufnefs of tongue in 
France, that the king himfelf did not efcape the 
rage and malignity of their invectives. The re- 
monftrances his majefty had made to the authors of 
the plot before mentioned, were fo far from bring- 
ing them back to their duty, that, in appearance, 
it ferved only to make them ufe their utmoft efforts 
to bring the whole proteftant party in their feveral 
fynods *, to the moft violent refolutions: madam 


De Rohan did not fcruple to cabal with many of, 


them, in order to carry, by a plurality of voices, 


* At Saumur, Loudun, Ven- of the cabals of the proteftant par- 
dôme, and Chatelleraut: of thefe : ty: during the fiege of Amiens, 
we have fpoke before, on occafion 
the 
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1597. : the propofal of taking up arms, and forcing the 
UV king to receive fuch conditions as they fhould pre- 


fcribe to him ; in which attempt fhe was feconded; 
with furprifing affiduity, by D’Aubigné, remark- 
able for his fatirical turn, and propenfity to flan: 
der *, It was he who in thofe affemblies had the’ 
aflurnice to mention, that they: ought no longer to 
place any confidence in a prince who, together. with 
his religion, had abjured every fentiment of his af- 
fection, good-will, and gratitude, for the: prote- 
ftants; that nothing but neceffity forced him to 
apply to them and treat them with regard that 
when this was over, he would have no longer” any 
care about their edhloignces liberties, or hives : ; that 
the peace with Spain, which was upon the point of 
being concluded, would plunge the party into the 
utmoft diftrefs, Mite the fole motive that induced 
Henry to confent to it, was to unite himfelf with 
that crown and the pope, to facrifice them to their 
common hatred; and therefore, that nothing re- 
mained to be done, but to take advantage of the 
king’s perplexity during fo toilfume a fiege +, the 
dittrefs he was in for money, the need he had of 
their affiftance, and the power which the duke of 
Mercceur ftill poffeffed in Brittany, to obtain by 
force what Henry would afterwards refufe to grant 
them 
To incite the members of thefe affemblies'to a 
revolt, the proteftants thought the blackeft calum- 
nies were lawful. D’Aubigné was not afhamed to 
reprefent Henry there, as à prince to whom all re- 
ligions were indifferent, and who was only zealous 
for that which would fecure him a throne ¢. This 
was the notion he wanted to give of his converfion. 
* He is fuppofed to be the au- yet, for all that, they are. ftill 
thor of the Confeffion of Sancy,the true and moft certain ; namely, 
Adventures of the baron de Foene- ‘* that the queen of England died ! 
fie, and other lampoons. “a maid; that the archduke is a 
+ The fiege of Amiens, ‘< great general; and that the king 
f ‘There are three things,” ‘ of France Is a very good catho- 
faid Henry IV. “ which the world. ‘ lic.” Journal de L'Etoile, p." 


** isvery unwilling to believe ; and 233. 
According 
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According to him, the fuppofed injuries offered to 1598. 
the proteftants left no room to doubt of the new es 


fyftem of politics that Henry had formed for him- 
felf. Thofe injuries opened to D’Aubigné a vaft 
field for exclamation ; the leaft of them-were repre- 
fented as outrages of the moft violent nature, and 
inftances of the deepeft treachery ; and thus, with- 
outany regard to the extreme injuftice he was guil- 
ty of, he placed to the king’s account all thofe 
hardfhips which proceeded folely from the catholics 
or the court of Rome. The duke of Bouillon, 
leaving others to declaim, fupported D’ Auoigné, 
by his uncommon dexterity in fowing divifion be- 


tween the king and all that came near him, whe- 


ther catholics or proteftants, and created him fufi- 
cient employment, that he might not for a long 
time be at liberty to turn his arms againft him. 
The taking of Mende by Foffieufe, and the fitting 
out of the count D’ Auvergne, were the confequence 
of thefe counfels. 

None of thefe perfons neglected to make their 
court to the ambaffadors from England and Hol- 
Jand; as foon as they arrived at Nantes; and de- 

ended fo much the more upon drawing them into 
their fchemes, as they were not ignorant, that it 
was particularly recommended to them to prevent 
a peace with Spain. Thefe ambaffadors were, Lord 
Cecil *, fecretary to queen Elizabeth, and Juftin 
de Naffau, admiral of the Republic: they demand- 
eda private audience of the king; or, if that could 


not be obtained, at leaft to have no one prefent but 


Lomenie and me. But I was then employed at 
Rennes. ve 

If the two ambaffadors had given credit to the 
proteftants, all they had to do was to intimidate the 
king, and force him by menaces to come into their 
This was not the fecretary naire for the year 1598, concern« 
himfelf, whofe name was William, ing this interview of Henry IV, 


but his fon Robert. De Thou, liv. with the Englifh and Dutch am- 
cxx. See likewife Chronol, Septen- baffadors, 


Vor. Il. N defigns ; 
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1598. defigns; but either this was not in their power, or 
eV being convinced of the proteftants injuitice, they 


thought it beneath them to be influenced by their 
paflions; and therefore took no notice to the king 
of what they had fuggefted. They had indeed of- 
fers to make which were much more likely to pre- 
vail with a prince whofe inclination for war they 
were not ignorant of: the Englifh ambaffador of- 
fered, in the name of the queen his miftrefs, fix 
thoufand feot and five hundred horfe, to be main- 
tained at her expence; and Naflau four thoufand 
foot, and a large train of artillery completely fur- 
nifhed and fupplied, befides a particular fupply, 
which they hinted would be very confiderable, pro- 
vided Henry would endeavour to retake Calais and 
Ardres. Upon the fuppofition that the king ap- 
peared inclined to accept thefe offers, the two am- 
baffadors. had. orders to conclude a treaty of alliance 
immediately between France, England, and the 
Low-Countries, againft Spain, and to ftipulate that 
neither of thefe three powers fhould liften to any 
propofal, either for a truce or treaty with the com- 
mon enemy, but with the confent of the two others, | 
Happily the king efcaped this dangerous fnare ; 
and the confideration of the prefent ftate of his 
kingdom had more weight with him than all others. 
He thanked the ambaffadors with great politenefs, 
and introduced: his anfwer by affuring them that, 
although he could not accept the offers of their fo- 
vereigns, yet he would:not depart from that friend- 
fhip which had fo long fubfifted between them; 
and that the peace he was going to conclude with 
Spain (for he did not conceal the terms he was up- 
on with Philip) fhould not hinder him from keep- 
ing-up the fame correfpondence with them as before, 
nor from fupplying them with money, when they 
had occafion for it, with this only precaution, that 
thefe loans were taken under the title of acquittan- 
ces of debts, to give no pretence fora quarrel with 
Spain. | | 
He 


Book IX: 219100 LrLs ys. 


179 


He afterwards, with the fame fincerity, expläinèéd 1598. 
to them all his reafons for putting an end to the LAN 


war, His kingdom, he told them, was not like 
England and Holland, fecured bÿ nature from the 
attacks of her enemies, but open on all fides; his 
caftles unfortified, and deftitute of ammunition; 
his marine weak, his provinces laid wafte, and fome 
of them reduced to mere, defarts: He went on to 
give a more particular defcription of the abufes 
which had crept into the government, and intro- 
duced a thoufand diforders; all fubordination being 
deftroyed by the licentioufnefs that had been prac- 
tifed with impunity amidft the confufion of civil 
and foreign wars; his power weak, and unftable, 


and the royal authority, as well as the moft facred . 


laws of the ftate, equally difregarded. Thefe evils 
could only be remedied by a peace ; and if that re- 
medy was ever fo little delayed, France was every 
hour approaching to its ruin; the diftemper would 
foon reach the heart, and no human help would 
then be able to remove it. Henry did-not forget 
to ftrengthen thefe motives, by comparing his pre- 
fent fituation, in all thefe refpeéts, with that of 
England and Holland, who could engage in a war, 
on which their fafety depended, confiftently at the 
fame time with their fafety and their intereft; and 
the king drew this parallel with fo much clearnefs 
and judgment, and fo exact a knowledge of the 
ftate of thofe countries, as to make them feel the 
truth of what he was faying ; fo thatthe two foreign- 
ers, having nothing to oppofe againft fuch convinc- 
ing arguments, looked upon each other in amaze- 
ment. The king gave them to underftand, that, 
when he had fettled the affairs of his kingdom, he 
fhould then, with more affurance of fuccefs, renew 
his former defigns againft the empire, and the houfe 
of Auftria; but that thefe two enterprifes were not 
of a nature to be executed at one and the fame time. 
The ambaffadors, for form’s fake, thought they 
ought to diffuade his majefty from this refolution, 
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1508. but did it fo faintly, being themfelves ftruck with. 
vs the force of his arguments, that, before the confe- 


rence was ended,. the king brought them over in- 
tirely to his opinion, and obliged them to confefs, 
that the peace he was going to. conclude was for the 
advantage of all Europe. They left France foon 
after, and filled their refpeétive countries with the 
opinion they had themielves conceived of the great 
wifdom and. extraordinary abilities of the king of 
France. | 

In effect, what innumerable miferies would this 
prince have drawn upon his kingdom, if following 
the wild emotions of hatred and revenge, rather 
than the calm dictates of wifdom and prudence, he 
had at that inftant engaged in a war, which, though 
in his power to begin, was not toend!' How dread- 
ful the confequence, if chance, which arbitrarily 
difpofes of all the events of war, fhould have fax 
voured the enemies of France! But granting that 
his arms were victoricus, how little preferable to.a 
defeat is that fuccefs, which a prince muft purchafe 
at fo dear a rate, as by the alienation of his do- 
maines, by the anticipating and mortgaging his 
revenues, by the ruin of commerce and agriculture, 
from whence France derives her chief fupport, and 
laftly, by the utter devaftation of his provinces! 
Such evils cannot be balanced by the acquifition of 
new territories, the pofleffion of which keeps the 
conqueror in perpetual alarms, and, remaining as 
fo many hateful monuments to the enemy of the 
ambition and injuftice of him that gained them. 
cherifhes and keeps alive thofe feeds of envy, ha- 
tred, and diftruft, which fooner or later never fail. 


to produce the fame miferies with which the king- 


dom was before overwhelmed : ‘on this account, F 
am not afraid to fay, that, in the prefent ftate of 
Europe; itis almoft equally unhappy for its princes 


to fucceed or mifearry in their enterprifes; and that 


the true way of weakening a powerful neighbour, 
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is” not to carry Of his fpoils, but to leave themto 1 598. : 

be fhared by others. Lys 
The infolence of the proteftant cabal was totally 

deprefied, when they found that the ambaffadors, 

upon whom they had fo greatly relied, were entire- 

ly brought over to the king’s opinion; and, not 

doubting, but that a peace would now be foon con- 

eluded, they thought only of procuring reafonable 

conditions. It was happy for them that, at atime 

when it would have been eafy to punifh them for 

their unjuftifiable proceedings, they had a prince to 

deal with whofe reafon was always ftronger than his 

refentment. Both fides were then very induftrious 

to draw up that famous agreement known by the 

name of the edict of Nantes, by which the rights 

of the two religions were afterwards both clearly 

explained and folidly eftablifhed. Schomberg, the 

prefident De Thou, Jeannin, and Calignon, were 

employed to draw it up, of which all I fhall fay is, 

that, by this edict, it was provided that the French 

by truces refumed and continued, fhould have a 

fixed and durable eftablilhment *. All that now 

remained to be done, was to make this treaty to be 

regiftered and confirmed by the parliaments and fo- 

vereign courts, and to begin with thofe of Paris; 

which was deferred till the king’s return to that 


* The ediét of Nantes was figned 
the 13th of April. De Thou fays, 
that the judicial confirmation of it 
was put off till after the departure 
. of the legate, whom they were loth 
to fend away difcontented. The 
conceffons this ediét contains more 
favourable than thofe that had been 
formerly granted them are, that 
thereby they were admitted to 
places of truft, both in the courts 
of juftice and in the finances: all 
the reft is no ways effentially dif- 
ferent from the ediét of pacification 
ésat pañledin 1577. Bayle afcribes 


\ 


the honour of compofing the edit 
of Nantes to the reformed minifter 
Chamier. See it in Matthieu, tom, 
iI. book ii. and in feveral other 
hiftorians. There were likewife 
fome fecret articles, of which the 
moft difadvantageous for the cal- 
vinifts is that which forbids them 
the exercife of their religion ina 
great many towns and particular 
diftriés, as Rheims, Soiffons, Di- 
jon, Sens, &c. becaufe Henry IV, 
had fo engaged himfelf by particue 
lar treaties before, with the diffe- 
rent lords of the league. 
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Having paid what he owed to the proteftants *, 


UV according to the exacteft juftice, the king thought 


himfelf not obliged to fhew much regard to thofe 
who ftill continued to ftir fedition, fach as the duke 
of Bouillon in particular, who had moft reafon to 
reproach himfelf, and for once, he refolved to fpeak 
to him like a mafter: he had now acquired a right 
to do this, even though we fuppofe him not to have 
had it in the character of king. He propofed as 
foon as he arrived at Rennes, to execute this defign, 
and took his rout thither without delay. The duke 
of Bouillon then lodged at the houfe of l'Alloué, 
where he was confined to his bed by the gout; the 
king went to vifit him, and after the firft compli- 
ments, fignifying that it was his pleafure to be left 
alone with the duke, the reft of the company quitted 
the chamber, and his majefty defired that he would, 
without i fe Be bow hear what he had to fay to him. 
He bezan with a particular detail of all his proceed- 
ings, to fhew that he was not ignorant of any of 
them: he dwelt chiefly upon fome fteps the duke 
had taken fince the edict of Nantes, and were there- 
fore fo much the more criminal, as it ought to have 
prevented him from entertaining -a thought of re- 
volting againft a prince who had fo generoufly ad- 
hered to his intereft. The duke attempted to offer. 
fomething in his excufe, but he was ftopped by the 
king, who told him, that without any juftification, 
he would from that day forget all that was) pafied ; 
and fince he had pardoned whatever the moft invete- 
rate malice had been able to fuggeft to his enemies, 
he had no inclination to exclude from his favour an 
old fervant, with whom he had been pleafed for a 
long time: in conclufion, he advifed the duke, with 
an air of authority, which became him better as he 
ufed it feldom, to make good ufe of the counfel he 


_ * Le Grain mentions a goodfay- ‘€ Apply to my fifter,”* fays he to 
ing of Henry IV. One day as the them, “ for your affairs are now 
proteftants were importunately ‘ fallen into the hands of women 
teafing him with their demands, ‘ to çconduét them,” 
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was now giving him as his friend, to think nombre 1208. 
of his paft behaviour, but for the fake of acting ina eu 


manner quite contrary; for if he fhould again fail 
in his refpect to his king and mater, he was refolved 
to make ufe of that convenience which the peace 
now eftablifhed in the kingdom gave, to bring him 
to punifhment: after which the king, without wait- 
ing for his anfwer, went out and left him to his own 
thoughts. 

The inhabitants of Brittany were charmed with 
the affability of their king, and his complaifance in 
being prefent at all the entertainments with which 
the ladies contended to divert him. Henry divided 
his time between thefe affemblies, the fport of run- 
ning at the ring, balls, and tennis-playing, without 
Jeffening his affiduity about the marchionels of 
Monceaux, who was very far advanced in her preg- 
nancy. 

In the midft of thefe amufements, the king at cer- 
tain intervals appeared fo penfive and referved, that 
it was not difficult to guefs fome fecret uneafinels 
preyed upon his mind; and I was the more convinc- 
ed of it when his majefty, who often diverted him- 
felf with hunting, ordered me twice to follow him 
apart, that he might have an opportunity of convert- 
ing with me alone; yet when I did fo he was filent. 
I.then remembered that the fame thing had happened 
at Saint-Germain, and Angers; and I concluded 
that he had a defign in view, which he had fome 
dificulty to difclofe to me, knowing with what free- 
dom I fometimes oppofed his epiniens; but what 
this defign was 1 could not poffibly guefs. Return- 
ing from the abovementioned vifit to the duke of 
Bouillon, his majefty being at the foot of the ftair- 
cafe, faw me as I entered the court, and calling me, 
made me go with him into the garden, which was 
extremely large and beautiful, holding my hand with 
his finger between mine as ufual, then ordered the 
door to be fhut, and that no perfon fhould be allow- 
ed to enter. | 
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~ This prelude made me expect to hear a fecret: of 


UV great confequence. Henry did not enter upon it 


immediately, but, as if he had not fufficientrefolu= 


tion to explain himfelé began to tell me what had | 


juft pañled between. him and the duke of Bouillon: 
This converfation was followed by news relating ta 
the negotiations of Vervins, and led him infenfibly 
to reflet on the advantages: France would receive 
from a peaceable government, One circumftancéy 
the king faid, gave him great uneafinefs, which was 


that, not having children by the queen his wife, it © 


would anfwer no purpofe to be at fo much trouble 
to procure peace and tranquillity to his kingdom, 
fince, after his death, it muft neceffarily fall into its 
former calamities, by the difputes that would arife 
between the prince of Condé and the other princes 
of the blood, concerning the fucceflion to the crown. 
His majefty confefied to me, that this was his mo- 
tive for defiring, with fuch ardour, to leave fons 
behind him.  Unlef his marriage with the princefg 
Margaret could be diffolved, it was not poffible for 
him to be abfolutély happy; but the informations he 
received from the srchbilhop of Urbin, meffieurs Du 
Perron, ‘D’Offat, and De Marquemont, his deputies 
at Rome, of the pope’s favourable difpofitions in 
réfpect to that affair, gave him:great hopes of its 
fuccefs : in effet, Clement the eighth, who was as 
good a politician as any,prince in Europe, revolving 
in his mind what means were moft likely to hinder 
France, and the other chriftian kingdoms, from fal: 
ing again into a ftate of anarchy and confuficn, could 
find none fo effeétual as to fecure the fucceffion of 
the crown of France, by authorifing Henry to en- 
cage in a fecond matriage, which might produce 
him male children. 

Our converfation being fixed upon this fubject, it 
was éafy for me to perceive that it was from hence 
his majefty’s uneafinefs proceeded; but I could not 
fo foon know what particular circumftance it was 
that difturbed him. The ag brea to confider 
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with me what princefs of Europe he fhould chufe for 3 598. 
his wife, in cafe his mar? iage with Margaret of Va- ww 


lois fhould be diffolved ; bite indeed he fet out with 
a declaration which fred any reflections on that 
head would be fruitlefs) _** ‘That I may not repent, 
ce faid he, of taking fo dangerous a ftep, nor draw 
“ upon myfelf a misfortune which is with juftice 
‘* faid to exceed all others, that of having a wife 
“difagreeable in’ perfon and mind, it is neceflary 
© that in her whom I marry I fhould find thefe feven 
# things, beauty, prudence, foftnefs, wit, fruitful- 
* nefs, riches, anda royal birth,” but there was 
not one in all Europe, with whom he appeared en- 
tirely fatisñed. “ Ifhould have no objection to the 
* infanta of Spain,” purfued Henry, ‘ although 
6 fhe is a little advanced in years, provided that 
“ with her I could marry the Low-Countries, even 
** though I fhould be obliged to reftore to you the 
«+ earldom of Bethune: neither would I refufe the 
*< princefs * Arabella of England, if, as it is pub- 
“ Jicly faid, that crown really belongs to her, fhe 
‘© were only declared prefumptive heirefs of it; but 
f there is no reafon to expect that either of thefe 
© things will happen. I have alfo heard of fome 
<< princefles of Germany, whofe names I have for- 
‘6 got; but the women of that country don’t fuit 
“ me: I fhould always fancy I had a hogthead of 
*¢ winein bed with me; ‘befides, I have ‘beet told 
*< that France had once a queen of that country; 
“who had like to have ruined it: all thefe confide- 
rations have given me a difouft to the German 
** ladies. The fitters of prince Maurice have like- 
Se wife been mentioned to me; but befides that they 
socare! proteftants, which would give umbrage to the 


* The marchionefs Aibelle, ‘or 
Arabella Stuart. She was daughter 
to Charles, earl of Lenox, who was 
grandfon to Margaret queen of 
Scotland, eldeft fifterto Henry VIII, 
Her coufin-german James VI, king 
of Scotland; Re in | 1602 been 


7 


declared lawful heir to queen Eli- 
zabeth, the following year a con- 
fpiracy was formed in her favour 5 
and fhe died in 16:6, a prifoner in 
the Tower of London, See the hi- 
ftorians. 


s* court 


MEM OFT RS Book IX, 
court of Rome and the more zealous catholics, 
they: are daughters of a nun; which, together 
with a certain reafon that I'll inform you of fome 
other time, has prevented my entertaining any 
thoughts of them. The duke of Florence has a 
niece who is faid to be handfome, but fhe is de- 
fcended from one of the moft inconfiderable fa- 
milies in chriftendom that bear the title of prince, 
it not being above threefcore or fourfcore years 
fince her anceftors were only the firft citizens in 
Florence ; fhe is likewife of the fame race with the 
queen-mother Catherine, who did fo much mif- 
chief to France, and to me in particular. 

“ Thefe,” continued the king, obferving that I 


liftened attentively to him, ‘are all the foreign 


cc 
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princefles that I have any knowledge of : »of thofe 
within my own kingdom my niece of Guife would 
pleafe me beft*, notwithftanding the malicious 
reports that have been fpread that fhe loves poulets 
in paper better than in a fricafiée; for my part I 
not only believe thofe reports to be falfe, but. 


* fhould rather chufe a wife who is a little fond of 


gallantry, than one who wanted underftanding ; 


: but | am apprehenfive that the violent affection 


fhe difcovers for her family, particularly for-her 
brothers, would create fome diforders in the king- 
dom.”’ ; ; 


After this the king named all the other princefles 


in France, but to as little purpofe : he acknowledged 
that fome were beautiful, and genteel, fuch as the 
eldeft of the duke of Maienne’s two daughters, al- 
though of a brown complexion, the two daughters 
likewife of the duke of Aumale, and three of the 
duke of Longueville; but all thefe were either too 


* Louifa Margaret of Lorrain: 
fhe was a very beautiful princefs, 
Jt was propofed, at the time of the 
fiege of Paris, for her to marry 
Henry IV. in order to unite the 
two parties. The farcaftic lam- 
poons of that time charge her with 


ee 


carrying on an intrigue with the 
duke de Eellegarde, mafter of the 
horfe: and what Henry fays here 
of poulets, is taken from a fong that 
was made againft mademoifelle de. 
Guife, which may be feen in L’E- 
toile, for the year 1596. 
youns 


BUS . dr AS IUT LL) 


187 


young, or were not in his tafte. He afterwards 1598. 
named mademoifelle Rohan, the princefs of Conti’s Ua 


daughter, of the houfe of Lucé; mademoifelles 
Luxembourg and Guémené; but the firft was a 
proteftant,: and the fecond not old enough, and the 
perfons of the two others did not pleafe him: and 
all for fome reafon or other were excluded. The 
king clofed this enumeration by faying, that although 
thefe ladies might be all agreeable enough to him in 
their perfons, yet he faw no way to be affured that 
they would bring him heirs, or that he could fuit 
himfelf to their tempers, or be convinced of their 
prudence, three of the feven conditions without 
which he had refolved never to marry; fince, if he 
entered into an engagement of that kind, it would 
be with a defign to give his wife a fhare in the ma- 
nagement of all his domeftic affairs; and that, as 
according to the courfe of nature he fhould die be- 
fore her, and leave children very young behind him, 
it would be neceffary that fhe fhould be able to fu- 
perintend their education, and govern the kingdom 
during a minority. 

_ Weary at length of endeavouring to no purpofe to 
find out what the king aimed at by this difcourfe, 
se But what is it you mean, fire, faid I], by fo many 
“* affirmatives and negatives ; and what am I to con- 
*¢ clude by them, but that you are defirous to mar- 
ry, and yet cannot find a woman upon earth 
qualified to be your wife? By the manner in 
fs which you mentioned the Infanta Clara Eugenia, 
it fhould feem that great heirefles are moft to your 
fc tafte; but can you expect that heaven fhould 
# raife a Margaret of Flanders, or a Mary of Bur- 
 gundy, from the dead for you, or at leaft reftore 
‘ the queen of England to her youth?” I added 
fmiling, ‘‘ that for proof of the other qualities which 
‘ he demanded, I faw no better expedient than to 
‘ bring all the beauties of France together, from 
ff the age of {eventeen to that of twenty-five, that 
ff by talking with them in perfon, he might know 
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‘ the turn of their temper and genius ; and that for 
“* the reft he fhould refer himfelf to experienced 
 matrons, to whom recourfe is had on fuch occa- 
“ fions.”” Then beginning to talk more ferioufly, 
I declared that, ‘in my opinion, his majefty might 
<* contract his expectations, by ftriking off a great 
< fortune and royal birth, and content himfelf with 
< a wife who was likely to keep his heart, and bring. 
him fine children; but that here again he muft 
“ content himfelf with mere probability, there: be- 
ing many beautiful women incapable of child- 
‘* bearing, and many illuftrious fathers unhappy in 
<< their offspring ;. but that whatever his children 
<< fhould prove, the blood from which they fprung 
would feeure the refpect and obedience of the 
¢¢ French nation.’ 

‘© Well,” interrupted the king, ‘ fetting afide 
‘ your advice concerning this afiembly of beauties, 
‘with which Iam mightily diverted, and, your 
‘¢ fage reflection that great men have often children 
*¢ who pofiefs none of their qualities, | hope to have 
*¢ fons whofe actions fhall exceed mine. Since you 
‘© confefs that the lady whom I marry ought to be 
s of an agreeable temper, beautiful in her perfon, 
«and of fuch a make as to give hopes of her bring- 
** ing children, reflect a little, whether you do not 
‘f know a perfon in whom all thefe qualities are 
‘6 united.” replied, that I would not take upon 
ame to decide haftily upon a choice wherein fo much 
confideration was requifite, and to which I had not 
yet fufficiently attended. ‘ And what would you 
“* fay,”? returned Henry, ‘if I fhould namesone, | 
«¢ who, I am fully convinced, pofleffes thefe three 
** qualities.” : 1 fhould, fay, fire, replied I, with 
great fimplicity, that you are much better acquaint- 
ed with her than Fam, and that fhe mutt neceffarily 


be a widow, otherwife you can have no pales ced 


with regard to her fruitfulnefs..» ‘* This is all that 
“you evil defire,” faid the king, < but if you 
‘+ cannot guefs who fhe is, I will name her to you.” 


7 Name 


PRE  Brisivo DuLoy: 


16 


Name her then, faid I, for I own I have not wit 1508. 
enough to find out who fhe is. ‘ Ah! how dull ~\— 


« are you,” cried the king, ‘* but 1 am perfuaded, 
« you could guef who I mean if you would, and 
<¢ only affect this ignorance to oblige me to name her 
« myfelf ; confefs then that thefe three qualities meet 
© in my miftrefs: not,” purfued the king (in fome 
confufion at this difcovery of his weaknefs) < that 
«¢ | have any intention to marry her, but I want to 
«© know what you would fay, if, not being able to 
“ meet with any other whom I could approve of, I 
fhould one day take it into my head to make her 
“omy wife.” 

It was not difficult for me to difcover, amidft 
thefe flight artifices, that his majefty had already 
thought of it but too much, and was but too well 
difpofed to this unworthy marriage, which every 
thing he had faid tended to juftify. My aftonifh- 
ment was indeed very great, but I thought it necef- 
fary to conceal my thoughts with the utmoft care: 
I affected to believe that he was jefting, thac I might 
have an opportunity of anfwering in fuch a manner 
as might make the king afhamed of having enter- 
tained fo extravagant a notion. My diffimulation 
did not fucceed; the king had not made fo painful 
‘an effort to ftop there. ‘* I command you,” faid 
he to me, ‘ to fpeak freely; you have acquired the 
‘ right of telling me plain truths; do not appre- 
‘ hend that I fhall be offended with you for doing: 
‘¢ fo, provided that it is in private’; fuch a liberty 
«* indeed in public would greatly offend me.” 

Treplied, that I would never be fo imprudent as. 
to fay any thing in private, any more than in public, 
that might difpleafe him, except on fuch occafions 
when his life, or the good of the ftate was in quef- 
tion. I afterwards reprefented to him the difgrace 
fo {candalous an alliance would draw upon him, in 


[42 


the opinion of the whole world, and the reproaches | 


he would fuffer from his own mind upon that ac- 


count, when. the ardour of his paffion being abated, 
nin : he: 
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he fhould be able to judge impartially of his own 
conduct. I fhewed him that if this was the only 
means to which he could have recourfe to free 
France from the calamities a doubtful fucceffion 
would occafion, that he would expofe himielf to 


_ all the inconveniencies he was arixious to avoid, and 


others ftill greater: that although he fhould legitie 
mate the children he had by madam de Liancourt, 
yet that could not hinder the eldeft, who was born 
in a double adultery, from being, in this refpect, 
inferior to the fecond, whofe birth was attended | 
with but half that difgrace ; and both mutt yield 
to thofe whom he might have by madam de Lian: 
court after fhe was his lawful wife: this bye circum: … 
ftance making it impoffible to fettle their claims, — 


could not fail of becoming an exhauftible fource of 


quarrels and war. ‘‘I leave you, fire,” purfued I, 
‘ to make reflections upon all this, before I fay 
‘ anymore.” ‘That will not be amifs,” returned 
the king, who was ftruck with my arguments ; ‘‘ for 
‘ you have faid enough of this matter for the firft 
‘ time.” But fuch was the tyranny of that blind 
pafiion, to which he was fubjected, that in fpite of 
himfelf he refumed the difcourfe that very moment, 
by afking me if, from the difpofition I knew the 
French to be of, efpecially the nobility, I thought 
he had any reafon to apprehend they would rife in 
rebellion, while he was living, if he fhould marry 
his miftrefs. 

This queftion convinced me, that his heart had 
received an incurable wound: I treated him accor- 
dingly, and entered into arguments and expofiula- 
tions, with which I fhall not trouble the reader, 
fince his own imagination may fuggeft to him all 
that it was necefiary to fay upon this fubject, which 
has been already dwelt upon too long. We conti- 
nued three hours alone in the garden, and I had 
the confolation to leave the king in a full perfuafion 
of the truth and reafonablenefs of ail J had faid to 


him, 
The 
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The difficulty lay in breaking thofe too powerful 1 BEM 
ties; the king had not yet brought himfelf to that 


point : 


he had many dreadful * conhiats of mind to 
fuffer ere that could be effected ; 
do for the prefent, was to defer taking his laft re 


and all he could 


folution till he had obtatned the permiffion he had 
been fo long foliciting from the pope, and till then 


to keep his fentiments fecret. 


He promifed me not 


to acquaint his miftrefs with what I had faid, left it 


fhould draw her refentment upon me. 


‘¢ She loves 


« you,” faid the king to me, ‘and efteems you 
« {till more; but her mind ftill entertains fome re- 
mains of diftruft, that you will not approve of 
my defign in favour of her and her children : 


* In this inward ftruggle, the 
voice of reafon and decorum had 
not the ftrongeft {way with Henry 
IV. and even though M. de Sully 
does here and elfewhere fay it, the 
world has always been perfuaded, 
upon very good grounds, that, if 
the death of his miftrefs, whom he 
fo tenderly loved, had not prevent- 
ed this prince, he would either 
have married her, or he would not 
have married again at all. He was 
not always direéted on this head by 
the fole advice of the duke de Sully, 
at leaft-if we believe a very curi- 
ous anecdote, which may be feen 
- in vol. 9590 des MSS. de la Bibliot, 
du Roi; where it is obferved, that 
Henry IV, being at Saint-Germain- 
en-Laye (this was probably but 
fome months at moft after his re- 
turn from Brittany) fent for his 
three minifters (M. de Rofny, de 
Villeroi, and de Sillery) to confult 
with them about this fo important 
a queftion, relating to his mar- 
riage; and that the firft (who to 
be fure was.M. de Rofny) was of 


the fame opinion as is mentioned 


in this place of his Memoirs: that 
the fecond advifed him on the con- 
trary not to marry, but leave the 
fucceffion to the prince de Condé, 


owbo by birth-right was his true — 


fhe often tells me, that when one hears you per- 


heir; and that at laft the third (this 
was M. de Sillery, the moft artful 
courtier of the three) in oppofition 
to both the former advices, told 
him, that the beft thing he could 
do was to marry his miftrefs, and 
legitimate the eldeft of the chil- 
dren he had by her. Henry IV, 
(continues the auther of this anec- 
dote, who plainly: fhews himfelf to 
be a perfon to whom one of the 
three minifters themfelves had com- 


municated what pañed between * 


the king and them) I fay Henry 
IV. feemed furprized at this, and 
afterwards faid, ‘* I had promifed 
“ myfelf a great deal from your 
abilities and fidelity, by the ad. 
vice I wanted of you with re- 
gard to my marriage; yet ftilk 
I fear, that inftead of havirg 
fatisfied me, you have only in- 
creafed’ my irrefolution by the 


which are backed with. fuch 
ftrong reafons, that T find my- 
felf nota little embarraffed as te 


make as.to the beft of them 3 
as to that therefore I requirea 
little time to confider of it,’’ &c. 


and after he had faid this, he gat 


up and difmiffed them.” 


© petually 


contrariety of your opinions, _ 


the judgment which I fhoult ~ 
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‘ petually talking of my kingdom and my glory; 
‘ one is apt to think that you prefer the one to my 
‘ perfon, and the other to my quiet.” I anfwered, 
that againft this charge I could make no defence; 
that the kingdom and the fovereign were to be l:oked 
upon with the fame.eyes: Remember, fire, add2 
sed J, that your virtue is the foul which ‘ani: 
<< mates this great body, which muft, by its fplen: 
‘ dor and profperity, repay you that glory and hap- 
“* pinefs that it derives from you, and that you are 
‘ not to feek happinefs by any other means.” Af- 
ter this we left the garden, and it being night fepa- 
rated, leaving the courtiers to rack their imagina- 
tions in vain to guefs the fubjeét of fo long a con- 
ference. | 
Neither the king nor I had attended to a cireum- 
ftance abfolutely neceffary on fuch occafions, which 
was Margaret’s confent to the diflolution of her 
marriage: I conceived it to be highly proper to en- 
ter upon this negotiation while we expected the fuc- 
cefs of that which was carrying on at Rome. : I was 
willing firft to found the intentions of this princefs; 
therefore the fubftance of the letter I wrote to her on 
this fubject was, that, moft ardently defiring a re- 
conciliation between her and the king, upon which 
France founded her hopes of having a lawful heir to 
the crown, I thought it my duty to intreat the 
would authorife me to ufe my utmoft endeavours to 
effect this reconciliation ; but that, if the inclina- 
tions of both parties were {uch as to render this at- 
tempt fruitlefs, orthat it fhould not conduce to the 
purpofe I mentioned to her (a point I was fenfible 


the fterility of this princefs would make her fecretly 


agree to) I hoped fhe would not be offended if I 
fhould afterwards take the liberty to perfuade her to 
make a ftill greater facrifice, which the ftate expect- 
ed from her. I. did not explain mylelf any far- 
ther, but after what I had mentioned juit before, 
upon the neceffity of giving legitimate children i 

| | the 
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what I meant by this facrifice. 

The queen took time to deliberate’ upon a matter 
of fuch importance, before fhe {nt me an anfwer, 
which I did not receive till five months after I had 
written to her: it was dated from Uffon*, where 
fhe ufually refided, and was fuch a one as we would 
have wifhed for, prudent, modeft, and fubmiffive. 
Margaret, without explaining herfelf any more than 
Thad done, upon a feparation that was not yet pubs 
licly talked of; was contented with fubftituting, in- 
ftead of it, an affurance that fhe would readily fub- 
mit to the king’s will; adding the moft candid praifes 
of his conduct, and thanks to me for my folicitudg 
and cares, 

The king ftaid at Rennes but feven or eight days, 
refolving to fet out as foon as poffible for Paris, that 
he might reach Picardy the beginning of May: he 
took his rout through Vitré +, from whencé I re- 
ceived orders, from him to give a gratuity to the gara 
rifon of Rechefort, and afterwards to caufe the 
caftle to be razed. From Vitré his majefty coafted 
along the Loire, and came to Tours, by the way 
of La Fleche, which he took pieafure in feeing 


again, it being the place where he had pañled part 


of histimein ‘his youth. 
I ftaid behind him at Rennes five or fix days, to 


put the affairs of the finances in order, pay thé. 


troops, fettle their departure from Brittany, and 
their march through the midft of the provinces ; 

after which I came to Tours to the king ; his ma- 
jefty having fent for me upon an affair of gréat im» 
portance. { left him ro continue his journey to Pas 


* This princefs Had at firft ré- 
fired, many years befor@, to Agen, 
and afterwards to Carlat. King 
Henry II], her brother, had not 


treated hér better than Henry IV.. 


her hufband, but petfecuted her 
every where, and at laft fhut her 
lip in thé calé of Uffon in Au- 


Vou, Ii. 


vetgre, wheré; after his death, fhe 
was contented to live, 

+ I have fubftituted this word 
in the place of tat of Villeroi, ag 
the original bears: there never waa 
a place of that fidme in Brittany’ $ 
and, in fast; Henry IV's read lay 
throug hi Vite) 
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ris, whither (notwithftanding all the hafte he was 
able to make) he did not arrive till the latter end 
of May. I was fo weary * of the formality of 
our reception into the great cities, and particularly 
ef the long fpeeches that we were tormented with 
in every place, that taking a bye-road by le Maine and 
le Perche, I came alone to my eftate at Rofny, where 
my wife was employed in attending the building of a 
houfe, and had narrowly efcaped ‘being crufhed to 
piecesunder the ruins of the old edifice, which was firft 
to be demolifhed. I ftaid there but a fhort time, 
yet upon my arrival at Paris, I found the king was 
gone from thence; he had only paffed through it, 
and taken the road to Amiens immediately: this 
city he thought convenient for correfponding with 
the plenipotentiaries of Vervins, and likewife for vi- 


‘fiting all the fortrefles upon the frontiers, to facili- 


tate the.evacuation of thofe that were to be reftored 
to him by the treaty, and to provide for their fecu- . 
rity for the future. All this was but the work of | 
eight days, and his majefty was no fooner come to 
Paris than the treaty was figned +. 


© # part, Ihave not yet.” 


The king was no lefs fo. 
L’ Etoile relates fome very fmart re- 
partees of his majefty to thefe im- 
portunate haranguers; one of 
them tired him with long titles and 
compellations ef honour, and re- 
peating often, ‘‘O very benign, 
“€ O very great, © very merciful, 
“ &c. king.’’ ‘ Add too, fays 
*< Henry to him, and very wea- 
“ ry.’ Another having begun 
his fpeech with thefe words, ‘‘ A- 
“* gefilaus, King of Lacedemon, 
“€ fire,” &c. The king, inter- 
rupting him, fays, “Ventre, faint 
** gris! I have heard a good deal 
*< fpoken of this Agefilaus, but 
* he had dined firft; but, for my 
Having 
twice told another, that he fhould 
cut fhort his harangue; and feeing 
that he went on tedioufly neverthe- 
Iefs, he left him, and fo went a- 


“© de Bellievre, knight, 


way, telling him, “You muft fay 
** the reft then to mafter William,”’ 
meaning the fool that belonged to 
the court, 

+ On the 2d of May, 1598, 
the peace was figned, in the name 
of the king, “by M. Pomponne 
lord of 
‘€ Grignon, and counfellor of ftate " 
“ to the king, and M. Nicholas 
‘ Brulart, kt. lord of Sillery, 
“ counfellor of ftate to the king, 
‘€ and prefident in his court of par 
‘€ Hament at Paris. In the name 
6 of the cardinal of Auftria, have 
‘ ing full powers from the king of 
“ Spain,eby M. John Richardot, 
‘“ knight, chief and prefident ef 
“ the privy council of his faid 
** majefty, and one of his council 
‘ of ftate: M. John Baptifte de 
“€ Taxis, knight, &c. and M. Louis 
6 Verreiken, knight,” &c, See this 
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The treaty was very clear and plain: the refig- 1508. 


fation of all the towns and fortreffes that Spain pof- 
fefied in France was almoft the only confiderable 
article in it. No dificulty arofe concerning the af- 
fair of the marquifate of Saluces; the king did not 
think fit to break off the peace on account of this 
article, which was looked upon to be of fo little 
importance, that if Savoy fhould refufe to do juttice 
in it, the king, it was faid, might, with very lit- 
tle trouble, feize the whole territory without any 
obftruction from Spain. Both parties, however; 
obliged themfelves to ftand to the pope’s * decifion 
of the affair. Here the plenipotentiaries, commit- 
ted an error, which was the caufe of engaging his 
majelty foon after in a war that might have been 
avoided. I fhall take no notice of the ret of thof 
formalities in ufé amoneft them +, and leave it 
to others to extol thoie refined fratagemis that 


in politics are thought the mafterpiece of human 
wit. 


whole treaty in the Memorres & ne- 
Sotiations de la:paix traitées à Verwirs, 
tom. II, with an account, in cr 
of a journal, of all that paded be» 
tween the plehipotentiari¢s, from 
the opening of that negotiation till 
the conclufion of the peace. 

* What regards the duke of 
Savoy, who was reprefented by 
M. Gafpard de Geneve, marquis 
de Lullin, ahd counfellor of fate, 
&c. is at the end of the 24th ar- 
ticle, and imports, ‘‘ that the re: 
“ mainder of the other differences 
that are between the faid moft 
chriftian king and the faid dike, 
fhall be referred to the judgment 
of our Holy father Clement VIII. 
to be determined by his holinefs 

within one year,,.. And mtat- 
** ters fhall continue in thé ftate 
“in which they are at préfent,”’&ce 
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+ There were found the famé 
difficulties as to the fubftance;:and 
the fame obftacles as to the forma: 
lities that are ufually to be met 
with in fuch fort of deliberations. 
They may be feen in the Lettres dé 
M. de Bellicure € dé Sillery, and in 
the Relation, &c: ibid. Thefe two 
negotiators have been generally 
commended for thé firm and wife 
conduét which they thewed there4 
in. In their letters, and, among 
others, in tliofe dated thé 7th of 
April, and 4th of March, they 
give a particular detail of the moi 
tives that induced them to conclude 
with the agents for the duke of 
Savoy in the manner which M. dé 
Sully complains of: and all thif 
they did by the particular orders 
of his majeftyy in his léettet of Aa 
pril 9» CAT 
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The king figned the treaty at Paris, in the pre- 


us fence of the duke * d’Arfcot and the admiral of Ar- 


ragon; the arch-duke did the fame at Bruffels, in 


the name of the king of Spain and his own, be-. 


fore marechal Biron, on whom the king, to qua- 
lify him for this ceremony, had juft beftowed the 
rank of duke and peer of France, a dignity that 
completely turned his head. Meffieurs De Belliévre 
and De Sillery were likewife prefent. The duke of 
Savoy gave his folemn affent to the peace at Cham- 
berry, in the prefence of Gadagne Bothéon+, go- 
vernor of Lyons, who was deputed to him by the 


king for that purpote. 


Thus, notwithftanding a league fo powerful as 
that of the pope, the emperor, the king of Spain, 
the duke of Savoy, and all the ecclefiaftics of chrif- 
tianity, did the king of France accomplifh his de- 
figns Ÿ, and crown them with a glorious peace : all 
thofe who had been employed in effecting it he re- 
warded with a royal munificence; and to prevent 
this meafure from alienating Holland from his inte- 


a 


* Charles de Croy, dake d’Ar- ‘ 
fcot and prince de Chimay; Don ‘ 
Francifco de Mendofa and Cardo- ‘ 
na, admiral of Arragon, Henry ‘* 
IV. took an oath for the obferving ‘ 
of the treaty of peace on Sunday ‘§ 
the 2:ft of June, the cardinal De ‘“ 
Florence, the pope’s legate, of- ¢ 
ficiating in the moft folemn man- 
her, ‘The account is alfo to be 


moft chriftian king of France 
and Navarre, counfellor in his 
council of ftate, captain of fifty 
gens-d’armes, and his lieute- 
nant-general in the government 
of the Lyonnois, Forét, and 
Beaujolois, ambaffador, intruft- 
ed and deputed,”” &c. Mem. & 
Negociations, &c. tom. II. p. 365. 

t The letters which this prince 
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met with, ibid. tom, II. p. 266. 
of the MSS. de la Bibliot. du Roi, 
vol. 9361. Mem. de la ligue, tom. 
VI. Mem. de Nevers, tom. Il. 
Matthieu, tom, JF, liv. ii. Cayet, 
and others. 

+ Heis ftyled, in the oath tak- 
en by the duke of Savoy on the 2d 
of Auguft, ‘the illuftrious lord, 
‘€ William de Guadaigne, lord of 
“€ Botheon, knight of the orders 
of the moft high and moft ex- 
* cellent prince Henry IV, the 


a 


€ 


wrote to his two minifters at Ver-: 


vins, during all the time that this 


negotiation Jafted, confirm this, | 


They are inferted in the Mem, & 
Negociations, &c. ibid. He fays, 
** that with one ftroke of his pen 
< he had performed more exploits 
than he could have done during 
«* a long war with the beft fwords 
‘ of his kingdom.”’ It was alfo 
faid, upon this treaty, that the 
Spaniards had got the better by 
arms, but theFreneh by negotiation. 
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refts, he fent Buzenval to Amfterdam, to keep up 1508. 
a good intelligence with the States, and to pay the us 
penfion his majefty allowed them. It is not poffible 

te reflect on the great abilities of this prince, and 

his furprifing diligence in fhewing himfelf in every 

part of his kingdom where his prefence was the leait 
neceflary, without giving him thofe praifes he fo well 
delerves. 
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pb EACE brought with it other labours and 
= fs 

B— other cares. The king began by reducing 
% the number of his troops, ‘both French and 
foreigners : the Swifs, except three companies of 
an hundred men each, commanded by the colonels 


Galati, Heid, and Baltazar, were difbanded. This 


# eduction was not fo complete as I could have wifhed, 
and the necefity of the times feemed to require ; 
but my advice on this head was not approved by his 
majelty: however, if it had been confidered that 
the royal treafure was almoft exhaufted, and yet 
there was an abfolute neceffity of furnifhing money 
for many occafions fo urgent, that new fums were 
obliged to be borrowed for that purpofe, I am of 
opinion that I could not have been reproached with 
a fordid and mifplaced economy. 

Thefe fums were to be applied to the fortifying 
a great number of towns, and the repairing of many 


buildings, that by the late diforders of the times | 


vere threatened with approaching ruin, which it was 
neceffary to prevent without delay. Upon vifiting 
the chief rivers of-the kingdom, to fettle the dif; 
ferent claims (a bufinefs which was trufted to four 
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perfons of known probity) it was likewife found ne- 1598. 


cefiary to raife feveral works, particularly upon the 
Charente. err A 

… Amongft other political regulations which were 
thought neceffary to be made, the king fet bounds 
‘to that prodigious quantity of grain, which it was 
ufual to fend out of the kingdom, .and which often 
expofed France to fuffer the greateit inconveniencies 
from a fcarcity of her own produce *: by another 


regulation, all that had no right to wear pena 
were forbid, upon pain of the fevercit punifhments, 


to appear in them. 


* The meft juft confequence 
which it would feem can be drawn 
from all the reafonings we read 
and hear daily upon this point, 
mamely of exporting corn out of 
the kingdom, is that which the 
duke de Sully infers here, It 
would be unreafonable to deprive 
this kingdom of one of the moft 
happy refources and one of the 
richeft fupports of its commerce, 
by forbidding all exportation of 
this fort of commodity: and it 
would be no lefs imprudent to al- 
low it without meafure or propor- 
tion. 

If to find this proper. medium, 
the public and royal magazines do 
not appear to be an anfwerable 
and fufficient expedient, by rea- 
fon of the great expences and ftill 
greater inconveniencies that attend 
them; it would feem that the fame 
objeétion cannot be made againtt 
commiffaries that might be efta- 
blifhed to take care that the grana- 
ies of private perfons might be 
filled, opened and fhut, whenever 
the publig exigencies required it. 
This part of political ceconomy, 
whofe great and almoft fole view 
’ fhould be to know and to keep up 
_ the proportion betwixt the pro- 
duétions of the earth and their con- 
fumption, by fairly balancing the 
different years and different pro- 
vinces, isnot, I believe, fo.difficult 
as at firit it appears, 


O 4 
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+ As to the regulation of car- 
rying arms, feveral perfons are of 
Opinion that it would be proper to 
add fome diftinguifhing marks in 
the form of the cloaths, that might 
ferve to make known in public the 
different ranks of people. 

As to arts and fciences, and the 
belles lettres: if it be true, as it 
appears that it cannot be doubted, 
that it is to the care that has been 
taken for fome years pait to culti- 
vate them in Europe, we owe the 
difference that may at this day be 
obferved among Europeans, with 
regard to the foftnefs of their man- 
ners, the politenefs of their beha- 
viour, their connexion with each 
other, and the means which a more 
pacific fpirit has found out to dif. 
cufs and terminate, in a lefs cruel 
manne} their refpeétive differen- 
ces: it appears that, by all kinds 
of public motives, independently 
of thatof the glory and particular 
intereft that refults from it, a great 
ftate ought not to lofe fight of this 
obje&t. After all the care which 
has beenalready taken in this king- 
dom, in order to form and eftablith 


a library, mufeums, and collec~. 


tions of all kinds, that might be 
worthy of the powerful monarch 


that rules it, to inftitute academies _ 


where perfons apply themfelves to 
improve the arts and fciences ; 
the world expects with impatience 
to fee the defign executed that was 
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Amidft thefe occupations, polite literature was 


r~ not excluded from a fhare of the king’s attention. 


He heard Cafaubon mentioned, and upon the repu- 
tation of this learned man, he invited him 10 come 
and fettle in Paris with his family, where he fixed 
him by a penfion that afforded him the means of 
living as ‘became a man of his character, who is not 
called, faid Henry, to govern a ftate. 

I am under a neceflity of fupprefling 4 detail of 
lef important incidents, the number of which would 
be infinite, were I to recount in thefe Memoirs all 


that his majefty faid or wrote to me from Fontaine- 


bleau, Monceaux, and Saint-Germain-en-Laye, 
where he paffed the remainder of this year, and 


where, from time to time, he commanded my at- 

endañce to confer with me upon different occafions. 
J fhall exactly fulfil my former promife,: in fuppref- 
fing all that are not in themfelves of fome confide: 
ration; and fhall only obferve here, that perhaps 
no minifter of ftate ever found in his prince more 
attention, or more readinefs of expedience, with re- 
{pect to all that could promote either the advantage 
or the mére conveniente of a kingdom, than I found 


in the prince whom I ferved. Neither peace, nor. 


domeftic affairs, made him neglect to obferve what 
has doing in the neighbouring « courts: the queftion 


Book X 


about the true or falfe Don Sebaftian * made then a 


farined fome time ago, namely to 
accommodate all thefe. different 


arts a little more to one another, . 
2 


in fuch a large town as Paris, by 
bringing. them ail wit thin the fame 
sails, where one im ght conve- 
niently find all, at once, as books, 
jnflruments, MA rite and 
in general, ai] the neceffary imple- 
ments, together with proper accom- 
modations for lodging the perfons 
appointed and fet over to infpe“t 
and take care of them ; and efpeci+ 
ally, to fee eftablifhed a tribunal « of 
arts and fciences, conffling of pro- 
per perfons in the different acade- 
gaics, and paid by } his majefty, to 

make cxa at trials, and form a pres 


cife judgment concerning books, 


difcoveries, and produétions tha€ — 


might be üfeful to the public. At 
firft there was an intention to make 
the fquare or place Vendome ferve 
for this purpofe; after this the Old 
Louvre was pitched upon: but exie 
gencies of ftate that are ftill more 
neceffary to be attended to, have 
ever fince made the exectition of 
this project be deferred. 

* This queftion feems at prefent 
to be pretty well decided, by the 
authority of far the greateft part of 
the beft hiftorians, who make no 
doubt but that king Sebaftian loft 
his life in the battle he fought with 
the Moors at Aleacar, in 15785 an 
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great noife in Europe as well as in Spain. He fent 1598. 
La Tremouille * into Portugal, to endeavour if sv 


pofible to unravel the myftery, that he might not, 
but upon full conviction, determine upon the juftice 
or iniquity of the council of Spain, which had be: 
gun their meafures by caufing the fuppofed king of 
Portugal to be arrefted. | 
Henry, not having yet explained himfelf concern- 
ing thofe great fchemes which he afterwards formed 
againft the houfe of Auftria, was defirous of actin 
this year as a mediator between Spain and England; 


he therefore propofed a conference to be held at Bou- 


Hgne + between the two crowns, and fent Caumartin 
and Jeannin, to affift at it in his name, 


to be founded in very bad policy ; happily, however, 
this conference produced nothing that had been ex- 
pected from it. The obftinate hatred thefe two na- 
tions bare to each other, gave rife immediately to fo 
hot a d'foute about precedency, that they feparated 
before they had even begun to fettle the fmalleft pre- 
liminary. | LME 

The jefuits were not more fortunate in their en: 
deavouts to take advantage of that article in the 
treaty of Vervins, by which all French exiles as well 
as fore gners were at liberty to return into France 
and feitle there; the arret of council which interven- 
ed, deprived them of this refource, and they were 


| It was in 
vain that I oppofed a meafitre, which feemed to me 


confequently that this pretended 
Don Sebaftian was but an impoft- 
or, fupperted both at that time and 
fince by the enemies of Spain. See 
the proofs of this king’s death in 
M, De Thou, book Ixv. of which: 
we fhall fay more in the fequel. 
France could befides have meddled 
in this qeeftion another way. Ca- 
therine de Medicis pretended to 
have a rightful title to the crown of 
Portugal, alledging that the was de- 
fcended of Robert, fon to Alphon- 
¥os IT, by Maude his firft wife, 
Who died in 1262. Since which 


time fhe maintained, that all the 
kings of Portugal were no other 
than ufurpers: but as thefe were 
points very difficult to be decided, 
it appears, that fhe made but little 
progrefs in making good her pre- 
tenfions, 

* Claude dé La Tremouille, duke 
de Thouars, who died in 1606. 

+ This conference or congrefs, 
into which were admitted the ftates 
of the United Provinces, was not 
held till the year 1699, in the 
months of May and June. 
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obliged to make ufe of other means that fucceeded 


eyes. better, 


The aflembly of the clergy which was held this 
year, and continued part of the following, fhared 
likewife his majefty’s attention, as well as the pro- 
motion of cardinals. The fon of madam Sourdis * 
was one of thofe Frenchmen for whom the king 
procured a hat, although he was too young to be 
thought worthy of that diftin@ion. Madam de 
Sourdis owed this favour to the duchefs of Beaufort’s 
intereft, whom fhe prevailed upon to fupport her 
requeft. 

This was the title the king’s miftrefs now bore, 
for which fhe quitted that of marchionefs of Mon- 
ceaux, when the birth of a fecond fon drew from his 
majefty an increafe of tendernefs and honours. This 
lady had for a long time fet no bounds to her ambi- 
tion; fhe afpired to nothing lefs than being declared 
queen of France ; and Henry’ s paffion for her, which 
increafed every day, gave her hopes of accomplith- 
ing her defigns. When fhe was. informed that the 
king’s agents at Rome were commiffioned to folicit 
the diffolution of his marriage with Margaret, and 
that his majefty was on the point of fending the duke © 
of Luxembourg + to that court with the title of 
ambaflador, to haften the conclufion of it, fhe looked 
upon this as a favourable opportunity ; but fufpect- 
ing the agents and probably the new ambaflador, {Ke 

calt her eyes upon Sillery, who was already deep in 
her intereft, and whom this laft inftance of confi- 
dence would not fail of binding ftill clofer to her 
fervice: fhe fent for him, and explaining her views 
to him, fet no bounds to the reward which fhe pre- 
tended to give for his fervice and devotion. As fhe 
knew what was moft likely to tempt Sillery, fhe 
affured him of the feals at his return from Rome, 
though at the hazard even of difobliging Madame 


* Francis d’Efcoublau, cardinal + Henry de Luxembourg, duke 
de Sourdis, and archbifhop of Bour-e de Piney, who was the lafi of that 
deaux, who died in 1623, branch of Luxembourg, 
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de Sourdis her aunt and intimate friend, and pro- 1598, 
_-mifed him likewife the poft of chancellor, as foonas LS 


it fhould be vacant. At this price Sillery en- 
gaged, with all the oaths fhe demanded from him, 
to neglect nothing that might prevail upon the pope 
to legitimate the two children fhe had by Henry, 
and to diflolve his marriage with Margaret. ‘This 
firft ftep taken, few obftacles remained to hinder her 
advancement to the throne. She eafily found rea- 
fons to make the king approve of the ambafiador fhe 
had chofen: the duke of Luxembourg was only 
fuffered to fet out, to be recalled as foon as Sillery 
fhould be in a condition to take his place. The 
duchefs was at no pains to conceal fyom the court 
the title with which fhe had juft graced her favou- 
rite; fhe aflifted herfelf in preparing his equipages, 
and prevailed upon the king to give the necefiary 
orders for Sillery’s appearance with all the pomp and 
magnificence, by which the fuccefs of his negotia- 
tion might be fecured. | 

The duchefs of Beaufort at the fame time, to pre- 
pare the French for that change which fhe meditated 
yor her children, obtained of the king, who had no 
lefs tendernefs for them than for the mother, that 
the ceremony of the baptifm of the fecond fon fhe 
had lately born him, fhould be performed at Saint- 
Germain, where his majefty then was, with the fame 
magnificence and honours which in this ceremony 
are only ufed to the children of France. ‘Though I 
could pardon in this lady an intoxication in which 
fhe was kept by the fervile refpect the courtiers paid 
to her children, and the adorations they offered to 
herfelf, I could not have the fame indulgence for 
Henry, who was fo far from taking any meafures to 
undeceive her, that he gave orders for the baptifm 
of this child, with a readinefs that fhewed how agree- 
able the requeft was to him. I declared my fenti- 
ments of this proceeding with great freedom; I en- 
deavoured publicly to oppofe the inference which I 
perceived the courtiers would draw, in favour of 
| 7 children 


les ‘ 
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1408. children fo déar to the king, for the fucceffion to the 

www crown. The king himfelf, after the ceremony, be- 
came fenfible that he had permitted too much, and 
told me that they had exceeded his orders; which I - : 
kad no difficulty to believe. The child was named 
Alexander *, as the eldeft had been Cæfar ; and the 
court flatterers, by a kind of fecond baptifm, gave: 
him the title of Monfieur, which in France no one is 
allowed to bear but the king’s only brother, or the 
prefumptive heir to the crown. 

The miftrefs did not ftop here; fhe began to af- 
fume all the airs of a queen, not indeed wholly. 
through her own prefumption, for I think fhe knew 
herfelf too well to have indulged fuch extravagant 
ideas, but was driven on to take that ftep by the 
continual folicitations of her creatures and relations : 

madam de Sourdis, Chiverny, and Frefne, feconded 
her fo well on their parts, that it became infenfibly 
, the public talk of the court, that the king was going 
to marry his miftrefs; and that it was for this pur- 
pofe he was foliciting his divorce at Rome: I was 
fhocked at a report fo injurious to the glory of this 
prince: I went to him, and made him fenfible of the 
confequence of it. He appeared to me concerned, 
and even piqued at it: yet his firft care was to jufti- 
ty madam De Beaufort, who, he pofitively afiured 
me, had not contributed to the report; for which 
all the proof he had was that fhe had told him fo: 
he threw the whole blame upon madam De Sourdis 
and Frefne, to whom he fhewed that he was capable 
of pardoning a conduct fo little refpectfui to him, 
fince, although he was affured they were guilty, he 
gave them not the flighteft reprimand. 
One circumftance added great weight to the fteps 
T took on this occafion both in public and private. 
‘Queen Margaret, with whom the affair of the ap- 
proaching diflolution of her marriage obliged me to 
* They gave him the title of che- count de Soiffons, were the fpon- 


valier de Vendôme. Lady Cathe- fors at his chriftening. He diéd 
tine, fitter to the king, and the grand prior of France, in 1629. 
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keep à correfpondence by letters, was the laft who + 598, 


heard of what was faid and done at court, with re- 
gard to madam De Beaufort’s pretenfions : As foon 
as fhe was informed of them fhe wrote to me, and 


gave me to underftand, that fhe had not changed 


her mind with regard to a feparation from the king, 
but that fhe was fo much offended at their intending 
to give the place fhe refigned to a woman fo infa- 
mous as the duchefs was by her commerce with the 
king, that, although fhe had at firft given her con- 
fent without annexing any conditions to it, fhe was 
now determined to infift upon the exclufion of this 
woman; and no treatment whatever fhould oblige 
her to alter her refolution. I fhewed this letter to 
the king, who judging by it how much his marriage 
with his miftrefs would irritate the beft of his fubjects 
againft him, began, in reality, to change his fenti- 
ments and conduct, _ | 
_ I was of opinion, that if madam De Beaufort was 
acquainted with the contents of this letter, it might 
probably produce the fame effects upon her. I 
would not take this trouble upon myfelf, being un- 
willing to meet the infolence and rage of a woman, 
who looked upon me as a-ftumbling-block in the 
way of her advancement, but I communicated the 
letter to Chiverny and Frefne, who immediately in- 
formed madam De Sourdis of it, and the almoft in 
the fame moment the duchefs of Beaufort. But this 
lady’s counfellors were not fo eafily alarmed; they 
were very fenfible that the defign. they had under- 
taken to engage the king in, could not fail af meet- 
ing with many difficulties, and they had fettled their 
- behaviour upon each: the refult of their del. berati- 
ons had been, to haften, as much as poffble, the 
_conclufion of the affair; perfuading themfelves, that 
when it was once over they might give it a colour 
that fhould make it excufable ; or, at worit, matters 
would be compofed afterea little murmuring, as al 
ways happens when things are without remecy, 
They knew well the difpofition of the French nation, 
| efpeciaily 
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1598. efpecially the courtiers, ‘whofe firft law it is to be 
y always of the fame mind with the fovereion, and 


whofe ftrongeft paffion the defire of pleafing him. 
In a word, they thought themfelves fecure of every 


thing, provided the king himfelf did not fail them. 


Frefne having drawn up the warrant for the pay- 
ment of the heralds, trumpeters, and other under- 
officers of the crown, who had attended at the cere- 
mony of the baptifm, it was brought to me, as well 
as the reft, that I might give my order for its dif- 
charge. _ As foon as I caft my eyes upon this writ- 
ing, a tender concern for the king’s honour made 
me look upon it as a lafting teftimony of his weak- 
nefs, which was going to be handed down to pofte- 
rity. I hefitated not a moment to return it, and 
caufed another to be drawn up in terms more proper. 
The titles of Monfieur, Son of France, and all that 
could give any notion of that kind, was fuppreffed, © 
and confequently the houfhold fees reduced to the 
ordinary price, with which they were highly diffa- 
tisfied. They did not fail to renew their efforts ; 
and in their difcontent quoted Monfieur de Frefne, 
and the law by which their claims were regulated: 
At -firft I retrained myfelf before thefe people, whofe 
bad intentions I well knew; but growing impatient 
at laft, I could not help faying to them, with fome 
indignation, ‘* Go, go, I will do nothing in it; 
‘ know that there are no children of France.” 

No fooner had thefe words efcaped me, than, 
fufpecting that a troublefome affair would be made 
of it, to prevent it, [went immediatelyto his majefty, 
who was walking with the duke D’Epernon in the 
palace of Saint-Germain: 1 fhewed him the warrant 
Frefné had drawn up, telling him, that if it was al- 
lowed, there needed no more but to declare himfelf 
married to the duchefs of Beaufort. ‘* This is 
‘ Frefne’s malice,” faid the king, after he had read 
it: < but I fhall take care to prevent it.” Then, 
commanding me to tear the paper, hé turned to 
three or four lords of the court who were néareft 
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him, ‘< How malignant are thefe people,” faid he : 598. 
aloud, ‘ and what difficulties do they throw in the LA" 


‘© way of thofe who ferve me with fidelity: they 
‘ brought a warrant to monfeur De Rofny, with a 
<¢ defign to-make him offend me if he pafied its or 
¢ my miftrefs if he refufed it.” In the ftate affairs 
then were, thefe words were far from being indiffe- 
rent; they gave the courtiers, who had fmiled at my 
fimplicity, to underftand that they might poffibly be 
deceived themfelves, and that the fuppofed marriage 
was not fo near as they had imagined. The king 
continuing to converfe with me apart, told me, that 
he did not doubt but that madam De Beaufort was 
greatly enraged againft me, and advifed me to go to 
her, and endeavour, by folid reafons, to give her 
fatisfaction : ‘ If they will not do,” added he, “I 
€ will fpeak to her as her matter.”’ | 
I went directly to the duchefs’s apartment, which 
was in the cloifter of Saint-Germain. I knew not 
. what notion fhe conceived of a vifit which fhe found 
I began with a fort of explanation: fhe did not allow 
me time to go on: the rage with which fhe was ani- 
mated not permitting her to obferve any meafures, 
fhe interrupted me with a reproach that I had impof- 
_ed upon the king, and made him believe that black 
was white. ‘* *Tis well, madam!”  faid I, inter- 
rupting her in my turn, but with great calmnefs, 
<< fince you think fit to talk in this manner, I fhall 
“¢ take my leave, but I fhall not, however, neglect 
“ to do my duty.’ Saying this, I left her, not 
being willing to hear more, left I fhould be tempted 
to fay fomething more fevere. I put the king in a 
very ill humour with his miftrefs, when I repeated 
to him what fhe had faid. ‘* Come along with me,” 

_ faid the king, with an emotion that pleafed me great- 
ly, ‘and I will let you fee that women do not 
_ wholly poffefs me.” His coach not being ready 
foon enough for his impatience, his majefty got into 
mine: and as we drove to the ducheis’s lodgings, 
he aflured me that he would never have caufe to re- 
| - proach 
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1598. proach himfelf, that, through his complaifance for 
y a woman, he had banifhed or even difsufted fer- 


vants, who, like me, were only folicitous for his 
glory and intereft. | 

Madam de Beaufort, upon my leaving her apart- 
ment fo haftily, had expected to fee the king foon 
after: and during that time had taken fufficient pains 
to fet off her perfon to the greateft advantage; be- 
lieving, like me, that the victory which one or other 
of us muft now gain, would be the prefage of her 
good or bad fortune. As foon as fhe was informed 
of the king’s arrival, fhe came as far as the door of 
the firft hall to receive him. Henry, without falut- 
ing her, or expreffing any part of his ufual tender- 
nefs, ** Let us go, madam, faid he, to your cham- 
‘* ber, and fuffer no one to enter but yourfelf; 
‘€ Rofny, and 1; for I want to talk to you both, 
6° and make you live together upon friendly terms.” 
Then ordering the door to be fhut, and that no one’ 
fhould be fuffered to remain in the chamber, ward= 
robe, or clofet, he took her hand, holding one of 
mine at the fame time, and with an air whee fhe 
had good reafon to be’ furprifed at, told her, that 
the true motive which had determined him to attach 
himfelf to her, was the gentlenefs he had obferved 


in her difpofition; but that her conduct for fome 


time paft had convinced him, that what he had be: 
lieved to be real was only diflembled, and that fhe 
had deceived him: he reproachéd her with the bad 
counfels fhe had liftened to, and the very confider- 
able faults they had occafioned. He covered mé 
with praifes, to fhew the duchefs, by the difference 
of our proceedings, that I only was truly attached 
to his perfon: he commanded her to get fo far the 
better of her averfion for me, as to be able to regu- 
Jate her conduct by my advice, fince; fhe might 
depend upon it, his paffion for her fhould never in- 

duce him to depri ive me of his Confidence. 
Madam de Beaufort begin her anfwer by fighs 
and tears; fhe aflamed a tender and fubmiflive air § 
fhe 
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fhe would have kiffed the hand of Henry; omitting 1 598. 
no artifice which fhe thought capable of melting his wow 


heart. It was not till the had played over all thefe 
little arts, that fhe began to fpeak, which fhe did by 
complaining, that inftead of thofe returns fhe might 
have expected from a prince to whom fhe had given 
her heart, fhe faw herfelf facrificed to one of his 
grooms: fhe repeated all that | had faid or done to 
the prejudice of her children, in order to awake his 
majefty’s refentment againft me: then, feigning to 
fink under the violence of her erief and defpair, fhe 
let herfelf fall upon a couch, where fhe protefted fhe 
was determined to wait for death, not being able to 
endure life after fo cruel an affront. The attack was 
a little ftrong; Henry did not expect it: I obferved 
him heedfully, and faw his countenance change ; but 
recovering himfelf immediately, that his miftrefs 
might not perceive it, he continued to tell her in the 
fame tone, that fhe might fpare herfelf the trouble 

of having recourfe to fo many artifices on fo flight 
an occafion. Senfibly affected at this reproach, ‘the 
redoubled her tears, crying, that fhe plainly per- 
ceived fhe was abandoned, and that doubtlefs it was 
to augment her fhame and my triumph, that the 


king had refolved to make me a witnefs of the moft - 


cruel treatment that was ever fhewn to any woman. 


This thought feemed to plunge her into a real def. 


pair.‘ By heaven, madam,”’ faid the king, lofing 
patience, ‘ this is too much; 1 know to what all 
‘€ this artifice tends ; you want to prevail upon me: 
eo cpanith a errant whofe affiftance I cannot be 
* without: I declare to you, if I was reduced to 
‘ the neceflity of chufing to lofe one or the other, 
‘ | would rather part with ten miftreffes like you, 

** than one fervant fuch as him.” : He did not for- 
get the term of groom which fhe had made ule of; 

and was ftill more offended, that fhe had applied it 
to a man whofe family had the honour of being al- 
lied to his own. 
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After this harfh fpeech the king fuddenly quitted 


v the duchefs, and was going out of her apartment 


without feeming to be moved at the condition he left 
her in; probably becaufe he knew. her well enough 
to be affured that all this violence of grief was affec- 
tation and grimace. As for me, I was fo far de- 
ceived by it, as to be greatly concerned for her; and 
was not drawn out of this error till*madam de Beau- 
fort, perceiving the king was going to leave her fo 
much offended, that fhe had reafon to apprehend he 
would never return again, changed her behaviour in 
an inftant, ran to ftop him, and threw herfelf at his 
feet; no longer to impofe upon his tendernefs, but 
to footh him to a forgetfulnefs of her fault: fhe be- 
gan by apologifing for her paft conduct ; affumed 
an air of gentlenefs and complacency, and fwore fhe 
never had, nor ever would, have any will but his. 
Never was there a change of fcene more fudden: E 
now faw a woman perfectly agreeable, eafy, and 
compliant, who behaved to me as if all that had juft 
pafied had been a dream; and we feparated very 
good friends. 

The king being at Monceaux about the end of 
O&ober, felt fome flight touches of a fever, which 
ended at laft in a violent attack *; it was attributed 
to the difturbance caufed by à prodigious quantity 
of humours, which were difcharged by a purge; and. 
as the fever feemed to have wholly ceafed, the king 
thought himfelf cured, and wrote to me to that ef- 
fect; obferving, however, that his indifpofition had 
left a faintnefs and dejeétion upon him which was 
not ufual with him, but that he would endeavour ta 


difperfe it by walking, if he could get ftrength 


* In the following manner the ‘* kept him for feven hours toge- 
hiftorian Matthieu fpeaks of this ‘* ther in very great danger, alf 
diforder of Henry IV, “ Whilehe ‘* that time having a conftant de- 
“ was very merry withhismiftrefs ‘* fire to drink, and ftill throwing 
# and Bellegarde, and laughing ‘ up the water while the glafs was 
heartily at fome fatirical verfes, ‘* at his head.” Tom. II. liv. ii. 

he was fuddenly feized with a p,277. 

“ violent fit of vomiting, which 
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enough. Thefe fymptoms were the forerunner of a 1598. 
diftemper, which a few days afterwards feized him www 


with fuch violence that he was foon in great danger, 
and I had the affliction to find him in this condition 
on my arrival at Monceaux, with Chatillon and 
D’Incarville, whom he {ent for in the letter I have 
juft mentioned. I thought for a long time that I 
was Only come to fee my dear matter € expire in my 
arms, for he would not permit me to leave Mon- 
ceaux during his illnefs, and often called me to his 
bed-fide. In one of thefe moments when the obfti- 
nacy and continual recurrence of his diftemper baf- 
fled all the art of the phyficians, and this hp 
himfelf thought that his laft hour was approaching ; 

“ My friend, faid he to me, you have often feen 
*¢ me meet dangers which it was eafy for me to have 
<¢ avoided, know better than any other perfon how 
“ little I fear death; but I will not deny that J am 
“ grieved to die before I have raifed this kingdom 
“ to that fplendor I intended for it; or convinced 
** my people, by difcharging them of part of their 
‘ taxes, and governing them mildly, that I love 
“ them as my own children.” 

At length Henry’s good conftitution prevailed, 
and his diftemper was removed almoft inftantancouf- 
ly *; fo that the grief into which his danger had 
plunged us, was followed immediately by the joy of 
his recovery. He had afterwards a flight relapfe, 
which had no bad confequence: he fene me word of 
this at Paris, whither I had returned as foon as I faw 
him out of danger. And in another letter, dated 
the 6th of November, which Schomberg, at his 
return from Monceaux, brought me to Paris from 
his majefty, he informed me that his health was per- 
feétly eftablifhed, except that he had fome {mall re- 


* It was during this malady that fician, whom fhe gained over to her 
Henry IV. was very muchtroubled intereft, that he could, aften this, 
with a carneous excrefcence ; which have no more children, Amelot 
ferved as a pretext to the duchefs de la Houffaye, num. I. fur la lectre 
of Beaufort, to let him know, by 243 du cardinal d'Offat, 
means of La Riviere, his firft phy- 
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mains of that dejection on his fpirits of which he had 
formerly complained, and which he could not get 
rid of, notwithftanding he followed exaétly the ad: 
vice of his phy ficians. Gee fieurs Marefcot, Martin. 
and Roffet, having, upon the news of his illnefs, 
haftened to Monceaux to affitt his phyficians in or- 
dinary with their advice, he had the attention to 
caufe them to be paid for their trouble, writing to 
me to give each of them one hundred crowns, and 
fifty to  Regnault his furgeon. 

The king had not yet nifitied Monceaux when 
the cardinal of Florence, who had {fo great a hand 
in the treaty of Vervins, paffed through Paris, as 
he came back from Picardy, to return from thence 
to Rome, after he had taken leave of his majefty. 
The king fent me to Paris to receive him, com- 

ding me to pay him all imaginable honours. 
“Re hat need of a perfon near the pope fo powerful 
as this cardinal, who afterwards obtained the ponti+ 
ficate himfelf : I therefore omitted-ncthing that could 
anfwes his. majefty’s intentions ; and the legate hav- 
ing an. inclination to fee Saint-Germain-en-laye, I 
fent orders to Momier, the keeper of the caftle, to 
hang the halls and chambers with the fineft tapeftry 
of the crown. Momier executed my orders with 
great punctuahty, but with fo little judgment,, that 
for the legate’s chamber he chofe a {uit of hangings 
wrought by the queen of Navarre; very rich, in; 
deed, but which reprefented nothing but emblems 

and motto’s againft the pope and the roman court, 
as fatirical as they were ingenious. The prelate en- 
deavoured to prevail upon me to accept of a place 
in the coach that was to carry him to Saint-Germain; 
which I refufed, being defircus of getting there be- 
fore him, that I might fee whether every thing was 
in order; with which I was very well pleafed. I 
faw the b! und er of the keeper, and reformed it ime 
mediately. “Lhe legate would not have failed to 
have locked upon fach a miftake as a formed defign 
to infult Gum, and to have reprefented it as fuch to 
} the. 
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the pope. Reflecting afterwards, that no difference 1508. 
in religion could authorize fuch farcafms, I caufed ~~ 


all thofe motto’s to be effaced. 

I had long hoped that a peace would afford me 
_ leifure to examine the finances of the kingdom tho- 
roughly: all that I had hitherto been able to do, 
was only to alleviate the mifchief; and far from 
having been able to dig to the root, fo as to eradi- 
cate it at once, the different neceffities of the ftate, 
which aiways followed each other fo clofe during the 
war, made it be looked on as a great ftroke of po- 
licy to manage the finances without increaïing the 
confufion. It is certain that, upon a clofer exami- 
nation, they feemed tainted with an incurable dif- 
eafe, which could not even be enquired into without 
the moft unfhaken courage and invincible patience? 
the firft glance was able to difcover nothing but 
univerfal lofs of credit, the royal treafury deb 
feveral hundred millions, no means of raifing more 
‘money, exceflive poverty, and ruin at hand; but 
this very ftate of defpair made it necefary not to de- 
lay a fingle moment the undertaking this great work, 
while feveral opportunities concurring fhewed at leaft 
a poflibility of fuccefs. Every thin ing was in tran- 
quility ; the pay of the troops confiderably leffened, 
the greater part of the military expences fuppreffed, 
the King” s council weary at length of making ufelefs 
endeavours to deprive me of | any management of 
public affairs, almoft all bufinefs was tr anfacted by 
me; thefe gentlemen difdained even to come to the 
affemblies, unlefs forced thither by their own intereft, 
or that of their relations or friends: in thofe aflem- 
blies nothing was propofed without my approbation, 
and nothing executed without my confeat; the king 
had no fecret he referved from me, nor any Er 
that he did not occafionally inveft me with; all the 
confiderations perfuaded me that, if the calamities 
caufed by fo many long and cruel civil wars were 
ever to be repaired, now or never was the time to 
accomplifh it. | 
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I had received from nature a ftrong conftitution, 
iw a body able to fupport * long labours, and a mind 


capable of great application, a natural propentity to 


* The picture which M. de Pe- 
refixe gives us of M. de Rofny, al- 
together agrees with that which we 
have feen drawn here. ‘ He had 
€ efpecially, fayshe, a genius turn- 
ed for the management of the 
finances, and all the other qua- 
lifications requifite fer fuch a fta- 
tion: in fat, he was a regular 
man, exact, anda great econo- 
mift, he was punétual to his 
word, no ways prodigal,without 
any pompous oftentation, not 
** inclined to profufe expence, 
game, ‘or women, nor addiéted 
to any thing that did not exadily 
tally with a man bred to fuch an 
“* employment; befides, he was 
vigilant, laborious, expeditious, 
beftowing almoft his whole time 
on bufinefs and but little on his 
€ pleafures: withal he had the 
happy dexterity of feeing through 
€ fuch fort of matters, and of un- 
raveling the puzzling perplexi- 
ties, and untying the intricate 
knots, under which the farmers 
of the finances, when they have 
a mind to be Knavifh, endeavour 
** to conceal their tricks.”? Part 3, 
P. Matthieu gives him no lefs high 
a character. Tom, Il. liv. ïi.p. 278. 
# The king gave him,” fays Le 
Grain, ‘the poft of fuperintend- 
** ant-general of his finances, in- 
vefting him with fo great an au- 
thority as had never been feen in 
‘€ that office before; in which, it 
** muft be confeffed, there wanted 
*€ aman at that ame, who would 
have his eyes hood-winked to e- 
very other confideration but the 
king’s advantage, that is, to the 
public treafure, which it was ne- 
#6 ceffary to reftore to its full vi- 
gour; and who would be more 
rigid than what either the digni- 
ty of fome per'ons, or the refpeét 
** duetoothers, would have endur- 
** ed atany other time ; and indeed 
this great authority and power, 
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** which the king gave him, did, 


in a little time after, reftore full 
ftrength to all the main refources 
“* of the ftate.”’ See the whole of 
what this writer fays, with regard 
to M. de Sully. liv. vii. 

‘He put,” fays D’Aubigné, tom. 
ME liv. v. chap. 3. ‘* the finances 

into the hands of the marquis de 
‘© Rofny, afterwards duke of Sully, 
‘# becaufe he found he had a very 
‘€ extenfive and laborious genius, 
as alfo a natural fternefs and fe- 
verity of temper, which, with- 
out regarding the favour of any 
“ body, enabled him to bear the 
unpleafing irkfomenefs of re- 
buffs ; and by that means, filled 
the king’s coffers, to which the 
natural difpofition of his mafter 
did not a little contribute.” 
In a fmall piece, tom. IIT. of the 
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Mem. d'Etat de Villeroi, we find. 


the following account. 
66 


“ This 
change in the face of affairs, 
‘ which the faid fieur de Sully had 
introduced into France, that had 
been brought to the loweft ebo 
of diftrefs, rendering it opulent 
and feurifhing by means of his 
good management and induftry, 
does fufficiently teftify his abili- 
ties. The remonftrances which 
he made even to the king’s plea~ 
fure, and the oppofition which 
he maintained againft all the 
great men, fhew his virtue, pru- 
dence and courage. Even thofe 
who envy him fay, that he alone 
was of more ufe to the public, 
and knew its interefts better, 
than all the reft of the kingdom 
befides,’” The manvfcript which 
we quoted in the preface, coincides 
with this; and further may be add- 
ed the fuffrage of the greateft part 
of the hiftorians and memoirs of 
that time, which all agree, that M. 
de Sully has, in ftri@ juftice, de- 
ferved the appellation of the moft 
Jaborious, the moft capable, the 
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regularity and economy, improved by a particular 1408. 
ftudy of that {cience during twenty-five years that I wn 


was near the king’s perfon ; and, it I may be allowed 
to fay it, a paffion yet more forcible for honour and 
virtue: fuch are the qualities I brought to the con- 
duct of public affairs; with thefe, although one can- 
not keep clear of committing faults, and thofe like- 
wife very confiderable, yet (and experience as well 


as the fuccefs that attended my labours gives me a ” 


right to fay fo) one may be affured that the revenues 

of a ftate are fallen into good hands, when a mode- 
rate degree of judgment, much diligence and exact- 
nefs, and ftill more probity, are qualities remarkable 
in him that governs them. I dare not aflume more 
likenefs than this to the portrait I am going to draw 
of a good minifter-of the finances, becaufe t that, al- 
though I have always propofed fuch an one for my 
imitation, yet I candidly confefs I am far from pre- 
tending to fet up myfelf for a model. 

It would be the fhorteft way to fay, that a man 
who is called to the management of public affairs, 
ought to have no paffions; but that we may not 
wholly deftroy the notion of fuch a being, by re- 
ducing him to an impoffible and merely ideal exift- 
ence, it is fufficient to fay that he ought to have fuch 
a knowledge of them, as to be able to avoid their 
influence: he fhould be fenfible of all the meannefs 
of pride, the folly of ambition, the weaknefs of ha- 
tred, and the bafenefs of revenge. As I intend only 
to make fuch reflections as immediately relate to him, 
I fhall not take any notice here of the great mean- 
nefs of treating people ill, not only by actions but 
even words, and of never giving orders to inferiors 
but in the tranfports of rage, or peevifhnefs of ill- 


moft upright, and efpecially the carried a little too far. We fhall 
moft fteady minifter that ever was. have occafion to fpeak more ofit in 
The feverity, rigidnefs, and haugh- the fequel: but I thought myfelf 
ty carriage, which are almoft the obliged previoufly to add thefe te- 
only faults with which he has been ftimonies, to the account he gives 
charged, arife from the laft men- us of his charaëter and condud. 

tioned quality, that no doubt was 
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1598. h'mour, feafoning them with oaths and curfes, fince, 
ve living for the public, he ought to appear RNA En 


and be eafy of accefs to every body, except to thofe 
who only come to him with a defign to corrupt him, 
and never to lofe fight of this maxim, which holds 
one of the firft places in the affairs of government, 


‘That a kingdom ought to be regulated by general 


rules, and that exceptions only occafion difcontent, 
and produce complaints. 

A juft knowledge of what is due to rank, and of 
different degrees of diftinction, is fo far from being 
contrary to this maxim, that it is effentially necefiary 
to it, as well for obferving thofe rules of behaviour 


to perfons of different ranks, which the French po+ 


litenefs has eftablifhed, as to cure himfelf of that 
error that his riches and the favour of his king place 
every other perfon in a ftate of fubordination to him. 
An inclination for the fair ier is 2 fource of weak- 

effes and injuftice, which will inevitably carry him 
beyond the bounds of his duty; a paffion for deep 


play, .will .expofe. him to temptations a thoufand 


times more difficult to be overcome by a man whe 


has all the money of the kingdom pafling through 


his hands; that he Pe efcape this dangerous fnare, 
I am under a neceflity of prefcribing to him to have 
no acquaintance either with cards or dice. 

A diflke of fatigue proceeds generally from the 


fame. inclinations ath lead to voluptuouthels, or 


create effeminacy. . A ftatefman ought in temper- 
ance to feck for a remedy againft a fondnefs for 
fplendor, and the delicacies of the table, which ferve 
only to enervate both body and mind.’ A virtuous 
ran ought to be wholly unacquainted with drunken- 
nefs; a ‘diligent man ought to be no lefs ignorant af 
what is call ed high living. As he ought to make 


his retirement in “his cabinet at all times, and.at all 


hours, not merely fupportable, but p'eafing ; he 


= 


cannot be too careful to prevent his mind from run- 
png cn the delights of balls, mafquerades, and 


cther parties of pleafures ; in a!] thefe trifling amuf¢- 
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ments there is a namelefs inchantment, that intoxi- x 598. 
cates the hearts of philofophers and mifanthropes vs 


themfelves. The fame caution is neceflary againft 
hunting, keeping many fervants, equipages, furni- 
ture, buildings, and all other occafions of expence 
that luxury has invented. A tafte for any of thefe 
things foon degenerates into a kind of paffion, of 
which the wafte of time is not the only bad confe- 
quence ; prodigality, ruin, and difhonour, are the 
ufual effects of it: it belongs only to a man who 
cannot refolve to live and amufe himfelf with his own 
company, to think continually of galleries, columns, 
and gildings, and to run all his life after ftatues, 
antiques, and medals. Do you learn to be content- 
ed with a common picture; the delicacy of procur- 
ing, at a great expence of money and anxiety of 
mind, original and other fcarce pieces, proceeds 
wholly from an affectation of tafte. 

Iam, however, far from carrying the feverity of 
thefe maxims fo far, as to forbid a man, invefted 
with a public employment, from having any atten- 
tion to his own eafe; and to deny him all kinds of 
amufement. I would have him indulge himfelf in 
moderate pleafures, and take care of his fortune, 
provided that he does the one without diffipation, 
and the other without difhonour.. It is one of thofe 
advantages that attends a difpofition not prone to 
expence, and fond of regularity, that he who is 
poflefied of it, if he lives long, finds himfelf infen- 
fibly in affluent circumftances. To have made a 
fortune, a phrafé that has fo hateful a found, be- 


caufe, when it is applied to a man of bufinefs, it 


commonly means nothing but injuftice, oppreffion, 
and cruelty ; and when applied to a courtier, nothing 
but mean tricks, defpicable flattery, cringing fervi- 
lity, and even at fome times knaveries and treachery, 
is nothing more than a natural confequence, and 
even an att of virtue, where all fee that the fortune 
is only the reward of labour, or an honeft recom- 
pence of good actions: that I may not be aig 
i Wi 
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1598. Iwill add, that this ought to appear fo clearly as to 
rm force our greateft enemies to fee it and confefs it *. 


It ought therefore to be an eftablifhed rule, that 
every man who undertakes the management of the 
finances, or any other part of the miniftry, fhould 
make, and renew from time to time, a kind of ac- 
knowledgement of the ftate of his income; that is, 
that upon his entrance into the miniftry he fhould 
draw up an exact and particular memorial of his 
prefent pofieffions, and upon his leaving it give in 
another in the fame form; fo that whatever altera- 
tions have happened in his fortune may be known 
to others as well as himfelf. I have already taken 
care to give the public an account of every augmen- 
tation of my fortune, and each new dignity that was 
conferred upon me, according to the different peri- 
ods of time when they happened, and I fhall ftill 
continue this method : but as I look upon this affair 
to be fubject to calculation, I am going to put every 
one into a way of doing it himfelf, and fhall fhew 
it completely done at the end of thefe Memoirs. 

My father’s eftate being equally divided between 
me and the only remaining brother out of four that 
I had, my fhare of it, joined to my wife’s fortune, 
which was ten thoufand livres, amounted only to 
fifteen or fixteen thoufand livres a year; and as it 
increafed but very little during five and twenty years 
when the king had no means 5 of rewarding his {er 
vants, this was my whole income when the: revenues 
of the {tate were committed to my care. I am fen- 
fible that there are many perfons who would blufh to 
make fuch a confeffion; but for my part I have al- 


* A great part of the maxims 
which fill up chap. 8. part 1. of the 
political teftament of the cardinal 
de Richelieu, that treats both of 
the council and counfellors of the 
King, is evidently taken from this 
and many other places of M. de 
Sully’s Memoirs ; and chiefly what 


he fays of the four qualities requi- 


I 


fite to conftitute a perfeët counfel- 
lor, to wit, capacity, fidelity, cou- 
rage or refolution, and application. 
I fhall have occafion in what fol- 
lows to make fome remarks upon 
that which feems overftrained in 
the maxims and manners of M. de 
Sully, with regard to <n is called 
luxury. 


ready 
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ready faid, that in this refpeét I fee only one thing 1598. 
that ought to give occafion for a blufh, which is, vs 


the infamy of poffeffing riches either ill or doubtful- 
ly acquired: I have neither the reproach of extorti- 
on, confifcation, or unwarrantable profits to appre- 
hend ; all that I added to my firft fortune arofe merely 
from the king’s bounty to me, fo that I owe all to 
one God, and one matter. 

What I had been able to add to my fortune till the 
prefent year 1598, amounted to the following fums, 
an appointment of two thoufand livres a year as coun- 
fellor of Navarre; as much as counfellor of ftate, 
with a penfion of three thoufand fix hundred livres, 
which the king annexed to this poft: my falary as 
member of the council, having been augmented by 
degrees, and in proportion to the fervices the king 
found he received from me, was, at this time, brought 
to twenty thoufand livres: the king doubled my 
company of gendarmes, which at firft only confifted 
of fifty men, and after it was incorporated with that 
_of the queen, of which I was made captain-lieute- 
nant, the pay amounted to five thoufand liyres: the 
king made me likewife honorary * counfellor of the 
parliament of Paris, but without any income. It 
was at this time, that Chauvelin the younger had the 
firft difpenfation that had been granted from the rule 
of forty days, paying for it four thoufand crowns. 
I fhall make but one article of the government of 
Mante, which had been juft then given me, and that 
of Gergeau which I had afterwards. Such was the 
{tate of my fortune at that time; the courfe of it, 
till then extremely flow, became very rapid the fol- 
lowing years, by the great offices with which his 
majefty honoured me, and by rewards fo. confider- 
able, that when I collect them together they will 


* The letters patent by which 16,1602. may be feen in the regi- 
Henry IVe made the marquis de fters of the parliament of Paris ; as 
Rofny an honorary counfellor, and alfo thé enrolment of thefe letters, 
thereby gave him a privilege of fit- and his admittance accordingly on 
ting in parliament, &c, datedMarch the 19th of March the fame year. 
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1598. make one of the moft important articles. I fhall 
WVY take into it his leaft prefents, and even thofe which 


I received from other royal perfons. Before I enter 
into the difcuffion of affairs, and account of the fi- 
nances which | have promifed, fince I have begun 
to inform the public of my perfonal character, I will 
finifh the picture by giving a detail of my public 
employments, and my whole manner of living, after 
I was in a public PAIPIOTENER this is the proper 
place for it, although, in order to fay all upon this 
head at one time, it is neceffary I fhould fuppofe my- 
felf pofñefled of all thofe poîts Fe were not given 
me till fome time after. 

Six days in the week a eouneita was held both morn- 
ing and evening; the firft and moft important was 
called the council of ftate and the finances, which. 
fingly took up the Tuefdays, Thurfdays, and Satur- 
days, by fitting both in the morning and afternoon ; 
the king was the head of i it, and was generally pre- 
fent. The dukes and peers, the officers of the crown, 
the knights of the king’s orders, or thofe who had a 
warrant from his majefty, had a feat and a voice in 
the confultations: here were received and examined 
all kinds of petitions on any occafion whatever, but 
efpecially thofe relating to the penfions of ftate, 
which from this time began to be paid with a punc- 
tuality that made them be preferred to every other 
eftablifhment, and even to landed eftates. The 
three other days of the week were likewife taken up 
morning and evening with different councils, which 
were called confeils des parties, compofed of a certain 
number of particular counfellors, where examinati- 
ons were held of things properly referred to each of 
thefe councils: if there was any controveriy, it was 
difpatched to the courts of juftice to whofe cogniz- 
ance it belonged; and care was taken that juftice 
fhould be done honeft! ly and fpeedily. 1 was a mem- 
ber of each of thefe councils, and commonly pre- 
fided in them when the king was not prefent. which 
often happened, ‘efpecially in the confeils des parties. 

I never 
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T never failed to be at the council of daté. the whole 7 598. 


bufinefs of which lay upon me: all the letters and 
petitions that were to be prefented there were ad- 
drefled to me; and as the queftions that require ge- 
neral deliberations are not very common, it often 
happened, that in communicating the affair, I deli- 
vered likewife the refolutions to be taken ; and often 
carried thither arréts ready drawn up, that every 
thing might be difpatched at one fitting; and it 
happened but very feldom that alterations were made. 
I have always laid it down as a rule, that the an- 
fwers which are given for regulating the conduct of 
perfons employed in great affairs; cannot be too ex- 
peditious, or too diftinét; all the time that is fpent 
in conteftations is loft time. | 

It may be eafily imagined how much time thefe 
employments demanded: | accuftomed myfelf to 
rife at four o” clock in the morning, both in winter 
and fummér ; and the two firft hours were taken up 
in putting in as much order as poffible thofe affairs 
that were to be each day brought upon the carpet : 
a minifter who acts otherwife will leave all things in 
confufion and perpetual diforder, by the different 
perplexities he will find himfelf involved in at laft. 
At half an hour after fix I was dreffed, and ready to 
attend the council, which began at feven, and ge- 
nerally ended at nine; and according to the impor- 
tance of the bufinefs that was tranfacted in it, at ten, 
and fometimes eleven o’ clock. It often happened 
that his majefty, inftead of coming to the council, 
would fend for me at nine or ten o’ clock, when it 
was over, and either alone, or with his two other 
minifters of ftate *, Villeroi and Sillery, walk with. 


* Thus were thofe called then, 
who fince have been intituled fecre- 
- taries of ftate: and fuch as were 
named fecretaries of ftate, as M. 
Forget, M. Lomenie, M. Beablieu- 
Rufé, and M. Potier, were properly 
no more than four fecretaries of 
the finances, or his majefty’s firft 


clerks. ‘Tho’ it appears that none 
of the three hath been called prime 
minifter of ftate, yet fo unequally 
was the diftribution of the fun@tions 


_of the miniftry made between M, _ 


de Sully and his two collegues, and 
Henry IV. gave the firft fo great a 
fhare, and fo much. authority in 


Us, 
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1598. US, acquaint us with his intentions, and give each 
ww of us orders relating to our particular employments : 
from thence I went home to dinner. 

My table generally confifted of ten covers; and 
being ferved with a moderation that was not approv- 
ed of by the lords of the court, efpecially the epi- 
cures, who make a ferious affair of refining upon 
every thing that is eat or drank, I feldom invited 
any perfons to dine with me; fo that my table was 
ufually filled only with my wife and children, or at 
moft with fome friend who was not more difficult to 


be pleafed than myfelf. 


Frequent attempts were 


made to alter my conduct in this refpect, but I al- 
ways replied to any reproaches of that kind, in the 
words of an ancient, That if the guefts were wife 
there’was fufficient for them; if they were not, I 
could fuffer the want of their company without 


trouble. 


When dinner was over, I went into my great hall, 


where it was known that I regularly gave audience, 


and therefore at that hour always full: every one 
was admitted, and had free audience; the reply was’ 


no lefs fpeedy: herein my particular tafte a 
perfectly with his majefty’s intention. 


greed 


I began with 


the ecclefiaftics of both religions : the country people, 
who remained laft, were kept but a little time in 


expectation. 


bufinefs before I retired ; 


I took care to difpatch every one’s 


and even fent for thofe 


who, ftaying in the court or the garden, had fufier- 


ed the hour to flip. 


If the affair that was propofed 


to me was equitable, and depended upon me, I pro- 
mifed in two words the execution of it ; if otherwife, 


J civilly chid the propofer, and honeftly forbore to 


what belonged to their province, 
that we may fay he was, in effect, 
prime minifter, only that he had 
not the name: this title was not 
at that time much in ufe; for the 
chancellor Du Prat, under Francis]. 
the conitable de Montmorency,un- 


der Henry WW, &t, did not bear it, 


tho” they folely pofieifed the cona- 


dence of their mafters. M. de Vil- 
leroi was at the head of foreign ~ 
affairs, having alfo the prefident 
Jeannin for his collegue. M. de 
Sillery and Bellievre, who became 
chancellor fome little time after, 
had the management of all dome- 
ftic affairs, 


meddle 
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meddle with it: if it appeared doubtful, or com- 1598. 
plicated, I called an intendant, or one of my fe- "VV 


cretaries, to whom I gave the papers that led to an 
explanation of it. And fuch was my management, 
that the affair was totally difpatched within a week, 
if I had promifed it; and let the bufinefs be ever 
fo much perplexed, the council before whom it was 
laid always difpatched it within the month. 

As to the other councils, which were held on 
Mondays, Wednefdays, and Fridays, I affifted at 
them likewife as long as I could, before the increafe 
of my employments had likewife increafed my bu- 
finefs, and even afterwards ; but when the direction 
of the marine, artillery, fortifications, buildings, 
bridges, and caufeys, were entrufted to me only, to 
which muft be added the affairs of my governments, 
I was obliged to apply to this bufinefs in the place 
of the other; and to devote the mornings of thefe 
three days tothe difpatch of bufinefs relating to thefe 
offices, becaufe his majefty thought them of confe- 
quence enough, efpecially that of furveyor-general 
of the high-ways, and fuperintendant of the forti- 
fications and works, to be prefent at the clearing the 
accounts of each of thefe bodies of people, which 
was done in the prefence of the governors and other 
officers, who were called together in a body on thefe 
occafions: notwithftanding this, I did not neglect 
the other councils, but took care to be prefent when 
any important affair was debated, efpecially when it 
related to war. 

I regulated my time in fuch a manner, that I had 
ftill leifure enough for thofe other affairs, and alfo for 
many more which I have not yet mentioned. The 
extraordinary and.unforefeen bufinefs | was engaged 
in, the converfations | had with his majefty, the 
orders and letters I received from him, may be ima- 
gined by a general declaration, that this prince not 
only informed me of whatever happened to him, 
but allo entrufted me with his moft bs af- 
: . fairs, 


224 


ME MOIR S Book X} 


2508. fairs *, his fecrets, defions, reflexions, private diftem- 
59 g P 
vs, pets, pleafures, domeftic uneafinefies, fears, hopes, 


amours, friendfhips, and difgufts; in a word, all - 
was confided to my fidelity ‘and difcretion, terms 
which I am juftly entitled to make ufe of. In all 
thefe moments, to comply with the king’s defires 
and occafions, there was an abfolute neceffity to lay 
afide the moft preffing bufinefs, to invent fchemes, 
to go upon private errands, reer He letters, and un- 
dertake journeys; by all which, the affairs of the. 
ftate would have been injured, if by giving the 
night as well as the day to thefe accidental employ- 
ments, which were not regulated by months, days, 
or hours, an extreme diligence in refuming thofe 
affairs that had been interrupted by them, had not 
reftored every thing to its proper flate. 

One is furprized, in giving this detail, how, with 
fuch an exact economy of time, there thould re- 
main fo little for affairs merely domeftic : the few” 
moments I could {pare for them, I was never able 
to find but in one of the afternoons of thofe fame 
three days; and thefe I fnatched by intervals. It 
was necefiary therefore that my wife fhould accuftom 
herfelf to do all that I was not abfolutely obliged to. 
do; otherwife I muft have relied upon people of 
bufinels, or upon my domeftics. 

As to amufemerts, and hours of eafe ad re- 
frefhment, which were neceffary to foften the fa: 
tigue of fuch extreme application to bufinefs, they 
were regulated with as much exanefs as my moit 
ferious affairs; but, like them, fubject to frequent 
interruptions : when, by 8 good fortune, this did not 
happen, I had nooccafion to go out of the arfenal 
to find them ; for it was in cé caftle that I refided 
from the time I was made grand matter till the 


. * © Never any minifter had the ‘ tivity, continual sd to 
* confidence of his mafter more ‘* bufinefs, and difinterefiednefs in. 
“* entirely than this had: and ne: ‘* every thing that related to the. 
‘ver was any more worthy of it, % king’s fervice,’. &c. Hift. de + 
‘ton account of his fidelity, ac- Franc de Chalons, tom, Il, p.255. 
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death of my king, which gave me up to the tran- 15084 
quillity of a private life. The exercifes of the ar- Ur 


fenal; which was an excellent fchool for young 
people, gave the greateft relief to my mind, efpe- 
cially when I faw my children, my fon-in-law, my 
relations and. friends, mingled together: the good 
company which appeared in the afternoon at that 
little rendefvous, the exultations which were often 
heard, the air of gaiety without effeminacy, and 


of pleafure without negligence, which appeared. 


there, is, of all things which I know, moft pro- 
per to relieve a mind to which, by long habit of la- 
bour, all the amufements of mere idlenefs have been 
made infipid. In whatever manner I fpent the af- 
ternoon, when the hour of fupper arrived, I ors 
dered all my doors to be fhut, and no perfon to be 
fuffered to enter, unlefs he came from the king. 
From this hour, till I returned to bed, which I ai- 
ways did at.ten o’clock, there was no longer any 
mention of bufnefs, all was eafe, mirth, and fo- 
cial joy, with a fmall number of good and agreeable 
friends. % 
The office of prime minifter, though at all times 
laborious, is not*always loaded with the fame dif- 
ficulties; and the good fortune of thofe is to be en+ 
vied, who are called to it at a conjuncture when 
the whole ftream of affairs having for many years 


run on in a calm and regular courfe, they haveno- 


thing to do but fit quietly at the helm, content 
themfelves with a general infpection, and leave the 
reft to be performed by that great number of per- 
fons who. act under their order. This advantage I 
never enjoyed, as may be perceived by what I have 
had occafion to fay of it at different times; and, 
not to touch yet upon the affairs of the finances, 
which was at that time an ocean without bottom or 
 fhore, I defire the reader juft to caft a look upon 
the different perplexities which muft be met with, 
without examining foreign affairs; a cabal of dif- 
affected people to watch narrowly, and, if poffible, 

Vou, Il. Q to 
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to break ; a religious difpute to terminate, a‘ power. 
general fubordination and’ 
fcheme of government to eftablifh and-caufe to be 
obferved. Things were in fucha ftate, that of all 
thofe officers of war and-police, of the firances;. ju- 
dicature, and the king’s houfhold, of penfioners, 
and thofe that received. falaries from. the ftate, no- 
thing more was known than that their number was 
infinite, and that there was a neceffity for learning 
their names, and marking them all in a sheen iy 
order to fupprefs part of. them.. 

The affairs of war were in the utmoft difoider, 
the regulation of which did not, as may poffibly be 
thought, depend upon the difbanding part of the 
troops ; there was a neceflity for taking eognifance 
of all the towns and fortrefles; moft of which were 


Jo near deftruétion, that upon this account, as well 


as to leffen the number of garrifons that were: fup- . 
ported in France, thefe that were ufelefs were to be 
demolifhed ; which could not: however be done till: 
after the death of thofe perfons from whom it would 
have heen dangeTons to take away the governments 


of them. 


The marine alone might have furnifhed bufinefs 
enough for one minifter fora great number of years; 
for this part of the ftate, which requires fo much 
application, does not make a very rapid progrefs ; 
it can be derived only from that quiet and fplen- 
dor which a kingdom gains by peace and a good go- 
vernment *. It is not to be imagined to what a de- 
eree the marine, and the commerce that depended 
on it, had been neglected in France. I agreed with 
the king, that this eftablifhment fhould be begun at 
the foundation; that the fea-coaftsfhould be vifited, 
and ‘ports examined, in erder to take meafures for 


* A nation muft be very ‘ed more in force than in enfant 

.powerful, fays cardinal Riche- Tefiiment politique de ce cardinal, 
lieu, after M, de Sully, to pre- part. II. chap. ix. § 5, 6. Cardinat 
tend to this inheritance, (the D’Offat, in feveral of his letters; 
poffeffion of the fovereignty at advifes Henry IV. to put his marine 


_ FF fea) the titles to it being found- on a new footing, 
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repairing them. ‘That the fame ought to be done 1598. 
with thofe few difabled veñels and galleys that UN | 


were yet to be found, till new ones could be built ; 
after which, officers fhould be appointed, and failors 
and pilots fought for, who might be ftimulated to 
_ laduftry by rewards: in a word, to fpare a longer 
detail, that an abfolutely new marine fhould be 
created. ae 

- Ail this could not be performed but by degrees, 
and alittle at a time. ‘The finances being that part 
of the body of the ftate which was moft difeafed, 
required affiftance firft: the greatnefs of the evil 
maybe imagined, by an inventory of the fums 
which were drawn from the exchequer to bring over 
the heads and other principal members and cities of 
the league to the king’s party. This inventory has 
fomething curious enough; it amounted to more 
than thirty-two millions of livres, and is as fol- 

lows *, 3 : | 

* To the duke of Lorrain and other perfons com- 
prehended in his treaty, three million feven hundred 
fixty-fix thoufand eight hundred and twenty-five 
livres: To the duke of Maïenne and others com- 
prehended in histreaty, together with two regiments 
of Swifs, whom the king took upon himfelf to 
pay, three million five hundred and eighty thoufand 
livres: To the duke of Guife and others compre- 
hended in his treaty, three hundred and eighty-eight 
thoufand livres: To the duke of Nemours and 
others, three hundred and feventy-eight thoufand 


livres: ‘To the duke of Mercœur, for Blavet and 


other® towns of Brittany, four million two hundred 
ninety-five thoufand three hundred and fifty livres : 
To the duke D’Elbcoeuf, for Poitiers, &c. nine 
hundred and feventy thoufand eight hundred and 
twenty-four livres: To meffieurs de Villars and the 
chevalier D’Oife, for Rouen and Havre, compre- 


* * Here the old Memoirs have an error, in the calculation, of about 
one hundred thoufand livres, 
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hending likewife the indemnifications granted to the 


+ ‘duke of Montpenfier, marechal Biron, the chan- 


cellor, &c. three million four hundred feventy-feven 
thoufand eight hundred livres: To the duke d’E- 
pernon and others, four hundred and ninety-fix 
thoufand livres : For the reduction of Marfeilles, 
four hundred fix thoufand livres: To the duke of 
Briffac, for Paris, &c. one million fix hundred nine- 
ty-five thoufand. four hundred livres: To the duke 
of Joyeufe, for ‘Touloufe, &c. one million, four 
hundred and feventy thoufand livres : To monfieur 
dŒ LA Chatre, for Orleans,: Bourges, &c. eight 
hundred ninety-eight thoufand nine hundred livres : 
To meffeurs de Villeroi and d’Alincourt, for Pon- 
toife, &c. four hundred feventy-fix thoufand five 
hundred and ninety-four livres: To monfieur. de 
Bois-Dauphin and others, fix hundred and feventy- 
eight thoufand eight hundred livres : To monfieur 
de Balagny, for Cambray, &c.. eight hundred. and 
twenty-eight thoufand nine hundred and thirty livres: 
To meffieurs de Vitry and de Medavy, three hun- 
dred and eighty thoufand livres: To the fieurs Vi- 
dame d'Amiens, d’Etournelle, marquis de Trenel, 
Seffeval, du Pêche, Lamet, &c. and for the cities 
of Amiens, Abbeville, Peronne, Coucy, Pierre- 
font, &c. one million two hundred fixty-one thou- 
fand eight hundred and eighty livres: To the fieurs 
de Bellan, Quionville, Joffreville, Du-Péche, &c. 
and for Troyes, Nogent, Vitré, Chaumont, Ro- 
croy, Chateau- Porcien, &c. eight hundred thirty 
thoufand and forty-eight livres: To meffieurs de 
Rochefort, and for Vezelay, Macon, Mailley, &cc. 
four hundred fifty-feven thoufand livres: “Fo mef- 
fieurs de Canillac, d’Achion, Lignerac, Monfan, 
Fumel, &c: and for the city Du Puy, &c. five hun-. 


dred. forty-feven thoufand livres : ‘To meffieurs de. 


Monpezat and de Montefpan, &c. and. for feveral 

cities of Guienne, three hundred and ninety thou- 

fand livres: For Lion, Vienne, Valence, and.other 

cities of Dauphiny, fix hundred. and Pi 
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find eight hundred livres: To the fieurs Daradon, 159 8. 
La-Pardieu, Bourcanny, Saint-Offange, for Dinan, Ur 


‘&c. oné hundred and eighty thoufand livres : Tothe 
fieurs de Levifton, Baudoin, and Beauvillers, one 
hundred and fixty thoufand livres. … 

I fhould terrify my readers were I to fhew them 
‘that this fum made up but a fmall part of that which 
was demanded from the exchequer, both for the 
French and foreigners, under the title of pay, pen- 
fions, loans, arrears, &c. and that the total’of ail 
thefe fums, after making fome deductions, amount- 
ed, by the computation I made, to near three hun- 
dred and thirty millions of livres: this calculation J 
would lay down here, but that I think it will appear 
more properly when I fhall treat of the difcuffion 
of all thefe particulars, 

Here was a large field difplayed for the labours 
of à fuperintendant of the finances; but the diffi- 
culty was, where to begin ; the exorbitancy of the 
{tate debts demanded an increafe of the taxes; but 
the general poverty a diminution of the old: and 
every thing being well confidered, I even found it 
for the intereft of the prince, that the cries of the 
public mifery fhould be heard. It is not poffible to 
give a juft idea of the dreadful condition to which 
the provinces were reduced, efpecially thofe of Dau- 
phiny, Provence, Languedoc, and Guienne; the 
theatres of long and bloody wars and outrages, by 
which they were wholly exhaufted. I granted, over 
the whole kingdom, a remiffion of the remainder 
of the fubfidies of 1596, which were yet to pay *; 
a proceeding that neceffity, as well as charity and 
juftice, demanded. . This gratuity, which gave the 
people time to breathe again, was the lofs of twen- 
ty millions to the king; but it facilitated the pay- 


* Together with the arrears of of which bonds, according to Le 
preceding years, for which private Grain, liv. vil. being feven years 
perfons had given their bonds to “backwards, were declared null and 
the. receivers of the taxes; fome void, 
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1598. ment of the fubfidies of 1597, which had been — 
y ‘otherwife morally impoffible. 


After -this relief I endeavoured to procure the 
country people as many more favours as I was able, 
being ftrongly perfuaded, that it could not be the 
fum of thirty millions, which was raifed every year 
in a kingdom fo rich and of fuch extent as France, 
that could reduce it to the condition I now faw it 
in; and that the fums made up of extortions and 
falfe expences, muft certainly infinitely exceed thofe 
which were brought into his majefty’s coffers, 1 
took the pen, and refolved to make this immenfe 
calculation. I faw, with a horror which gave new 
force to my zeal, that for thefe thirty millions that 
were given to his majefty, there were drawn from 
the purfes of the fubjects, I almoft bluth to fay it, 
one hundred and fifty millions *: the thing appeared 
to me fo incredible that | could not believe it, till 
with great induftry I convinced myfelf it was true. 
After this, I was no longer ignorant from whence 
the calamity of the people proceeded, at a time 
when, although commerce was interrupted, induftry 
ftopped or perfecured, the farms neglected and with- 
out value, and every other kind of wealth diminifhed 
in proportion, they had been obliged to furnifh a 
fam fo much beyond their abilities, which had been 
forced from them with the utmoft violence. 


* This fum, exorbitant as it is, ‘ with prodigality here. She lofes 
will not, however, appear exag- ‘* more, in my opinion, than thofe 
gerated, if we confider, that be- ‘* kingdoms that pretend to rival 
fides the ordinary expences of levy- % her lay out in their ordinary dif- 
ing it, which wereat that time ex- ‘“ burfements.”” Upon this he re- 


ceffive, the people had ftill a great 
number of other impofitions and 
exactions to hear. “For France 
** would become too rich, fays 
$t cardinalRichelieu,Teft. pol. part 
< JE, chap. 9. § ji and the peo- 
¢* ple be in too fiourifhing a con- 
‘€ dition, if the public money, 
# which other ftates expend with 
e ceconomy, were not fquandered 


lates a good faying of a Venetian 

ambaffador ; to wit, that to render. 
France happy, he withed no other, 

than that fhe knew as well how to 

expend the money fhe fquandered - 
without reafon, 2s his republic did. 
not to fpend one fingle farthing 
without occafion and the greatelt 
good hufbandry, 
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~Ithen applied my cares to the authors:of this 1598. 
eppreffion, who were the governors and other offi- “=~ 


cers of the army, as well as the civil magiftrates 
and officers of tthe revenue; who all, even to the 
meaneft, abufed, in an enormous manner, the au- 
thority theit employments gave them over the peo- 
ple: and I caufed an arret. of council to be drawn 
up, by which they were forbid, under great penal- 
ties, to exact any thing from the people, upon what 
title foever, without a warrant in form, beycnd 
what they were obliged to on account of their fhare 
of the tallies and other fubfidies fettled by the king ; 
the treafurers of France being enjoined to give in- 
formation of all contrary practices, on pain of being 
anfwera le for them themfelves. A 

This arret was a check to the greedinefs of all 
thefe petty extortioners, but raifed a furious refent- 
ment in them againft me; and notwithftandingthere 
was fomething fhameful in expreffing.it, yet many 
of them made loud complaints of me, as if I had 
in reality ftripped them of their lawful poffeffions. 
The duke d’Epernon was the firft who explained 
himfelf -on this head, and ventured to come to a 
quarrel .with me aboutit : the mortification he had 
fuffered had not leffened the fiercenefs and infolence 
of his temper. The Provençals had often bleffed 
the moment when he quitted their province: no 
people could be more miferable than his vafials, 
and thofe that were too near neighbours to his lands; 
the raifed every year at their expence, a revenue of 
above fixty thoufand crowns. 

The members of the council, to whom this arret 
gave as much pain as to.the duke d’Epernon, in- 
formed him of the day when it was to be pafieds 
“and he flattered himfelf he fhould be able to pre- 
‘vent it. Accordingly he came and took his feat in 
‘the council * ; and addreffing himfelf to me, made 


* The quarrel which is here .cellor’s, where the council was 
fpoken of happened on Monday the held. ‘The duke d’-Epernon.hay- 
26th of Ofober, 1598, atthe chan- ‘ ing told M, de Rofny that he 
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1598. a comparifon, with great arrogance and'contémpt, 
UN of the manner in which he fupported the honour of 
his name, with that in which | difgraced mine, by 
the new trade | had taken up. To this imperti- 


a 


< was not obliged to wait upon 
‘ him at his houfe, valuing his 
** quality at a very high rate; the 
$* latter made anfwer, with an air 
s€ of rodomontade, That he was 
“6 defcended from one of the old- 
** eftfamiliesin France. Yes, Sir, 


~ € replied the duke.d’ Epernon, if 


s* you willallow that there is fome 
‘€ difference betwixt you and me: 
** Having mentioned his fword, 
‘ and taken occafion to raife the 
#£ profeffion of arms above all o- 
‘€ thers, M. de Rofny returned, 
€* That he likewife had a fword, 
€ and knew how to ufeit. To 
“€ which the duke d’ Epernon re- 
** plied, That he did not doubt 
*€ that, The chancellor then in- 
#€ terpofing pacified them: where-~ 
** upon they began to talk a little 
«* more cooly ; when M, de Rof- 
“ny, refuming the difcourfe, faid 
“ to him, Sir, you have treated 
‘€ me as if I were fome petty tax- 
“€ gatherer. No, replied the duke 
* dq’ Epernon, you will find, that 
s* Jam not come hither to give you 
** any opprobrious language. I 
** am not a perfon to be ufed fo, 
&* fays M. de Rofny, interrupting 
<< him: fuch treatment I would 
6 not bear from any man alive. 
© Fdid not intend any affront, fays 
# the duked’ Epernon. Iam glad, 
€ returns M. de Rofny, affeéting 
ff to take his antagoniit’s laft 
‘** words as an apology, that you 
** did not affront me. I give no- 
** body any affront, replied the 
€ duke d’ Epernon ; and were e- 
€* ven that the cafe, ] carry about 
# me what will give fatisfaction to 
# perfons of my own rank, and 
€ to others according to their fta- 
** tions. It was, probably, after 
** thefe laft words, , which were 
4 very provoking, 
fe thein clapt their hands to the 


“hilts of their fwords. The 
*¢ chancellor and the other coun- 
“€ fellors had often interpofed, and 
‘ at length parted them.” The — 
8o05sth volume of MSS. de la Bi- 
bliot, du Roi, from which I take 
thefe particulars almoft word for 
word, relates them, with fome 
other fimilar circumftances, to fhow 
the hafty and proud temper of the 
duke de Sully: and at the fame 
time the whole of this account is 
given us in fuch a manner as is not 
at all favourableto him. Le Grain 
has alfo this faé in his eye in what 
Tam going to quote. But tho’ he 
agrees, that a minifter ought, a- 
bove all things, to have a great 
regard for moderation, yet he can- 
not forbear juftifying M, de Sully: 
‘€ How was it poffible, fays he, 
that he fhould retrench fo many 
penfions and falaries of officers 
who did no fervice for them, 
refafe fo great a number of per- 
fons that preffingly claimed and 
demanded rewards, and have a 
watchful eye over the many 
counfels that .were given the 
** grandees of the kingdom, which 
** counfels he often turned to the 
king’s advantage, and to their 
“ great diffatisfaétion, without be- 
ing invefted with a very exten- 
** five authority, and fhewing at 
the fame time a lofty fupercilicus 
‘ carriage ? The king too would 
“have it fo, to the end that all 
** might be on an equal footing, 
“ till he had difcharged his duty 
** towards his kingdom and en- 
“ riched it : for which reafon fub- 
se jets ought not to murmur, 
“ Andin as much as the king tef- 
‘* tified his approbation. of all M. 
© de Sully’s ations, when his mae 
ff jefty declared to fome of the 
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that both of” great ones that wanted to quar- 


‘€ rel with him, that he himfelf 
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nence I replied without any equivocation, by declar= 1598. 
ing to him, that every way I thought myfelf atleaft wwe 


his equal. This plainnefs threw d’Epernon into a 
rage, inftead of that infulting calmnefs he had af- 
. fected at firit ; and he proceeded to menaces, which 
I heard with no more patience than the reft. I an 
fwered him with great fpirit : he repliedin the fame 
manner: and, without further explanation; each 
of us laid his hand on his fword. If the perfons 
who were prefent had not thrown themfelves between 
us, and forced us to go out of the council at op- 
pofite doors, a very uncommon {cene would have 
been acted in the place where this debate happened. 
Our quarrel being related to the king, who was then 
at Fontainebleau, his majefty was fo well pleafed 
with the zeal which on this occafion I. fhewed fot 
juftice, that he wrote to me that fame hour with 
his own hand; and praifing my conduct, offered 
to be my fecond againft d’Epernon, to whom he 
faid he would fpeak in fuch a manner, as to pre- 
vent him for the future from giving me any more 
infults of that kind. D’Epernon perceiving the 
king was greatly offended with him for this pro- 
ceeding, afked my pardon in-the prefence of his 
majefty, who obliged us to embrace each other. 
Befides thofe revenues which the princes of the 
blood, with the king’s fifter at their head, and the 
officers of the crown had contrived for themfelves, 
the people were farther incommoded by the man- 
ner of their collecting the revenues. There was not 
one of thefe perfons who was not a penfioner of the 
king, under the title of their employments, rewards, 


‘would be his fecond; we are conduét, and that of his minifter, 
* not at liberty to canvafs fuch ‘ that this treafure may be pré. 
“* proceedings, nor injure his ma- % ferved with the fame care that 
‘-jefty’s memory after his death, ‘it has been acquired,” liv. vii. 
“nor the duke de Sully’s honour J thought this remark neceflary to 
‘© during his life, feeing he ated be made, -as in the fequel of thefe 
“ nothing but for the fervice of his Memoirs I fhall adduce a great ma- 
“© mafter,—— God grant,’? adds ny other examples, like thedifpute 
this writer, after fhewing the wif- we have juff now feen mentioned, 
dom and neceffity of the king’s 
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1598. gratuities, or treaties made with his majefty on their 
iv returning to their obedience to him ; and, by an ef- 


fect of the licentioufnefs of the paft times, it was cuf- 
tomary for thefe officers, inftead of addreffing them- 
felves to the treafurer of the exchequer for the pay- 
ment of their penfions, to pay themfelves out of 
the produce of the farms upon which they had af- 
fignments ; fome upon the tailles, fome on the ex- 
cife, others upon. foreign commodities, the crown 
lands, five large farms, efcheats, tolls of rivers, 
comptables de Bourdeaux, patents of Languedoc, 
Provence, &c. The king had no other means of 
paying more confiderable debts which he had con- 
tracted with foreign princes, namely, the king of 
England, the count Palatine, the duke of Wirtem= 
berg, the duke of Florence, the Swifs Cantons, — 
the republic of Venice, and the city of Strafbourg. 

His majefty paid in the fame manner thofe penfions 
that policy required he fhould allow foreign princes 
and communities ; for France has always made her- 
felf a voluntary debtor to all Europe: from whence 
it happened, that all thefe different creditors fet up 
new farms for their profit, in the midft of the king’s; 
they had their commiffaries and accountants. among 
thofe of his majefty’s, and who applied themfelves 
with equal induftry to pillage the people. | Certain- 
ly there never was a more dangerous, and at the fame 
time a more fhameful abufe, that every one, and. 
particularly foreigners, fhould be thus fuffered to 
concern themfelves with the revenues of the ftate ; 
and monopolifers of all nations multiply ufuries 
and extorfions in the moft audacious manner *, and, 

with impunity, arrogate to themfelves part of the 
royal authority. 


* This abute muft have drawn 
after it fome confequences of fo 
ruinous a nature, that we cannot 
too much blefs the memory of him 
‘who had the courage to charge 


himfelf withthe public odium, oa- 


tirely to extirpate it; inftead of 
accufing him of a haughty behavi- 
our and ftern temper, without 
which it would have been impoffi- 


ble for him to have accomplithed it. 


No- 


Book X. Qe Sp Uy) LALAYAr 335 

. Nothing feemed to me more neceffary than to : 598. 
ftrike fuddenly at the root of this evil, by a fecond us 
declaration;. in which all the foreigners, and natives, 

rinces of the blood, and other officers, were for- 
biden, on pretence of any. claim, title, or debr 
whatever, to levy money upon the farms, and other 
revenues of the {tate ; and were enjoined to apply 
to the exchequer only for the payment of their pen- 
fions, arrears, &c. I faw, unmoved, the ftorm 
which fuch a declaration could not fail of raifing 
againit me: in effect, the arret was no fooner pub- 
Jifhed, than every place refounded with the clamours 
of the lords, and chief gatherers of taxes; from 
whofe complaints and exclamations, it fhould feem 
that they had been reduced to beggary, when they 
were only brought back to the conditions of their 
original agreement, and had their payments tranf- 
ferred to different funds. The king, who had great 
fenfibility in his temper, was moved at thefe com- 
plaints, and could not fuppofe them to be fo unrea- 
fonable as they were ; he was apprehenfive that my 
zeal had probably carried me to commit fome im- 
prudence ; he therefore fent for me, and as foon as 
I approached, ‘‘ Ah! friend, faid: he to me, what 
** have you done? ” 

It was not difficult for me to convince his majefty, 
that I had acted upon principles of juftice and re- 
gularity ; that it was not fit his finances fhould have 
any longer fo many mafters, nor fo many different 
mortgages ; that the farms would produce him an 
income twice as great, as foon as their value fhould 
be raifed by being in his hands, and that this pro- 
fit had not before accrued to the different proprie- 
tors, but to their agents and clerks; and laftly, 
that whenever this was done, it was not depriving 
them of what was their own, but taking away pro- 
fits which they had no right to, The king com- 
prehended, the juftnefs of this proceeding, but he 
was perplexed about the difcontent he mutt necefla- 

filly give to Sir Thomas Edmonds, agent to the 
a ipa queen 


à 
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1598. ‘queen of England; a certain German, factor to | 
wy the duke of Wirtemberg ; Gondy, farmer to the | 
duke of Florence ; and laftly, the conftable, his | 
godfather, the moft diftinguifhed perfons in his — 

coutt, and his own fifter. ! 

I -intreated his majefty to fend for fome of them, 
to whom I might fpeak in his prefence. The con- 
ftable was but juft gone out of his apartment: he 
was called back : ** Well, godfather, faid the king 
* to him, what complaint have you againft Rof- 
“ ny ?”==“*T complain, fays he, that he has put 
** me upon the level with the common people, by | 
taking from me a poor little affignment which I 
*¢ had in Languedoc upon a tax, of which nothing 
** ever came to you.” I anfwered the conftable with 
great civility, that I fhould be the firft to acknow- 
ledge myfelf guilty, if it had been my defign that 
he fhould lofe any thing: I afked him what profit 
he made of this impoft, knowing well that he was 
one of thofe perfons from whom the contractors ex- 
acted the higheft price for their fervices. Monfieur 
de Montmorency anfwered my queftion; and | af- 
fured him, that he might depend on being paid the 
whole fum. ‘“*’Tis well, faid he; but who will 
‘< promife me that I fhall be paid exactly as I now 
am?” ‘TI will, replied I, and will give you 
“ his majefty for fecurity, who fhall never turn … 
“€ bankrupt, I promife you, at leaft if he fuffers 
# me to manage his revenues as I propofe to do ; 
‘ and I will be counter-fecurity to him, becaufe I 
*¢ expect, chat if I make him rich, he will be fo 
< kind to me that I fhall never break.” 

The conftable, who was a plain honeft man, was 
pleafed with my anfwer, and fincerely approved my 
fentiments; he even confeffed to me, that he had 
Jet out the impoft in queftion for only nine thou- 
fand crowns a year, out. of which he was obliged 
to give two thoufand tothe treafurer, ‘* All this I 
-* know, replied I, and I am refolved to give you 
“ the nine thoufand crowns entire; yet the ge 
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«¢ fhall have eighteen thoufand, and there will full 1598... 
Se remain four thoufand for me.” The conftable, "VV, 


| was amazed; he was not willing to own he had 
~ been fo. greatly impofed upon; while the king in the 
mean time laughed. heartily. However, the next 
day I brought a perfon to his majefty, who in his 
_ prefence took this farm at fifty. thoufand crowns, 
in the name of the ftates of Languedoc. The king 
offered to.affign me, upon this fum, the four thou- 
fand crowns, which 1 had only propofed in jet. I 
refufed it, and told his majefty, that the diforder in 
the finances, which I was endeavouring to remedy, 
having moîftly. proceeded from the eafy. temper of 


the. deceafed kingy in appropriating his. farms. to: 


the gratuities he beftowed on thofe about him, as 


well financers as, others, they would infallibly fall. 


again. into. the fame inconveniency, if it was not 
made. a cuftom for menof bufinefs, who ferved his: 
majefty ufefully, to receive their rewards only from 
his hands. The king agreed that I was in the right, 
and I loft nothing by it, for having procured twelve, 
thoufand crowns to be advanced upon this farm, 
he fent Beringhen with a prefent of four thoufand to 


™ 
I fatisfied all thofe perfons who were in the fame. 


fituation as the conftable; and, indeed, what could, 
be more. reafonable, than that his majefty fhould. 
himfelf receive. his, own. revenues? As for all the 
reft, whofe intereft.made, them deaf to arguments 
fo convincing, I gave myfelf no.more trouble.about: 
them. By this article, the revenues of the crown, 
had an addition of . fixty thoufand crowns. ©: : 
This trouble was flight, compared. with that-which, 
I found, in, laying-.open, the tricks of. the traders = 
the moft likely means I could think, of to accom-! 
plifhit, was to-procure fuch a, general andexaét ac- 
count of the finances as I have mentioned: but. 
here_lay the difficulty : I was; not fatisfied with that 
which I drew up, as-has.been,obferved;. in, the year. 
1596, for 2597; nor even.for the year followings 
alt 0’ 
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altho’ it was much more exact than the others, be- 


“v~ caufe I was under a neceffity of regulating my cal- 


culations according to the reports, and by the ac- 


counts of the intendants and treafurers ; from all 
whom, without exception, notwithftanding the 


caution I ufed in chufing them for this purpofe, I 


had reafon to expect artifice and fraud. I therefore 
went to work again this year: I colleéted all the 
commiffions of tailles fent to the feveral diftricts, 
and all the edicts by which money was raifed through- 
out the kingdom; to thefe | joined the tariffs made 
in confequence of thefe edicts, and the leafes and 


hig he à 
—_ ——— à 


under leafes granted by the council to the firft and” | 


fecond farmers: I compared all thefe pieces accord- 
ing to the knowledge ‘which my former work had’ 
afforded mein this matter; and at laft I thought 
that I had come for once to the bottom of the bu- 


finefs : there was fome abufes in the ordinary com- 
miffions of the tailles; thefe, however, were the 
leaft ; there were much greater in the extraordinary 
commiffions eranted before hand for the enfuing 
year; but the chief enormities appeared to arife 
from the under-leafes: the farmers that took them 
from the council, and the treafurers of France, 
whom. the farmers employed, fingered twice as 
much as had been afligned them,;. and as thefe far- 


mer-generals granted under-leafes of under-leafes, 
the feries of under-leafes proceeding without end, 
produced a multiplication of charges, endlefs like 
wife, and afforded no other. advantage than that of 
maintaining in profufion thofé who did’ nothing to 


deferve it; firft, the gentlemen of the council, 
then the farmers, and the reft of the fubordination, 


who kept the trade a profound fecret i into which ie 
had been once initiated: 

I was tranfported at this difcovery ; and by the 

authority of the king, to whom T had told it, I 


ftopt the produce of the tailles paid upon extraor- 
dinary commiffions, and, without having any re- 
gard to them, fent word to the receivers, that they 

a A | fhould 
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fhould account for it as for any other money, and 1508. 


fhould immediately remit it. I annulled for ever 
the under-leafes ; and ordered, that for the future 
every part of the revenue fhould have only one far- 
mer and one receiver. Great were the clamours on 
this occafion; but the moft difcreet amongit the 
farmers, knowing that thefe murmurs only ferved 


to make them be taken notice of, and finding that: 


by the fuppreffion of a great part of the contractors, 
places were likely to become fcarce, came in hatte’ 
to look for me, and took the fame farms again’ 
upon their own account; with this difference, that’ 


their profit came to the king, the value of the farms | 


being doubled *. 

In proportion as my work was improved by my 
experience, I brought my general ftate of the reve- 
nues towards perfection ; it then came into my mind 
to go on no longer by the forms of accounts, fuch 
as the receivers had drawn up themfelves, but to 
fend them fome contrived by myfelf; in which I 
endeavoured to have every thing clear, and drawn 
up to the minuteft particular. When they were 
returned to my hands I examined them over again 
with the utmoft accuracy, noting the flighteft in- 
advertence or omiffion; fo that there was foon no- 
thing at all left out, even in the leaft and moft ob- 
fcure parts of the revenue, becaufe every thing was 
to be juitified by the writings which I ordered to be 
brought along with it, and which I compared with 
the utmoft attention. Thus I blew up all the mines 


* Though we aremore andmore hopes to expect. We fhall have 


convinced of the juftice of this, 


occafion to enter into this matter ‘ 


to wit, that the king fhould take 
for his. own advantage all poftible 
fhare in the profits of his farms 
and other revenues ; yet we find, 
it feems, and that with fome ground 
of reafon, that fince the duke of 
Sully’s time, there has not been 
made, in this refpeét, all that pro- 
grefs which his views, and the great 
care he took, had apparently given 


a 
Fi 


at fome greater length, when our 
author comes to fpeak of the farm- 
ing of the failles, and other im- 
pofts, which is the true caufe of 
all the difficulties that are to be 
met with in attaining to the end 
he propofed, and which all the mi- 
nifters after him have endeavoured 
to reach at, 


of 


Lorna 
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1698. of the receivers,» which were very numerous, fuch 
vd as, pretended differences, bad money, drawbacks, 


immunities, privileges of office, payments of rent, 

charge of carriage, fees to judges, and cofts. of — 
auditing accounts ; all thefe, and more, were very 
commodioufly ufed to the advantage of the com- — 
miffioners, becaufe no-body had given himfelf the 
pain, to rate, according to their real value, all 
thofe particulars which, being thus {welled beyond 
their bulk, fwallowed up a great part of the fum 
received; and,the people of the council, . who 
ought to have examined them, knew the advantage 
of this jargon, So little care was taken of the ac- 
counts of the receivers, that a man often. quitted 
his employment, charged with vaft fums of ar- 
rears, which afterwards funk into oblivion... [put 
an end to this cuflom : I obliged thofe who came 
into office to enquire after the men that had gone be- 
fore them, and ufed the only method that could 
have any effect upon them. As long as any arrears 
remained, they had no other fund. for. their falaries 
and allowance. They then knew very well how to 
hinder thefe little bankruptcies,. inftead of favouring 
them, as they had hitherto done. 

Several paymafters, and particularly, thofe of the 
chamber of accounts, upon whom aflignments are 
moft frequently granted, had-the ingenuity to con- 
trive ways of tiring out thofe who. brought the: af- 
fignments, by frequent delays, till they were con- 
tent to take part of the money granted them, and 
to give an acquittance for the whole. I ordered that 
no payment fhould be kept back; and that no mo- 
ney fhould be taken for prompt payment. ‘This 
prohibition put an end to all the accounts.of the 
repayment of money payable by the precepts of the 
chamber, and to the multiplicity both of accounts 
and charges, by which the king’s money was ftolen 
to an incredible degree. From this time we had a 
clear infight into the finances, and confufion was at 


an end. | ef 
2 When 


< 
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. When the general ftate, of which I have been 1508. 
fpeaking, with the regulations and different models wan, 


were drawn up, I went to read them before the 
council, in the king’s abfence, I eafily perceived 
that my collegues were offended at my diligence, 
and at my neglecting to defire their affiftance in my 
work. However, they contented themfelves with 
anfwering me drily, and in a jefting manner, that 
my fecretaries had an eafy time of it with me:  thefe 
papers were indeed all written with my own hand *. 
But as foon as I had left them, they acknowledged 
that my labour had been infinitely great and exact; 
and that it would be in vain for the future to pretend 
to hide any thing from me. Two days after, when 
his majefty was prefent in the council, I read thefe 
papers again ; upon which he afked them their opi- 
nions of my accounts. They allowed them to be 
very right, and faid, that for a foldier I was ex- 
tremely expert in bufinefs.. I know not whether it 
was they who were the authors of a piece of flander 
that was current about that time, namely, that I 
had employed + Du-Luat to write a book, in which, 
under pretence of giving a new view of the finances, 
I railed, without charity or referve, at his majefty’s 
beft fervants. The king affured me, that all the 
endeavours of my enemies fhould never alter his 


friendfhip for me. In effect, his majefty, from 


* The prefent duke of Sully 
* preferves, as a choice curiofity, a 
great part of thefe manufcripts, 
_ with many other originals of M. 
de Rofny’s, which he takes plea- 
fure to thew to fuch as vifit him: 


he looks upon them as one of the 


principal ornaments of the mufeum 
which his tafte for the fciences in- 
duces him to augment daily : and 
thefe are, in faét, fo many glori- 
ous monuments of his illuftrious 
family. 

+ Ange Capel, the fieur Du- 
Luat. ‘There is mention made in 
vol. 8778 des Manufcrits de la Bi. 


Voz. Il. 


bliot, du Roi, of a book in which 
he gives many ufefal hints to the 
members of the council with re- 
gard to the finances: this, no 
doubt, is the book which our au- 
thor means here, : Du-Luat is re- 


prefented to us in the remarks on 
chap. ix. de laConfeffion deSancy, . 


as a quick, ready, arid agreeable 
flatterer, who in a manner be- 


witched the duke de Sully, his | 


mafter, with a genealogy, in which 
he derived his pedigree from the 
houfe of Courtenay. Journal du 
règne de Henry III, printed in 
1720, tom. IE, p.477 
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7 598. chat moment, behaved to me in fuch a manner, 28 
CV... to make me look upon him rather as a friendthan'a 
miafter; he interefted Himfelf in all my concerns, 
fhated in all my joys, and bore a part of every af- 
fiction. 
I fhouïd be doubly ungratefal if I concealed the — 
obligations lreceived from tis prince : with 
to the finances, they were not confined to the fup- 
porting all my proceedings ‘with the utmoft refelu- 
tion (as it happened when the mayor and aldermen 
of Paris refufed to communicate their accounts to 
me, under prétence that they had no connexion with 
the council of the finances) ‘nor in preventing all 
my defires, or with the géntleft goodnefs confoling 
me under difficulties, as he generally did, by pro- 
pofing himfelf for an example : ‘his knowledge and 
bis advice, efpecially in relation to the finances, had 
often been of great ufe tome; and I candidly con-« 
fefs, that without it I fhould have in vain attempted ™ 
an etiterprife fo dificult as a reformation in them: 
moit part of my defigns were hinted by him * ; and 
I keep, with the greateft care, whole memorials 
written, altho” very long, with his own hand, upon 
fabje@ts which equally employed us both. 
| PE this I ougüt to own, with. the fame fince- 
, that moft of thof ‘praifes which were given 
é‘ to The ae ARNG OF affairs in the reign of Hen- - 
ry IV. ought with juftice to.revert to him. Others 
would have ferved him with equal .abilities.and.as 
much fidelity as me; “for itnever‘happens that good 
fubjects abandon. ee ‘king; it isthe King DE a- 
bandons good fubjeéts: “Phe «great ‘difficulty will | 
rer be, to meet with'a prince, who in a .minifter — 
capable of managing: his affairs, feeks-not for one 
who will comply with ali his inclinations, and’footh 
all his paffions ; who uniting great wifdom to great ’ 
penetration, calls none to. thofe employments “bus 


Ae 


| 


- # M. de Perefixe, p. 225, like- Rhone Reed Be AR oF 
Le seigle FACE bad the Gnances, 1 
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perfons whom he knows to have as much reétitude 
as capacity; in a word, who being poffeffed of great 
abilities himfelf, has not the weaknefs to envy “that 
advantage in another. This jealoufy of merit in a 
fovereign, which fuppofes, however, that he is him- 
felf mafter of fome degree of it, creates in one fenfe 
more diforders in a ftate, than the hatred he is known 
to have of particular vices can do good. 

… When I quitted Brittany I left there reoulations 
for the finances, differing according to the nature 
and privileges of that province; and afterwards fent 
thither the fieur de Maupeou, mafter of accounts, 
as well to enforce the obfervation of them, and raife 
the value of the farms in that province, as to haften 
ithe payment of the money for which I had fettled a 
fund. I likewife fent, for the fame purpofe, Coef- 
nard, auditor of accounts, to Poictou, and Bizouz 
to Champaigne. I appointed Champigny over the 
toll of the rivers in the diftriét of Orleans and Tou- 
taine. But for this time I have faid enough of the 
finances. 

I will now proceed to incidents of another kind, 

which by their fingularity tendered this year remark- 
able. It is yet a queftion, of what nature that illu- 
ion might be which was feen fo often, and by fo 
_many perfons, in theforeft of Fontainebleau : it was 
a {pectre *, furrounded with a pack of hounds, whofe 
cries were heard, and who were feen at a diftance, 
but vanifhed when any one approached near to it. 


* Perefixe mentions this appa- 

y tition, and makes it fpeak, witha 
shoarfe and frightful voice, thefe 
_ words, Mattendex vous, or M'enten- 
dex vous, or Amendex vouss He 
_aferibes thefe vifions to the delu- 
five arts of forcerers or evil fpirits, 
ibid. part iii. Seelikewife Journal 
Henry IV, and La chronologie fep- 
tennaire, ann, 1599, where it is 
aid, that the king and his court, 
. ho laughed at this apparition as a 
fable, faw it one day diftm@ly a+ 
mong the bufhes, in the fhape of a 
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tall black man ; which fo frighteri- 
ed them, that the beft was he that 
could fhew the lighteft pair of heelsé 
P. Matthieu affures us, tom. Hie 
p. 268, that one day, at Fontaine- 
bleau, the duke of Sully, having 
heard the noife of it, came down, 
imagining it was the flamping of 
the king’s horfes, after his return 


from hunting. Bongars, epift. 1844 


ad Camerar, tells us, with an air.of 
gravity, that this was the ghoft of 
an huntfman that had been killed im 
the foref in the time of Francis I. 
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“report was fpread in Europe, that the Jews, through | 
hatred of the Chriftians, had offered the grand fig- | 
nior five hundred thoufand ducats to deftroy the ce | 
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A whale was taken on the coaft of Holland, eighty | 
feet in length *. ‘The ‘Tiber overflowed in fuch a | 


manner as to chow down a great number of houfes, 
and laid part of the city of Rome under water. An 


fepulchre at Jerufalem.» 
. But the moft interefting event, and lye which 
this year was clofed, was the death of Philip II. 


king of Spain, after fuffering, for the fpace of eight 
“or nine months, ‘fuch agonizing + torments, asa 
principle of piety only could have enabled him to» 
fupport with that patience he fhewed for fo long a | 
time: however, this heroifm of his was quite loft | 


“upon the vulgar. When they reflected, that through 


~ 


‘his avarice and ambition he had almoft drowned the © 
new world with the blood of its miferable inhabi- — 


tants, and on his own fubjeéts exercifed equal cru- 


elties, except taking away their lives, they looked | 
upon thofe infeétious ulcers with which his whole > 


body was covered, to be not fo much a natural ac- 


cident, as the effect of divine vengeance. He lefta 
will behind him, which, in my Opinion, is too CU-. 


rious a piece to be pafied over in filence; it is not 


certainly known whether he dictated it in his illnefs, 


# Seethe defcription of thismon- ‘ before his death Pannes D that 
firous fifh in the Chronologie Sep- 


- tennaire, p. 17, and the account of there continually iffued fo great 


_ # It was greater, fayshe, than any © deftroy them.” Ibid, | M, De 
_ * recorded in hiftory ; fothatthe Thou, liv. cxx. adds to this a dy= 


this overflowing of the Tiber, in ‘ a fwarm of vermin, that all the 
cardinal.d? Offat’s letters, p.365. ‘ care of his attendants could not 


‘© whole plain on which ftands the fentery, tenefmus, dropfy, &c. and 
“€ city of Rome was under watera he gives as moving a defcription of 
* pike’s height in the ftreets and the’ deplorable condition of this 
€ houfes; and that not one among prince, as of his patience and relie 
*< a hundred could go to hear mafs gious fentiments under it. Matthieu 
“€ on Chriftmas-day. This inun- fays, that he had no lefs than fever 
* dation did ineftimable damage,” fiftulas on two fingers of his right | 
&c, ‘ hand; and he afcribes this terrible | 
f ‘For two and twenty days difeafe to the debaucheries of 
ft together there was, fays Pere- youth. He died on Sunday, Sp 
€¢ fixe, a flux of blocd from all thé tember 139 4 
 veffels of his body 3 and a little 


2 an 


€ broke in his breaft, from which | 


— 
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and gave it with his own hand to his fon, or whether 4 cog 
it was found after his death, with his other private LR : 


papers, in the box that he had put into the hands of 
Chriftopher de Mora, his favourite; but this cir- 
cumftance, of fmall importance in itfelf, is likewife 


of no confequence towards proving the authenticity _ 


| of this piece, which is clear from many others. The 
copy that fell into my hands was fent me by the fame 
perfon who {ent one to the king; this was Bongars, 
his majefty’s agent to the proteftants in Germany, 
who had it from the landgrave of Heffe, and that 
prince from the cities of Venice and Genoa; and it 
is in every refpect fo exactly conformable to thofe 
which were fent into different places, that it removes 
all doubt of its being forged by fome of his catho- 
lic majefty’s enemies *. 

In this piece Philip begins with a candid enume- 
ration of ail the faults he had committed, and places 
at their head his chimerical {cheme of univerfal mo- 
narchy, the abfurdity of which he earneftly endea- 
vours to make his fuccefor fenfible of, by ‘his ex- 
ample, and by that of Charles V. his father, whofe 
inftructions he adds to his own, altho’ he confefles 
he had not profited by them. To this will he joins 
the memoirs which had been left him by that empe- 
ror}, to the end that Philip III. might always keep 
them together. The emperor Charles V. being in 
the flower of his age, and of a healthy and vigorous 


* Notwithftanding what M, de 
Sully fays here, the piece which in 
his Memoirs is intituled, Tefament 
du Roi d’ Efpagne, is neither the ge- 
nuine latter will of that prince, nor 
even a faithful extraét of it;, which 
may eafily be difcovered, by com- 
paring it with the particular and 
circumftantial one which M. De 
Thou gives us, liv. 120, But it 
might happen that this writing, 
which was likewife called, InfiruGicn 
du Roi a Efpagne à fon fils, might 
really have been a fecret, and have 
nothing more in common with the 
will and teftament of this prince, 
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than its being drawn, as is evident, 
in the fame fpirit, and in confor- 


_mity to the fame maxims, without 


the precaution that is commonly 
ufed in writings defigned to be 
made public. As to the fubftance 


thereof, itis given us in the Chro- 


nologie Septennaire, in the fame 
manner as in thefe Memoirs, only 
in a different ftyle and order. 

+ M. De Thou finds nothing in 
the laft will of Philip IT, comparable 
to the wifdom of the difpofitions, 
and the dignity of expreffion,fhewn 
in that of Charles V, 


confti- 
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1598. conftitution, mafter of Spain and Germany, covered 
LV with glory and elated with fuccefs, formed the de- 


fign of fubduing the Infidels, and reuniting all the 


' powers of Europe, as well as all the religions, to his. 


After many years fpent in fruitlefs attempts, he 
quitted his crown, and with it all his chimerical 
projects. Philip IT. his fon, fuffered himfelf to be 
taken in the fame fnare, and fucceeded ftill worfe, 
which he was defirous his fucceflor fhould know, 
The difference of religions, laws, and manners a- 
mong the Europeans; their almoft equal knowledge 
of the art of war, the great number of ftrong cities 
with which Europe is filled, and which made as 
many long and painful fieges neceflary; the incon- 
ftancy of the feveral nations, who are always ready 
to obey the firft comer, who offers to afift them in 
repelling a domination which it had taken immenfe 


À 


labours to eftablifh ; all thefe Philip reprefented as « 


unfurmountable obftacles to fo great a defign. 
He acknowledges that he had not been always of 


the fame opinion; that the impetuofity of youth had 


prevented him from making thofe prudent refleéti- 
ons at firft, and that afterwards two great victories, 
dnd the divifions which tore the kingdom of France 
to pieces, contributed to continue his infatuation, 
and to make him rejeét with difdain all the offers 
that had been made him for an advantageous peace, 
And as he thought he had reafon to fear that his fon 


would not make a better ufe of his underftanding, « 


it was by a declaration of all that a ridiculous ambi- 
tion had made him unwifely undertake, that he 
fought to cure him. 


He therefore acknowledges as a fault his having . 


endeavoured to get himfelf declared emperor of all 
the new world; he accufes himfelf of a defign to in- 


vade Italy upon frivolous pretences; to conquer the ~ 


kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, a project 
which in fix years had coft him twenty millions in 
preparations only for a fleet with which he expected 
to overwhelm this power: this was the fleet called 


- the 
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the Invincible Armado, which, however, was.re- 1 598. 
duced to nothing, at one ftroke, in 1588, as foon y 


as it fet out; to bring the Low Countries into fub- 
jection ; to overthrow the French monarchy, by 
taking advantage of the weaknefs of the laft king, 
and prevailing upon his fubjects, efpecially the ec- 
clefiaftics, to revolt; and laftly, to deprive his own 
uncle Ferdinand, and Maximilian, king of the Ro- 
mans, his nephew *, of the empire. He obferves, 
that thefe intrigues coft him above fix hundred mil- 
lions of ducats +; a proof of which, he tells his fon, 
he would find in the accounts which he left in his 

cabinet, drawn up and written by himfeif. He 
blames himfelf lefs for his profufion of money, than 
that of human blood, which he caufed to be fhed : 
and indeed the cts oe iad he makes, that he had fa- 
crificed twenty millions of men to his luft of domi- 
nion, and laid more countries wafte, than all thofe 
he pofiefied in Europe, is enough to raife horror in 
every mind not wholly divefted of humanity. 

What has been the effect of a!l this? This is the 
reflection which he propofes to his fon. Providence, 
as if it. had thought itfelf concerned to prevent fuch 
wicked defigns from fucceeding, caufed him to lofe 
Germany, by the jealoufy and ‘hatred of his own re 
lations; England, by the winds and ftorms ; Ire- 
land, by the treachery of its inhabitants, whom its 
great diftance fecured from his refentment; France, 
by the inftability of the people, and their averfion to 


aforeign domination Ÿ, and laftly, by the great qua- _ 


* Philip If. was called, The 
“€ devil of the fouth, Demonum me- 
€ ridianum, becaufe he troubled all 
“€ Europe, in the fouth of which 
 # Spain lies.” Notes fur la Hen- 
riade. 

+ P. Matthieu fays, that the In- 
dies yielded to the king of Spain 
two hundred and fixty millions 
of gold in the fpace of fixry-four 
‘years ; and that he might have con- 
quered all Turkey with that trea- 
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fure only which he fpent in Flan- 
ders. Tom. Il. liv. 2, p. 266. 

. f In the genuine latter. will of 
Philip If. is an article with regard 
to Henry IV. the omiffion of which 
in our Memoirs is fufficient to 
prove, that the piece to which this 
name is given is fuppofititious ; 
and that is, That this prince being 


‘troubled with ftrong remorfe of 


confcience for the ufurpation of the 
kingdom of Navarre, recommends 


lities 


248 


MEMOIRS 


Book X, ~ 


1508. lities of their king. So that the mighty preparations 
ns he had made, and the torrents of blood that had 


been fhed, procured him no other advantage than. 
the acquifition of the little kingdom of Portugal to $ 


his dominions. 


After this, Philip made a more particular appli- 


cation of thefe inftructions to the perfon and fituation 
of the heir to his throne; and reduced to the fol- 
lowing articles the politics from which no king of 
Spain “ought ever to depart, and Philip III. lefs than 
any other, on account of his tender age: thefe ar- 
ticles were, firft, To maintain with France the peace 


which Philip Il. himfelf hoped to have concluded 


before his death, and this as well in confideration of 


his own intereft and quiet, as out of regard to his. 


people: To keep up a good correfpondence with 
the pope, and to ftrengthen it by having always a 
great many cardinals in his intereft : To be upon 
friendly terms with the emperor and his family ; ne- 
verthelefs, not to fuffer the penfions to pafs through 
his hands, which his intereft required he fhould con- 
tinue to the electors, princes, and prelates of Ger- 
many, in order to keep them always attached to him 
by thofe largeffes ; at the fame time to take care to 
foment divifions among them, avhich would afford 
him the means of turning to his advantage thofe op- 
portunities that time might produce for acquiring: 
the empire: To be more vigilant on the fide of Ger- 
many, as there is a greater “multiplicity of interefts 
in the northern countries than in any other place. 
Poland, Denmark, and Sweden, were powers from 
which he thought there was little to be apprehended 5 
the firft, not only on account of its diftance, but 


to his fon what had been before re- 


commended to himfelf by his fa- 
ther, namely, to caufe this point to 
be carefully examined by the moft 
able lawyers, in order to reftore 
the crown to its rightful owner, if 
jt fhould come out fo, according to 
equity. Charles V. had faid as 


much to Philip II. and Ferdinand 
and Habel to Charles V.... In 
this manner to refer the executing 
of a difpofition known to be juft, 
to a fucceffor who, one might be 
affured, would pay no regard to it, 
is what M. De Thou calls an im- 
pudent trifling with the Deity. . 


becaufe 
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_ becaufe the policy of the princes its neighbours, as r59 $, 


well as its own, being miftaken, made the king of nu 


Poland rather the minifter than the matter of his fub- 
jects: the two others, by reafon of their diftance 
likewife, joined to their poverty and unfkilfulnefs in 
war, Were as little to be fearéd. He took care not 
to fay the fame with regard to France, England, and 


Flanders, which he confidered as powers very for- 


midable to Spain, and againft which he recommend- 
ed it to his fon, to be always upon his guard, 
With refpett to England *, his advice was, to 
neglect nothing to prevent the three crowns which 
comprife the Britannic ifles from being placed on 
the fame head; an event which this able politician, 
from a fpirit of prediction, mentioned as very near ; 
and for that purpofe not to regret the money which 
was diftributed in thofe iflands to make partifans, 
and to continue filling them with fpies, but of another 
fort from thofe that were then there, whofe fidelity 
Philip I. thought he had reafon to fufpect. To 
cultivate carefully thofe divifions which a diverfity of 
religions might produce in that ftate, as well ds in 
France: he confidered thofe which the league gave 
rife to amongft us as things now ftale and ufelefs, 
fince we had a king of Henry’s capacity: but to 
give occafion for many other civil difcords in each 
of thofe two ftates, and efpecially fuch as might 
keep them in war againft each other, or at leaft in 
diftruft and fufpicion, which might be done, by fa- 
vouring the pretenfions of one upon the other, to 
which their mutual hatred naturally incited them. 
To confider as the greateft misfortune imaginable, 
that ftroke which fhould join the United Provinces, 
and thofe two powers already united amongft them- 
felves, in one common intereft; fince from thence 
muft naturally refult a power capable, fays he, of 
fubjecting fea and land. To find means to exclude 
* They #}/2make him fay at the - eum reliquis, ‘€ Peace with the En- 


point of death when fpeaking of “ glifh, and war with all the reft 
England, Pacem cum Anglo, bellum ‘* of the world,” 
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1598. all the princes of Europe from the navigation of the . 
sys two Indies, an attempt which could meet with no 


obftructions but from thofe three powers ; and lefs 
from France than the two others, becaufe fhe had 
no marine; a new motive for gaining pofleffion of 
the Low Countries, and yet more of England. 

However, amidft all thefe counfels that Philip 
wave his fucceffor, he never advifed him to enter 
into any war, not even with the rebels in the Low 
Countries, but earneftly diffuaded him from it. The 
conduct he recommended to be obferved with the 
Provinces was, to grant a general pardon there ; to. 
“equire nothing of the people but that they fhould 
acknowledge the Spanifh authority; to watch the 
behaviour of the governors, minifters, and officers, 
that were maintained there; not to continue them 
too long, nor to give them a too abfolute power, 
becaufe they would be the perfons whom they would 
have the moft reafon to fear, if ever they entertained 
a defign of heading the party. | 

If, however, Spain could not avoid engaging in 
a war, Philip was not willing that his fucceffor fhould 
be deprived of that knowledge which experience had 
given him in that refpect. Hie apprifed him, that 
if he propofed not to fink under it, he muft not un- 
dertake a war but in fuch favourable opportunities 
as might, from time to time, prefent themfelves, 
fuch as, changes in the government, civil diffentions, 
faults or neceffities of the fovereigns, &c. This 
maxim of Philip, that a prince fhould make himfelf 


“acquainted even with the moft particular inclinations 


of the princes his neighbours, 1s fo true, and of fuch 
vaft importance, that no change fhould ever happen 
in the ftates about him, but what he fhould be pre- 
pared for, and in readinefs to take advantage of that 
inftant. He concluded this article by fhewing the 
new king, that he is anfwerable for his actions at the 
tribunal of a God who judges wars, and, unhappily, 
not by the fame rules which warlike princes lay 
down for themlelves. | | 

| After 
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After thefe maxims, which regarded only the go- 1298, 
vernment abroad, Philip proceeded to thofe which WARY 


he thought neceflary for the government at home. 
He held it juft, that a king of Spain, having nati- 
ons under his command, between whofe cuftoms 
and manners there was as great a difference as di- 
ftance in their realms, fhould ftudy to govern each 
according to’ their refpective character, and all with 
gentlenefs and moderation: That he fhould be ac- 
quainted with the talents and difpofitiens of his coun- 
féllors and fecretaries, and chufe them himfelf: that 
he fhould likewife expedite all his difpatches, and 
render himfelf expert in the ufe of cyphers, that he 
might not expofe a fecret of confequence to be be- 
trayed by a confident: That he fhould be careful to 
feck for men of honour and fufficient abilities to 
beftow employments upon: That he fhould avoid 
Siving any perfon any great caufe of complaint, efpe- 
cially thofe of high quality; he obferved, that the 
prince, his eldeft fon *, had fuffered by it; and that 
he fhould make a juft diftinction between the ancient 
and the new nobility, in order to advance the lait, as 
being generally fufceptible of pure and difinterefted 
fentiments: That he fhould leffen the number of the 
perfons that were employed in the revenues, admi- 
niftration of juftice, and the officers of the houfhold ; 
and recommended the fame conduct to be obferved 
with regard to the ecclefiaftics ; to which he added, 
that they, as well as others, ought to contribute to 
the neceffities of the ftate, not only becaufe they 
could better afford it, on account of their riches, bug 
likewife becaufe it became neceflary for them to do 
fo, if they would not forfeit the refpect that was due 
to their character, by luxury, floth, and impiety, 
the ordinary fruits of great riches, and the indolence 
in which they lived; but that he fhould increafe the 
number of merchants, hufbandmen, artifts, and fo}- 

* Don Garlos, prince of Spain: crime was rather gaining over the 


it was by order of his father that he affetions of the grandees than 
joft his life 3 and it appears that his treating them with contempt. 


Cicrs 3 
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1508. État by whofe induftry, labour, and frugality a- 

wy™ lone, a ftate is fupported againft the ruin with which 
it is threatened by the diffolutenefs of the other ranks. : 
All principles, which, like thefe, tend to maintain — 
fubordination and ceconomy in a ftate, againft cor- 
ruption and diforder, merit: praife from whatever 
mouth they proceed. 

Philip clofed his will with the article relating to 
domeftic difpofitions. He enjoined his fucceffor to. 
fulfil the promifes and other clasites of the infanta 
his fifter’s marriage. He propofed a match for the 
young king, in which he had already made fome 
advances, and privately regulated ‘all the articles, 
which he informed him he would find in the hands 
of Loo. He obferved, that no king ever loved his 
father’s favourite; yet, notwithftanding, he would 
propofe Chriftopher de Mora for his confident, who 

~ had been his own. Philip III. chofe rather to prove 
the truth of the obfervation, than comply with the 
requeft, and gave Mora’s place to the marquis of © 
Doria. He required, as an inftance of refpect due 
to the memory of a father, that all thofe perfons to 
whom he had given employments fhould be conti- 
nued in them; but he expreffed himfelf in fuch a. 
manner with regard to this article, as fhewed he ra- 
ther wifhed than hoped for a compliance with it. He 
recommended to his fon the doctors Ollius and Ver- 
cius, who had attended him in his ilnefs. He 
mentioned Antonio * Perés as a dangerous man, 
with whom it was neceffary he fhould be reconciled ; 
and afterwards not to permit him to flay either in | 
France, Flanders, and efpecially Spain, but in the ufe- 
lefs country of Iraly. Philip concludes this piece with 


+ Antony Perés had been chief parts: the following maxim was 


minifter to Philip II. with whom 
he fell into difgrace for reafons 
which have no manner of relation 
to the fubje@ of thefe Memoirs: he 
retired to Paris, where he died in, 
1611. He was a great politician, 
and a man of very confiderable 


one of his, which. includes a deak 


‘of meaning in three words, namely, 


Roma, Confego, Piclago 3. that is to 


fay, To gain over the court of 


Rome, compofe the council of pro- 
per perfons, and to be mafter at 


fea e 
a fhort 
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a fhort maxim, To love Gait; to endeavour to be 1598. 
virtuous, and to profit by the precepts of a father, En. 


It muft be confeffed, that in this piece there are like- 
wife many more firokes of * piety and refignation to 
the will of God, who he faid had in mercy chaftifed 
him in this life rather than the other. 

The firft of thefe articles which was executed by 
the king of Spain was that relating to his marriage 
with the arch-duchefs of Gratz +: he fent immedi- 
“ately after the death of his father to demand her in 
“marriage ; and in the beginning of the year follow- 
ing fhe fet out for Spain, accompanied by her bro- 
ther; the arch-duke Albert, with whom fhe landed 
* upon the coaft of Marfeilles, for the benefit of that 
air. The duke of Guife, who was governor of the 
‘ province, having notice of it, fent to let the king 
- know of her arrival; and received orders to give this 
princefs a very honourable reception; ‘his majefty 
+ deftined fifty thoufand crowns to be expended: for 
* that purpofe, and ordered them to be paid at Mar- 
feilles. I was upon the point of fending thither, to 
- direét how this money was to be difpofed of, either 
La-Font, or another of my domeftics, who was only 
a footman of my wife’s, a man of low ftature anda 
mean figure, but in whom I had difcovered fo much 
capacity, fidelity, and prudence, that I thought I 
ought to endeavour his eftablifhment: but there was 
no occafion for it, a perfon I had upon the fpot was 
fufficient; for the arch-duchefs, notwithftanding the 
inftances that were made her by the duke of Guife 
and the city of Marfeilles, would not enter any of 
the great cities, to avoid the ceremonial, but ordered 
. tents to be fet up upon the fhore, where fhe refted 
and heard mafs; the arch-duke, indeed, was fode- 


‘€ He ordered his coffin to be 
me baka him, which was made 
** of copper, and a death’s head to 
** be laid upon a buffet, with a 
** crown of gold by it 3°? fays La 
Chronologie Septennaire, where, 
ann, 1598, wemay find, together 


with an account of all that this 
prince faid and did in his laft ill- 
nefs, the hiftory alfo of his public 
and private life, 

+ Margaret of Auftria, daughter 
to the arch-duke of Gratz. 


vout 
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1699. “vout:as to.vifit:the churches at-Marfeilles, burwent 
VS to them incognito, and without any train; andafter | 
kiffing the relics, returned without either eatingor | 
drinking. | sh. | 
This marriage united the two branches of the 
houfe of Auftria:by a double tye, the deceafed king 
vof Spain having-already, on the sth of May the pre- 
ceding year, married the infanta Ifabella, his. daugh- 
ter, to the arch-duke Albert, who, for that pur- 
pofe, had divefted:himfelf of the cardinal’s purple. 
This princefs had, in appearance, a very large.por- 
-tion, fince it was made up.of no. lefs than the feven- 
‘teen provinces of the Low Countries, Franche- 
Comté, and Charolois: but the additional claufes 
that were inferted, that this new fovereign fhould be 
excluded from any commerce:in the Indies, and-not 
fuffered to permit in his ftates the exercife of any re- 
digion but theRoman catholic, without which the 
‘donation was made void, reduced it, in effect, to 
nothing, bythe difficulty he would:find in obliging 
othe Flemifh ito:accept of fuch: hard conditions. _ 
The arch-duke, till he couldigo:in perfon to Flan- 
«Gers, to remove all thefe obftacles, fent the high 
admiral * of Arragon thither, in the quality:of his 
Jieutenant-general, who performed fome ations on 
the frontiers of Germany; and afterwards his cou- 
fin, the cardinal André, who iflued outimany edicts, 
‘but without effect. The houfe of Auftria:besan to 
-«think there was danger in delays; thereforethe arch- 
‘duke went:himfelf into the Low Countries, taking 
with himchis bride, on the 5th of September this 
year; the remainder of which was fpent:in threaten- 
angs on his fide, which likewife produced nothing; 
fo.that there was a neceflity for coming to open 
force : and this was the beginning of that long and 
bloody war between Spain and the Flemifh, the pro- 


% Confult the Chronologie Sep- king and the infanta of Spain, for 
-itennaire,, both as to thefe military (the years 1698, 1599. Matthieu, 
expeditions, and as to.all that is ibid, p. 298, &c, 13 
here faid of the marriage of the sh: es 


grefs 
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‘orefs and event of which I fhall take notice of each 1599: 


year. 

: At the fame time that the marriage of his catho- 
lic majefty was celebrated in Spain, that of the 
princefs Catherine with the prince of Bar * was ce- 
Jebrated at Paris. It was upon this eftablifhment 
that the princefs at leneth fixed her deftiny, hitherto 
fo uncertain. During the life of queen Catherine it 
“was firft propofed to marry her to the duke of Alen- 
con; but Henry Tlf. would not confent to it, on 
account of the hatred he bore to his brother. After- 
wards, they talked of giving her to Henry III. him- 
felf; but this the queen-mother oppofed, through 
the averfion fhe had to the family ot Navarre. This 
princefs, in‘her turn, refufed the old duke of Lor- 
rain, becaufe he had children by a former marriage. 
The king of Spain demanded her, on condition of 
a {trict union between the king of ‘Navarre and him, 
which the firft of thefe princes would not hear of. 
The princefs was afterwards fought by the duke of 
Savoy ; but in circumftances wherein this marriage 
might prove prejudicial to the proteftant religion, 
and therefore the proteftants themfelves threw diffi- 
culties in the way. She would not have the prince 
of Condé on account of his poverty; and refufed 
the king of Scotland, without giving any good rea- 
fon for it. “The prince of Enhalt made likewife his 
advances. And in thofe tranfports of anger with 
- which fhe was fometimes animated againft the king 
her brother, fhe reproached him, that he would have 
thrown her into the arms of three or four other fa- 
reign princes, or, as fhe called them, gentlemen, 
for the payment of their fubfidies. Laftly, her ine 
‘elination for the count of Soiffons made her reject. 
the duke of Montpenfier, who was a fuitable match 
forher. At length, the neceffity of procuring an 


'* Henry, duke of Bar, who be- “ marriage, three hundred thou 
came duke» of Lorrain, after the ©« fand crowns of gold for her pors 
death of his father, Charles II. “ tion,” \fays the. hiftorian Mat- 
_* The king gave his fifter, at her thieu, ibid. p. 278, = 
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eftablifhment determined-her to accept the-prince of 


Bar: 
This defigned marriage was no foofer made pub- 


in the difference of religion of the two parties, a rea- 


fon for hindering its conclufion, which they did not 
fuffer to efcape them. The firft meafure they took | 


was to hinder, at Rome, with all their power, the 


-difpatching of the difpenfation, without which, they 
_imagined, it was not poffible to proceed to the ce- 


icbration of the marriage. In this refpect, they 


could not truft the care of their interefts to one more 


faithful than D’Offat, who neverthelefs was fent to 


this court to manage thofe of the king. But this is 


not the firft time, nor will it be the laft, that this 


_ecclefaftic has fuffered from me, and will again, the 
_reproach of having not only exceeded but betrayed 


his commiffion, If I may give credit to the memo- 
rial from Rome which has been already mentioned, 
D’Offat, in the name of the whole party of whom 
he was the inftrument, neglected nothing to diffuade 


_the pope from granting the difpenfation, which he 


was particularly employed by his majefty to folicit. 


. Thele perfons gave his holinefs to underftand,. that 
if he RE ue firm in his refufal. to ga this 
favour, it would produce two things-equa 


ly to be 
defired; one, that the princefs would turn catholic; 


_ the other, that fuch a change would be thought by 


_ the proteftants an effect of the violence ufed to her 
“by the king her brother, for that purpofe, which 


would increaf the diftruft they already openly fhew- 


dic, than the ere here: in general, and the French | 
_bithops i in particular, then afiembled at Paris, found, 


ed of his majefty, make them confider him as their 


enemy and declared perfecutor, and bring on, at 
length, that inteftine war which, according t to them, 
was : fo much to be defired, for the interefts of the 
holy father and the true religion. 

-, The clergy did not ftop here ; they made remon- 


- ftrances fevere enough ‘to merit ‘the: title» of threats.- 


His SERIE had the complaifance to liften to them, 


and 


| 
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and permitted a conference to be held, in which 
doétor Du-Val on one fide, and the minifter Tile- 
nus on the other, endeavouring to fupport their 
caufe, debated with much heat, and, in my opini- 
on, to little purpofe; though each ‘boafted after- 
wards, that he had vanquifhed his. adverfary. I 
{peak as one who was a witnef of the difpute, for I 
fuffered myfelf to be drawn along with the crowd 
which ran thither, as to a very intere ing fpectacle. 
1 did not come in till toward the conclufion, when 
: the two difputants were beginning to fink under the 
fatigue. I know not for what reafon they were de- 
firous of making me play the part of a judge upon 
this occafion ; probably becaufe they were informed 
I had been employed by his majefty to draw up the 
articles of marriage between the princefs Catherine 
and the prince of Bar. ‘They were beginning to 
repeat to me all the points of a difpute, which had 
already taken up feveral hours ; but I earneftly in- 
treated them to fpare me either this trouble or this 
honour, telling them, that if two fuch learned: men 
had not been Aare to reconcile the canon and decrees 
of the pope with the holy fcripture, or to prove that 
fuch a tafk was impoffible, it could not be expecte 
that fuch an ignorant perfon as ! fhould be equal to 
it; and this was really my opinion. 

This conference not having produce d all the 
effects the clergy expected from it * , and finding 
likewife that they fucceeded no better at Rome, they 
declared, that nothing fhould be capable of prevail- 
ing upon them to give their confent to this marriage. 
Little regard would have been paid to this; but as 
there was a neceflity for getting a bifhop to perform 
this ceremony, and that all thofe gentlemen held to- 
gether, hence arofe ‘an obftacle, upon which they 
founded their laft hopes. 


* Perefixe fays, that the king threatnings, faid one day to the 
not being able to accomplifh her duke of Bar, ‘My good coufin, 
convertion, HR he made ufe ze ‘is your bufinefs to break her.” 
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In this perplexity the king was advifed to have 


wy~—~ recourfe to.the archbifhop * of Rouen, from whom, 


being his natural brother, and obliged to him for 
the bifhopric, more complaifance was to be expected ; 
befides, his majefty, as well as all France, knew 
this prelate to be not very fcrupulous (to fay na 


_ more) in matters of religion. However, upon the 


firft propofition made him by the king, the archbi- 
fhop, like a devout rebel, overwhelmed him with 
citations, as often ill as well chofen, from the holy 
fathers, the holy canons, and the holy feriptures. 


‘The king, aftonifhed, as may be well imagined, at 


fuch uncommon language from a man who generally 
talked of quite different matters, could hardly hin- 
der himfelf from laughing in his face, afking him, 
by what miracle it was that he had become fo learn- 
ed and confcientious ? Suppofing, however, the arch- 
bifhop might be wrought upon by ferious areuments 
to comply, he tried their efficacy ; but finding him 
{till untractable, he grew angry, and reproached him 
with his ingratitude. ‘* Since you carry it fo high,” 
added Henry, refuming his firft air of pleafantry, — 
<< I will fend you a great doctor, your ufual con- 
é feffor, who is wonderfully fkilful in cafes of 
“¢ confcience.”? This great doctor and director of 
confciences was Roquelaure, an old companion of 
monfieur de Rouen’s, and an actual fharer in his 
debauches, by whofe intreaty he had obtained the 
archbifhopric. The prelate underftood perfeétly well — 
the meaning of this little threat, and the embarraf- 
ment he appeared to be in was a proof that he was . 
under fome apprehenfions of thofe great advantages 

which an accuftomed familiarity would give Roque- 
laure over him, without the addition of thofe which 
he derived from that wit which all the court ac- 
knowledged to be free, ingenious, and fruitful in the 


moft happy fallies; and the archbifhop himfelf was 


} Charles, the natural fon of  Guiche, otherwife called La-Roëet, 


Antony of Navarre by mademoi- ho was one of the maids of ho- 
felle de La-Beraudiere de La- nour to the queen mother, 


not . 
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not often guilty of carrying too far the refpect due 1599. 
to the epifcopal character. 


‘The king having quitted monfieur de Rouen, fent 


for Roquelaure; “ Do you know, Roquelaure, faid 


66 
MT: 


ce 


he to him, that your archbifhop takes u es him 
to play the prelate and doctor, and would quote 


the holy canons to me, which I believe he under- 


ftands as little of as you or I; however, by his 
refufal my fifter’s marriage is ftopped : therefore 
pray go.to him, and talk to him as you ufed to 
do, and put him in mind of paft times.’ 


<< By the Lord, fire, replied Roquelaure, this is 


not well done of him; for it is high time, in my 
opinion, that our fifter Kate fhould tafte the fweets 
of marriage. But pray, fire, tell me what rea- 
fons this fine fellow of a bifhop gave you for his 
refufal ? he feldom has much better to give than 
myfelf. I will go to him and teach him his duty.” 

He did not fail to perform his promife. What 
is this I hear, archbifhop ?” faid he, as foon as he 


entered his apartment: ‘ they tell me you have 


ce 
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been playing the coxcomb; by the Lord, I will 
not fuffer it; it derogates too much from my ho- 
nour, fince every one fays you are governed by 


me. Know you not that at your entreaty I be- 


came your fecurity to the king, when I prevailed 
upon him to give you the archbifhopric of Rouen; 
therefore 1 defire you would not make me out a 
har, by continuing. thus obftinately to act like a 
fool: this might do between you and I, who are 
often feen quarrelling at dice, but fach difpurés 


muft not be thought on when our maftter’s fe cr- 


‘ vice and his abfok ute commands are in queftion. 


6 Merciful God! bt Sac monfieur de Rouen, 


what is this you would have me to do, Roque- 
Janre? ‘What! muft I make myfelf ridiculous 

and fuffer the reproaches of all the other prelates, 
by an action which the whole world agrees is uñ- 


juftifiable, and which every one of the bg to. 


whom it has been propofed by the king has refuf- 
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ed?” % Hold a little, pray, interrupted Ro- 


quelaure : there is a wide difference between them 
and you; for thofe men have puzzled their brains M 


fo much about Greek and Latin, that they are 


* become fools--- and you are the king’s brother, 


and obliged to obey all his commands, without 
\any hefitation: the king did not make you an 


archbifhop to preach to him, and quote the ca-_ 


nons, but to do whatever his fervice required tm 


if you continue this perverfenefs and obftinacy, I 


will acquaint Jeanneton de Condom, Bernarde — 


1’ Eveillee, and mafter Julian with the whole ftory : 
Do you underftand me? don’t let me tell. you 


this a fecond time: know, that nothing ought to” 


be fo dear to you as the king’s favour, which, 
together with my folicitations, have done you 
more good than all the Greek and Latin of the 


others: By the Lord, it is a fine thing to hear 


you talk of the canons, of which you know as 


little, as of High-dutch.’? Monfieur de Rouen - 


endeavoured to perfuade him, that he-ought to quit 


that ludicrous ftyle, which was agreeable enough 
when he was in his youth; and hinted fomething 
concerning paradife to him. ‘ How! paradife! 


GG 
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interrupted Roquelaure: Are you fuch an afs to 
talk of a place, where you have never been, where 
you know not what is doing, or whether you fhall 
be admitted when you attempt to get in till ano- 
ther time!” Yes, yes, faid the archbifhop, 
I fhail be admitted there, do not. doubt of it.” 
You talk finely, faid his companion, prefing full 
harder upon him. By the Lord, I believe para- 
dife : is as little defigned for you as the Louvre for 
me: but let us lay afide a little your paradife, 
your canons, and your confcience, and do you 
now refolve to marry the princefs to the prince of 


Bar; for if you fail, | fhall take from you three 


‘ or four paltry Latin words that you have always 


in your mouth; farther the faid deponent know- 

eth not: and Chats adieu to the crofs and mitre ; 
cc d 
a an ? 
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“and, what is worfe, to your fine palace of Gail- 
‘ Jon, and revenue of ten thoufand crowns.” 
Many other things pafied between thefe two men, 
which may be gueffed at by this fample. Roque- 
laure would not leave the archbifhop till he had made 
him promife to marry the princefs, and accordingly 
he was the perfon that performed the ceremony *. 
I received from both parties very magnificent pre- 
fents, in return for the pains I had taken; among 


others, a Spanifh horfe of great value, which was © 


given me by the duke of Lorrain: I fent him to his 
majefty, who ordered me to keep him. 

This was not the only occafion on which the cler- 
ey were againft the king; they made a more refo- 
Jute and likewife a more important oppofition againft 
the regiftering the edict of Nantes, which always 
appeared to them a difficult morfel to digeft : as they 
had for almoft a year held an affembly at Paris on 
this account, they had had time to prejudice the 
parliament, and other fovereign courts, as well as 
the Sorbonne, againft this edict. All thefe bodies, 
as foon as it was publifhed, rebelled, and occafioned 
diforders that may be better imagined than defcribed. 
It was the fubject of all difcourfe; every one applied 
himfelf to criticife the piece, and to offer different 
arguments againft it, all which were far from being 
juft, as well as the reafons the parliament gave for 
not regiftering it: but that candor and fincerity I 
have profefied to obferve here in matters that neareft 
‘concern me, oblige me to confefs, that they were 
_ not abfolutely to blame. 


* €€ The ceremony was perform- % &c. and that it was his pleafure 
ed one Sunday morning, fays ‘* it fhould be fo. This the arch- 
the Chronologie Septennaire.. . ‘* bifhop at firft refufed, alledging, 
The king came to fetch the lady that the ufual folemnity ought 
- Catherine, his fifter, when fhe was ‘ to have been obferved therein. 
dreffed; and leading her by the ‘ To which the king very learned- 
hand into his clofet, whither her ff ly made anfwer, That his pre- 
faid future fpoufe had come be- ‘ fence fupplied the want of all o- 
€ foreher,he ordered M..thearch- % ther folemnity, and that his clo- 
‘€ bifhop of Rouen, to marry them, ‘ fet was a confecrated place.” 
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For example, the proteftants, by one of the ar- 


Con ticles of the edict, were permitted to call and hold 


all forts of affemblies, convocations, &c. when and 
where they pleafed, without afking leave either of 
his majetty or the magiftrates ; and likewife to ad- 
mit in them all foreigners whatever, without ac- 
quainting any fuperior tribunal: as alfo on their 
fide, to be prefent, without licence, at the aflem- 
blies which were held amongft the foreigners. It is 
very plain, that a point as abfolutely contrary to all 
the laws of the kingdom, as prejudicial to the au- 
thority of the king *, the sight of the magiftracy, 
and the utility and quiet of the people, could not 
have been obtained but by ftratagem ;-and it was 
upon this point likewife that the enemies of the 
proteftants infifted chiefly, in the feveral remon- 
ftrances they made to the king, each alledging thofe 
arguments in which they were moft interefted. The 
parliament remonftrated, that this article com- 

leated the ruin of their authority, which the cler- 
ey had already confined to fuch narrow limits, as 


well as the king’s (for it was pretended, , that thefe 


two authorities were fo clofely conneéted that they 
could not be feparated) that if appeals againft the 
irregular exertion of ecclefiaftical authority fhould 
be taken away, they would have only the fhadow 
of any.power. The clergy and the Sorbonne com- 


plained of the fuperiority this conceffion would give 


* € This point, fays le Septen- F. Matthieu, tom, II. liv. ii. p. 
# naire, the marechal de Bouillon 280, & feq. fo that the article of 
€ had managed with fome perfons, the edict of Nantes, which was fo 
who perhaps were not awareof warmly contefted, being apparent- 
# the danger of it; but the fieur ly the eighty-fecond, is at prefent 
Berthier, who was agent forthe as difadvantageous to the calvinifts, 
** clergy, and bifhop of Rieux, as it was formerly favourable to 
“ difputed it fo warmly with the them; fince it forbids them all ca- 
«* marechal, in the prefence of the bals,- negotiations, intelligences, 
“§ king, that after hearing hisrea- affemblies, councils, leagues, af- 
«* fons, and in regard of the im- fociations, either in or out of the 
‘© portance of the point itfelf, his kingdom, affefments and raifing of 
€ majefty ordered it to be erazed.”” money, &c. without his majefty’s 
finn, 1599. p.66. This account exprefs permiffion. , 
of M, Cayet’s agrees with that of 
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the proteftant over the catholic church in France, 500. 
which had never been poffefied of fo large a power Ura 


in its jurifdiction; and this was certainly true. Laft- 


ly, they enumerated all the bad confequences which 
this abfolute independence of the French huguenots 
might produce, either amongft themfelves, or 
- their affociations with all the enemies of France ia 
Europe. 

The king had not yet examined the edict with care: 
all he knew of it was from a flight reading, in which 
he had, doubtlefs, glanced over this claufe, or proba- 
bly wholly omitted it.. The furprize he difcovered 
to thofe who talked to him in that ftrain, fhewed he 
had been deceived; and he promifed them to con- 
fider it attentively, and give them an anfwer. When 
they left him, he immediately fent for me, and 
fMewing me the edict, I concealed from him none 
of the fentiments J have deliwered here: I added, 
that by too great zeal to make that article advan- 
tageous for the proteftants, | thought he was do- 
ing them a mifchief, in that it would give large 
{cope for all the lander that would be invented a- 
.gainft the worthy men of the party, of their in- 
triguing with foreigners againft the ftate, or of 
fuffering themfelves to be fuborned. Henry, fill 
more confirmed in his opinion, fent me back with 
orders to prepare myfeif to fupport all thefe mo- 
tives in the affembly of the proteftants, which he 
_. would have to be called immediately; while he, in 
the mean time, went to demand an explanation of 
the edict from thofe who-had drawn it up. : 

… Meffieurs De Schomberg, De Thou, Calignon, 
and Jeannin (for the king fent directly for them all 
four) were greatly difconcerted by the reproaches 
the king made them of having abufed his confi- 
_ dence. Schomberg and De Thou, in the name of 
them all, replied, that they had been obliged to act 
in the manner they had done, by the threats. of 
moeffieurs de Bouillon and de La-Tremouille, who 


declared, in the name of the whole party, that if | 
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this article was denied to them they would break all 


Wns aBFetREne and even commence war again{t the ca- 


tholics ; which feemed to them of the utmoft con- 
fequence, the peace with Spain labouring at that 
time under great difficulties. The king contenting 
himfelf with this excufe, ordered Berthier, fyndic 
of the clergy, to report it to the affembly, and to 
add from him, that amongft four perfons, to whom 
he had committed the care of drawing up the edict, 
there being no proteftant but Calignon, he could 
not perfuade himfelf that the three others would 
have given the proteftant religion fuch an advantage 
over the catholic. The anfwer made by the bifheps 
fhewed plainly, that they had not the fame opinion 
of thefe thrce gentlemen that his majefty had’; they 
were treated in full afiembly as falfe catholics, who 
in many articles agreed with the proteftants, and 
had no fcruple about the reft. Whilft we condemn 
this fecond imputation * as it deferves to be, we ftill 
allow, that with regard to the firft, every thing 
made againft the writers of the edit; and that 
their reply to his majefty did not fo effectually de- 
{troy the opinion that might be conceived of it, as 
the filence they obferved in his prefence gave it 
fireneth +. 
The duke of Bouillon, however, had certainly 
thofe fentiments they attributed to him. By en- 


# If a certain private converfa- ‘* theran, and very far from being 
tion be true, which D’Aubigné ‘ a good calvinift ; as for my own 
makes the prefident De Thou to “ part, you fhall know the inmoft 
hoid with thie duke de la Tremou- ‘* thought of my heart.” Tom, 
ille, when he was fent by his ma- JIL lib. v. ch.i- But it is very 
jetty to the affembly of the calvi- probable that D’ Aubigné has relat. 
nifts, the fufpicions of the clergy ed this converfation upon the cre- 
would not be il] fcunded: “ You dit of perfons not to be depended 
“ have too much judgment, fays on, a3.alfo fome other points of his 

the prefident to him, not to hiftory, which at that time drew 
know very well, that confider- an arret of parliament upon that 
ing the point 3t which matters work. 
now fiand, and the concefficns + M. de Sully’s fincerity in all 
we have already macé you, the this is fo remarkable, that we can- 
demands which you may make not, in my opinion, fufficiently ad= 
are not at their utmoft height mise it in a proteftant. 
+++» M, de Schomberg is a lu- 
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deavouring to come at the bottom of the affair, I 1599. 
learnt that he had in reality difcovered an infur- eu 


mountable obftinacy : but was there no other means 
to make the others more reafonable ? and then, what 
could he do by himfelf? If all the proteftants were 
like the duke de Bouillon, what could the writers of 
the edict mean by this blind compliance with their 
inclinations ? was the king and the realm to be be- 
trayed for neceflity? as nothing could be thought 
worfe than that by honeft and fkilful negotiators, 
they can hardly be chareed with fuch a notion. For 
my own part, I always thought Bouillon the fole 
favourer of the project contained in that article, as 
The had been the author of it: he confidered only 
himfelf, and difregarded others. I will now fhew 
the ultimate defign of all his politics. 

The duke of- Bouillon, in order to terminate in 
his favour the difpute for precedency between him 
and the dukes and peers of France; as well as the 
“marechals that were more antient than him,. formed 
‘a defign to get his fovereignty of Sedan * declared 
a fief of the empire. But this prerogative was not 
to deprive him of all communication with the pro- 
teftant French lords, otherwife he would lofe more 
than he gained. The medium he thought upon to 
reconcile his intereft with his ambition, was to have 
his church of Sedan comprehended in the proteftant 
churches of France. ‘This he did by means of the 
article in queftion : mean time he would continue to 
make himfelf be treated as a foreign prince. 

Berthier came back to the king, to give him an 
account of the difpofition in which he found the 
- prelates of. the affembly, together with the refult of 
their deliberations ; which was to take from the four 
perfons who drew up the ediét all cognizance of ‘the 
affairs of religion; and the difputed article, and 
fome others lefs effential, fhould be mended; which 
his majefty likewife promifed. } 

* Confult  Hiftoire du duc de Bouillon, which we have quoted 
several times already, liv, v. 

Never- 
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Neverthelefs, the aflembly of the chief prote- 
ftants then at Paris having been fummoned the day 
after that in which this agreement betwixt the king 
and the commiflaries was made, I received, as ufual, 
a note inviting me tobe there. I had left off going 
to thefe affemblies, ever fince I perceived that my 
prefence laid a reftraint upon three or four of, the 
leading men in it, and was good for nothing but.to 
produce alteraations:.; L-deceived them, by prefent- 
ing myfelf at this. The duke of Bouillon eafily 
comprehended the defign which had brought me 

there thus contrary.to my ufual.cuftom, and,hinted 
as much with an ironical feverity ; which I anfwered, 


by excufing myfelf on account of the multiplicity 


of affairs that took up my time, and by feigning 
not to know the occafion on which the prefent af- 
fembly was held. I gave no attention to the ful- 
len air which the duke de La-Tremouille affumed, 
nor the expreflion.he let fall to intimate, that he; was 


not perfuaded of the truth of what faid ; but went 


and feated myfelf, near meffieurs de Mouy, de Cler- 
mont, and de Sainte-Marie-Du-Mont, who informed 
me of the bufinefs that was to be, brought upon the 


_carpet; afluring me, thatthe article which had made 


fo much noife was difapproved of by almoft all the 
proteftants ; and that none but meflieurs de, Bouil- 
lon, de La-Tremouille, Du-Pleffis, and fome others 
of the cabal, infifted on it, in order to bring ona 
civil war. They could not obtain their point, not- 
withftanding, the tumults they had occafioned, and 
the clamours they made in the affembly. When it 
came to the vote it was carried againft them, the con- 
trary opinion prevailed, and with reafon, for the beft 


- arguments were on our fide *, 


* The edict of Nantes was at ‘** You have exhorted me concerne 
length verified on Thurfday the “ ing my duty; let me now ex- 
2éth of February this fame a ‘6 hort you concerning yours: let — 
after many difficulties ftarte ‘“ us excite a mutual emulation in 
the clergy, the univerfity, and par- % each other, which of us fhall 
liament. , It was upon this occa- ‘* perform. their parts the, beft. 
fion that Henry IV. toldthebithops; ‘ My predeceffors gave you good 


7 They 
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They likewife agreed upon fome qualifications 
with regard to two-or three other articles, in which 
‘the public good did not feem to be fufficiently con- 
fidered. The juftice and mildnefs of Henry’s con- 
duct was acknowledged by every one. After the 
affair was thus fettled, he explained his motives to 
the greater number; and for the reft, he thought 
only of hindering them from doing worfe. 

He aéted with the fame prudence with refpect to 
fome difaffected catholics, who being unwilling to 
appear openly themfelves, brought one Martha Brof- 
fier, «a pretended. demoniac, in play, who was be- 
come the object of the people’s curiofity, who are 
“always ftruck with the marvellous, whether true or 
falfe. It is indeed furprifing, that a matter fo ridi- 
-culous ‘in itfelf, and which was even below the con- 
fideration of the mob, fhould be talked on for a year 
and a half, and become an affair. of ftate : one half 
of the world fuffer themfelves to be dazzled by eve- 
ry thing that feems to be fupernatural, and others 


€ words ; but I, with my grey ‘ of peace, whichI have conclud- 
_“ jacket on, will fhew you good ‘* ed with theneighbouring powers 
** deeds: though I am all grizzled ‘* around me, and would have the 
“without, yet I am all gold with- ‘‘ fame obferved within my own 
“in: I will look into your pa- ‘ dominions.”” After he had told 
** pers, and anfwer them as fa- them the reafons that induced him 
“ vourably as Ican.”’ Thefol- to make this ediét, he added; 
“lowing was the return he made to ‘ Such as would hinder my edict 
_ the parliament, when they came ‘ from paffing, are for war, which 


CN 


to make him remonftrances; “You ‘ 


fee me in my clofet, hers I 
"€ come to fpeak with you, not 
~ in my royal robes, nor with my 
“€ fword and other military habi- 
** liments on, as my predeceffors 
» © were wont, nor like a prince 
** who is to receive an ambaffador, 
‘but clad like the father of a fa- 
‘ mily, in his plain doublet, to 
“© fpeak familiarly with his chil- 
6 dren ; what I have to fay to you 
€ js, to intreat you would regifter, 
“€ with the ufual folemnities, the 
‘ edi& which I have granted to 
«* thofe of the calvinift religion. 


~ © What I have done is for the fake : 


I will to-morrow declare againft 
‘ the proteftants, but 1 will not 
‘€ carry it on, I will fend them to 
“it, I made the edit, and would 
‘€ have itobferved: my willought 
* to be a fufficient reafon ; for in 
‘an obedient ftate they never afk 
‘€ their prince any other, I am 
‘€ king, I fpeak to you as fuch, and 
‘I will be obeyed.”’ Peref, ibid. 
and Journal d’ Henry IV. ibid. 
See alfo in M. De Thou, and in le 
Septennaire, anno 1599. the feve- 
ral modifications which were ad- 
ded to the edi& of Nantes, and all 
the conferences held on this occa- 
fion, 


are 
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are kept in awe, not by the thing itfelf, but by the 
motives upon which it isfounded. Martha Broffier 
met with many protectors among the clergy, even 
as faras Rome, whither fhe took care to be carried. 
The king, without any extraordinary notice, al- 
lowed * both the time and means neceffary to make 
itfelf known: after which, the whole trick ended 
in the general contempt of its authors and actrefs. 
The death of a great many perfons of diftinc- : 
ion afforded matter for other difcourfe. The chan- 
cellor de Chiverny, Schomberg, and D’Incarville ; 
all three members of the council of finances, dy- 


* We have a very curious ac- 
count of all that relates to this pre- 
tended demoniac in M. De Thou, 
at the beginning of book cxxiii. 
ann. 1599. an abftra& of which 
is as follows: One James Broffier, 
a baker at Romorantin in Sologne, 
taking a diflike to his own trade, 


turned conjurer, with a defign to : 


travel about the country with his 
three daughters, Martha, Silvina, 
and Mary ; the eldeft, who:is the 
perfon fpoken of here, had fuc- 


ceeded fo well, by the inftruétions | 


which her father had given her, to 
counterfeit a demoniac, that fhe 
impofed upon every-body at Or- 
leans and Cleri, except Charles 
Miron, bifhop of Angers, who 
found out the impofture, by put- 
ting common water in the place of 
holy water, and holy in the place 
of.common ; by repeating a verfe 
from Virgil inflead of. the begin- 
ning of the exorcifm, and touching 
her with a key inftead of his epif- 
copal crofier, This did not hinder 
her from coming to Paris, where 
ihe pitched upon the church of St, 
Genevieve for the fcene on which 
to thew herfelf to the people, who 
flocked thither in great numbers, 
She impofed upon all the credu- 
lous ecclefiaftics, and upon the ca- 
puchins, who began to exorcife 
ber in good earneft; and even upon 
fome phyficians whom Henry IV. 
had fent to fee her: though all the 


reft depofed formally againft her, 
efpecially Michael Marefcot, one 
of the phyficians; who publicly 
convicted her of not underftand- 
ing Greek or Latin, and having no 
greater capacity than what is com- 
mon to her fex ; and, in fhort, of 
being an impoftor and arrant cheat, 
But notwithftanding all this, the 
ecclefiaftics and preachers knew fo 
well how to intereft religion in this 
affair, and the pretended demoniac 
played her part fo well, that the 
arret of parliament, that enjoined 


_her, as alfo her father, to return 


home, how wife and, reafonable 
foever it was, occafioned ftrange 
murmurings, and almoft a revolt 
in Paris: and this gave the king-a 
deal of uneafinefs, who faw, that 
what enemies he had remaining of 
the old league, did appear again 
on this. occafion. Alexander de 
La-Rochefoucaut, lord of Saint- 
Martin, and count de Randan, 
even undertook to revive this affair, 
by caufing Martha to be fent to 
Avignon, and thence to Rome, 
where fhe gained ftill more parti- 
fans, But, unluckily for her, car- 
dinal D’Offat was there, who em- 
ployed himfelf fo effectually in this ~ 
affair, that at length Martha and 
all her family faw themfelves ut- 
terly abandoned ; and they lived 
and died defpifed and quite mife- 
rable. Confult alfo the other bif- 
torians, 


ins 
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ing within a fhort time of each other, occafioned 1599. 
a great alteration of affairs: the feals were given “Y™ 


to Bellievre; the office of comptroller-general, 
which D’Incarville had pofleffed, was, at my fol- 
licitation, granted to De Vienne; and that of fu- 
perintendant of the finances was reftored in my fa- 
vour. Henry having fent for me to the garden 
of the Tuilleries, where he was pele told me 
that he was refolved to entruft the care of the fi- 
nances to one man only; and affuming a very feri- 
ous manner, made me promife to give freely my 
opinion of that man, when he fhoul Id name him to 
me. Having affured him that. I would, he fmiled, 
and tapping my cheek, told me, that I had reafon 
to know him well, fince it was myfelf.. His ma- 
jefty beftowed on me likewife the poft of furveyor 
of the highways, for which he fent me the patents, 
together with thofe of fuperintendant of the for: 
tifications, And Sancy, refigning himfelf up to 
his ufual whims *, having thought proper to retire 
from the council, and to give up the office of over- 
feer of the works, the king added thefe employ- 
ments likewife to the other favours he loaded me 
with. The:appointments for the fuperintencancy 
were fettled at the rate of twenty thoufand livres; 
thofe of furveyor of the highways, and of Paris in 
particular, were ten thoufand livres. 

His majefty was fo well pleafed with this method 
of fixing the rate of falaries, that he was likewife 
defirous of regulating in the fame manner the gra- 
tuities he propofed to give me, as well, he faid, to 
prevent me from expecting a gratuity for every 
confiderable fervice I did him, as to fpare himfelf 
the trouble of caufing all the prelents he made me 
to be regiftered, fince without that, I would not re- 
ceive any from him, however little their value was: 
he therefore declared to me, that all thofe rewards 


* Jofeph Scaliger fpeaks, as well a fanatic, and as very fubje& to 
as Qur author, of M, de. Sancy as enthufiaftic reveries, 


270 


MOG BT. Oy Bs Book X. 


1599. and prefents fhould for the future be comprifed in 
ns one fettled gratuity, which fhould be paid me the 


beginning of every year, in the form of letters 
patents, regiftered by the parliament; and afked 
me beforehand if I was fatisfied with the fum, 
which was fixty thoufand livres: adding, that it 
was his defire, that with this money I fhould pur- 
chafe eftates, which I fhould be at liberty to dif- 
pofe of in favour of thofe of my children who 
made themfelves moft worthy of my affection, in 
order to keep them more firmly attached to me. 
This goodnefs of the king’s merited my moft grate- 
ful acknowledgments. However, this regulation 
which I have mentioned here was not made till the 
year 1600, and did not begin to take place till the 
year 1601. | 
Mademoifelle de Bourbon * died likewife this 
year: and monfeur D’Efpinac +, archbifhop of 
Lyons, who may be faid to have tafted of all kinds 
of fortunes; then madam la Connetable ; and af- 
ter her madam de Beaufort: thefe two laft deaths 
made a prodigious noife every where, and were at- 
tended with a great fimilarity of very uncommon 
circumftances ; both were feized with a violent dif- 
temper, that lafted only three or four days; and 
both, though extremely beautiful, became horribly 
disfigured, which, together with fome other fymp- 
toms, that at any other time would have been 
thought natural, or only the effets of poifon, 
raifed a report in the world, that the deaths of thefe 
two young ladies, as well as their elevation, was 
the work of the devil, who made them pay for that 
fhort felicity he had procured them. And this was 
certainly believed, not only amongft the people . 


* She was daughter to Henry I. 
the prince of Condé, by his firft 
wife, the princefs of Nevers, mar- 
chionefs de L’Ifle, &c, 

‘+ Peter D’Efpinac : he had been 
a great partifan of the league: 


Aowever, P, Matthieu affures, that 


he had done confiderable fervices to 
Henry IV. againft Spain, tom, 1], 
liv, ii. p. 308. where he gives an 
elogium of-his virtues. M. De 
Thou, on the contrary, reprefents 
him, in book xc, as an inceftuous 
and fimoniacal perfon. 
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generally credulous to a high degree of folly, but 1:00. 
the courtiers themfelves : fo prevalent at that time Gy~o > 


was the infection of trading in the occult fciences, 
and fo great was the hatred and erivy to thefe two 
ladies, on account of the high rank they enjoyed. 
. This is what was related of the conftable’s * lady, 
and (as it is faid) by the ladies that were then at 
her houfe: She was converfing gayly with them in 


her clofet, when one of her women entered in great 


terror, and told her that a certain perfon, who called 
himfelf a gentleman, and had indeed a good prefence, 
faving that he was quite black, and of a gigantic 
{tature, had juft entered her anti-chamber, and de- 
fired to fpeak to her about affairs of great confe- 
quence, which he could not communicate to any 
but her. At every circumftance relating to this ex- 
traordinary courier, which the woman was ordered 
to defcribe minutely, the lady was feen to turn 
pale, and was fo opprefiéd with grief, that fhe could 
fearce tell her woman to entreat the gentleman, 


in her name, to defer his vifit to another time; to 


which he replied, in a tone that filled the meflenger 
with horror, that fince the lady would not come 
willingly, he would take the trouble to go and feek 
her in her clofet. She, who was ftill more afraid 
of a public than a private audience, refolved at laft 
to go to him, but with all the marks of a deep 
 defpair. 

The terrible meflage performed, fhe returned to 
her company, bathed in tears, and half dead with 


difmay ; fhe had only time to fpeak a few words to 


take leave of them, particularly of three ladies who 
were her friends, and to affure them that fhe fhould 
_ never fee them more. ‘That inftant fhe was feized 
with exquifite pains, and died at the end of three 
days, infpiring all who faw her with horror at the 
frightful change of every feature in her face. Of 
this ftory the wife thought as they ought to think. 

 -* Louifa LA Budos, fecond wife rency, was daughter to James de 
‘to Henry, Conftable de Montmo- Budos, vifcount de Portes. 
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Madam de Beaufort was the weakeft of her fex 


vw with regard to divination; fhe made no fecret of 


her confulting with aftrologers, and always had a 


great many of them about | her, who never quitted . 


her; and what is moft furprifing, although fhe al- 


ways, doubtlefs, paid them well, yet they never © 


foretold her any thing but what was difagrecable 
one faid, that fhe would never be married but once; 
another, that fhe fhould die young ; a third, that 
fhe fhould take care of beingwith child; anda fourth, 
that fhe fhould be betrayed by one of her frien#s. 
Hence proceeded that melancholy which oppreffed 
her, and which fhe could never afterwards get rid 
of. .Gracienne, one of her women, has fince told 
me, that fhe would retire from all company to pafs 
whole nights in grief, and in weeping on account of 
thefe predictions. 

Being then far advanced in her pregnancy, many 
perfons will be at no lofs to guefs the caufe of that 
misfortune which attended it. She was already 
ereatly indifpofed both in body and mind, when, at 
the latter end of Lent, fhe was defirous of making 
one of the party with the king at Fontainebleau : 
fhe ftaid there but a few days. ‘The king, who was 
not willing to incur the cenfure of keeping this la- 
dy with him during the Eafter holidays, intreated 
her to leave him to fpend them at Fontainebleau, 
and to return herfelf to Paris *. Madam de Beau- 
fort received this order with tears: it was ftill worfe 
when they came to part; Henry, on his fide, more 
paffionately fond than ever of this lady, who had 


already brought him two fons, and a daughter, 


named Henrietta, did himfelf equal violence. He 
conducted her half-way to Paris; and although 
they propofed only an abfence of a few days, yet 
they dreaded the moment of parting, as if it had 


* According to P. Matthieu, + At Metun the lay the day be- 


tom. II. liv, ii. p. 3:6. fhe came fore, whence the king conducted : 


.to Paris, in order to have the arti- her to the boat in which fhe ent- 


cles of the purchafe of Chateauneuf barked to come down to the arfe- 
in Perche expedited, nal, or ee 
| been 
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been for a much longer time. Thofe who arein- 1-00, 
clined to give faith to prefages, will lay fome ftrefs CVS 
upon this relation. ‘The two lovers feveral times 
renewed their parting endearments, and in every 
thing they faid to each other at that moment, fome 
people have pretended to find proofs of thofe pre- 
fages of an inevitable fate. mick 
Madam de Beaufort fpoke to the king as if for 

the laft time * ; fhe recommended to him her chil- 
dren, her houfé of Monceauix, and her domeftics : 

the king liftened to her, but, inftead of comforting 

her, gave way to a fympathifing grief. Again they 
took leave of each other, and a fecret emotion 
again drew them to each other’s arms. Henry 
would not fo eafily have torn himfelf from her, if 

the maréchal D’Ornand, Roquelaure, and Fronte- 

nac, had not taken him away by force. At length 

they prevailed upon him to return to Fontainebleau ; 

and the laft words he faid were, to recommend his 
miftrefs to the conduct of La-Varenne, with orders — - 
to provide every thing fhe wanted, and to conduct 

her fafely to the houfe of Zamet, to whom he had 
ce to confide the care of 4 perfon fo dear to 

im. 
I was at Paris when the duchefs of Beaufort ar- 

tived there; and intending to go with my wife a 

few days after to receive the communion at Rolny, 
whither I carried the prince and princefs of Orange, 

to whom I was defirous of fhewing the new build- 

ings which the king’s liberality had enabled me to 

taife there; I thought I was under a neceffity of 
‘waiting upon this lady to take my leave of her. 
She no longer remembered any thing that had paf- 

fed at Saint-Germain, but gave me a moft oblig- 

ing reception: not daring to explain herfelf clearly 
upon that compliance with her projects to which 

dhe fo ardently wifhed to bring me, fhe contented 


* # D*Aubigné fpeaks in the fame manner of this parting, toms live 
‘ Vv. ch, iii, En 4 y x { . 
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herfelf with endeavouring to engage me in her in- 


VV terefts, by mingling with thofe civilities which fhe 


fhewed but to few perfons, words that carried a 
coubie fenfe, and hinted to me a boundlefs gran- 
deur, if I would relax a little of the feverity of my | 
counfels to the king with regard to her. . I, who 
was as little moved with the chimeras that filled her 


head, as with thofe fhe thought to infpire me with, 


pretended not to underftand any part. of a difcourfe 


fo intelligible ; and anfwered her in equivocal terms 


with general proteftations of .refpect, attachment, 
and devotion ; which fignify what one will 
At my return home, I defired my wife to pay 
the fame compliment to the duchefs : fhe was re- 
ceived with equal tendernefs : madam. de Beaufort 
intreating her to love her, and to be with her as a 


friend, enteréd into cont Gdences, that would have 


EAS the laft inftance of the moft intimate friend- 


underftanding, was not very delicate in the choice 
of her confidants : it was her higheft pleafure, to 
entertain any perfon fhe firft faw with her fchemes 
and expectations ; and the more thofe fhe converfed 
with were her inferiors, the lefs reftraint fhe laid on 
herfelf ; for then fhe no longer guarded her expret- 
fions, and often affumed the airs of a queen. 

he had as little caution with refpect to what real- 
ly happened, as to what fhe was in expectaticn 
would happen : ; too much fimplicity on fuch occa- 
fions gave rife probably to thoie reports which were 
foread in the world concerning fome irregularities 
in her conduct when fhe was very young, Thefe” 
cenfures, however, appeared to me to be the mere 


ef “. of the malice of her enemies; for it could 


not be imagined that a woman would carry her in- 
pS udence and folly fo far as to fay both good and 
ill of herfelf Te tee ; and I never thought I 


had any reafon torepreach myfelf with having, for 


fix years, confined a woman named La Roufe, who 
| r _ Was 


+ 


fhip to thofe who, like madam de Rofny,. were ig- _ 
orant that the duchefs, who had no great fhare of. 
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was one of her fervants, and her hufband, in the 1599. 
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Baftile, who, after the death of this lady, conti- us 


hued to load her memoty with the utmoft infamy : 
for although all they faid had been true, yet the re- 
_ fpect that was due to her family, and ftill more to 
the tendernefs the king had for her and the chil- 
dren fhe brought him, ought to have filenced their 
flanders. | | | 
Madam De Rofny could not help being furprifed 
atthe duchefs’s difcourfe, and was ftill more fo, 
when this lady making an aukward affemblage of 
the civilities which are praétifed between equals, and 
thefe airs of a queen, told her fhe might comé to 
her coucher and lever whenever fhe pleafed; and 
many other fpeëches of the fame kind. My wife, 
as well as every one elfe, concluded there would be 
a great change in the duchefs’s fortune, and returned 
home full of thefe reflexions, which fhe commu- 
hicated to me. I had not even difclofed to my wife 
what had pafied between the king and me upon 
this fubjeét, as well as the fcené at St. Germain: I 
 promifed her to acquaint her with the true ftate of 
things, provided fhe would nor tell the princefs of 
Orange what madain de Beaufort had faid to hér ; 
and we fet out together for Rofny. _ 
- Two days after, which was the Saturday beforé 
Eafter, as I was performing my promife to madami 
de Rofny, and acquainting her with the duchefs’s 
defign to pet herfelf declafed queen, all the prac- 
tices of her relations and dependants for that pur- 
pole, the ftruggles the king had in his own mind, 
and the refolution he had at length taken to over- 
come himfelf, adding fome reflections upon the ca- 
lamities which a contraty conduct would bring upon 
the kingdom, I heard the bell of the firft gate of 
the caftle without the moat ring; and none of my 
fervants anfwering, as it was yet fcarcely day, the 
bell was rung with more violence, and a voice feve- 
ral times repeated, I come from the king. \mme- 
‘diately I wakened a footman, and while he went to 
open 
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3599. open the gate, I flipped on a night-gown, and ran 
UNS down ftairs, greatly alarmed at being fent to fo early : 
in the morning. | 2 
The courier faid that he had travelled all night to 
tell me that the king defired I would come inftantly 
to Fontainbleau : his countenance had fo deep a con- 
cern on it, that I afked him if the king was ill? 
<< No,” he replied, ‘ but he is in the utmoft af- 
<¢ fiction: madam the duchefs is dead.” The 
news appeared to me fo improbable that I made him 
repeat it feveral times; and when convinced that it 
was true, I felt my mind divided between my grief 
for the condition to which her death reduced the 
king, and my joy for the advantage all France 
would gain by it, which was increafed by my being 
fully perfuaded in my own mind, that the king, by 
this tranfitory forrow, would purchafe a releafe from 
a thoufand anxieties, and much more anguifh of 
heart than what he now actually fuffered. I went” 
up again to my wife’s chamber full of thefe reflexi- | 
ons, ‘* You will neither go to the duchefs’s coucher 
“ nor /ever,” faid I, ‘ for fhe is dead.” I brought 
the courier up with me, that while I dreft, and he 
breakfafted, he might inform us of all the circum- 
ftances of this great event, which was itill better re- 
lated in the letter Ea Varenne had written from Paris: 
to the king, and which his majefty fent me by the 
courier, together with a fecond from La Varenne, 
directed to myfelf. à 
Zamet * had received his oueft with all the affi- 
duity of a courtier who is folicitous to pleafe, and 
neglected nothing which he thought might contri- 
bute to make her pafs the time agreeably. Om 
Maundy-Thurfday madam de Beaufort,. after din- 


# Sebaftian Zamet, a rich pri- contrac of marriage, to ftyle him: 


vate gentleman, was an Italian and 
a native of Lucca: but he got him- 
fcif naturalized in 1581, together 
with his two brothers Horace and 


John, Antony. He defiredthe no- 


tary who drew up his daughter's 


lord of feventeen hundred thoufand 
crowns. Henry. IV.: had: pitched 


on his houfe for his meals and par. 


ties of pleafure :. this prince befides: 
loved him becaufe he was a faceti- 
ous and merry man. 
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ner, where fhe had eaten of the greateft delicacies, 1490. 
and all prepared to her tafte, had an inclination to Le nd 


hear the evening fervice at St. Antony’s the lefs : fhe 
was there feized with fainting fats, which obliged her 
to be carried back immediately to Zamet’s. As foon 
as fhe arrived fhe went into the garden and was im- 
mediately attacked with an apoplectic fit, which it 
was expected would have inftantly ftifled her. She 
recovered a little, through the affiftance they gave 
her; and ftréngly poffefied with a notion that fhe 
was poifoned *, commanded them to carry her from 
that houfe to madam de Sourdis her aunt, who lived 
in the cloifter Saint Germain. | 
Scarce had they time to put her in bed when thick 
fucceeding convulfions, fo dreadful as amazed all 
that were prefent, and in a word all the fymptoms 
of approaching death, left Varenne, who had taken 
up the pen to write the king word of the accident 
that had happened, nothing elfe to fay but that the 
phyficians all defpaired of his miftrefs’s life, by the 
nature of her diftemper, which required the moft 
violent remedies, and the circumftance of her being 
far gone with child, which made all applications 
‘mortal +. Scarce had he fent away the letter when 
madam de Beaufort drawing near her laft moments, 
was feized with new convulfions which turned her 
_ black, and disfigured her fo horribly that La Va- 
-renne, not doubting but the king, upon the receipt 
of his letter, would fet out immediately to fee his 


* D’Aubigné gives us to under- fays, that he knew fome old men 
ftand this, when he fays, that after who remembered to have feen the 
fhe had refrefhed herfelf with Za- © duchefs lie in ftate in the nunnery 
met, by eating a large citron, or, of Saint Germain. 
according to others, a fallad, “ fhe + ‘* The phyfician La Riviere, 
** immediately felt fuch an inflam- ‘* came in great hafte upon this 
‘ mation in Her throat and fuch ‘ occafion, fays D’Aubigné, with 
violent twitchings in her fto- ‘* others of the king’s phyficians, 
*< mach, that,” &c. But neither ‘ and entering but three ftepsinto 
De Thou, Baffompierre, Le Septen- ‘* her chamber, when he faw the 
naire, nor any other hiftorian, im- ‘* extraordinary condition fhe was 
putes her diforder to poifons’ Le © ‘© in, went away faying to his bro- 
Grain afcribes it to the crude and * ther phyficians, This is the hand 
cold juice of the citron, ‘Sduval % of God,” ‘Tom. III, liv. v. c. 3. 
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miftrefs, thought it better to fend him word in a fe- 


er cond billet that fhe was dead, than to expofe him to 


a fpectacle at once fo dreadful and afflicting as that 
of a woman whom he tenderly loved, expiring in 
agitations, ftruggles, and agonies, that left hardly 
any thing of human in her figure. 

La Varenne, in the letter he fent me by the fame 
courier,'informed me that the duchefs was not dead, 
but by what he could judge had not an hour to live +, 
in effect fhe expired a few moments after, ina gene- 
ral fubverfion of all the funétions of nature capable 
of infpiring horror and difmay. The king, who 
upon the receipt of La Varenne’s firft letter, had not 
failed to mount his horfe immediately, received the 
fecond when he was got half way to Paris, and liften- 
ing to nothing but the excefs of his paffion, was re- 
folved, notwithftanding all that could be faid to him, 
to give himfelf the confolation of feeing his miftrefs 


. Le Crain, liv. vii. 


+ once more, dead as he believed her to be. 


# Saturday morning, the convul- 
fions had writhed her mouth to the 
back of her neck. Her body was 
opened, in which a dead child was 
found. See concerning this death,M. 
De Thou, liv. cxxii. Matthieu, ibid, 
Le Septennaire, 
ann. «599. Mem, de Baffompierre, 
De Thou, Matthieu, and Baffompi- 
erre, place her death a day fooner. 

+ According to Baffompierre, 
who fpeaks of it as being an eye- 
witnefs, Henry did not believe that 
his miftrefs was yet dead, He fays 
that La Varenne haying come to 
acquaint the marechal d’Ornano 
and him, who had accompanied 
the duchefs to Paris, that fhe was 
juft dead, they both took horfe in 
order to bring the melancholy news 
to the king and keep him from 
coming to Paris. % We found,”’ 
fays he, ‘the king on the other 
{* fide of La Sauflave, near Vile- 
€ juif, coming en poft horfes with 
“ all expedition. As foon as he 
ge faw the marechal, he fufpeëted 
6e that he came to bring him the 
{€ PEWS, which as foon as he heard 


_ the 


“ he made great LR Me for 
‘her. At length they prevailed 
with him to go into the abbey 
‘ La Sauffaye, where they laid him 
“© upon a bed: when at laft a coach 
‘ coming from Paris, they put him 
‘ into it, in order to return to 
‘€ Fontainebleau.’ Mem. de Baf- 
fompierre, tom. J, p. 69 & feq. 
Le Grain adds, that he fainted a- 
way in his coach between the arms 
of the grand écuyer Or matter of 
the horfe. 

Without attempting in any re- 
fpeët to juftify the exceffive fond- 
nefs Henry IV. had for this woman, 
juftice however obliges us to ob © 
ferve here, that this attachment _ 
was no lefs founded on the good . : 
qualities of her heart and mind than 
the beauty of her perfon, and that 
only the antipathy which is com- 
monly borne towards fych as are 
in the fame condition, makes peopie 
fay all the ill of her that we fee re- 
lated in thefe Memoirs and in the 
other hifiorians. T will conclude 
this article with what D? ’ Aubignd 
fays, who js a writer that is Paru 


fame 
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fame perfons that had carried him back the firft time à BGG. À 
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to Fontainebleau, prevailed upon him by their ar- CSG 


guments and intreaties to go back once more, and it 
was from this place that he difpatched the courier to 
me, a 

I did not lofe a moment. I breakfafted at Poifiy, 
and dined at Paris. I made ufe of the archbifhop 
of Glafgow’s coach to carry me as far as Effonne, 
from whence T took poft, and at night got to Fon- 
tainebleau. I went immediately to the king, who 
was walking in a gallery funk in an excefs of grief 
that made all company infupportable: he told me 
that, although he expected the fight of me would at 
firft increafe his affiction, as in effect it did, yet he 
was fenfible that in the condition, to which the lofs 
he had fuffered had reduced him, he had fo much 
need of confolation, that he did not hefitate a mo- 
ment to fend for me to receive the affiftance I only 
could give him. 

With a prince equally fenfible of what he owed to 
religious and political duties, I was not at a lofs for 
fources from whence to derive arguments to calm his 
forrow. I recalled to his remembrance fome of thofe 
paffages in the holy fcriptures, wherein God as a fa- 
ther and mafter requires that confidence and perfect 
refignation, the effect of which is to inipire a Chri- 


rally more inclined to blame than viii. “ though the fieur de Lian- 
to commend, ‘ It is a wonder,’’ : ‘* court was a man of great merit 
fays he, ** how this woman, whofe ‘ and of a very honourable family: 


LS 


n 
“ 


loofe turn in it, could have lived diffolved before it was confum- 
rather like a queen than a mif- mated.’ Some accounts of that 
trefs for fo.many years, andthat time fpeak of Nicholas d’Amerval, 
with fo few enemies, The ne- fieur de Liancourt, as a perfon of 
ceffities of ftate were the only a truly diftinguifhed birth and ofa 
enemies fhe had to encounter.’’ very plentiful fortune ; but whofe 
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€ gréat beauty had nothing of the ‘ infomuch that this masriage was 


He had faid before, that fhe ufed 
with great moderation her power 
over the king: and P. Matthieu 
adds, to the good qualities which 
he remarks in this lady, that of 
having often given very good coun- 
fe] to Henry 1V. ibid. “ She would 
_ not fuffer any other perfon near 
her,” fays Le Grain alfo, liv. 


T 4 


mind, fay they, was as badly form- 
ed as his body. Mademoifelle d’E- 
firées married him only to get rid 
of the tyrannical treatment fhe re- 
ceived from her father, and becaufe 
the king promifed her that he wou'd 
hinder the confummation of the 
marriage, and even diffolve it: 
which he aually did. 


tian. 
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1599. ftian with a contempt for all fublunary things ; ; to 
war which I added fuch as might incite to the acknow- 


ledgments and adoration “of divine Providence as 
well in deep misfortunes as unexpected fuccefs. IT 
made no fcruple to reprefent to Henry, that the ac- 
cident which now gave him all this affliction, was 
among the number of thofe which he would one day 
look upon as moft fortunate. J endeavoured to 
place him in imagination in that painful, and (if his 


miftrefs had lived) unavoidable fituation, when, on | 


one fide ftrugeling with the force of a tender and 
violent paffion, and on the other with the filent con- 
victions of what honour and duty required of him, 
he would be under an abfolute neceflity of coming 
to fome refolution, with regard to an engagement, 

which he could not break without torture, or pre- 
ferve without infamy. Heaven, I told him, came 
to his affiftance by a ftroke painful indeed, but which 
could only open the way to a marriage, upon which 
depended the tranquility of France, the happinefs 
of his people, the fate of Europe, and his own good, 
to whom the bleffing of a lawful union would always 


appear too dearly purchafed, by the defertion of a 


woman, wno, by a thoufand good qualities, was 
worthy of his affection. 

I eafily perceived that this laft argument, inforced 
in a manner advantageous to his miftrefs, made an 
imprefiion upon Henry’s heart, by the foothing plea- 
fure it gave him to hear his choice approved of. He 


confefled to me, that it was fome relief to him to | 


find me placing his attachment for the duchefs of 


Beaufort among the number of thofe that are form- 


ed by a real fympathy of minds, and not on mere 
jibertinifm; and that he had been apprehenfive I 
would have no otherways endeavoured to comfort 
him, than by rendering him afhamed of his paffion 


for her. This. firft craters at was Very long. tial 


do not remember every thing] faid to the kink” All 
I know is that, after having “Ark applied thofe gentle 
foothings that affliction demands, the continuance 


oo 
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of which I oppofed by arguments drawn from the 1599. 
neceffity all princes and perfons in any public cha- Lang 
racter are under, of preferving, even in the mot ~*~ 
reafonable forrows, that freedom of mind requifite 
for affairs of ftate; Henry had not the weaknefs of 
refigning himfelf up to grief through obftinacy *, 
or of feeking a cure in infenfibility. He liftened 
more to the dictates of his reafon than his paffion; 
and already appeared much lefs afflicted to thofe per: 
fons who entered his chamber. At length every 
one being careful not to renew his grief, which his 
daily employments gradually diminithed, he found 
himfelf in that ftate in which all wife men ought to 
‘be who have had great fubjects of affliction, that is, 
neither condemning, nor flattering the caufe, nor 
affecting either to recall or banifh the remembrance 
of it. 
Joyeufe likewife employed the public attention, 
having from a foldier and a courtier + become a ca- 
puchin, and afterwards from a capuchin become 
again a foldier and a courtier, he refumed his incli- 
nation for the frock, which it was pretended the pope 
had only during che war granted him a difpenfation 
for quitting ; and this time he wore it till his death, 


© 


* Henry IV. made all res court 


go into mourning for the death of 
the duchefs of Beaufort. He him- 
felf was dreffed in black for the firft 
eight days, and afterwards in vio- 


Jet. 


Mem. de Chiverny. 
+ Henry de Joyeufe, count de 


Bouchage, and youngeft brother to 
the duke de Joyeufe, was flain at 
Coutras. ‘* One day at four in the 


ce 


morning as he was paffing thro’ 
the ftreets of Paris near the con- 
vent of the capuchins, after he 
had fpent the night in a debauch, 
he imagined that he heard an- 
gels finging the matins in the 
convent: at which being much 
affetted, he immediately turned 


‘capüchin undeFthe name of Frere- 


Ange, Afterwards he quitted 


agp | 
“* the frock and carried arms a- 
‘ gainft Henry IV. at which time 
‘ the duke de Maine made him 
* governor of Languedoc, a duke, 
‘ peer, and marechal of France. 
‘ At Jaft he made his peace with 
“ the king: but one day this prince 
** being with him ona balcony, 
“ under which was a great num- 
‘€ ber of people affembled together, 
* Coufin, fays Henry IV. to him, 
‘ this multitude feem to me to be 
‘€ very contented and eafy at fee- 
‘€ ing together an apoftate and a 
‘ renegado. This faying of the 
‘ king’s made fuch an impreffion 
‘ on Joyeufe that he entered again 
€ into his convent, where he died.”* 
This anecdote is taken from the 
notes on the Henriade, 
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Parke He marriage of his daughter *, the fole heiress of 


he family of Joyeufe, With the, dufe of Montpen- 


fier, was the laft action of his public life. The mar- 


chionefs de Bellifle +, after his example, took the 


habit of a nun, of the order of Saint Barnard. 


* Henrietta Catherine de Joyeufe, 
There did not furvive of this mar- 
riage but one daughter, whereby 
the branch of Bourbon Montpenfier 
became extiné. 

+ Antonietta d’Orleans-de-Lon- 
gueville was the widow of Charles 
de Gondy marquis of Bellifle, and 
eldeft fon of the marechal de Retz. 
Mezeray informs us that the reafon 
of her retiring, was the mortifica- 
tion fhe had received by not being 
able to revenge the death of her 


Aufband ; a foldier whom fhe had 


employed for this purpofe having 
been taken and hanged: for the 
could not obtain his pardon of the 
king. The marquis de Bellifle had 
been killedin 1596 at Mount-Sainte 
Michel,by a gentleman of Bretagne, 
called Kermartin. L'Etoile fpeaks 
of her as a woman who was much 


admired by all the court on account . 


of her beauty and underftanding, 
and as an eminent example of devo: 
tion and penitence in her convent, 
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HE time fettled for the agreement about 
the marquifate of Saluces, of which the 
terms were referred to the pope, had elapf- 

ed without any decifion by his holinefs, becaufe the 
duke of Savoy, who knew better than any other 
perfon that it could not be favourable for him, had, 
to * elude the fentence, made ufe of all thofe arts 
that were generally practifed in this little court, whofe 
policy it was, when its fafety or advantage was in 
queftion, to employ cunning, treachery, fubmiffion, 
and the appearance of the ftrongeft attachments, 
The firft thought that prefented itfelf to the duke of 
Savoy’s mind was, to revoke an agreement which 
had only been made to gain time, or with a hope 
that France would embroil itfelf with the holy fee : 
but as this proceeding feemed too difingenuous, he 


had recourfe to another artifice to make the pope vo- | 


luntarily refign the arbitration: he apprifed his am- 
baffador at Rome, that he had certain intelligence 
from France and Italy that Clement VUI. had fut 


* This marquifate was a transferrable fief of Dauphiné, to which th 
Roufe of Savoy had no right, 
fered 
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1599. fered himfelf to be gained by the king, on a private 
wr~ condition, that his moft chriftian majefty fhould en- 


gage to yield afterwards to the pope himfelf all his 
claims upon the marquifate of Saluces, . The am- 
Baflador, who was firft impofed upon by his matter, 
explained himfelf in fuch a manner upon this collu- 
fion, that his holinefs, who had only accepted of the 
arbitration for the advantage of both parties, refign- 
ed it with indignation. 

The duke of Savoy, who had not doubted but 
that the pope would act in this manner, gave the 
king, however, to underftand, that he would rely 
entirely upon him, without having recourfe to any 
foreign arbitration upon the difpute. He thought, 
by piquing this prince upon his honour, to obtain 
that which was the fubjeét of their conteft, which 
he took care to have reprefented to him, as a thing 
of fuch fmall value, that it could not merit the at- 
tention of fo great a king. And it was with thefe 
inftructions that the fieurs de Jacob, de La-Rochette, 
de Lullins, de Bretons, and de Roncas, the duke of 
Savoy’s agents, came to Paris. 


With. views of this nature the minifter and the: 


confident of the prince is commonly the perfon whom 


they begin to engage in their intereft, or (to be © 


plainer) whom they endeavour to corrupt; and if 
he fhould not appear very virtuous, do not even con- 
ceal from him the defign with which they come, and 
in their difcourfe make no longer any ufe of that 
caution which is obferved in a congrefs. Thefe 
gentlemen therefore told me, that their mafter did 
not pretend to hold the marquifate of Saluces of his 
majefty any otherwife than as a meer gift of his 
munificence; and at the fame time infinuated to me 
plainly enough, that this prefent would produce from 
the duke of Savoy advantages for me proportionable 


‘to the importance of the requeft, and my folicitude 


to fecure its fuccefs, I would not feem to under- 
ftand thefe laft words; and with regard to the firft, 
T told the agents drily, that fince, as they well knew, 

3 no 
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no one could beftow upon another what was notim- 1599. 
mediately in his own pofleffion, it was neceffary the ~~ 
duke of Savoy fhould firft begin by refigning all 

. claim to the marquifate of Saluces; and that then 
his majefty, who I affured them had no lefs great- 
nefs of mind than his highnefs, would ufe his power 
royally. And I very earneftly intreated them to ad- 
drefs themfelves directly to the king: which they 
did, difcouraged with the manner I {poke to them. 
Henry treated them with great civility, but appeared 
fo refolute upon every thing that regarded that ftate, 
that after feveral ufelefs attempts, they laid afide all 
thoughts of fucceeding this way. ‘ils 

_ Finding all France, and the court. itfelf, filled 
with malecontents and mutinous.perfons, they ima- 
gined that by pufhing them on to fome violent re- 
folution, they might give Henry fufficient employ- 
ment within his kingdom, to make him lofe fight of 
all that paffed without. . ‘Fhe duke of Savoy’s pre- 
fence appeared to them abfolutely neceflary to engage 
more clofely thofe lords. who liftened to their fugge- 
ftions, and they wrote to him, that his intereft re- 
quired that he fhould take a journey to Paris. . ‘This: 
project was, perfectly fuited to the duke’s character * : 
he confented to it; and ordered them to demand his 
majefty’s leave for that purpofe; which the king 
would have denied, if he could. have done it with 
any appearance of reafon. But the duke of Savoy 
had deprived him of the leaft pretence, by proteft- 
ing, that he undertook this journey, in order that: 
he might himfelf treat with his majefty ; or rather, 
that he came to fubmit entirely to the king’s will. 
‘This declaration he accompanied with fo many com- 
plaints, againit Spain, that he feemed to be upon the 
point of coming to:an open rupture with that crown; 
and that henceforward he would place all his hopes 
of fecurity on an union with France: He had a fhort 


* * Tt is faid, that this prince, ing words, ‘I am not come into 
during his refidence at the court of ‘* this. kingdom to reap, but to 
France, one day let fall the follow  fow,’” 


time 
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time before refufed an advantageous propofal made 
him by the king of Spain, to fénd his fon and his 
eldeft daughitér to the court of Madrid, to appear 
there as princes of the blood-royal of Spain. a 
By this ftep of the duke of Savoy, the pope was 
fully determined to concern himfelf no further with 
the affair of Saluces: but nothing could make the 
king neglect two things, which from the very firft 
appeared to him abfolutely neceflary; namely, to 
give up no part of that fatisfaétion which was due td 
him by the duke, and to difcover all his tranfactions 
with the malecontents of his court. | 
Among thefe the king always gave marechal Biron 
the firft rank. His majefty knew, that during the 
{tay this marechal made in Guienne, he had folicited 
the nobility of that province to engage in his inte- 
refts; and that at his own table he had had fuch 
converfations with them, as proved him to be an 
enemy to the royal authority. All this might have 
been attributed to the pride and infolence of his dif- 
pofition; but what gave moft weight to this beha- 
viour was, that his intrigues at the court of Savoy, 
although carried on with all poffible caution, came 
at the fame time to his majefty’s knowledge. And 
the journey the king took this year to Blois, had in 
reality no other motive than to difconcert the pro- 
jects of Biron, and to retain the people in their duty ; 
but in public, the king talked of it as a party of 


pleafure, to pafs the fummer in that agreeable eli- 


mate, and to eat, he faid, fome of the excellent me- 
lons there. His removal from Paris likewife, in the 
{tate things then were, was a matter of indifference. 
[attended his majefty, whofe ftay at Blois pro- 
duced nothing of confequence enough to be men- 
tioned : he paffed his. time there in the employment 
I have already mentioned, and in endeavouring to 
procure the fo earneftly defired diffolutien of his 


marriage with Margaret of Valois. As long as the 


duchefs of Beaufort lived, no one was folicitous.to 
prefs Henry toa divorce, either becaufe they appre- 
hended 
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hended that their endeavours would turn to the ad- 15090. 
vantage of his miftrefs, who was univerfally hated, Cy~o, 


or that they did not,care. to expofe themfelves to the 
rage of this woman; who was always to be feared, 
even though her defigns fhould not fucceed : but.as 
foon as fhe was dead, there was a general combina- 
tion of the parliament, all the other bodies, and the 
people, to folicit him on this fubject.. ‘The procurer- 
general came to, his majefty, and intreated him to 
give his fubjects this fatisfaction, The king, though 
he was not determined upon his choice, promifed, 
however, to yield.to the defires of his people. 

I now refumed my correfpondence with queen 
Margaret with more ardour than before: I had taken 
no pains to remove the obftacle which this princefs 
made, on madam de Beaufort’s account, to thé con- 
fent that was required of her ;..for I looked upon it 
asa refource to which, probably, every one muft 
have applied; and it was this only that could have 
reftrained the court of Rome, if the king had fuf- 
fered himfelf at laft to be gained by his miftrefs : 
- befides, the compliance I obferved in Margaret af- 
{ured me that fhe did not make it a pretence for an 
abfolute refufal. .I was confirmed in this opinion by 
the anfwer fhe. wrote me from Uffon, to a letter L 
had juft fent her, in which I mentioned the facrifice 
that was expected from her, in very refpectful but 
in very clear terms, as fuch negotiations require. 
Margaret, on her fide, to fhew that fhe perfectly 
underftood what was to be done, explained herfelf 
abfolutely upon the bill of divorce, annexing to it 
fuch reafonable.conditions as took away all difficulty 


for the future; “fhe only defired a decent penfion . 


might be affigned her, and that her debts might be 
paid; appointing a man to conclude this affair, ei- 
ther with the king, or with me, who, though firmly 
attached to her, could not be fufpected: this was 
Langlois, who had ferved his majefty fo faithfully 
in the reduction ef the city of Paris, and had been 
rewarded for it-with the poft of mafter of the re- 

quefis, 
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Tt was not eafy to find a man who was 


“y~ more capable of bifinefs: he brought his majefty 


an anfwer from Margaret*; for the king thought 
he likewifé was under a neceffity of writing to her, 
which he did with équal goodnefs and complaifance, 
but in terms far lefs explicit than Thad done. With 
the letters, Langlois brought a ftate of this princefs’s 
demands, which were immediately granted. To 
render the thing more. firm, Langlois undertook to 
make her write to the pope in terms that gave his 
holinefs to underftand, that fhe was far from being 
conftrained to this hee that fhe had the fame flict 
tude for the conclufion of this affair as all France 
had. D’Offat, provided with a writing of the fame 
kind, found no more obftacles : he was feconded by 
Sillery, who endeavoured to effacé the fcandal of his 
firft commiffion. The holy father ufed no more 
delays in granting the favour that was demanded of 
him, than what decency and ceremony required ; ; 
and did not fuffer himfelf to be influenced by fug- 

geftions of envious perfons, a deteftable fort of zien 
who are to be found in every place.. He appointed 
the bifhop of Modena, his nephew and nuncio, to 
put the finifhing hand to this affair, which could be 
only done in France; aflociating with him two com- 
mifioners of that nation, the archbifhop of + Arles, 
‘and the cardinal de Joyeufe: the courfe they were to 


‘take, was to declare the parties free from all & engage- 
ments, by the nullity of their marriage, Ÿ ;: 


* See thefe two letters of Men- 
‘fy IV. to Margaret de Valois, and 
of Margaret’s to Henty,in the New 
collection des lettres du. eer le 
“Grand. 


+ Horace del Monte; the pr. ; 
bithop of Arles; and Francis de; 


Joyeufe, the fecond'fon of William 
«de’Joyeufe. ‘T/hefe three commif- 
-faries having met in the palace of 
Henry de Gondy, bifhep of Paris, 
‘after maturely examining the rea- 
fons: alledged on’ both fides, de- 
clared the marriage void, by reafon 


eee 


- thieu, tom, EI. b. ii. 


serais ann: 1590 


of conne ie, different religion, 
fpiritual affinity, compulfion,. arid 
for want of the confent of ,one of 
the parties: for Henry IV. and 
Margaret de Valois were related in 
the third degree; the mother of 
Jane d’ Albert, who alfo was called 
Margaret, being the fifter of Fran- 
éis_I,. See the hiftory and pieces 
concerning: this divorce in. Mat+ 
De Thou, 


liv, exxiii, “La Chronologie Maal 
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a 
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While this affair was haftening towards a conclu- 
fion, Henry returned to Fontainebleau ; ; and giving 
great part of his time to diverfions, and the plea- 
fures of the table, heard mademoifelle d’Entragues * 
often mentioned. The courtiers, eager to Hatter 
his inclination for the fair, fpoke fo advantageoufly 
of the beauty, wit, and fprightlinefs of this young 
lady, that the king had a defire to fe her, and be- 
came immediately paffionately enamoured of her, 
Who could have forefeen the uneafinefs this new 
paffion was to give him! but it was Henry’s faie, 
that the fame weaknefs which obfcured his glory, 
fhould likewife deftroy the tranquillity of his life. 

The lady. was no novice: although fenfible of the 
pleafure of being beloved by a great king, yet am- 
bition was her predominant paffion; and fhe fatter- 
ed herfelf fhe might make fo good ufe of her charms, 
as to oblige her lover to become her hufband. She 
did not therefore feem in hatte to yield to his defires ; 
pride, chaftity, and intereft, were employed in their 
turns; fhe demanded no lefs than one hundred thou- 
fand crowns for the price of her favours. And per- 
ceiving that fhe had only increafed Henry’s paffion, 
- by an obftacle, in my opinion, much more likely to 
cool it, fince his majefty was obliged to tear this fum 
from me by violence, fhe no longer defpaired of any 
thing, and had recourfe to other artifices; fhe al- 
ledged the reftraint her relations + kept her in, and 


OF 


* Catherine Henrietta, daugh- 
ter to Francis de Balzac, lord of 
Entragues, Marcou(ffy, and de Male- 
fherbes, by Mary Touchet, miftrefs 
to Charles IX. whom he married 
for his fecond wife. The writings 
of thofe times reprefent her as not 
fo beautiful, though younger, than 
the fair Gabrielle, and ftill more 
gay, ambitious, and enterprizing. 
This fketch, which correfponds with 
what the duke de Sully fays here, 
will be very much confirmed in the 
fequel of thefe Memoirs, 

tT This fear was not entirely 
without foundation, If we may 


WoL; If. 


believe the marechal de Baffompi- 
erre, in his Memoirs, her mother 
was indeed very condefcending in 
this affair; and it was even fhe 


: that drew the king to Malefherbes, 


a houfe where fhe lived: but her 
father was not fo complying, any 


more than the count d' Auvergne, 


half-brother by the mother to the 
lady. They wanted to pick a quar- 
rel with the count de Lude, whom 
Henry 1V. employed upon this oc~ 
cafion; and they carried the lady 


. to Marcouffis, where the king ne- 


verthelefs went to fee her, Tom, I, 
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the fear of their relentment The prince endeavour- 


Lars ed to remove all thefe fcruples, but could not fatisfy 


the lady, who taking a favourable opportunity, at 
length declared, that fhe would never grant him any 
hing. unlefs he would give her a promite, under 


his hand, to marry her ina year’stime. It was not | 


upon’ her own account, fhe faid (accompanying this 
ftrange requeft with an air of modefty, with which 
fhe well knew how to enflame the king) that the 
afked for this promife, to her a verbal one had been 
fuÆcient, or, indeed, fhe would have required none 
of any kind, being fenfible that her birth did not al- 
low her to pretend to that honour, but that fhe would 
have occafion for fuch a writing, to ferve as an ex- 


cufe for her fault to her relations; .and obferving . 


that the king ftill hefitated, fhe had the addrefs to 
hint, that in reality fhe fhould look upon this pro- 


anife as of very little confequence, knowing well the 


king was not to be fummoned to a court of juftice 
Jike one of his common fubjects. 

What a ftriking example of the tyranny of love} 
Henry was not fo dull but that he plainly perceived 
this girl endeavoured to deceive him: not to men- 
tion likewife thofe reafons he had to believe her far 
from being a veftal, or thofe intrigues againft the 


ftate of which her Fail her, mother, har brothers and — 


even herfelf, had been convicted, and had Gros 
upon this family an order to ee Paris, which I 
had {fo lately fignified to them from his majefty ; 
notwithftanding all this, the king was weak enough 
to comply with his miftrefs’s defires, and promifed 
to grant her requett. 


One morning, when he was preparing to go to. 


the chace, he called me into the gallery at Fontaine- 
bleau, and put this fhameful paper into my hands. 
It is a piece of juftice, which I am fo couch the 
more obliged to do Henry, as the reader muft per- 
ceive that [ do not endeavour to palliate his faults, 
to acknowledge that, in the greateft excefles to which 
he was hurried by his paffions, he always fobmitted © 

to 


| 
| 


| 
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to a candid confeffion of them, and to confult with 
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thofe perfons whom he knew were molt sas ‘ly to cs 


oppofe his defigns. This is an inftance of rectitude 
and greatnefs of foul, rarely to be found amonet 
princes. While I was reading this paper, every 
word of which was like the ftab of a poignard, Hen- 


ry fometimes turned afide to conceal his confuficn, 


and: fometimes endeavoured to gain over his confi- 
dant by condemning and excufing himfelf by turns ; 
but my thoughts were wholly employed upon the 
fatal writing. The claufe of ma rrying a miltrefs, 
provided fhe bore him a fon in the fj fpace of a year 
(for it was conceived in thefe terms) appeared indeed 
ridiculous, and plainly of no effect; but nothing 
could relieve my anxiety, on account of the fhame 
and contempt the king muft neceffarily incur, by a 
promife which, fooner or later, would in‘allibly 
make a dreadful confufion. I was alfo afraid of the 
confequences of fuch a ftep in the prefent conjuncture 
whilft the divorce was depending; and this thought 
rendered me filent and motionlefs. 

Henry, feeing that I returned him the paper cold- 
dy, but with 4 vifible agitation of mind, faid to me, 
Come, come, fpeak freely, and do not affume 
Se all this referve.” I could not immediately find 
words to exprefs my thoughts, nor need | here af- 
fign reafons for my perplexity, which may be eafily 
imagined by thofe who know what it is to be the 
confidant of a king, on occafions when there is a ne- 
ceffity of combating his refolution, which is always 
abfolute and unalterable. The king again affured 
me, that I might fay and do what i pleated without 
offending him; which was but a juft amends, he 
faid, for having forced from me three hundred thou- 
fand livres. 1 obliged him to repeat this afiurance 
feveral times, ad even to feal it with a kind of oath; 
and then no longer hefiiating to difcover my opini- 
on, I took the paper out yee the kinz’s hands and 
tore it to pieces, without faying a word. “¢ How!” 
faid La à aftonifhed at the boldncfs of this aétion, 
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may be imagined to fuggeft to me. 
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‘* Morbiex ! what do you mean to do? I think you 


.“ are mad.”- lam mad, I acknowledge, fire, re- 


plied I. and would to Ged I was the only madman 
in France. 
pared to fuffer every thing rather than, by a perni- 
cious deference and refpect, to betray my duty and 
veracity ; therefore. notwithftanding the rage I faw 
that inftant imprefled on the king’s countenance, 
while he collected together out of my hands the torm 
pieces of the writing, to ferve as a model for ano- 
ther, I took advantage of that interva! to reprefent 
to him, in a forcible manner, all that the fubjeét 
The king, an- 
ery 2s he was, liftened till I had done fpeaking, but, 
overcome by his paflion, nothing was capable of al- 
tering his refolution; the only effort he made was 
not to banifh from his prefence a confidant too fin- 
cere. He went out of the gallery without faying a 
fingle word to me, and returned to his clofet, whi- 
ther he ordered Lomenie to bring him a ftandifh and 
paper; he came out again in half a quarter of an 
hour, which he had employed in writing a new pro- 
mife. I was at the foot of the ftaircafe when he 
cefcended; he pafied by without feeming to fee me, 
and went to Malefherbes to hunt, where he ftaid 
two days. 

I was of opinion that this incident ought to put 
no ftop to the affair of the divorce, nor hinder ano- 
ther wife from being fought for for the king, but 
rather that it fhould haften both: his majefty’s agents 
at Rome made therefore the firft overture of a mar- 
triage between Henry and the princefs Mary of Me- 
dicis *, daughter to the grand duke of Florence. 
The king fufiered us to proceed in this bufinefs, 
and, by tke force of repeated importunities, even 

* Mary de Medicis, daughter te 


Francis grand duke of Tufcany, by 
the arch-dachefs Jane of Aufiria, 


and jewels. La Chronologie Sep- 
tenfaire, anno 1600, p. 121. and 
Matthieu, tom. II. liv. it. p. 336 


My refolution was taken, and I was pre-' 


daughter to the emperor Ferdinand. 
She had for her portion fix hun- 
dred thoufand crowns, befides rings 


give an account of she negotiations 
of d'Offit and de Sillery, relating 
to this marriage. 


appointed 
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‘appointed the conftable, the chancellor, Villerot, 1500, 
and I, to treat with the perfon whom the grand duke Lt 


fhould fend to Paris. We were refolved not to let 
the affair fleep. Joannini, the perfon deputed by 
the grand duke, was no fooner arrived, than the ar- 
ticles were inftantly drawn and figned by us all. 

I was pitched upon to communicate this news to 
the king, who did not expect the bulinefs would 
have been concluded fo fuddenly. As foon as I re- 
piied to his queition from whence I came, ‘ We 
“come, fire. from marrying you,”’ this prince re- 
mained a quarter of an hour as if he had been ftruck 
with a thunderboit. He afterwards walked up and 
down his chamber haftily, delivering himfelf up to 
reflections, with which his mind was fo violently 
agitated, that for a long time he could not utter a 
word. I did not doubt but that all [ had reprefented 
to him had now a proper effect: At length recover- 
ing himfelf like a man who had taken his refolution, 
<¢ Well!” faid he, rubbing his hands together, 
“ well, depardieu! be it fo, “there is no remedy: if 
“ for the good of my kingdom 1 muft marry, I 
“# mufts? He acknowledged to me, that the fear 
of. fucceeding no better in his fecond than his firft 
marriage was the caufe of his irrefolution. Strange 
caprice of the human mind! A prince who had ex- 
tricated himfelf with glory and fuccefs from a thou- 
fand cruel diffenfions, which war and policy had 
occafioned, trembled at the very thoughts of do- 
~meftic quarrels, and feemed more troubled than 
when, that very year, upon notice fent from a ca- 
puchin of Milan *, an Italian, who had come t> 
Paris with an intention to poignard'him, was feized 
in the midft of the court. The marriage, though 
concluded on, was not folemnized till the following 
year. 

* His name was Frere Honorio, offers to be made him by his ame 


Henry IV, thanked him himfelf for baffador at Rome. Matthieu, tom. 
#, and'caufed feveral advantageous II, liv. ii. p. 302. 
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Other foreien affairs in this, which remain to be 
the war inthe Low Countries, 
which was vigoroufly begun when the archduke went 
into tho/e provinces; the king, upon reiterated coms 
plaints from Spain, forbad his fubjects to bear arms 
in the fervice of the States, but this was merely for 
form’s fake, policy not permitting him to fuffer the 
Flemifh to be opprefied. His majefty not only for- 
bere to punifh thofe who difobeyed thefe orders, but 
likewife affifted that people privately: the war in 
Hungary, which I fhall fay nothing of, except that 
the duke of Mercceur afked and obtained leave to 
ferve in the troops of the emperor Rodolph; the 
revolution that happened in Sweden, where the then 
reigning king and elected one of Poland * was de- 
throned by his fubjects, who put his uncle Charles 
duke of Sudermania in his place; and loft all hope 
of ever being reftored by the defeat he received from 
his rival. 

With refpect to my own perfonal affairs, this was 
the mott confiderable. This year the princefs 7’ E+ 
pinoi + came to me when! was at Blois, to engage 
my intereft with the king againft the princes of 
Ligne, who had at tempted to ufurp her eftate, and 
Thefe children were five in 
number, four of whom, three fons. and her eldeft 
daughter, fhe had brought with her; the youngeft 


was educated under the care of madam de Roubais, 


widow of the vifcount de Gand her uncle and mine. 
The princefs told me, that the neareft relation by 
the father’s fide which her children had in France 
being myfelf, it was fit I fhould be their guardian. 


I accepted willingly of this truft, to procure them 


* Sigifmond, . This misfortune widow of Peter de Melun prince 


2599 


befel him for attempting to re-efta- 
blifh the catholic religion in Swe- 
den. See, with regard to alf thefe 


foreign affairs, De Thou, le Sep- 


tennaire, -and other hiftorians, an. 


 Hippolite de Montmorency, 


d'Epinoi,died in 1594. The princefs 
de Ligne, of whom he fpeaks here, 
are l’Amoral prince detLigne, go- 
vernor of Artois, that married Mary 
de Melun, who had the feigniories 
of Roubais, d’Antoing, &c. and his 
brothers, 


juftice ; 


4 
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juftice ; and had the fatisfacion at the end of feven 1599. 
_ years, during which time [ took the fame care of Uru 


thefe children as my own, to reftore to them the 
_poffeffion of all their eftates, which amounted to a 
hundred and twenty thoufand livres a year. I fhalf 
have occafion hereafter, to take notice of the obliga. 
tions they received from his majetty. 

About the fame time the merchants of Tours 
came to intreat my affiftance in procur ing léave for 
them to cftablifh manufactures of filks, and of gold 
and filver ftuffs, which had not yet been made in 
France, together with a prohibition for importing 
any from foreign countries {or the future, affuring 
me that they had fafiicient for to fupply the whole 
kingdom. Before I gave them their anfwer, I re- 
quired time to earn if their report was true; and 
being convinced it was not, I endeavoured to dif- 
fuade them from an enterprife which could not mit- 
carry with impunity: I could not prevail. Upon 
my refufal they addreffed themfelves directly to his 
majefty.. I thought it neceflary not to oppofe an 
eftablifhment, aid’ if well conducted, might be 
‘of gréat ufe. The king, overcome by their impor- 
tunity, granted-all they afked ; but fix months were 
fearce pafied, when, for want ‘of having taken pro- 
per meafures, they. came to get their commiffions 
revoked, which had given general difcontent, on 
account of the inconveniency “and increafe of expence 
to the purchafers, which had been produced by this 


‘new regulation *. 


* The murmurings of the bank- 
“ers and the public farmers of the 
revenue, whofe profits the new 
prohibition had confiderably dimi- 
nifhed, likewife contributed not a 
little to its revocation. Chronolo- 
gie Septennaire, P+ 94. aN. 1599. 
The cafe is the fame with regard to 
‘thefe fuffs as all the other parts of 
traffic. The freedom of trade which 
fhould fubfift between all the nati- 
ons of the world, will not give us, 
in this refpect, any advantage over 
- our neighbours, farther than wecan 


U 


find out the methods of manufac. 
turing thefe ftuffs ourfelves of.a 
more beautiful, finer, or cheaper 
fabric. “At this very day a great 
number of foreigners take them off 
our hands, and the prohibition is 
in force only as to Indian ftuffs and 
printed linens;. but it were to be 
wifhed that we would be more 
careful to forbear the ufe of the 
latter, or rather make in France 
fuch ftuffs as would ferve inftead of 
thefe which are'fo commodious and 
ferviceable. 
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Ah king believing the affair of the marquifate 


of Saluces would not be finifhed without ftriking 


a HT forit, had, for fome time, thought of get- 


ting a man to perform the duties of grand mater 


of the crdnance, who was capable of acquitting 
himfelf well of them, and above all of acting by 
himfelf ; this good old d’Eftrées was not able to 
do: however, his majefty would. not take away the 
poft from ore for his children’s fake, of whom 
monfieur d’Eftrées was the grandfather; but the 
expedient he hit upon was, that the elder de Born 
being defirous of refigning the poft of lieutenant 
general of tne ordnance, { might treat with him 
for it, and unite the duties of that employment.to 
thofe of the grand mafter of the ordnance, although 
I was not invefted with this laft. He even offered, 
in my favour, to augment the privileges of the firft, 
already very confderable, by raifing it into an of- 
fice, giving it authority over all the lieutenant-ge- 

nerals in the provinces, augmenting the falary, and 
laftly by granting the patents gratis. However, | 


muft ack nowledge, that I was not to be won by 


thefe offers, and could not refolve to ferve under a- 
nother, after having been difappointed of the firft 
place: I therefore excufed myfelf, upon the bufi- 
nefs I was already charged with, from not comply- 
ing with the king’s intentions. The king was not 
to be impofed upon by this anfwer, and, ‘after ma- 
ny folicitations which I knew how to defend myfelf 
againft, he left me in anger, telling me that he 
would mention it to me no more, but, that fince 
I would liften to nothing but my own caprice, he 
would take his own way. 

His kindnef for me made him that moment fe 
eet his threat. He caufed a propofal to be made 


to monfieur de Eftrées to refign his employment, . 
“which, as foon as I was informed of, I offered, by 
monfieur and madam du Peche, three thoufand 


crowns to madam de Nery, who governed the old 


man entirely, to procure his confent ; ; the mafter of 


the 
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the ordnance being importuned by this woman, 1599. 
told. the king that he was willing to accept of an “ww 


equivalent for his poft. The king gs immediately ac- 


quainted me with his refolution, adding, that he 


equired nothing of me for the offence T had given 
him, but to put his artillery into a condition to ob- 
tain the marquifate of Saluces for him, which, he 
was every day more convinced, would not be yield- 
ed without force, that is to fay, without a great 
number of very difficult fieges; for that is the 
ufual way of carrying on a warin Savoy. I thanked 
his majefty, and agreed with d’Eftrées for eighty 
thoufand crowns; all thefe petty claims arifing to a 
confiderable fum more, I was, on this occafion, 


obliged to take up rents to the value of a hundred | 


thoufand crowns from Morand, Vienne, and Ville- 
montée; and three days afterwards | was folemnly 
invefted with. the dignity * of grand mafter of the 
ordnance, and-took the ufual oath for it. This was 


the fourth. great office with which I was then ho-. 


noured ; the annual produce of it was twenty four 
thoufand livres. I thought myfelf obliged, in gra- 
titude to his majefty for this laft inftance of his 
bounty, to give all my cares to the artillery. I 
vifited the arfenal, where every thing feemed to me 
in fuch a eral condition, that I refolved to 
take up my refidence there, that I might apply my- 
felf wholly towards its re-eftablifhment, although 
this caftle was then very ill built, and deftitute of 
every conveniency. 


* The king declared it an of- ‘ the importance of the thing it- 
fice of the crown, and that in fa- ‘* felf and his own good fenfe 
vour of M. de Sully. Brantome, ‘ wouldhaveitfo, Witnefs what 
in the place where he gives us the ‘he performed in the laft war 
lift of the grand mafters ef the ‘* with Savoy, where, in a fhort 
ordnance, fpeaks thus, ‘* Since M. ‘‘ time, he gave proof of very 
“€ de Rofny has had this charge of “‘ quick difpatch and diligence, by 
** grand mafter, who undoubtedly ‘* being fooner in the field than 
‘€ does the place fo much honour, ‘he was expected.” Vies des 
“ the arfenal is in very good or- hommes illuftres, art, M, Rony, 
“* der, owing to his great capacity tom. I, p. 227, 228. 
‘f and application, efpecially as 
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The affairs of the artillery were ftill worfe. IT. 
+ began by areform of the officers of this body, 
who, not having the flighteft notion of their trade, 
were, in fact, only the fervants of the officers of 
the court of juftice. I cafhiered about five hundred 
of them at one ftroke. I conferred next with the 
commiflaries for faltpetre, and agreed with them 
for a confiderable provifion of powder, which I 
fhewed to the king. I treated likewife with the 
mafters of great iron-works, for iron to make car 
riages and bombs; with foreign merchants for the 
metal; and with cart-wrights and carpenters, for the 
wood-worle ne eceflary for ‘the defigns I had formed. 
His majefty came to vifit his arfenal himfelf, ff 
teen days after I was fettled there; and thefe vifits 
became afterwards one of his chief amufements : 
he took pleafure in feeing all the preparations that 
were making there, and the extreme diligence with 
which I applied myfelf to them. 

That diligence indeed was no more than necef- 
fary in the prefent pofture of affairs in Savoy, the 
detail of which, and that of the war they produced, 
will make up the fubject of thefe Memoirs for all 
the following year. It was at the end of this, that 
the duke of Savoy left his own dominions to come 
into France with thofe intentions I have already men- 
tioned, but they were too well known to produce 
the effects he had promifed himfelf from his arti- 


fices. The refleétions which the paft conduct of 


this prince, together with that of his agents, and 
a knowledge df his character gave rife to, were far 


from being favourable to him. There was like- 


wile fomething full more pofitive againft him: Lef- 
diguieres had fent advice to his majefty, that the 
duke was fortifying his caftles and towns with great 
care, efpecially thofe of Brefle, and furnifhing them 


‘with ammunition and provifions. It was known, 
by means of the count de Carces and the fieur du 


Paffage, that he had ftrongly folicited the court of 


Madrid, and preffed the pope, to procure a fecond- 


-je-. 
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‘reference of the affair; reprefenting to him, that it 
was the intereft of all Italy not to fuffer. that his 
-moft chriftian majefty fhould poffefs any thing be- 
yond the Alps. ‘The French refidents at Florence 
fent advice, that the duke’s purpofe, by coming in- 
to France, was to circumvent the king; who, on 
his fide, was perfuaded, that it was M. de Savoy 
himflf who would be the dupe, not only of him, 
but of the king of Spain and other princes of Italy; 
for thefe laft were at no pains to conceal their diflike 
of the duke of Savoy’s ambitious and reftlefs fpirit: 
and the king of Spain had not forgot the public 
complaints he made, that while they gave the Low 
Countries and Franche Compté, of more value than 
the two Caftiles and Portugal, as a portion for one 
of their infantas, the other, whom he had married, 
had nothing but a crucifix and an image of the 
Virein Mary. Many other indecent fallies of the 
like nature, followed by reciprocal complaints, had 
abfolutely ruined their former good correfpondence. 
The event proved the juftnefs of thofe obferva- 
tions which the letter the Mb fhewed me from Lef- 
diguieres occafioned ; but in public he fhewed no 
relentment at what he had learned of the dûüke”’s 
proceedings ; he even ordered me to fpare no ex- 
pence to give him, at Lyons, fuch a reception as is 
due to foreign fovereigns. This prince, I believe, 
had no caufe to complain of me upon this account: 
but meffieurs the counts of Saint-John * did not 
actin the fame manner; they denied him certain 
honours which the dukes of Savoy claimed in the 
afiembly of canons as counts of Villars. It was 
at Fountainebleau and at Paris where the fhew was 


- # Tt was by order of the king, 
according to F. Matthieu, vol, II. 
b. ii. p. 323. that the canans of 
Lyons refufed the duke of Savoy 
the place of honorary canon in their 
cathedral, which they had granted 
‘to the former duke his father, and 
that for a very obvious reafon, the 


houfe of Savoy having fince that 
time loft poffeffion of the earldom 
of Villars. This ceremony con- 
fifted in prefenting fome facred vet. 
ments to the duke at the entrance 
of the cloyfter, and giving him 
rank in the church among the ca- 
nons, 
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The + duke of Savoy, on his 


ew part, appeared with fplendor fuitable to his rank, 


Æhrce days after his arrival at Paris, the king, 
wale was defirous of fhewing him the new regula- 
tions in the arfenal, fent me notice that he would 
come and fup there with the duke and chief lords 
and ladies of his court. The duke of Savoy came 
fo long before, that I could not impute fuch extra- 
ordinary halte to mere accident. He defired to fee 
the magazines; which was not what I wanted. I 
was afhamed of the poverty of the old magazines, 
and therefore carried him into the new work-houies. 
‘Twenty cannons lately caft, and as many more in 
a readinefs for it, forty completely mounted, and 
feveral other works which he faw carrying on with 
great diligence, furprifed him fo much, that he could 
net help afking me what I meant by all thefe pre- 
parations ? Sir, replied I, fmjling, to take Mont- 
melian. The duke, without giving any indications 
that this reply had a little difconcerted him, afked 
with an air of gaiety and freedom, if I had ever | 
been there; and upon my anfwering him in the ne- 
gative, ‘¢ Truly, I thought fo, faid he, or you 
‘ would not have talked of taking it; Montme- 
‘ lian is impregnable.” 
tone, that] would not advife him to oblige the king 
to make the attempt, becaufe I was very certain 
Montmelian would, in that cafe, lofe the title of 
impreenable. 

Thefe words gave our converfation immediately 
a very ferious turn. The duke of Savoy taking 
occafion to mention the affairs which brought him 


ainto France, had already, in a polite manner, be- 


sun to make me fenfible that he knew I was not in 


his intereft, when we were interrupted by the arrival 


+ Notwithftanding this magni- his demand. “TI have delivered 


ficent reception, the duke of Sa- ‘* my meffage, fays he, and may 


I anfwered in the fame ! 


voy, after the firft conference he 


had with Henry 1V, became fenfi- 


Ble that he was not likely to obtain 


“ now go whenever I will.” Mat- 

thieu fur le Voyage de ce prince en 

France, tom. II, liv, ii, | ’ 
of 
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of his majefty : 
of but pleafure. However, the fame night com- 
miffioners were named for examining the occafion 
of the conteft: the conftable, the chancellor, ma- 
rechal Biron, Meifle, Villeroi, and myfelf, were 
appointed for the king; and for the duke of Savoy, 
Belly his chancellor, the marquifs de Lullin, the 
fieurs de Jacob, the count de Morette, the cheva- 
lier de Brétons, and des Allymes. 

The duke of Savoy had already brought over the 
greater part of our commiffioners to his interefts : 
he gained them completely at laft, by the liberal 
oifts which he beftowed both on them and the whole 
court * at the new year. But I was the perfon that 
gave him moft trouble; for every time, when the 
queftion was debated amongit the commiffioners, I 
conftantly held firm to this determination, either that 
a reftitution fhould be made to his :najefty of the 


_ marquifate of Saluces, or that Brefle, and all the 


border of the Rhône from Geneva to Lyons, fhould 


be given him in exchange. But for the apparent 
incivility of fuch a proceeding, they would have fo- 
licited my exclufion from their meetings: therefore 
they had again recourfe to an attempt to gain me, 
which they refolved to do at any price whatfoever. 

On the sth of January, des Allymes + came, to 
make me the ufual compliments, in the name of 


* The duke fent the king two 
large bafons and two cryftal vafes, 
as a new-year’s gift. ‘In return 
‘6 of which, the king gave the duke 
a crotchet of diamonds, where, 
among others, was one with his 
majefty’s pi€ture: it was a very 
fine piece, and the duke had a 
great value for it : he made pre- 
fents to all who came to compli- 
ment him.” Chronologie Sep- 
ten, ann. 1600. It was faid that 


duke of Savoy playing at primero 
with Henry, on a bett of 40c0 
piftoles, the king negleéted his 
play, fuppofing that he had alrea- 
dy won the game: but the duke, 
who had it in his own hand, con- 
tented himfelf with fhewing the 
cards to the dukes of Guife and 
D’ Aubigné, who were prefent, and 
then fhuffled them together. It is 
D’ Aubigné that relates this circum- 
ftance of the duke’s generofity or 


sé 


he had gained over the duchefs of 
Beaufort to his intereft. So that if 
this lady had not died, it is proba- 
ble the reftitution of Saluces might 
haye been difpenfed with, ‘Fhe 


-policy. 


+ René de Lucinge des Allymes, 
ambaffador from Sayoy to the court 
of France, 


his 


Ke 
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and afterwards nothing was thought 1 600, 
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1600. his highnefs: he intreated me, with great polite- 
y nels, to attend to his mafter’s reafons; that is, in 


plain terms, to approve of them; for at the fame 
time that he mace me this requeft, he prefented me 
with his highnefs’s picture, in a box enriched’ with 
diamonds of fifteen or twenty thoufand crowns va- 
lue. To affift me in making a compofition with 
my confcience, he told me, that this picture came 
from a daughter of France; and while he per- 
ceived me bufy in admiring the brilliants, added, 
that it was given me by a prince whofe attachment 
to the king was equal to his friendfhip for me. I 
fill kept the picture in my hand, and afked Des 
Allymes what were the propofals he had to make 
me? He, who thought the decifive moment was 
now come, immediately difplayed his whole ftock 
of eloquence; and for want of good reafons, en- 
deavoured to prove the advantage that was to be 


‘ gained PY the pretended rupture of his mafter with 


Spain, who offered to affift the king in conquering 
Naples, Milan, and the empire itfelf. All this 
coft him nothing; and to hear him, one would have 
thought that he had been able to difpofe abfolutely 
of thefe dominions; for which he added, that he 
did not doubt but the king would yield willingly to 
the duke a paltry marquifate. 

I could keep filence no longer. I told Des AL 
lymes, that if the king demanded the marquifate 
of Saluces to be reftored to him, it was not on ac- 
count of its value, fince that was very inconfidera- 
ble; but that he could not in honour fuffer the 
crown to be difmembered of one of its antient do: 
mains, and which had been ufurped at a time when 
the duke of Savoy, having received the higheft 
obligations from Henry III. at his return from Po- 
land, ought in gratitude to have abftained from. it. 
T thanked the deputy for his obliging expreffions in 


my favour; and to pay his compliments with others, 
-affured him, that when the duke of Savoy had 


made an abfolute reftitution of Saluces, I would 
| 7 | not 
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not forget to ufe my intereft with his majefty, to 1600. 
engage him to procure thofe opulent kingdoms for Lys 


the duke which he had offered to the king, and 
which would be much more convenient for him than 
his majefty. Saying this, I opened the box, and 
after praifing the workmanfhip and the materials, 
I told Des Allymes, that the great value of the 
prefent was the oniy reafon which hindered me from 
accepting it; but that if he would allow me to re- 
turn the box and the diamonds, I would keep the 
picture with great pleafure, in remembrance of .a 
prince fo obliging. : Accordingly, 1 feparated the 
box and diamonds from the picture; when Des Al- 
lymes telling me, that it did not belong to him to 
make any alterations in his mafter’s prefents, I in- 
treated him totake back ail together, and he left me 
in defpair of ever being able to engage me in his 
mafter’s intereft, and appeared but dittle fatisfied 
with my behaviour. 

All that remained now to be done was to exclude 
me from their meetings. Upon his majefty’s refuf- 
ing to gratify them in this requeft, the duke of 
Savoy took it in his head to defire, that the patri- 
arch * of Conftantinople might affift at thefe meet- 
ings in the name of the pope; which the king a- 
greed to, not thinking of the artifice concealed un- 
der this propofition. The next day, the king hav- 
ing an inclination to play at tennis, appointed the 
aflémbly to be kept at the conftable’s houfe, be- 
caufe he could cenveniently make his party when he 
went from thence, after he had feen the conference 
begun: but before he left us, he exorted all the 
commiflioners to have a ftriét regard to juftice ; 
and whifpering me in particular, Take care of 
“ every thing, faid he, and do not fuffer them to 
*¢ impofe upon you.” 

~ Upon the king’s departure, I found, that inftead 
of taking their feats, they divided into parties, two 


* Father Bonaventure de Calatagirone, general of the Cordeliers, ard 
the pope’s nuncio. 


and 
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and three together, and the nuncio fometimes con- 
ferring with one fet, fometimes with another, not 
fuffering the bufinefs to bé entered upon regularly ; 
and, above all, carefully avoiding to fay any thing. 
tome. At length Bellievre told me, that the good 
patriarch could not fubdue his fcruples about con- 
verfing with an huguenot; and intreated me, in 
the name of the affembly, to abfent myfelf, fince 
nothing could be done while I was prefent. I in- 
ftantly comprehended the caufe of this behaviour ; 
and bowing profoundly low, withdrew, intending 
to go and give the king an account of what had 
paffed. I met him in the gallery, where he had 
{topped to fpeak to Bellengreville: he afked me, 
with fome furprize, if all was over already ? and 
upon my acquainting him with the truth of the mat- 
ter, he fell into a great rage, and ordered me to re- 
turn to the commiffioners, and tell them, that if 
there was any perfon amongft them to whom my 
prefence was difpleafing, it was his bufinefs to with- 
draw, not mine. I difturbed a little the joy of the 
affembly, by repeating this new order of the king’s.. 
The meafures they took were, to wafte the hours 
in feeking for expedients, till dinner-time ap- 
proached ; and then they deferred entering upon the 
queftion till the afternoon. But notwithftanding all 
their endeavours with his majefty, I continued ftill 
in the number of the commiflioners, and the nun- 
cio was obliged to vanquifh his reluctance. 

Bretons and Roncas turned themfelves on every 
fide, to avoid yielding.to a reftitution of the mar- 
quifate ; they offered to do homage for it to his 
majefty, and if that was not fufficient, to hold 
Brefle upon the fame conditions. I eafily rendered 
all thefe propofals ineffectual, and got it unani- 
moufly declared, to give the duke of Savoy this al- 
ternative, either to refign Saluces to the king, or, 
in its place, the county of Breffe as far as the river 
of Dain, the Vicarfhip of Barcelonette, the valley of 
Sture, that of Peroufe, and Pignerol; in which cafe, 


ail 
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all the towns and fortreffes taken on both fides were 1600. 

to be reftored *, | Cates) 
The duke of Savoy expected a quite different 
conduct from the commiffioners; but the truth is, 
they durft not openly oppofe a determination which 
they knew to be the king’s : all the refource they 
had left was,. to join with the courtiers in fupport- 
ing the interefts of the duke of Savoy ; and were 
continually reprefenting to the king, that he ought 
not to act too rigoroufly with a prince, whofe al- 
liance he might purchafe at a very. inconfiderable 
price, and would be much more advantageous than 
a fief of no value, and which would be very difi- 
cult to preferve. The alternative they offered the 
duke of Savoy afforded them a pretence for granting 
him fix months to come to a refolution: he de- 
fired eighteen ; and I maintained, there was no ne- 
ceflity for any delay. I went to his majefty to ac- 
quaint him with this refolution, which was taken in 
fpite of me, and reprefented to him the great in- 
conveniency of giving the duke of Savoy fo long a 
time to renew his correfpondences, and to prepare 
for war. Henry, prejudiced by the difcourfe of 
the courtiers on the neceflity of granting a delay to 
the duke of Savoy, afked me how it was poffible to 
do otherwife ? ‘ By granting the duke of Savoy, 
<< faid I, an honourable efcort of fifteen thoufand 
foot, two thoufand horfe, and twenty cannon, 
to conduct him to Montmelian, or what other 
place he fhall chufe to go to, and there oblige 

him to explain himfelf upon the alternative that 

has been propofed to him.” The king did not 
approve of my advice; his word was given to the 


* A kind of agreement was con- 
clüdèd upon this plan between the 
commiffaries, which it was much 
fufpected the duke of Savoy would 
not obferve, becaufe of the delays 

he defired: whereupon, as Le- 
. Grain relates it, a certain perfon 
* propofed to Henry, that the duke 


Vou. Il: 


of Savoy fhould be feized, and by 
that. means obliged to perform his 
part of the articles. But this pro- 


pofal was rejeéted by the king. | 


See the particulars of the négotia- 
tion, and of the duke’s refidence 
at Paris, in M. de Thou, and Le 
Septennaire, an. 1599, 1600. 


* 
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1600, contrary : T was'ttuly grieved at it; for [ have been 
WAY™ always firmly perfuaded, that, but for this comphi- 


sy 


dance, his majefty might have avoided a war, and 
have received complete fatisfaétion. All I could ob- 
tain was, that three months fhould be taken from 
the fix that had been agreed upon. 


The duke of Savoy, finding that his majefty, | 


who was weary of the continual folicitarions he had 
on this fubjeét, would no longer anfwer otherwife 
than in thefe few words, [am refolved to bave my 
marquifate, fet out a little time after for Chambery, 
where; till the expiration of the time prefcribed, 
which was in the month of June, he employed him- 
felf in preparations for his defence. Tie ‘would 
have had no o¢cafion for them, if the plot of a wo- 
man, named Nicole Mignon, had fuccetded. She 
had undertaken 'to ‘poifon the king *, and thought 
to have engaged the count of Soifions, who, ‘on all 
‘occafions, ‘made known ‘his difcontent, in her de- 
fign ; ‘but he conceived fo great an horror‘at it, that 


‘crime, ‘and ‘was burnt. 


Nothing remarkable happened: during thefe three 


“months, except the difpute between meffieurs Du 


Perron and Du'PleMis.: Towards the latter end of 
the laft year, ‘appeared a book }-of Du Pleffis upon 


* By procuring her hufband to ‘means fhe intended ‘to ufe. She 


.-be admitted into the number of: the 


king’s cooks, by the intereft of the 


‘count de Soiffons, fteward of the 
‘houhhold. 
all the princes of the blood, and to 
“Henry himfelf, ‘at St. Denis, where ~ 
‘fhe Kept one of the principal inns 


She was well known to 


during the war. The count of 


Soiffons, to whom fhe had hinted, 


that it would be his own fault if 
he was not one of the greateft 
princes in the world, fufpecting 


‘that this woman had fome bad de- 
“fign, caufed Lomenie to conceal 
“himfelf in a clofet, which gave him 
‘an opportunity of difcovering what 


fwas-accuféd of *practifing forcery, 


but was only a profligate woman, 
and fomewhat difordered in her 


‘fenfes. Chronologie Septennaire, 


anno’! 600. 


‘+ "his book is intitléd, Inftruc- 


tions de la fainte étichariftie, and 


attacks the mafs by pretended ar- : 


guments drawn from the fathers, 


As foon as it appeared in public, | 
“many catholic divines exclaimed a- 
gainft the falfhood of a great num- | 
ber of the quotations it contained, | 
This obliged Du Pleffis to offer a | 


kind of challenge, which thofe doc- 


“tors prevailed tpon the bithop of 


the 


| 


E 
3 


Se 


| 


| Book XI. 


OF S UL 


FINE 


the eucharift, which was looked upon, by the pro- 
teftant party, to be a’ mafter-piece, and which I 
_fent immediately to the bifhop of Evreux, who was 
at his diocefe : the difference of religion had never 


been able to deftroy that friendfhip and gratitude 


Evreux to accept. After feveral 


letters and fteps taken on both fides _ 


to fettle the method in which they 
were to proceed, and in which it 
appears that Du Pleffis repented 
more than once of having gone fo 
far ; the king determined that there 
fhould be a public difpute between 
the two antagoniits, wherein fifty 
ef thefe paffages were to be made 
good every day, till all the five 
hundred and fifty were gone 
through, which M. Du Perron had 
excepted againft. They met in 
the council-chamber at Fountaine- 
bleau, in the prefence of the king 
_ and commiffaries appointed by him: 
thofe for the catholics were the 
refident De Thou, the advocate 
Pithou, ard the fieur Martin, read- 
er and phyfician to his majefty ; 
for the. calvinifts, Frefne-Canaye, 
and Cafaubon. They met on 
‘Thurfday the 4th of May, at one 
o'clock in the afternoon. 
one paffages which Du Perron fent 
' to his antagonift, the latter was on- 
ly prepared on nineteen of them, 
which he had fele€ted from all the 
reft: as to thefe, faid he to the 
‘King, I will lofe my reputation or 
life, if. one of them be found falfe.. 
However, he was convicted of an 
‘unfair reprefentation. in all thofe 
that .were examined: ‘and they 
could only go through nine of 
_ them: the chancellor then declared 
the opinions of all prefent, upon 
thefe nine articles feverally, thatin 
the firft, which was from Scotus, 
and the fecond from Durandus, Du 
»Plefis had taken the objeftion for 
the anfwer ; in the third and fourth 
from St. Chryfoftom, and the fifth 


-from Jerom, that he had omitted 


-fome of the moft material words ; 
sin the fixth, that it was no where 
to be found in St, Cyril; on the 


the catholic faith, 


Of fixty 


‘Pleffis, 


feventh, which was taken from the 


Code, that it was indeed from Cri- 


nitus, but that Crinitus had falfi- 
fied the text: as to the eighth, 
which included two propefitions 
from St. Bernard, that Du Pleffis 
ought to have feparated them, or 
at leaft to have put an @c. between: 
with regard to the ninth from The- 
odoret, that it was mutilated, and 
that the word idols was taken for 
images. This was the only confe- 
rence that was held, Du Pleffis 
Mornay, being feized with an in-~ 


difpofition next day, went to Sau- 
mur fome days after, without tak- 


ing leave of the king. Frefne-Ca- 
naye, one of the commiffioners, and 
Saint Marie du Mont, another emi- 
nent proteftant, were foon after 
this difpute, in which Henry him- 
felf fornetimes fpoke, converted to 
Du Pleffis pre- 
tended to prove, by the authority 
of St. Cyril, that it was not a cuf- 
tom among the primitive chriftians 
to adore the crofs, and yet he.al- 
ledged the reproach which the em- 
peror Julian throws on them upon 
this very account. “* It is not very 
“ Jikely,” returned the king, “that 
Julian the apofiate would have 
reproached the chriftians for a- 
doring the crofs, if they had 
not actually done fo ; otherwife 
he would have expofed himfelf 
“© to be laughed at.” It was the 


King tikewife who faid, that at leaft 


an &c. ought to bre been putin 
the paffage from St, Bernard. 

A catholic having obferved to a 
calvinift, that Du Perron had al- 
ready gained feveral pailages of Du 
No matter, anfwered the 
proteftant, provided that of Sau- 
mur be ftillleft to him. Matthieu, 


‘ib, This faét, which is told in the 
‘fame manner in feveral polemical 


ee any 


which 
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1600. which this prelate had always for me, nor that af- 

LUS fection and reverence, which I had ever preferved 
for his merit, his abilities, and even for his quality 
of being my bifhop: the letters we wrote to: each- 
other were always in this ftrain. I was greatly fur- 
prifed to read in that he wrote to me on account of 
the book F had fent him, that the errors and falf- 
hoods it contained were fo numerous, and followed 
one another fo clofe, that the whole book was juft- 
ly cenfurable.  < Not that I would accufe monfieur 
‘ Du Pleffis of infincerity,” added the bifhop of 
Evreux, with equal moderation in his adverfary’s 
regard as politenefs in mine, ‘but I am forry for 
<< his misfortune in having given credit to the con- 
“ fufed collections of compilers, who have greatly 
‘ deceived him.” The remainder of his letter con- 
tained only compliments upon my late preferment 
to the poft of grand mafter of the ordnance, and 
affurances of the pleafure it would give him “to 
*¢ fee me,” he faid, ‘‘ who commanded the cannons 
‘ of France, obey the canons of the church.” 

I never had fo good an opinion of Du Plefis as 
the reft of the party had, who were all prejudiced 
in his favour; and I would not have chofen to have 
been fecurity for the exactnefs of thofe large vo- 
lumes, wh'ch he fent into the world in fo quick a 

- fuccefion, for that on the eucharift had been pre- 
ceded by a treatife upon the church. ‘To write well, 
and upon thefe fubjeéts efpecially, long reflexion is 
neceffary. This I toldthe bifhop of Evreux in my 
anfwer, but at the fame time I ‘obferved to him, 
that I could not believe Du Pleffis’s book was, as he 
fad, a ferics of errors. J told Du Perron, at the 
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treatifes, is generally attefted by 
all our good hiftorians, and even 
thofe- who treat the proteftants 
moft favourably. M. De Thou, 
_ liv. cxxiil. p. 843, who was him- 
felf one of the commiffaries, Mat- 
thieu, ibid. Chron. Sept. p. 123, 


&c, Suppl. au Journal d’Henry IV. 


tom, HI. p. 51, &c. Vol. 8778, de 
la Bibliot, du Roi, Le Grain, and 
feveral others, who give us a re- 
lation of the whole difpute; fo. 
confequently no credit is to be gi- 
ven to the manner in which it is 
related. in La Vie Du Pleiiis, liv. ii. 
Pe 269, 


fame 
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fame time, that this would be the fubjeët of a great 1600. 
difpute between them, for Du Pleffis would not sys 


 fuffer his accufations to pafs unanfwered ; this was 
all the ferious part of my letter, the reit of it was 
filled with compliment, praifes, and an invitation 
to vifit my new dwelling, which do not deferve to 
be repeated *. 

What I had forefeen happened. However, I had 
expected only a private not a public difpute. I 
would have interpofed the king’s authority, to have 
hindered the two champions from proceding fo far, 
but Du Pleffis was the moft difficult+ to be per- 
fuaded, and perfifted in his refolution to meafure 
his weapons with thofe of the bifhop of Evreux. 
Every one knows how the difpute was terminated. 
Du Pleffis’s defence was weak, and ended in his dif- 
grace. “The king, who would honour this challenge 
with his prefence, gave a thoufand praifts to the wit 
and learning of Monfieur d’Evreux. < What do 
‘ you think of your pope?” faid Henry to me, 
during the debate (for Du Pleffis was with the pro- 
teftants what the pope is amongft the catholics :) “I 
_ « think, fire,” replied I, ‘that he is more a pope 


‘ than your majefty imagines, for, at this moment, - 


‘ he gives the cardinal’s hat to monfieur d’Evreux. 
If our religion has not a better foundation than 


‘ his legs and arms crofied, I would quit it this . 


< inftant.” 

It was upon this occafion, that his fais in a 
letter to theduke of Epernon, told him, that thedio- 
cefe of Evreux had vanquifhed that of Saumur; that 
this was one of the greateft advantages, which for a 
long time, had been obtained for the church of God; 
and that fuch a proceeding would draw more pro- 
teftants to the true church, than a courfe of vio- 
lence for fifty years. This letter, the turn of which 

* See thofe letters in the origi- you would fuffer me to do fo: don’t 
nal, tom. II. part. 1. p. 52. you meddle with it, for you have 

+ Sir, faid Du Pleffis to M, de notreared it. Matthieu, tom. II. 


Rofny, my book is my own child, liv. ii. p, 340, 
which I will defend, and I intreat 


2431 was 
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1600, was no lefs fingular than the.choice Henry made of 
ay the duke of Epernon to addrefs it to, made as much 


noife as the difpute itfelf, when it became public; 
which could not fail of happening when it was in 
fuch. hands. Some faïid that the king wrote it to 
deftroy the fufpicions of his not being : a fincere Ca- 
tholic, which, norwithftanding his converfion, pre- 
vailed during his whole Life, aie gave room to the 
Jefuits to mention him difadvantageoufly in their 
letters to Rome: others imagined that this letter 
had a meaning which was not at firft perceived, 
and maintained, that the king had a view in it to 
perfuade either Spain or the proteftants, that all 
efforts to induce the council of France to take vio- 
lent and fanguinary methods with them would be 
ufelefs. 

The fix months that had been given to the duke 
of Savoy were now expired, yet he had taken no 
care to fatisfy his engagement. His majefty be- 
gan to think he fhould obtain nothing but by force ; 
but, befides the perfuafions of his courtiers, who 
all feemed to have fold their voices to the duke of 
Savoy, this prince was then retarded by an obfta- 
cle far more powerful, his fondnefs for his new mif- 
trefs, to whom he had given the title of marchionefs 
of Verneuil. He was no longer able to think of a 
feparation, and (it is with fome confufion that I 
mention it) after I had, by repeated importunities, 
prevailed upon him to take the rout to Lyons, he 
deliberated whether. he fhould not carry her with 
him, to which he was farther incited by the flatterers 
about him*. She was now with child; and, hav- 
ing the promife of marriage in her poffeffion, the 
affair became of great confequence to Henry. Pro- 
vidence once more interpofed in his favour. Ma- 


* She came to meet him at St, after which, this prince carried his. 
André de Ja Cofte. Baflompierre, miftrefs to Grenoble, where he 
who was with Henry, fays, that continued with her feven or eight 
the lovers quarrelled at their firft days, and afterwards to Cham- 
meeting, but were foon reconciled: ‘bery, tom, I. p, 86, &c. 


dam 
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dam. de Verneuil was fo frightened by the thunder 1600, 


STI 


during a florm, that fhe was delivered of a dead Lu 


child. The king was informed of this accident at 
Moulins, elk iat he had advanced, and from 
whence he fent many.a melancholy leok to the place 
where he had left his miftrefs; bus, reftored to him- 
felf by his own refiexions, he continued his rout to 
Lyons, where his troops had orders to join him. 

Tintended to follow, as foon as I had fettled all 
affairs relating to the government, and taken proper 
meafures to fecure the neceflary fupplies for the war, 
which I did not delay till the moment of execution. 
I had written to the receivers-general, that, accord- 
ing to the king’s reer. à they were no longer to pay 
any bills drawn upon them, except. thofe Este were 
for the fupport of the frontier garrifons and the pay- 
ment of the troops, becaufe all others would be im- 
mediately difcharged at the treafury, to which I or- 
dered all their money to be carried directly. I 
likewife forbad thofe that paid rents, to difcharge 
any bills without a new order, to keep them from 

aying, as they were accuftomed, fuch notes as had 
oa revoked or created without money. I raifed 
fome militia which I chofe rather to incorporate in 
the old corps, than to compofe new regiments of. 
I applied myielf more particularly to the affairs of 
the ordnance. I fent orders to the lieutenants of 
the ordnance of Lyonnois and Dauphiné, and to 
the commiffioners of that of Burgandy, Provence, 
and Languedoc, to colleét all their beft pieces, and 
to make a great number of carriages for cannon 
and balls in proportion, and fend them all with the 
powder and other ammunition to Lyons and Greno- 
ble: and fearing, left my orders fhould not be punc- 
tually executed, I went myfelf to Lyons, and re- 
turned in three days. 

I gave the like orders in all the other provinces, 
and brought carriers to Paris, whom I coliged to 
enter into an engagement before a notary, to carry, 
in fifteen days, three millions three hundred thou- 
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16co. fand weight to Lyons, without explaining to them 
vw ‘what kind of merchandife it was. They were great- 


ly aftonifhed when they found their loading was 
twenty cannons, fix thoufand balls, and other things 
belonging to the ordnance not very portable. They 
alledged, that fuch heavy pieces could not be com- 
prehended in goods of carriage ; but having threat- 
ened to feize their carts and horfes, and they not 
being willing to lofe the expences they had been al- 
ready at, refolved to do what was required of them: 
and I had the fatisfaétion to fee all this luggage arrive 
fafely in fixteen days at Lyons; whereas, by the 
ordinary methods, it could not be done in lefs than 
two or three months, and at an infinite expence. 

It was always doubted whether the king would 
ferioufly renew the war, till his majefty was feen to 
take his rout to the Alps. The chancellor Bel- 
liévre, who had perfifted in his endeavours to dif- 
fuade him from it, finding my advice prevailed, 
came to me with an intention to make me approve, 
if poffible, of the reafons he had againft it. I did 
not regard him as one of thofe perfons with whom 
to enter into an explanation would have been ufe- 
lefs. His fincerity appeared in the manner in which 
he {poke to me, and the reflexions with which his 
mind feemed to me to be agitated: the condition 
France was in, for which a war of any kind what- 
ever could not but be fatal: the king’s honour, 
which was engaged to maintain a work fo folid as 
that of the peace of Vervins: the reproach of the. 
infraction of that peace to which he expofed him- 
felf: the fear of bringing all the duke of Savoy’s 
allies upon him, to oppofe whom he had an army 


‘fuficiently provided with artillery indeed, but con- 


fitting only of fix or feven thoufand foot, and 


twelve or fifteen hundred horfe, and (for fo Bel- 


liévre imagined) deftitute of all neceffary provi- 
fions. This was the fum of the chancellor’s ob- 
jections. 


I 
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© TI do not think that, in any paflage of thefe Me- 1600. 
moirs, or in the conduct of my whole life, efpe- Levy 


cially fince I have been called to the government of 
public affairs, there is any thing that can lay me 
under the neceflity of juftifying myfelf with re- 
gard to too great a propenfity for war. Should it 
appear to any one that, on this occafion, I aéted in 
contradiction to my own maxims, I anfwer, that, in 
reality, no maxim, however general it may be, can 
fuit’ all cafes; and fuppofing war to be (as I really 
believe it is) an evil at all times, it is alfo certain 
that it is often a neceffary and even an indifpenfa- 
ble evil, when by that only thofe claims can be fup- 
ported, which it would be a bafenefs to renounce ; 
fince it muft be likewife confeffed, that generofity 
and mildnefs, two qualities abfolutely neceffary in 
fovereigns, yet when employed againtt the common 
rules of prudence, degenerate into weaknefs, and 
are looked upon as inftances of bad conduct. 

To this general reply I added the particular rea- 
fons for the prefent war. I fhewed the chancellor, 
that he fuffered himfelf to be unfeafonably alarmed : 
the king of Spain was the only formidable ally, 
whom it might be apprehended would join the duke 
of Savoy; but it was to be confidered, that the 
reigning king of Spain was a young man, without 
experience or abilities for war, fufficiently employed 
in reducing his own fubjects, and wholly guided by 
‘a minifter as little inclined to war as himfelf, by the 
natural turn of his difpofition, and a defire of keep- 
ing in his own hands the money which muft be con- 
‘fumed by awar; and laftly, that he bore no good- 
will to the duke of Savoy, and was convinced, as 
well as all Europe, that the king demanded only a 
reftitution of what belonged to him: that this war 
would appear a mere difference betweën the king and 
the duke of Savoy, or rather an effect of the intox- 
ication of the latter, occafioned by an ill-grounded 
prefumption, and the intrigues carried on in his fa- 
vour in the council of France: and this prefup- 

poied, 
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1600. pofed, the fuccefs of the war depended upon its be- 
WAY ing purfued with expedition. 1 maintained to the 


chancellor, that, with four thoufand men this year, 

the king would gain greater advantages, than with 
thirty thoufand the next: but-I did not neglect to 
prove tohim, that his majefty was not fo unprovid- 
ed as he imagined, at leaft, that he fhould not want 
for two things, which, in the offices | held, it de- 
pended upon me to furnifh him with, that is, mo- 
ney and artillery. Belliévre was fo far from being 
convinced by my arguments, that he left me with 
chagrin: the event will fhew who had the beft rea- 
fons on his fide. 

The duke of Savoy feeing that, contrary to his 
expectation, a French * army was ready to fall upon 
him, had recourfe to his ufual artifices, to prevent, 
at leaft, any act of hoftility before the winter was 
begun. He fent deputy after deputy to his majefty 
at Lyons; fometimes he appeared willing to per- 
form the agreements, fometimes he eluded them by 
fpecious reafons, and at other times, he propoñed. 
advantageous projects for his majefty, and conti- 
nued to “impofe upon this prince fo completely, that 
Henry, believing he fhould be under no necefity to 
go farther than Lyons, ftaid there much longer than 
he ought to have done, While I continued with 
Henry in this city, I guarded him againft the fub- 
tilties of the duke of Savoy; but, as foon as I left 
him to return to Paris, to haften, as I have faid, 
the preparations for war, the king was fo effectually — 
deceived by the duke’s pretended fincerity, that he 
wrote to me to fufpend my cares, for every thing 
was fettled in an amicable manner. 

In effect, the duke of Savoy had agreed to all that 


was demanded of him, but this was a mere verbal 


agreement, and propofed that hoftages fhould be gi- 


* He was encouraged, itisfaid, no king in France: a thing that 
by certain idle prediéticns of aftro- proved very true, fays Perefixe, for 
logers, who gave out that, in the at that time ‘he was viétorious in 
month of Auguit, there would be the heart of Savoy. 


ven 
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ven on each fide ; à very proper management to de- 1600. 
Jay the performance of his word, by the time that y 


was neceflarily taken up in naming thofe hoftages, 
and fending them to each other. I wrote to the 
king very freely my opinion of this pretended ac- 
commodation, and did not fcrüple to difobey his 
ordets, by forwarding the ammunition *, and came 
in perfon to Montargis, from whence I fent my bag- 
gage up the Loire, intending to ride poft myfelf. 
Fiere it was that I received a letter from the king, 


which contained only thefe few words, ** You have. 


‘ guefied truly: the duke of Savoy has deceived 
“ us; come to me as foon as poflible, and neglect 
nothing that may be neceffary to make him fen- 
*¢ fible of his perfidy.” 

I was informed more particularly of all that had 
pafied, by a letter from Villeroi. The king had 
fent for Roncas, from whom he had received fo lit- 
tle fatisfaction in the explanation he demanded of 
him, that, refolving to prefs him in fuch a manner 
as to leave him no fubterfuge to have recourf to, 
the Savoyard deputy at length betrayed himfelf by 
his equivocations, which threw the king into fo great 
a rage, that he would hear no more, and inftantly 
took his rout towards Chambery; and it was from 


ct 


this place that the abovementioned billet was dated. 


His majefty imagined that this city would furrender 
at his approach, “and that he fhould not be at the 
trouble of invefting it ; but in this he was miftaken. 

This interval was employed by the king in fo- 
liciting his marriage with the princefs Mary of Me- 
‘dicis; and this nesotiation, which was highly pleaf- 
ing to the pope, was of fervice to the king, in hin- 
dering his holinefs from taking any part in the af- 
fairs of Savoy. D'Alincourt, whom his majefty 
‘had fnt to Rome on this occafion, obtained all 


* Matthieu, intheaccountwhich Sully, and in a great meafure a- 
he gives of this expeditioninto Sa- fcribes to him the honours of that 
voy, beftows, in feveral places, campaign. ‘Lom, II, liv.ii, p. 342, 
high encomivms on the duke of 361, 365, &c, 
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1600. that he demanded : the marriage was concluded on, 
wy~ and nothing now remained but to fend fome perfon 


to F lorence, to folemnize it by proxy. Bellegarde 
earneftly folicited for this honour ; but all he could 
obtain was to be the bearer of the procuration, 
which was given to the duke of Florence. 


While this ceremony was performing in Florence*,, : 


Henry thought it neceffary to appear wholly taken 
up with balls, plays, and entertainments: however, 
that did not hinder him from laying out no lefs af- 
fiduoufly the whole plan of the campaign; he or- 
dered Lefdiguieres to take an exact view of the 
caftle of Montmelian; and upon his report, that 
with twenty pieces of cannon, and twenty thoufand 
difcharges, it might be taken, he refolved to attack 
it. He likewife caufed that of Bourg-en-Brefle to 
be reconnoitred by Vienne and Caftenet, who were 
with me; and it being their opinion that the place 
might be carried, it was refolved to endeavour the 
taking of thefe two cities by petard, and in the 


fame night; and in proper time befiege the two ci-” 


tadels in form. Marechal Biron, to whom his ma- 
jefty committed this enterprife, gave the expedition 
of Montmelian to Crequy, and referved that of 
Bourg to himielf. 

The king had, without knowing it, pitched upon 
him, amongft all his general officers, who was the 
Jeaft likely to give fuccefs to the enterpr ife. Biron 
was at that time deeply engaged with the duke of 
Savoy. It is thought that his treaty might have 
been at leaft rough drawn or fketched out by this 
time. He fent word to Bouvens, the governor of 
Bourg, to be upon his guard, and informed him of 
the night and the hour when it was defigned to fur- 
prifehim. All thiswas afterwards proved. Butwhat 
is fingular enough, this treachery did not hinder the 
taking of Bourg, and on the fame night that it had 
been refolved to attack it. 


# See the whole account of it in La Chronologie Septennaire, an. 1600. 
Bouvens 
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Bouvens communicated the advice he had re- 1600. 
ceived to the garrifon and inhabitants of Bourg, us 
exhorted them to defend themfelves bravely, kind- 
led great fires, doubled, nay, trebled the corps-de- 
euard, and, in a word, took all poffible precau- 
tions on the night that he expected to be attacked, 
even to the ftanding centinel himfelf. Every one 
impatiently expected the hour mentioned in the bil- 
let, which in reality was to be that of the attack. 
However, it happened that marechal Biron, who 
was himfelf at the head of his troops, either to give 
the gcvernor more time, or to render the enterprife 
impoffible to be executed, or perhaps by mere chance, 
took a road fo far about, that inftead of midnight, 
it was break of day when he appeared before Bourg. 
He would then have perfuaded his officers to defer 
till another time an attempt which at fuch an hour 
“was very improper. But his opinion was fo ftrong- 
ly oppofed by Saint- Angel, Chambaret, Louftrange, 
Vienne, and particularly by Caftenet, who had un- 
dertaken to fix the petard in open day, even though 
the baftions fhould be filled, and likewife by Boéffe*, 
to whom his majefty had promifed the government 
of it; that Biron, fearing left he fhould incur the 
imputation of cowardife, and believing that the de- 
fign would mifcarry, was obliged to confent to it. 

The affair turned out quite otherwife: the gar- 
_ rifon and the citizens having been upon the watch 
till two, three, and even four o’clock, were of opi- 
nion that the enterprife was blafted, or that it was 
‘merely imaginary ; and when day appeared, went 
to breakfaft, and to refrefh themfelves with fleep ; 
leaving the care of guarding the walls to fome cen- 
tinels, who being opprefied with fleep, acquitted 
themfelves very ill of their charge. Caftenet, with 
three faithful men whom I had given him, advanced 
as far as the counterfcarp, with each a petard in his 
hand, followed by twelve men well armed, and of 


* Peter d’ Efcodaca de Boëïfe, 
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1600. tried bravery: the centinel cried, ‘* Who goes there?” 
rs Caftenet, whom I had inftructed, anfwered, That 


they were friends of the city, who were come to 
advertife the governor, that fome troops had ap- 
peared at the diftance of two.thoufand paces, and 
were gone back: he added, That he had much 
more to fay to monfieur Bouvens from the duke of 
Savoy ; and defired the foldier to go. and inform 
him of it, that the gate might ‘be opened. . The 
centinel quitting his poft to go tothe governor’s 
houfe, Caftenet, without lofs of time, advanced.to 
the gate and fixed his petard, which-carried off the 
draw-bridge, and made a breach, through which, 
the ditches not being very deep, twelve men, -by the 
help of fhort ladders, .entered immediately, andaf- 


ter them the-whole army. All this was executed 


with fuch rapidity, that the city was filled ina .mo- 
ment witb our men, and Bouvens -had ;only time 
enough to retire precipitately, with his garrifon, 1 in- 
to the citadel. 

The town of Montmelian * wasitaken.in-the ces 
manner ; and Chamberry, by his majefty’s orders, | 
was invefted : the citizens, full of terror, thought 
not of Na. the town, but fortified.themfelves 
in the caftle, where at firft they made a,fhew.of .re- 
fiftance; however, they capitulated the next day, 
being -intimidated.by a .battery.of eight pieces of 
cannon, the fire .of which they ,durft nor .ftand. - 
By the order his majefty caufed,to,be obferved, -there 
was not the leaft violence committed. TheFrench 


dadies, who followed .their'hufbands -in -this expe- 
dition, :fettled at Clfemberry ; sand the next day 


after the-reduction of ,it, my wifegave-a-ball to-the 
principal ladies of the town, .where all appeared as 


gay.as if it had lot changed its-matfter, 


* Confult likewife, on all thefe mentioned with great honour. See 
military expeditions, De Thou, likewife tom, I, des Mem. de Baf- 
Matthieu, and La Chronologie Sep- fompierre, 
ten, an. 1600, in which Sully is 
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After this, the king fent me to Lyons, to give . 
orders for the furnifhing and conveyance of the ord- 
mance; and commanded me to vifit, in this jour- 
ney, the citadels of Saint-Catherine, Seiffel, Fierre- 
Chatel, l’Eclufe, and other fortrefles of Brefle, 
particularly the caftle of Bourg: he ordered me 
‘Tikewife to provide a quantity of gabions, three 
feet in heighth and nine in width; upon which I 
‘anfwered him, that fuch gabions were only proper 
to make an enclofure for fheep newly bought up in 
the country. The king, onchis fide, in the mean 
time, went to pofiefs himfelf of Conflans, Mio- 
Jens, Montiers, Saint-Jacome, Saint-John de Mo- 
‘rienne, and Saint-Michael : not one of thefe places 
held out againft the cannon. The taking of Mio- 


Jens reftored liberty toa man who had been detained - 


‘in the prifons there fifteen years ; Feugeres brought 
‘him to me on account of the fingularity of a pre- 
‘diction that had been made him, upon the dura- 
‘tion of his captivity, and the perfon by whom he 
‘fhould be delivered; which was found to be ex- 
actly fulfilled. | 
Tleft Lyons, to DCE the commiffion his ma- 
_ jefty had given me *. J reached Villars by dinner- 
time, and Bourg in ‘the evening, where I was re- 
‘ceived and treated with great politenefs by marechal 
_ Biron. When he found that I came to take a view 
of the citadel, he ufed his utmoft endeavours to 
diffuade me from it ; reprefenting to me, that I ex- 
‘pofed myfelf to evident danger. He was certainly 
right : the enterprife was full of hazard; but it was 
becaufe that this marechal, having failed in his -at- 
‘tempt to hinder me from executing, my defign, had 
‘given the enemies (for I cannot think otherwife) fuch 
exact informations, that wherever I prefented my- 
‘felf I found a battery againft me. Notwithftaading 
this, I continued there night and day, till I had fi. 
“nifhed all my obfervations. 


-# In the Upper Breffe. i 
Biron, 
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1600. Biron, who probably had expected that I fhould 
Lys pay dear for my curiofity, finding that I had efcaped, 
laid other fnares for me: on the day that I was to 
leave Bourg and return to Lyons, I received advice, 
that a party of the enemy, confifting of two hun- 
dred men, had arrived ata caftle near the place 
where I was to lodge that night. I took notice 
of it to Biron, who then had none of that obliging 
folicitude for my fafety which he had difcovered be- 
fore, and treated the information as a jeft; which 
raifed my fufpicions. I afked him for an efcort of 
foldiers ; which he excufed himfelf from granting, 
telling me, that he would commit this care to his 
own guards: but he privately ordered them to re- 
turn, and leave me at Villars; which they did, 
notwithftanding my inteaties to the contrary, as foon 
as I alighted at Villars, and my mules were unladed. 
The defign of this proceeding appeared now but 
too plain. I ordered my mules to be loaden again, 
and travelled four leagues farther, nor ftopped till 
I came to Vimy, where I thought myfelf in fafety. 
My fufpicions that Biron had undertaken to deliver 
me up to the duke of Savoy were changed to a cer- 
tainty, when I learned that three hours after I had 
left Villars, the two hundred men came and ftormed 
the houfe I had been at, and feemed very much con- 
cerned that they had mified their blow. 

A courier from his majefty waited for me at Ly- 
ons; his bufinefs was, to get.a train of artillery to 
force Conflans, the only one of thofe little towns 
which the king had attacked that made any refift- 
ance, and which furrendered immediately at the ap- 
proach of the cannon. The king, whom I went. 
to vifit at Saint-Pierre d’ Albigny, told me, that 
he was afraid he fhould not accomplifh fo eafily 
his defizns upon Charbonnieres and the caftle of 
Montmelian ; and feemed to make fome_ difficulty 
about undertaking thofe fieges at the approach of 
winter. I affured his majefty, that inftead of five 
months (for fo long he imagined:the fiege of Mont- 

melian 
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melian would laft) it might be ended in fo many 
Weeks, provided that during that time the works 
were carried on with vigour, The king gave no 
credit to what I faid on this head, and étter I had 
left him faid to my brother and La- Varenne, that 
my enemies would take advantage of my prefump- 
tuous manner of talking. However, the atten- 
tion with which I had examined the weak parts of 
this caftle, which had apparently efcaped the obfer- 
vation of others, convinced me that I had not ad- 
vanced any thing lightly. 

The next day, the king taking a journey to Gre- 
noble, left the command of the army in his ab- 
fence to me. During this time, Ino longer em- 
ployed myfelf in obferving Montmelian, under the 
cannon of which we were, but in forming the plan 
.. of the out-works, and of the difpofition of thofe 
batteries with which I expected to carry the fort. I 
went afterwards to the king at Grenoble, who had 
pañled his time in deliberating with his council 
upon this enterprize, which he had forbad me ab- 
_folutely to begin in his abfence. I infifted again 
upon the reafonablenefs of undertaking it; and a- 
gain found the fame oppofition. I know not whe- 
ther it was through enmity to me, or attachment to 
the duke of Savoy, that the count of Sciffons, the 
duke D’Epernon, La-Guiche, and many others, 
appeared fo unreafonable : amongfl all the: coun- 
fellors, only meffieurs de ICS and de Crequy 
were of my opinion. I laid the plan I had juft 
finifhed upon the table, and went out, faying, that 
while they deliberated whether Montmelian thould 
be attacked, I would go and put myfelf in readinefs 
to take it; and in the mean time would fall upon 
Charbonnieres, that the example of this fort, for 
the taking of which I demanded only eight days, 
might teach them what to cnrs from Montme- 
lian. 

Accordingly I laid fiege to Charbonni ‘eres, where 
I fuffered incredible fatigues ; the firft difficulty was 

Vou. Ii. 2! | to 
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1600. to bring the cannon to bear on the place; the only 
y road that led to it was extremely narrow, bordered 


on one fide by the river Arc, ot which the bank was. 
all along perpendicularly fteep, and on the other by 
im practicab! le rocks : they could with difficulty travel 
a league a day, becaufe they were every moment 
obliged to anharnefs the cannon, one of the wheels. 
almoft always running over the fide of the precipice, 
We were certain at leaft of favourable weather ; for 
in this climate it is generally fair during the autumn; 
however, there now fell fuch violent rains that the 
road was all under water, and the eight days, which 
Thad thought fufficient for the taking the place, had 
been almott wholly confumed in bringing g up the car- 
riages. This was my excufe in the council, again{t 
the malicious remark which the count of Soiffons 
and others did not fail to make upon the promife I 
had given. The king, who that moment looked at 
me attentively, perceiving that my face was very 
red, and all overfpread with pimples, ran to me, 
and unbuttoning my clothes, examined my neck and 
breaft, ‘crying, “ Ah! my friend, you are very ill.” 
He fent immediately for Du-Laurens *, who, after 
examining thofe pimples, faid, that by bleeding and: 
taking a little care of myfelf they would be removed. 
I had, indeed, over-heated mytelf with labour; and, 
when in a violent fweat, had been wet quite through 
my clothes with the rain, without perceiving it. I 
was bled as foon as I got to my quarters, which 
were at Semoy: the king had his at Rochette, from 
whence he fent Thermes the next day to. know how 
{ was; and was greatly furprifed to hear that his 
meflenger had found me on horfeback, viliting my 
bat teries. 

‘ Beiore I erected them, I was willing to take a 
more exact view of the place, beginning with Aigue- 


belle, for that was the name of the little city at the 


foot of the fort. It feemed to me that I was known 
every where, and that there was a general con{piracy | 


* André Du-Laurens, the king’s phyficians. 
againit 
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againft me; for, as often as [ appeared in view, a 1600. 


volley was difchateed upon me. The rock upon 


which Charbonnieres is fituated, appearing inaccef- 
fible on all fides, and not to be taken by the cannon,’ 


I was greatly aflicted : however, examining it more 
narrowly, I thought that I had found out a pare 
where what feemed on the outfide a natural rock, 
might probably be a place filled up with earth co- 
vered with green turf: I repreffed the joy this dif- 


covery gave me, till the night afforded me an’ 


opportunity of being convinced of it. I approached 


very near the wall, being favoured by the darknefs 


of the night, and was tranfported with joy, when, 


upon trying the ground with my pike, I found that’ 


it went down as I defired, and that this baftion was 
_fuch as I had believed it to be. I was no longer in 
doubt on what fide I fhould batter the fort, and no 


difficulty now remained, but to find out fome place 


proper for erecting thefe batteries; for Charbonnières 


is, indeed, furrounded. with mountains that com-’ 
mand the town, but fo fteép that a man can hardly’ 
afcend them on foot. I began again to creep along 


thefe mountains, which, in reality, had a terrible 
appearance, and all feemed wholly inacceffable to 
the cannon, except one, upon the declivity of which, 
I faw a road where it was not impoffible but fome 
pieces of cannon might be heaved up by main 
itrength. Unfortunately the accefs to this road was 
by another which pafied fo near the fort, that they 
might pelt us from thence with ftones. 

This was another obftacle, which did not, how- 
ever, cool me in my attempt. I’chofe out two 
hundred French, and as many Swifts, to each of 
whom I promifed a crown, provided they could, by 
this road, bring up fix cannon, which I gave them, 
and mount them on an eminence that I p.inted out 
to them. I pitched ne a very dark night to this 
work, recommending to them particularly, to make 
as little noife as poffible; and, to prevent the befieged 
from obferving it, caufed horfes and carmen to ad- 

| EL vance 
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1600. vance in the oppofite roads; whofe cries and the 
vs fimacking of the whips, drew all the enemy’s fire to 


that fide, but with no effect, for thefe carts were co=: 
vered, in their march, by trees, gabions, and even 
by the walls, while my men that were employed in 
forcing up the cannon, efcaped the notice of the be- 
fieged, who were deafened with the noïfe of their 
own fire... I appointed La Vallée *, lieutenant of 
the ordnance in Brittany, and other officers, towatch | 
over and encourage my men in this uncommon me- 
thod of carriage. It rained fo violently, that La 
Valiée and the reft of the officers left their poft to go. 
to fupper, and the foldiers their cannen, when they 
were got about half way. This was what I had ex- 
pected; and, having taken that road, I met them 
in their retreat, and gave them a fevere reprimand, 
threatening them that they fhould have no pay for 
three months, and brought them all back that in- 
tant to their tafk, which they refumed, and» the 
cannon again began to move. [| did not quit them 
till I faw them out of danger, which did not happen 
without receiving fome check: their delay at length 
occafioned their being difcovered, and fix were killed 
and eight wounded. + 
I got back to my quarters while it was yet dark, 
foaked through with the rain, and fo difguifed with 
dirt, that 1 was not to be known, but full of joy 
that my fix pieces of cannen were out of danger, 
though net yet upon the top of the rocks. 4 flept 
an hour, and breakfafted, and returning to my work, 
met La Vallée, whe, not knowing what I had done, 
began to value himfelf upon the performance of the 
fight. The reproaches I loaded him with, while I 
contradicted what he faid, ought to have covered 
him with cenfufion ; but he was the moft undaunted 
lyar Lever knew. ‘* What! you have been there 
«© then,” faid he, without the fmalleft difeompefure. 
se Well, I fincerely confefs lam a feel.” ** You 


* Michael de La Valice Piquemouche, governor cf Comper, 
; ce 
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+ are fo, indeed,” replied], “and fomething worfe, 1600. 
< but avoid fuch a behaviour for the future, and LA 


<< repair your fault.” It was not doubted, but the 
befieged would endeavour to make themfelves a- 
mends for their being furprifed ; which did not hin 
der the cannon, by the mere force of my men’s TA 
bour, without any affiftance from the horfes, from 
being placed upon the rock at nine 0’ clock, where, 
during that time, I had made provifion of gabions, 
planks, and every thing that was neceffary to make 
platforms there. 

But, when the DR came to be filled, no earth 
was to be found within half a league of the place: 
all that could be got in ‘this ftubborn ground was 
ftony, and could not be ufed for making port- -holes 
and platforms, without running the e danger of lam- 
ang all who were employed in the work. The ofi- 
cers, for want of this ufual defence, feeing themfeives 
expofed to the whole fire of the place, came, in great 
confternation, to acquaint me with the condition 
they were in. I told them, without any appearance 
of emotion, that they fhould begin directly the pali- 
fade, which I had ordered them to erect along the 
borders of the rocks, making it very high and thick 
to deprive the enemies, at leaft of the fight ef the 
cannon, which otherwife, they would be able to 
difmount; and this was performed immediately, 
thefe ihounitains being almoft all covered with wood. 
To fupply the reft, I ordered the carpenters, and 
pioniers of the army, to cut down two hundred large 
beech trees, which were cleaved into billets, fome 
round to fill up the gabions, others fquare, to make 
a fecure lodgment for the fix pieces of cannon; and 
the better to conceal their laft fituation from the 
enemy, to which the branches of the palifade greatly 
contributed, I contrived, that there fhould be on 
each fide feveral openings filled with bafkets of earth; 
upon which the enemy made a continua! fire, with- 
out knowing at what part of the palifado the artillery 
was placed, till the moment when we were prepared to 

3 _ difmount 
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1600. difmount the battery of the fort, and throw down 
en the palifade by which our cannon had been conceal- 


ed. At two o’clock in the afternoon, this work 
was completed; and about an hour afterward his 
majefty came to vifit it, and embracing me, aflured 
me of the fatisfaction it gave him. He faw no-ob- 


ftacle that fhould hinder us from beginning to batter 


the place. I reprefented to him, that it was ftill 
neceflary to delude the befieged till night: this 

rince fubmitted to my opinion, but the” count: of 
E ciffons, d’ Epernon, La Guiche, and Villeroi, who 
attended him, making obfervations that his cannon 
was pointed againft a “rock, on which it would be 
ufelefs to lofe more time, Henry came to me and 


faid, that he would have them fire, that inftant, 


fome vollies upon the oppofite ravelin: again I con- 
tefted this point with him, and perhaps with rather 
too much heat; for it gave me great uneafinefs to 
fee a wor Le Pa had coft me fo much labour, likely 
to be ruined by too much precipitation. My refitt- 
ance put Henry into a paffion, and he again, and in 
a very abfolute manner, commanded me to obey 
him, even adding, that I forgot he was the matter. 
“ Yes, fire,” replied 1 immediately, ‘* you are the 
<¢ mafter, and fhall be abeyed, though at the ex- 
‘ pence of ruining every thing.” I caufed the pa- 
lifade to be thrown down, and gave orders that they 
fhould fire, but I would not be a witnefs of it, and 
withdrew in great difcontent. As the guns were not 
aimed, every body took upon them to direct them 
according to his own mind, bur no one hit the right 
place. After a hundred ineffeCtual. difcharges, the 
king fent La- Guefle for me, to complain to me of 
the faults of my batteries. I replied, that J intreat- 
ed his majefty would excufe me, for it being now 
funfet, it was na longer time to undertake any thing, 
His majefty ordered the firing to ceafe, and every 
pne withdrawing, I came and lay in the midft of my 
batteries, which I caufed to be completed during the 
remainder of the night, notwithitanding the Li 
| that 
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that fellin great abundance. The befieged, on their 1600. 
fide, Jaboured as hard, and were not without fome LV 


_apprehenfions that they fhould find the place, to 
which they gave the moft attention, defective: I 
judged fo by “the fires and candles which I faw light- 
ed up in the fort, and contented myfelf with inter- 
rupting their fecurity, by fring fome difcharges from 
time to time. 

At the break of day, there arofe fo thick a fog, 
that, at fix o’ ciock, the fort could not be feen : this 
unlucky accident gave me great uneafinefs, becanfe 
all my batteries were ready 5 ; and [had boafted over 
night, that I would take Charbonnieres the next day. 
I fancied, however, that the agitation of the air, 
occafioned by the cannon, might poffibly difperfe 
the fog, and I caufed fome vollies to be fired. Ei- 
ther by chance, or by a natural effect, that which I 
had jeftingly propofed, fucceeded almo%t beyond my 
hopes. No fooner had the reft of the artillery an- 
fwered the cannon fram the top of the mountain, 
than the fog wholly difappeared. The befieged had 
been all night employed in erecting a battery of four 
pieces of cannon over -againft my fix, which the im- 
prudence committed the day before had difcovered 
to them, and which, at that inftant, they endea- 
voured to difmount. I found that there was no 
time to be given them, and caufed a piece to be 
pointed dircétly oppofite to their port-holes, which 
rencered two of their four cannons ufelefs, killed one 
gunner, and wounded two others: but this did not 
happen till after their difcharge had killed, on our 
lide, fix gunners and two pioniers, and at length 
made our pieces ufelefs, till they were diflodged fiom 
thence. 

The king ran thither, upon the noife, at nine o’ 
clock, and ordered his dinner to be brought to a 
place which I had contrived in fuch a manner, that 
he might fee every thing that pañled without danger. 
‘This was an enclofure made with the largefkt trees, 
jaid at their length one upon another, in t the form of 

ep tay! a ram- 
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a rampart. I fhewed his majefty the bodies of thofe 


LU ‘that had been juft killed, and made him fenfible, 


that this was the confequence of the bad counfel that 


was followed the day before. I did not fay this with- 


out defign, perceiving that the fame perfons conti- 
nued {tll to find fault with my work, and to preju- 


dice his majefty againft me. I did not fuffer myfelf 


to be at ail “difcompofed with their obfervations, and 


told them haughtily, that, not having yet eat any 
thing, though Thad laboured hard all night, I would 
Jeave the place free to any of them that were defirous’ 
of playing the grand mafter of the ordnance, but 
that, at my return, if they did not permit me to or- 
der my batteries as I pleafed, I would abandon them 
entirely My table, as grand mafter, confifted of 
forty covers, and was placed under a kind of half 
arch, formed by nature in the rock, and hung with 
ivy. The king fent me a large trout pye, which 
was fent him from Geneva. My dinner was foon 
over, and I went again to intreat his majefty that he 
would fuffer me to > perform the duties “of my em- 
ployment alone, and renewed my promifes that I 
would make him mafter of Charbonnieres that day. 
The king replied, that he would be contented if it 
was taken in three days : upon which La Guefle faid, 
that, if he was in the place, he fhould know how to 
hinder it from being taken in a month. Go there 
then, faid I to them all, fatigued with their imper- 
tinence, and if I do not hang you ali to-day, let me 
pals for a boafter. 

The king then withdrew into his enclofure, and 
delivered me from the importunate prefence of his 
couitiers for three hours, which he paffed in wait- 
ing for his dinner, at table, and in furveying the 
park of artillery. . At the end of this time, 1 faw 
him come back with the count of Scifions, to whom 
he faid loud enough for me to hear, “ This place 
‘ will not be taken to-day.” The count anfwered, 
with creat complaifance, That his majefty, who had 
more ‘know ledge e of war than any perfon whatloever, 


ought 
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ought to make uie.of his authority to force me to 1603. 
obey, inftead of wafting time in battering a.rock,, eve 


which could not be hurt by the cannon... I had my 
revenge that infiant. The king came juit at the 
time that the enemy beat a pariey, “and the lieute- 
nant of the place came out to treat-with me. Iin- 
treated his majefty to have no part in the capitula- 
ton and I told the lieutenant that he might go back 

again, for | was refolved that the garrifon | fhould 
sacs li at diferetion. The lieutenant returned 
with a perfonated boldnefs,. faying that there were 
{till two hundred men in the fort who were able 
to hold it out eight days longer. Henry withdrew, 
eaving Lefdigueres and Villeroi with me, who per- 
fuaded me to accept of the conditions offered by the 
befieged. Leldigueres even carried me towards the 
fort, to thew me that the enemies were not reduced 
to extremity, I ftopped him when he came within 
two or three hundred paces of the curtain, telling 
him, that it would be rafhnefs to expofe himfelf to 
the mouth of the cannon of the fort; and I withdrew 
to.a,rock a hundred paces diftant, which ferved me 
as a fhelter, while thefe gentlemen very unfeafonabiy 
tallied me for my caution: but they foon changed 
their tone when a terrible fire obliged them to fol- 
low me. 

The lieutenant of the fort returned a fecond time, 
but with propofais. little different from the former. 
I fent him back without hearing him: upon which 
Villeroi faid, That, if the city failed of being taken 
that day, he could not difpenfe with himflf from 
acquainting the king that it was owing wholly to me. 
I pretended not to hear him: and, ending the be- 
fieged my laft refolutions in wriung, ordered the 
artillery again to play: the fecond difcharge fet fire 
to the powder of the befieged; and kil led t twenty or 
twenty-five of their men, and fix or feven women; 
at the third, the little ravelin fell down entirely, and 
they could no. longer bring any affiftance to. the 
breach, . becaufe the cannon, fweeping along a th 
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1600. path that led to it, at every fire deffroyed fome of 
y their beft foldiers. This made them refolve to beat 


a parley once more, which I pretended not to hear, 
although I faw their drummer carried up in the air 
at the heighth of twelve feet, by a cannon ball which 
entered the ground where he ftood, but did him no 
other hurt. The befiegéd then held up a pike, with 


a flag faftened to the top, crying out that they fur- 


rendered, and implored us to ceafe firing. Yet the 
artillery continued to play, till the enemies, holding. 
out their hands over the breach to our foldiers, 1 was 
afraid fome French would be killed amongit them. 
I then mounted my horfe and entered the city on full 
callop. It was lawful to treat it as one carried by 
affault; but that heart muft be wholly impenetrable 
to compaffion, that could not be foftened by a fight 
fo truly pitiable as now prefented itfelf: it was the 
women, the wounded and thofe that were fcorched 
by the fire, who came and threw themfelves at my 
feet. I never in any other place beheld the fex fo love- 
ly as in this city, nor fo finifhed a beauty as one wo- 
man in particular who came to implore my mercy: 
inftead of executing my threat, to hang all the inha- 
bitants, I gave the fame conditions I had offered at 
firit, and caufed the garrifon to be conducted toa 
place of fecurity which I had appointed for them. ~ 

Notwithftanding this fuccefs with Charbonnieres, 
J ftill found great oppofition in the council to my 
propofal of attacking the caftle of Montmelian. The 


debate ran very high: ‘ Take care what you do,” 


{aid his majefty to me, prejudiced by the great num- 


ber that difapproved of the attempt, ‘‘ for if we are 
‘ obliged to raife the fiege, every one will exclaim 
‘ againft you, and I poffibly fhall be amongft the 
«€ firft.”? They were not fenfible at that time what 
a {trong train of artillery, well conducted, was able 
to do at a fiege: what had happened at Charbonnie- 
res had fo confirmed me in my opinion on that head, 
that I did not fcruple to engage that I would carry 
Montmelian in five weeks, as I had already promifed 

in 
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‘in a former council: I ftipulated only for one‘con- 1600, 
dition, which his majefty could not deny me, becaufe Lin 


he had accepted it, without its being named, and 
this was, that he fhould not be prefent at the fiege. 
I forefaw that it would be very bloody. I produced 
a plan of the fortrefs, and of the attack ; and every 
one agreeing that I fhould make the attempt, I laid 
fiege to the caîtie of Montmelian. 

This caftle is fituated on a rock almoft as hard as 
that of Charbonnieres, and fo high, that it com- 
mands the whole country about it; fteep and inac- 
ceffible on all fides except that next the city, where 
the afcent is lefs difficult, but on which, to make 
amends, there runs a ditch, cut in the rock itfelf, 
and which muft have been done with infinite labour 
with the point of a fharp chiffel; befides which, there 
were three baftions, that could neither be fapped nor 
undermined, their foundations being of rock itfelf, 
almoft impenetrable, and.above a toife and a half 
deep. The country is ftrewed with feveral moun- 
tains, but fome are fo diftant, that they appeared to 
be abfolutely out of the reach of cannon, and the 
rocks that are neareft are fo fteep and pointed at the 
top, and fo rugged and bare, that far from being 
poffible to carry up and make ufe of cannon, it is 
dificult to believe that a man could climb up. The 
caftle was then provided with thirty pieces of can- 
non, with powder for eight thoufand vo lies at leaft, 


a proportionable garrifon, and ammunition in great 


abundance. . . 
The firft thought that occurred to my mind, and 
fuppcrted it againft obftacles in appearance unfur- 
mountable, was, that however folid and continued 
the rock feemed to be, upon which, or rather in 
which, the baftions were raifed, it was not poffible 
that it fhould be all af equal hardnefs; and if one 
part of it only was ever fo little weaker than the reft, 
the artillery I had would fecure me the means of 
opening a paflage through it. In order to be con- 
yinced, I began to open the trenches before de ba- 
tion 
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ftion called Mauvoifin; for otherwife it would have - 


re been impoffible to have approached near enough to 


difcern whether this whole mafs was an entire rock, 
cut with a chiffel; but the rock which we found even 
with the ground hindered us from carrying on the 
trenches. 

I was obliged to have recourfe to artifice; and 
one very dark night caufed a hut to be built with 
clay, and thatched over, very near this baftion, and 
fo low that it could not be thrown down by the can 
non: it was fhot through and through with the 
fmali arms as foon as the day difcovered it to be be- 
fieged ; but it was not overturned, and none of our 
men were init. I fuftered the enemy to difcharge 
their rage for fome days upon this hut, till of them- 
felves they fhouid ceafe to fire; which at length they 
did, fuppofing it had been built there to make them 
fend their powder in vain. When I found’the be- 


fieged neglected it, I entered it in the night, taking 


no other arms with me but a buckler, it which, 
upon occafion, | could entirely cover my body againft 
the fire. From this hut I carefully examined the 
whole baftion ; I perceived there a light at the bot- 
tom, from whence I concluded that it was hollow, 
and that it was not an entire rock which could be 
cut into fo deep. Without doubt the befieged were 
then making fome repairs there. The day begin- 
ning to appear, I perceived likewife that the flank 
was uncovered; and this was proof that it was not a 
folid reck that formed either; and that this flank 
prefented itielf naked, and eafy to be pierced with 
the cannon. I was now fatisfied, and had no other 
care but how to get out fafely, which in broad ‘day 
could not be done without difficulty, the hut not 
being above a hundred paces diftant from the para- — 
pet, which was lined with foldiers, and I had above 
two hundred to go before I could fhelter myfelf. I 


feized that ii ta when the guards being relieved, 


the foldiers began to be carelefs, and leaving my 
buckler in the “hut; I began to run as faft as 1 was 
able ; 
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able; four centinels perceiving me, cried out, and’ 1600. 
fired upon me at the fametime; their mufguet-fhotr VV 


whiftled about my ears and covered me with cravel 


and flint ftones, but did not wound me; before the! 


other foldiers were ready, ; had gained the neareft 
lodgment. 

Thad at firft refolved to place a battery of cannon 
on an eminence on the fide of the: Tere, where they 
might be carried up more eafily by the help of fteps 
cut by the hands of men; but having obférved, on 
the oppofite fide of the water, another eminence 
which faced the citadel, and which had this advan- 
tage, that from thence might be feen the road that 
led to the wells of the caftle, and to the magazine, 
the entrance of the tower, and the guard houfe: I 
preferred this laft, and confidered upon the means to 
carry up fix pieces of cannon. ‘This eminence was 
perpendicularly fteep on all fides but one, and even 
this fide of the afcent was a league about: but this 
was not the greateft difficulty; to plant them there 
~ we muft level rocks of fuch hardnefs, that moft of 
the officers thought the enterprize ridiculous. 


The enemies were not of the fame Opinion: 45 


foon as they found that we had undertaken to make’ 
a lodgement upon the edge of the rock, they pointed 
fix pieces of cannon there likewife, and made a con- 
tinual fire: the firft volley was fhot one day when I 
was giving directions about the works, with my ftaff 
of command in my hand, dreffed in a green coat 


_laced with gold, and a plume of green and white 


feathers upon my head. I obferved that this fhot 


had pañèd a good deal above my head, and that* 


which followed it as much below: perceiving that 
they were going to fire a third time, I faid to Lefine, 


Maignan, and Feugeres, that this would be between’ 
both, and that, without doubt, the befieged having” 
perceived me would take an exact aim. I retired’ 
two or three fteps behind a fhelving part of the rock,” 


from whence I held my pike in one hand fixed in 
the pl ace where I had flood myfelf; one ball threw 
down 
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1600. down the pike, the others killed three pioniers and 
y. two gunners, and broke fome glaffes and bottles 


that had Ci brought for.a refrefhment, and were 
placed in a hole of the rock. This accident was rez 
lated to his majefty, as an inftance of rafhnefs in me; 
and he wrote to me immediately, that my perfon 
being {till more neceffary to him for the bufinefs of 
the, ftate than war, he defired that I would not a& 
like a meer foldier of fortune, who had a reputation 
to raife; and that he would recal me, if I difobeyed: 
this command. 

Henry could not refift the defire he had to fee the 
difpofition of this fiege, and wrote to me a fecond : 
time, defiring I would difpenfe with the promife he 
had given me to the contray, affuring me, that he, 
would go to thofe places only that I fhould appoint, . 
and with no other attendants than the count of Soil 
fons, D’Epernon, Bellegarde, and me. I entreated 
him at leaft to difguife himfelf in an ordinary cloak ; 
and, above all, to fhun, at the expence of going 
half a league about, a certain field, ftrewed over 


with flint ftones, oppofite to which the befieged kept: 


a party of thirty or forty foldiers continually, armed 
with mulquets; and ten or twelve pieces of cannon 
were pointed there, becaufe they knew that our men 
pañled every moment through this field, to go to 
the new battery raifed upon the rock. I did not 
doubt but that he would have complied with this re- 
queft; but when he was upon the fpot, he could not 
refolve to ufe this precaution; and my intreaties be~ 
ing ineffectual, we marched all five in a file. Some 
mufquet-fhot that we were expofed to at firft made 
two or three of the company look pale; but it was 
much worfe when we entered the field ; there Was at 
once fo terrible a difcharge of the heavy cannon and 
fmall-fhot, that we faw ourfelves in a moment all 
covered with earth, and our fkin fcratched with a 
fhower of thofe little fint-ftones. Henry making 
the fign of the crofs, ‘ Iris now, faid I, that I ac-. 
p knowledge you to be a good. catholic.” Let. 
66 uS 
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our pace, efteeming it a fingular piece of good for- rs 


tune that none of us were killed, or at leaft lamed. 
No one thought of returning the fame way, but took 
the road from the mountains, where 1 caufed horfes 
to be brought for the company. 

The king was a little afhamed of his unneceflary 
rafhnels, which was the caufe, that fome days after- 
wards, when IJ fent him notice that all my batteries 
were finifhed, his majefty, who was then returned 
to the Tarantaife, having an inclination to fee them, 
ordered me to make a truce for fome hours with the 
governor. The king’s curiofity being fatisfied, I 
was feized with an inclination to exert the preroga- 
tive of a grand mafter exercifing his office in the 
royal prefence; but as this could not be done with- 
out a difcharge of the artillery, which would have 
been confidered as an infraction of the truce, which 
was not yet expired, to induce the befieged to break 
it I ordered fome commiffaries to fend certain am- 
munitions to the battery upon the rock, which they 
had an occafion for there, ‘The enemy, who had 
not loft any part of their fiercenefs, and probably 
repented of having granted the truce, cried out that 
it was violated, and that they were going to fire. 
Accordingly, they fired twelve or fifteen cannon- 
fhot. Ihad given my men orders,.in cafe this hap- 
pened, to hold themfelves in readinefs to anfwer them 
immediately by a general difcharge. This was the 
firft, and afforded matter for ferious reflection to the 
befieged, when they faw their tower battered by fifty 
cannon: they were the firit to demand a continua- 
tion of the truce; efpecially when a fecond difcharge 
fucceeded fo rapidly: From that moment they be- 
gan to alter their opinion, that the citadel was im- 
pregnable, and privately fought out ways to procure 
an honourable compofition. 

Two women were by chance the firft movers * of 


* The hiftorian who has given afcribes to him the honour of take 
ws the life of the duke d'Epernon, ing Miqusmelans 
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this accommodation. Madam de Brandis, wife to . 


AA the governor of Montmelian, and then with him in 


the caftle, amufed herfelf with making little glats 
toys and pieces of chair-work. My wie being then 
in the town, fhe fent her a pair of éar-rings and two 
chains of exquifite wor:manfhip. Madam de Rof- 
ny, in return, fent her wine and M and defired 
to know if it was not'poffible for them to fee cach 
other: they obtained permiftion for it, and paffed 
three afternoons together with fuch fa amuliarity, that 
at length they began to confider how Montmé+lan 
might be furrendered with honour. Each acquaint- 
ed her hufband with the fubjeét of their converfati- 
ons, and we were fo far from oppofing them, that 
they were authorifed to ¢0.0n, but concealed from 
one another that they agted by permiffion. Madam 
de Brandis had’an indifpofition that made the country 
air necefiary for her. Her hufband thought he could 
procure this favour through the interpofition of my 
wite; and fhe made fo reatonasle a reprefentation to 
him of the condition to which he would be foon re- 
duced, without being able to obtain honourable 
terms afterwards, that he confentéd to treat with me, 
and fent me a deputation for that purpofe. T' dif- 
patched notice of it to the king, who propofed it to 
his council; and it was there refolved, that a month 
fhould be g: ranted to the governor, cae which, if 
he was not relieved, the place fhould be furrendered. 
T'was very fure that it ‘could not hold out fo lone 
and that it was relying too much upon the doubtful 
fincerity of an enemy to grant fuch conditions. | 
gave my opinion freely, but it was to no purpoie to 
oppofe a tefolution in which envy had as great a fhare 
as fear. | 
The king did not begin to repent of ra fol 
lowed the counfels of marechal Biron and d’Epernon 
rather than mine, wil, a little while before the expi- 
ration of the time granted to the befieged, a report 
as {sread, that an army of twenty-five thoufand 


men was coming over -the.Alps ‘to: their affiftance: 
The 
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The king acquainted me with the perplexity into 1600. 


… which this news threw him: he was determined to Wy" 


meet the enemies and fight them; but he was fen- 
fible of the danger he ran, in leaving behind him 
fuch a fortrefs as Montmelian. He afked me if by 
_ fome means or other there was not a poffibility of 
putting him in poffeffion of it before that time. Dif- 
ficu!t as it appeared, it was neverthelefs accomplifh- 
ed, and in this manner. 
_ Ever fince the fufpenfion of arms, the count of 
' Brandis fuffered all ftrangers to enter his caftle who 
brought provifions and neceffaries which the wound- 
ed, and even madam de Brandis herfelf, had occa- 
_fion for. As there was only one gate to enter by, 
the crowd was often fo great that fome blows pafled 
between them; for which the governor could not 
chaftife them, becaufe there were a great many 
Frenchmen amongit them, and therefore intreated 
» me to apply a remedy to this inconvenience: and I 
now believed that I had found the opportunity I 
fought for. I placed a guard of fifty chofen men at 
. the gate of the caftle, commanded by officers, who, À 
being informed of my defign, accuftomed the guards 
of the caftle to fee them enter it at firft three or four 
_ only in number, afterwards more, till at length, the 
garrifon not daring any longer either to hinder or fire 
upon them, they found themfelves almoft matters of 
the caftle itfelf, without giving them any afliftance; 
— but, on the contrary, inftead of leffening the difor- 
der, thefe French did all they could to increafe it. 
Brandis imputed all to the licentioufnefs of the 
foldiers, and complained to me.of it. 1 told him, 
that he might fall upon all thofe ftrangers, whom I 
fuppofed to be country people. He replied, that he 
would have done fo, but for the great number of my 
foldiers that were amongft them; and that rather 
than do them any violence, although without any 
‘intention to break the conditions, he chofe to confide 
to me the care of putting an end to the diforder. 1 
feemed to yield to this expedient (which was what I 
Voz, II, Z Ê mot 
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1600. moft ardently wifhed) only to reftore order and quiet, 

LV and told the governor, that I could eafily accomplifh 

it, if I had a guard within equal to that without: he 

confented to it, and I caufed fifty foldiers to enter; 

but thefe were not all, thirty had got in before, and 

a much greater number had flipt in with them; I 

“| came thither myfelf likewife, with all my train : and 

. from that time our party was fo ftrong, that the fort 

and part of the tower was at our difpofal. 

Brandis then found the fault he had committed, 
but could repair it no otherwife than by fhewing 
himfelf ill more generous. He came to me and 
told me, that he confented I fhould take,poñeffion 
of the tower, and that he remitted it wholly upon 
the fecurity of my word. I refolved not to abufe 
his confidence, and faithfully obferved all the ar- 
ticles. I fupped and lay in the tower that nights 
and the next day after that in which I had -réceived 
this commiffion from the king, I went to tell him, | 
that without any fears from Montmelian, he might 
march to meet his enemies; which he did in good 
order, and at the head of his army; but the infor- 
mation he had received was found to be falfe. 

The gartifon of Montmelian marched out after 
the month was elapfed, and yielded the place to his 
majefty, who commanded me to fettle Crequy there 
with his company. The garrifon was reinforced, 
and provided with great plenty of ammunition of alk 
kinds. I would have perfuiaded the king to have 
difmantied this place, as it muft undoubtedly be re- 
ftored to the duke of Savoy in cafe of a peace; and 
to have done the fame by all the other conquered 
fortrefles: but the advice of the courtiers, who al. 
feemed to be in the pay of the duke, faved Mont- 
melian from a treatment that good policy required. 

The myftery of this conduct with regard to Mont- 
melian, as well as many other things, was explained 
two years afterwards, by the difcovery of fome let- 
ters of marechal Biron incyphers: he told the duke 
ef Savoy; to whom they were addrefled, that he had 
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obtained a month for the garrifon of Montmelian, 1600. 
to give him time to raife the fiece : that he had no- wean 


thine to expect from his friends, unlefs he made an 
effort to fave this place, which ep la hold out three 
months longer; and affured him, that the reduction 
of it would give him great concern. In the letter 
he wrote to this prince after the caftle was taken, he 
tells him, that his negligence in fuccouring it had 
filenced the French lords in his party, who would 
have declared againft the king, if, by advancing to 
join them, he had put it in their power to do fo with 
fafety. Notwithflanding the caution he obferved in 
not writing their names, they were all fo well de- 
{cribed that it was not difficult to know them. The 
filence I keep with regard to thefe names, is only in 
favour of fome whom the public perhaps has not 
fufpected. . 

Montmelian was not yet furrendered, when it 
was reported in the French army that cardinal Aldo- 
brandin, the pope’s nephew and legate, was on his 
way to come and treat with his majefty concerning a 
peace and his marriage. ‘The king having appoint- 
ed me to go and receive his eminence with all ima- 
ginable honours, I advanced to meet him with a 
body of 3000 foot, and 500 troopers, all fpruce 
fellows. It was not difficult for him to perceive that 
it was the grand mafter of the ordnance who waited 
for him, by the manner in which he was received at 
his approach to Montmelian, the truce affording 
‘me an opportunity to make ufe of the artillery of the 
place as iFit had been my own. Upon this occafion 
T joined them together, to pay him the greater ho- 
nour: the fignal was given by a white fag raifed on 
‘the battery of the rock: mine began after a great 
fire of the fmall-fhot, and was anfwered by that of 
the caftle, in fuch a manner, that both having time 
to load again, this double difcharge of an hundred 
and feventy cannons, performed with the utmoft re- 
“guiatity, and multiplied by the echoes formed amidft 
the mountains, had the nobleft effet imaginable, 
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1600. though not in the legate’s opinion, I believe, who 
Wc was more frightened than foothed, by an honour 
fo magnificently dreadful, believing all the moun- 
tains about him were going to fall down, and had 
feveral times recour‘e to the fign of the crofs. À 

I carried the cardinal to dinner at Notre Dame de 
Miens, and forewarned him of two things relating 
to the bufinefs he mentioned to me; one was, that 
he fhould give no credit to any of thofe perfons who 
would make a boaft to him of their intereft with his 
majefty; the other, that if they promifed him to get 
all the places taken from the duke of Savoy to be 
reftored without being demolifhed, he fhould believe 
them {till lefs, for he might be affured this would 
never happen. After this caution, I refigned him 
freely to thofe fent by his majefty to fetch him, and 
continued my hoftilities, by befieging the citadels of 
Bourg and fort Saint- Catherine. 

The latter was attacked before the other, at the 
intreaty of the citizens of Geneva, whom the king 
was glad of an opportunity to oblige. Upon our 
arrival at this fort, which is fituated on a rifing 
ground, in anopen field, of which it feems to be the 
centre, marechal Biron, who by chance was near 
me, afked me to go that inftant, on horfeback as 
we were, and reconnoitre the place with him. I 
told him that we were too gayly dreffed, and had 
too many plumes on, to examine it in open day: 
for the marechal was mounted on a white horfe, and 
wore a large plume of feathers of the fame colour. 
‘ No, no, faid he, you need not be under any ap- 
Ss prehenfion : morbieu! they will not dare to fire 
‘ upon us.” Let us go then, replied I, if you 
<< will, for if it rains upon me it will fprinkle upon 
‘ you.” Accordingly, we came within two hun- 
dred paces of the fort, and obferved it a long time, 
while they only fired twelve or fifteen vollies of 
fmall-fhot, and I believe in the air, although we | 
were about twenty horfe; which furprifed me great- 
ly. ‘ Certainly, fir, faid I to the marechal, there | 
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& js no one within, or they are afleep, or afraid of 1600. 
& us.” The king could'with difficulty believe this, ww 


becaufe being there himfelf the day before, with fix 
horfe only, ‘they fired repeated vollies at his ap- 
proach; and when I returned the next morning at 
the break of day, on foot, and with no other com- 
pany than Erard and Feugeres, I was received with 
fo great a noïfe of the artillery, that the king fent 
Montefpan thither, believing it was a fally. “ Whom 
‘ are thefe fellows aiming at?” faid Montefpan to 
me, finding no-body in “fight. «© At me, I be- 
‘ lieve, replied I, but I have feen all that I wanted 
“ to fee.” However, I guefléd foon after the rea- 
fon of that refpect which they fhewed marechal Bi- 
ron. I perceived that the flank of the baftions of 
Saint-Catherine were fo bad that great part of them 
» had fallen down, and that the ditch was in no better 
_ a condition. I aflured his majefty, that as foon as 
the trenches were carried to the extremity of the ditch 
the place would furrender. In effect, the befieged, 
who were likewife in want of every thing, demanded 
to capitulate, if they were not fuccoured in fix days. 
After I had opened the trench, I defired leave 
from the king to make a tour to Geneva: I arrived 
there the next day, with an hundred horfe, and came 
very feafonably to relieve this city from the terrors 
which the prefence of a great number of catholics 
within their walls occafioned. Meffieurs de Guife, 
d’'Elbeuf, d’Epernon, de Biron, de la Guiche, and 
many others, were there, with their feveral atten- 
dants. [ affured them, that his majefty had their 
intereft at heart, and that 1 would not leave them 
while thofe gentlemen continued amongft them : but 
the remembrance of the late perfecutions was yet too 
recent in the minds of the citizens; they could not 
be fatisfied till I had removed the occafion of their 
fears ; which I did that evening by fpeaking to thofe 
gentlemen, who all left Geneva the next day. The 
city deputed twelve of their chief citizens, with Beza, 
their minifter, at their head, to compliment his ma- 
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jefty, and to endeavour to obtain a rèqueft that they 
kept very fecret; this was, the demolition of fort 
Saint-Catherine, which they were moft ardently de- 
firous of.  Beza delivered himfelf like a man of fenfe, 
and one who knew how to praife with delicacy; con- 
gratulating the proteftants upon the happinefs which 
the reign of fo good a prince promifed them. Henry 
thanked the deputies and the city, offering to beftow 
upon it any of his conquefts which fhould be moft 
convenient for it; and preventing their requeft, told 
them in a low voice, that they fhould have the plea- 
fure to be mafters of the fate of fort Saint-Catherine ; 
and that he gave them his word, in my prefence (for 
he held me by the hand at the fame time) that no 
intreaties whatfoever fhould hinder him from razing 
it. Upon which the deputies withdrew, extremely 
well pleafed. 

His majefty, at cardinal Aldobrandin’s requeft, 
confented that the conferences on the fubject of a 
peace fhould be held at Lyons, and appointed the 
cardinal Du-Perron, the conftable, the chancellor, 
Villeroi, and Jeannin, to treat with the legate: they 
had yet come to no agreement, when the future 
queen * arrived in that city. As foon as the king 


* This princefs left Florence on 


the 57th of O&ober, having em- time, was well aware of all this, 


farther. The queen, in the mean 


barked at Leghorn, and, with an 
efcort of feventeen galleys, landed 
at Toulon, from whence fhe came 
by the way of Marfeilles and A- 
vignon to Lyons, where the king 
arrived poft on the oth of Novem- 
ber. As foon as he alighted (I take 
the following account from the moft 
authentic Memoirs of thofe times) 
the queen happened to be at fupper; 
and having a defire to fee her at 
table without being difcovered, he 
went in as far as the drawing- 
rcom, which was very much croud- 
ed; but he was known the mo- 
ment he appeared by thofe neareft 
the docr, who opened to make way 
for him: upon which, his majefty 
went away directly, without going 


but ftill gave no other figns than by 
putting the plates away as often as 
fhe was ferved with any thing, and 
eat fo little, that the feemed to have 
fat down rather for form’s fake 
than to fup. After the table was 


removed, fhe returned immediately . 


to her chamber. The king, who 
waited only for this, came to her 
chamber door, and ordering M. le 
Grand to go before, he knocked fo 
hard, that the queen thought it muft 
be the king: upon this fhe ftept 
forward at the very inftant that M. 
le Grand entered the room, who 
was followed by his majefty, at 
whofe feet fhe immediately threw 
herfelf. The king raifed her up, 
embraced her with great tendernefs, 
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was informed of it he quitted his quarters, and fet 1600. 
out in very rainy weather, riding poit, with great y 


part of the lords of his court. It was twelve o ‘clock 
at night when we got to the bridge of Lyons, and 
waited there a full hour, wet through with the rain, 
and almoft perifhed with cold, before tl nee would 
open the gate; for his majefty, that he might have 
the pleafure of furprizing the queen, would not fuf- 
fer himfelf to be named. They had not yet feen 
each other. ‘The marriage ceremony was performed 
without any pomp. We attended the king at fup- 
per, who afterwards difmified us to refrefh ourfelves 
dikewife and he retired to the queen’s apartment. 
His majefty’s arrival only increafed the warmth 
with which they contefted the articles of the peace: 
the plenipotentiaries were almoft all in the duke of 
Savoy’s intereft, and glad of an opportunity to make 
their court to the legate; which was the caufe that 
Henry thought it neceflary to make them give an 
account of their negotiation, and feverely blamed 
thé commiffioners for having exceeded the power 
that was given them. . Bellievre and Villeroi had 
promifed the legate; that none of the fortrefles which 
had been taken fhould be demolifhed, but efpecially 
Saint-Catherine, for which the legate particularly 
folicited, as being the beft, and even the only bul- 
. wark the duke of Savoy had againft the republic of 
Geneva; Henry made them x A that their pre- 


and all da, was polite, Lo Be them. Madam de Nemours carry- 


and refpectful, pafied on both fides. 

After the firft compliments were 
over, the king took her hand, and 
Jed her to the fire-place, Here he 
continued talking with her above 
half an hour ; he afterwards went 
to fupper, but eat very fparingly. 

In the mean time, he bid madam 
de Nemours tell the queen, that he 
had not provided himfelf with a 
’ ‘bed, expecting the would give him 
part of hers, which from that time 
was to be in common between 


Z 4 


ing this meffage to the queen, fhe 
returned for anfwer, That fhe had 
come thither only to obey his ma- 
jefty as the humbleft of his fervants. 
ipo this, the king undreffed, and 
ent ‘directly to the queen’s cham- 
ber, who by this time was in bed, 
Chronologie Septennaire, an, i600. 
where alfo may be feen the parti- 
culars of the queen’s journey, and 
her reception in the towns of 
France, &c. De Thou, liv. 125. 
Matthieu, tom, II. p. 378. 
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1600. cipitation in fubfcribing to an article of this impor- 
vu tance without confulting him, had given him fome 


fufpicion of them; and added, that in a few days 
he would acquaint them with his intentions upon 
that head. ‘Then fending for me, he told me, that 
the fhorteft way to prevent the folicitation which he 
expected from the legate, would be to blow up the 
five baftions of the fort, and to fend word to the 
citizens of Geneva to come and complete the demo- 
lition of it. No order was ever more expeditioufly 
nor more effectually executed. The Genevois, in 
one night, laid this citadel even with the ground, 
and carried away all the materials fo carefully, that 
the next day it could with difficulty have been be- 
lieved that there ever had been a fort in the places. 
and at firft the report ran, that it was deftroyed by 
lightning. When the truth was known, the legate 
expreffed great refentment at it, and did not {cruple 
to confefs, in the heat of his paffion, that I was the 
only perfon who had not deceived him with flattering 
hopes on this head, and that he had not fufficiently 
attended to my admonitions. But his having, upon 
the faith of the commiffioners, given very different 
expectations to the pope, was what he was chiefly 
concerned at. For three or four days the negotia- 
tion was intirely broke off; and when it was after- 
wards refumed, it was with fo much animofity on | 
his eminence’s part, that he rejected all the propofi- 
tions that were made him. Thefe propofitions were, 
That the duke of Savoy fhould yield to the king the 
courfe of the river Rhone and its borders: That he 
fhould not erect any fort within a league of it to fa- 
vour the Spaniards paflage: That he fhould leave to 
the republic of Geneva the enjoyment of certain vil- 
lages fpecified likewife: That Béche-Dauphin * 
fhould be demolifhed, Chateau-Dauphin reftored : 
and laftiy, that the duke fhould pay a hundred and 
fifty thoufand crowns for the expences of the war. — 


* Frontier of Dauphiné. . 
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The king looking upon this affair as wholly im- 1600. 
practicable, through the obftinacy of the legate, LU 


refolved to carry on the war more vigoroufly than: 


before, and communicated his defign to me, which 
was, to go in fearch of the duke of Savoy at the 
head of his army; while I, withthe artillery, bat- 
tered the citadel of Bourg. Each of us had par- 


ticular obftacles to this double project, befides the 


want of money, which was common to both. I 


found the enterprife on Bourg very dificult to be: 


executed, the feafon being now fo far advanced : the 
difference between this caftle and that of Mont- 
melian, with which I think it may be compared, 
is this, that for thofe that have only ten or twelve 
pieces of cannon, Montmelian is equivalent to ten 
fuch places as Bourg, becaule that the reduction of 
Montmelian depends upon having artillery fufficient 
to batter the out-works ; but for an army fixty can- 
non ftrong, the citadel of Montmelian is not more 
difficult to carry than that of Bourg ; becaufe this 
laft being more regular than the other, it can 
only be attacked methodically and by flow de- 
grees. Had the counfel I gave, to attack this fort 
immediately after the furrender of Montmelian, 
been followed, it would have been now in the king’s 
poffeffion. , 
With regard to this prince, his perplexity was 
eccafioned by his knowing in what manner the great- 
eft part of his general officers confpired with Spain 
and the duke of Savoy againft him : he had great 
reafon to be apprehenfive of engaging himfelf in 
the enemy’s country, if they were with him: Lefdi- 
guieres was the only one on whom he could depend; 
he had lately given an inftance of his fidelity, in 
fending notice by Calignon, that the duke of Bouil- 
lon made ufe of a man named Ondevous to carry on 
his correfpondence with the great lords of the king- 
dom. It is certain, that if Calignon had been more 


diligent to acquit himfelf of his commiffion, Onde- 


vous would not have had time to ¢fcape as he did, 
and 
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:600.: and his detention might have laid open all the 
Lt ichemes. of the feditious; but there is no appear- 
ance that this happened through the fault of Lefdi- 
guieres. J advifed the king to rely entirely upon 
him, and to bind him ftill clofer to his fervice, by 
making him a marechal of France, and governor 
of Piedmont. : As for the reft, it was eafy to pre- 
vent the confequences of their ill intentions, by giv- 
ing them employments at a diftance from the body 
of the anny. 
But the affair that appeared moft preffing to us 
both, being to procure a fupply of money, it was 
refolved that I fhould fet out for Paris in four days: 
and that I might be enabled to pafs fix entire weeks 
there, E employed thefe four days in making all the 
neceflary preparations for the attack of Bourg, 
in paying the foldiers out of what little money re- 
mained, and in providing fer the ordinary as wel 
as extraordinary expences of the king’s houfhold. 
The very next day I fent away my wife and my equi- 
pages before me, with directions to wait for me at 
Rouanne, where | propofed, as foon as I arrived, to 
fend them down the Loire as far as Orleans : they 
waited there for me three or four days longer, be- 
| cauf: my meafures were broke by the alterations that 
happened in the affair of the peace. | 
When I went to take leave of the king, he ad- 
vifed me to vifit the legate alfo before I fet out, he 
having always exprefled great efteem for me. I-went 
to vifit him booted, my poft-horfes waiting for me 
on the other fide of the river, oppofite to his lodg- 
ings. He afked me where I was going in that equi- 
page? « To Italy, replied I and I thall go with 
‘ good company to kifs the pope’s foot.” ‘How! 
« to Italy?” faid he, in great amazement: no, 
# that muft not be, fir; I beg you will affift meto 
‘€ renew this peace.” I feemed to confent, in re- 
fpect only to his mediation, the king having laid a- 
fide all thoughts of it. I repeated, in a few words, 
all the principal articles that had been already pro- 
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pofed, and afterwards afked him if he would give 1600. 


credit to what 1 was going torfay to him? Having cms 


afiured me he would, I told him, that he might be 
abfolutely certain, that of thefe articles, his majefty 
would abate none of his demands with regard to the 
borders of Rhone, the villages in the neighbour- 
hood of Geneva, Chatèau-Dauphin, and Beche- 
Dauphin; becaufe 1 was well acquainted with the 
king’s intentions in all thefe refpects.. He defired 
to know my reafons: which I excufed myfelf from 
telling him, on account of the fhort time I had 
toftay. After walking, thoughtfully, feveral times 
backwards. and forwards in his chamber, he afked 
me if, with the fame proteftations of fincerity, I 
would affüre him, that, provided he agreed to all 
thefe points, there fhould be no mention made of 
the other... I told him, that I believed I might pro- 
mife this. Upon which, he entreated me to go and 
acquaint the king with what he had faid. Henry 
was glad to fee. me come back : and I returned a 
moment afterwards to the legate with full powers 
from his majefty. And we concluded that * inftant 
a treaty which had languifhed {o long a time; the 
conditions of which were as follows. 

The duke of Savoy, in exchange for the mar- 
quifate of Saluces, which the king ak France gave 
up, was to make a ceffion to his majefty of the “for- 
trefles of Cental, Monts, and Roqueiparviere, all 
Brefie entirely, the borders and country of the 
Rhone on both fides as far as J.yons, except the 
bridge of Grezin, and fome paflages neceflary for 
his highnefs to enter Franche-Comté; but he was 
not by this ceffion to acquire a right to raife any 
tribute from thefe places, or to build any fort there, 
or to ferry troops over, but by the king’s permif- 
fion, and on condition that for this privilege of 


i 


pafling the bridge of Grezin the duke fhould pay 


* M. De Thou, Matthieu, and the treaty in the Mem, de Nevers, 
La Chron, Sept. agree with this tom. Il, p.775, &c. 
account, ib. an, 1601, See allo 
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1600. Francé one hundred thoufand crowns: That he 
wyv~ fhould likewife refign to his majefty the citadel of 


Bourg, the bailiwic of Getx, Chateau-Dauphin and 
its dependencies, with all that could be compre- 
hended in the province of Dauphiné on this fide the 
Alps: That he fhould likewife renounce the pro- — 
perty of Aus, Choufy, Valley, Pont d’Arley, Seif- 
fel, Chana, and Pierre-Chatel, to the borders of 
Geneva: That the fortifications of Beche-Dauphin 


‘ fhould be rafed : That the king fhould on his fide 


reftore all the other forts he had taken which are’ 
not fpecified here, withdrawing the artillery and 
ammunition that were then placed there. The 
other articles related to criminals and prifoners of 
war that had fled on either fide, church benefices, 
exchange of eftates between private perfons, &c. 
It was articled for the duke of Nemours, part of 
whole eftate lay in this country; that he fhould not 
be difturbed in the poffeffion of it, neither for the 
part which he held of the king, nor for that which 
he held of his highnefs. ‘The other claufes common 
to all treaties I fhall not mention. 

Notwithftanding this treaty was figned by me for 
the king, by the legate for the pope, and the duke 
of Savoy’s agents, yet the duke, influenced by the 
count of Fuentes, put off fo long the entire con- 
clufion of it, by his complaints and delays, that the 
king thought it neceflary not to lay down his arms: 
he took poft to Paris*, where he waited for the 
duke’s determinations. | 


* € He departed, fays Baffom- ‘ three days at Verneuil, and then 


‘ pierre, one night poft from Ly- ‘* came to Paris.— t length the 


ons, in order to return to Paris ; 
and embarking at Rouanne ‘he 
landed at Briare; from whence 
he came to lie at Fontainebleau, 
and next day dined at Ville- 
neuve; and croffing the Seine 
below the Tuilleries, came in 
the evening to Verneuil (after- 
wards Senlis,) We continued 


queen arrived at Nemours; and 
the king, having rode poft with 
fixty frefh horfes, came and car- 
ried her to Fontainebleau, where 
after ftaying five or fix days, 
fhe arrived at Paris, and was 
accommodated with apartments 
atthe houfe of Gondy.”” Mem. : 


de Baffompierre, tom. I. p, 89, 90. 
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In cafe there fhould be a neceflity for his return- 1600. 
ing into Savoy, he had certain meafures to take for —~\~—# 
the affairs within his kingdom, and in Paris efpe- 
cially, at a time when every place was filled with 
malecontents. He left the conftable and Lefdi- 
guieres, till his return, with fome good troops upon 
that frontier ; and Villeroi and two or three other 
commiffioners at Lyons, to conclude the bufinefs of 
theipéäce:: : 161. 

But his majefty found no occafion to return in- 
to thefe provinces. The dukeof Savoy, after hav- 
ing long amufed himfelf with expectations from the 
difaffected French lords, gave place to more pru- 
dent thoughts ; and reflecting on what he had al- 
ready loft by his obftinacy, he thought himfelf 
very happy to accept the treaty in the form alrea- 
dy mentioned ; accordingly the laft formalities were 
added, and the peace was publifhed. at Paris and 
Turin with the ufual ceremonies: however, the 
articles were not executed without many difficulties 
being raifed by the duke of Savoy, which detained 
~ Villeroi at Lyons part of the following year: it was 
not till then that every thing was entirely agreed to; 
and Spain, who had taken great intereft in the af- 
fair, even advifed the duke of Savoy to comply 
with the articles of the treaty. On all thefe occa- 
fions Henry paid great deference to the pope. He 
granted all the delays which the duke of Savoy, 
by count Octavio Taflone, engaged the legate to 
demand ; which was contrary to Villeroi’s advice: 
but his majefty having in reality obtained all that he 
could demand, thought he ought not to obferve too 
rigoroufly the manner it was yielded to him, nor 
hazard, for fuch a trifle, a renewal of the war. 
This produced as many advantages to the king as 
any war ended in a fingle campaign could poffibly 
do. His majefty declared, that Breffe fhould not 
be comprehended in the diftriét of Lyons, but that 
it fhould be re-united to Burgundy, and be under 
the jurifdiétion of the court of aides of Paris. 

The 
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The queen did not fet out immediately after for 
She had brought with her her uncle Don 
John, a baftard of the family of Medicis, Virgi- - 
lius Urfinus her coufin, who being brought up; 
while young, with her had conceived hopes above 
his condition. Many more Italians of both fexes 
were in her train; amongft others, a young man 
named Conchini, and a girl called Leonora Galigaï, 
who afterwards played a great part in France, 
I went to Paris eight days before the queen, to make 
preparations for the ceremony of her entry *, which 
vas performed with great magnificence. The next 
day, the king brought the queen and the whole court 
to the arfenal to dine with me; the queen was at- 
tended by all her Italian ladies, who being pleafed 
with the wine of Arbois, drank more of it than 
was necefiary. I had fome excellent white wine 
that was as clear as rock water : I ordered fome de- 
canters to be filled with it, and when the ladies 
afked for water to temper the burgundy, they were 
prefented with this liquor. The king fufpeéted by 
their gaiety that 1 had playedithem a trick. This 
winter was wholly taken up with parties of pleafure, 
on account of the king’s marriage. 

In Flanders, this year, the war broke out with 
great violence ; prince Maurice of Orange gained 
a battle in the month of May againft the arch- 
duke Albert, in which the + admiral of Caftile, the 


* It does not appear that this She was carried in a litter along the 


princefs was complimented with 
the ceremony of a publicentry in- 
to Paris. The citizens, fays the 
Chronologie Septennaire, would 
have prepared a very magnificent 
one forher, and addreffedthe king 
for that purpofe, but his majefty 
chofe rather that the expence of 
the entry fhould be laid out on o- 
ther things that were more necef- 
fary. It afterwards adds: Upon 


cher arrival at the poftern-gate of 


the fuburb St. Marcel, the marquis 
de Rofny caufed all the cannon of 
the arfenal to be fired three times, 


moats of the city, and that day 
lodged ‘at the fuburb St. Germain, 
at Gondy’s houfe, and the next at 
Zamet’s, and after that at the 
Louvre. Ibid. 

+ This was the battle of Nieu- 
port, that was fought in the month 


‘of July, wherein the Spaniards loft 


8coo men. Theprinceof Orange 
was neverthelefs obliged to raife 
the fiege of Nieuport and retire to 
Holland, The greateft part oof 
thefe foreign tranfaétions are -nei- 
ther fully nor exactly related in our © 
Memoirs ; and-I therefore think 


man 
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man on whom he chiefly depended, was taken pri- 
foner. He aiterwards laid fiege to Nieuport, but 
was obliged to raife it. AJL I fhall fay of the war 
between the Emperor and the Grand Signior in 
Hungary, is, that the duke:of Mercœur was made 
licutenant-general there by his imperial majefty. I 
fupprefs a detail of the grandeur and magnificence 
of the fecular * jubilee at Rome, and fhall conclude 
the memoirs of this year with an incident that afford- 
ed matter for much ferious reflection upon duels: 
Breauté having + killed his adverfaty in a very un- 
common combat, was afterwards aflaffinated himfelf. 


it unneceffary to give an account of 
them in the notes, but rather refer 
the reader to the Memoirs and 
Hiftories of that time. In like 
manner confult the general and 
particular accounts of the military 
expeditions between the armies of 
the emperor and the Grand Signior, 
which are mentioned here. 

* It was faid, that 300,000 
French, menahd women, ‘went to 
“Rome, to obtain the indulgence of 
the jubilee ; concerning which, fee 
the ceremonies in La Septennaire, 
an. 1600, and other Memoirs of 
that time, 

+ Charles de Breauté, a French 
gentleman of Caux, captain of a 


troop of horfe in the fervice of the 
States ; his.antagonift was a Fle- 
mith foldier, lieutenant of a com- 
pany under the governor of Boif- 
leduc, with whom he fought a fin- 


_gular kind of combat, of twenty 


French againtt the fant number of 
Flemifh ; he had the advantage in 
the firft encounter, in which he 
killed his antagonift, but was made 
prifoner in the fecond, and put to 


death by ‘order of the governor of — 


Boifleduc. He was one, fays the 
author of the Chronologie Septen- 
paire, that eagerly fought after oc- 
cafions of duelling, for which rea- 
fon he had been obliged to quit the 
court of France, 
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tary narration that will be found in thefe Me- 
moirs, in which at leaft France was concerned. 
The life of Henry the great, hitherto wholly pafied 
amidft the tumult of arms, will in the fequel exhi- 
bit only the actions of a pacific king, and the fa- 
ther of a family. The manner in which the cam- 
paign in Savoy had been conduéted and terminated, 
leaving no room to fear that the peace would be again 
infringed by thefe antient enemies of the monarchy, 
or that it would not fubfift as long as his majefty 
pleafed, I refumed, by his orders, and under his in- 
fpection, thofe fchemes with regard to the finances 
that the war had fufpended, and were now to meet 
with no more interruption. After the reprefenta- 
tion I have already given of the ftate of affairs with- 
in the kingdom, it would be injurious to confider 
the life which the prince and myfelf now embraced 
as idle and inactive: if it is lefs noify and tumul- 
tuous, it is probably more laborious. Behold me 
therefore again fhut up in my clofet, where I ap- 
plied myfelf with the utmoft attention to the exa- 
mination of all the abufes that {till remained to be 
rooted 


I: the foregoing book I finifhed the laft mili- 
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rooted out of the chamber of accounts*; the of- t6or. 
fices of thé finances, the crown lands, the aids, the terres 


fubfidies, the equivalents, the five latge farms, the 
tenths, and 2llthe reft. I laboured at once for the 
prefent and the future, by taking fuch fneafüres, 
that the method I eftablified in the direction of 
every part of the finances fhould riot be afterwards 
fubjeét to any alterations. I confidered of means 
to enrich the King without impoverifhing his fub- 
jects, to pay his debts, fépair his palaces; and 
ftrove, with ftill more affiduity, to complete the art 
of fortifying his cities, than that of attacking and 
defending them ; and to make provifion of arms 
and ammunition. I exteridéd my cares to the re- 
pairing and renewing public works, fuch as roads, 
bridges, kéys of rivers, and other buildings, which 
reflect no lefs honour upon the foveréign than the 
fplendor of his own palaces, and are of gérieral u- 
tility: for which purpofe I began to look into the 
application that liad beéni made of thé money grant- 
ed for thofe ufes to the cities and corporations, of 
rather into tlie frauds that had been ufed in the maa 
nagement of thefe funds. | 

The fcheme of drawing up anaccount of every 
part of the financés, under the title of a genéral 
ftate, which fliould laÿ down their nature uniformly 
and ‘clearly, feeméd always fo happy 4 thought; 
and fo proper to bring them to the utmoft exaëtnefs, 
that wherever this method was practicable I made 
ufe of it. On tke firft day of this year, when I 
prefented to the king the gold and filver medals, a 
ufual; I gave him at the fame time five of thefe ge: 
neral ftates, each of which related to one or other 
of my employments, bound up in one volume very 
neatly. In the firft, which was of thé greatéft im- 


portance; becaufe-] there gave an account of all that 
concerned myfelf as fuperintendant; was fet dowh ~ 


* As to thefe reformations, confult Hkewifé Matthieu, tom. HI. liv, 
M, p. 444. | 
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on one fide, all the money that was raifed in France 


er) by the king from every tax whatever ; on the other, 


all that was to be deduéted for the charge. of col- 
lection, and confeguently all that was to be brought 
clear into his majefty’s coffers. I cannot perfuade 
myfelf that this method was never thought of -by 
any one fince the finances were fubjeét to fome-re- 
gulation ; ; but intereft alone prevented the execu- 
tion of it. ‘However that may be, I fhall always 
infift upon it, that without this guide there is ‘no 
proceeding. without miftakes or roguery. | 

The fecond of thefe ftates was drawn up: merely 
for the ufe of :the keeper of the royal treafury ; here’ 
was fet down, whence and upon what account he 
received all the king’s money that pafled through 
his hands during. the year of his office, and how 
much he was at liberty to difburfe out of the whole 
fum, and for what purpofes. The third, was com- 
piled for the ufe,of the mafter of the ordnance, 
containing an exact account.of: money received and 
expended ; with a true inventory of all that relates 
to the ar tillery ; ; the number and forts of -cannon, 
and of other arms, the quantity of inftruments of 
war, and. provifions of victual,; laid up in different 
places, or magazines ; the ftate of the arfenals-and 
fortified places, and other obfervations of the fame 
fort. The fourth related to. the chief furveyor of 
the roads, and gave an account of all the money 
difburfed or -to be difburfed for the repair,of every 
thing under his charge, whether it was to’ be done 
at the expence of the king or of the provinces. And, 
to conclude, the fifth contained a catalogtie of ci- 
tes and caftles, particularly thofe on the. frontiers, 
that required, any money to be laid out upon thems 
with-a kind of, rough draught of the works necefia- 
ty: at each. place, “formed with due regard to. their 
natural f ituation.and prefent ftate. _ 

The king, upon my reprefentation, Wie de ma- 
wy abufes with refpect:to money, which shad» caufed 
a decay of commerce, of which. money is the — 
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inftrument ; Pe dé was the practice which was 
then allowed, of putting money to intereft at eight, 
or even at ten per Cent. * a practice of equal. mif- 
chief to the nobility and the people ; to: the nobi- 
lity, becaufe they, being forbidden to engage in trade, 
have no other riches but the produce. of their 
grounds, of which the price was brought down by 
high intereft; to the people, becaufe, by putting 
out money to intereft, they made as gteat profit by 
fitting ftill as by labour, and thereby kept immenfe 
fums of money ufelefs to the public, which, with- 
‘out that method of growing rich, they would have 
improved by fome means advantageous to the com- 
amonwealth. ‘The inteteft of eight per Cent. was 
abolifhed, and fix per Cent. allowed. in its ftead. 
The coin of different countries was till this time 
current in France, and pañled in commerce equally 
with that of our own fovereign. | A prohibition was 
iffued, by which all money was put down but the 
coin. “7 France +, that of Spain only excepted, 


which. would have been too much miffed in com- - 


‘merce had it been at once forbidden.. But it was 
‘more néceffary to rid ourfelves of the merchandife 
of our neighbours than of their money, for the 


whole En was filled 


* Iti is thus that a pfince, in our 
times, remarkable for his abilities 
and fuperior fkill.in politics, has 

judged: being firmly perfuaded, 
that the ftate would receive great 
advantages + in every refpec from a 
“regulation. that would oblige: mo- 
nied smen tobetake themfelves to 
éommerce and agriculture, which 
» dre infinitely preferable to the bare 
and dead produce of rents, 


: foreign gold and filver coin ought 
not to pafs current and be con- 
founded. with: that, of the: prince)in 
_interior commerce, and in pay - 
«ments made between individuals ; 
. but is it not,evident, that the bre 
…fàch coin abounds among our own 


Aa2 


‘other méans to retrieve it. 
‘will examine this queftion with 
. him, when he comes.to handle it, 
+ It is true, that the fpecies of” 


with their manufactures ; 


money, the more floutithing will 
our commerce be? The hiftorian 
Matthieu obferves, tom. II. 1. iii, 
p.446. that this prohibition made 
the commerce in France fall almoft 
entirely ; and the duke of ‘Sully 
himfelf agrees, a little lower,. that 
he was obliged to have recourfe to 
We 


in the following book. As to the 


| prohibition of- ufing gold and filver 


in cloaths and houfhold furniture, 


we fhall alfo have eccafion; in the 


fequel, to give our opinion on the 


principles heeftabhfhes with regard - 


to luxury. + 


and 
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and it is incredible how much mifchief was doné 


vs by foreign ftufis, particularly thofe of gold ‘and 


filver. The importation of thefe, and of all others; 
was forbidden under fevere penalties: and becaufe 
France had no means of fupplying herfelf with them 
out of her own ftock, we had recourfe to the true 
remedy, which is, to do without them; the ufe of 
all ftuffs wrought with gold and filver being forbid- 
den by an edict. 

All thefe dutiraéotie tended to introduce one, 
by which it was fortidden to carry any fpecies of 
money out of the kingdom, under the penalty of 
a confifcation of all that fhould be intercepted’ in 
the carriage, and likewife of all the eftates of the 
offenders, as well thofe that favoured as thofe that 
were guilty of the infringement of this law. The 
king gave a public proof how much he had this 
affair at heart, by the oath he made, not to grant 
any pardon for this fort of mifdemeanors ; and even 
to hold all thofe fufpeéted that fhould dare to foli- 
cit him to the contrary: yet all this could only o- 
blige thofe perfons that carried on fuch practices 'to 
conceal them more carefully. FE was of ‘opinion, 
that one example would be more efficacious in cor- 
recting this obftinate evil than all the threats that 
had been publifhed againft it. I was not ignorant 
that a great many very confiderable perfons, and 


“even amonett the courtiers themfelves, made.a fund 
‘out of this pernicious traffic, either by fuffering 


this money to pafs under their names, ar by felling, 
at a high price, the authority which “enabled them 
to correfpond with the foreigners, and fecured the 
privileges of paflage. I: thought it moft prudent 
to apply mylfelf to thofe who were employed by 
them for thefe correfpondences, and promifed. them 


® He fhewed, by his example, or embroidery: he commended 


how to retrench the fuperfuity of 
drefs, for he commonly went clad 
ina coat of grey cloth, with only 
a pourpoint of fattin or taffety, 
without any indented edgings, lace, 


fuchas dreffed in that plain fafhion, 
and ridiculed others, who carried, 
faid he, their windmills and their 
old woeds en their backs,’ Perefs 
part ili. 


that, 
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that, as a recompence for their difcovery, they fhould 1601. 
_have:the fourth part of thofe fums that were feized Lu 
by their informations; for the king having made 
over thefe confifcations to me, I had a right - to dif. 
pofe of them. By thefe means I was well ferved. 

A month was {carce elapfed, when I received no- 
tice from an. inconfiderable man, the authors not 
being willing to make themfelves known, that there 
were two hundred thoufand crowns in gold collecting 
to fend abroad, which was to be fent at two diffe- 
rent times, and that the firft carriage would be much 
lefs than the fecond. After having taken all the 
neceflary precautions, this. {um appearing rather too 
confiderable for me, 1 thought myfelf obliged to 
mention it to the king, who made this qualification 
in the right he had given me, that if the fum did 
not exceed ten thoufand crowns, J might appropriate 
it to myfelf, but that the overplus fhould be his, 
s* Which will come, faid he, very feafonably, hav- 
«¢ ing had fome lofs at play that I durft not tell you 
‘of, nor make up with my own money.” I was 
not mercenary enough to wait for the profits of the 
fecond carriage. I ordered the firft to be dogged, 
and with fuch vigilance, that it was {topped half a 
league beyond the territorles of France. It could 
not be done in the kingdom, though but a quarter 
‘of a league from the fonte ici furnifhing the 
offenders with a pretext for getting it releafed, There 
was found in pittoles, double piftoles, and crowns 
ef the fun, to the amount: of eight and forty thou- 
fand crowns, which had been concealed in fome bales 
of common goods for exportation, ‘The king’s re- 
folution on this article was fo well known, that the 
_ conduétors named no perfon as proprietor of it; and 
notwithftanding all the noife this feizure made at 
court, it was difavowed by every one; and the fum 
was, by his majefty, divided in this manner: feven- 
ty-two thoufand livres he referved for himfelf, five 
and twenty thoufand he ordered fhould be given to 

the informer, and the remaining forty-feven thou- 
A a 3 fand 
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160%: fand he left to me; promifing me, that however 
Lo large any future’ capture might be, he would'take 


no part of it from me. But after this, no moremo” 
ney was attempted to be carried out of the kingdom; 
this-exaimple had given a general diflike to fo ruinous. 
a traffic,  ! 

:‘Thofe that tonspofed: the chamber’ of juffice * 
hich was erected againft the contractors, treafurers, 
receivers, and others who had been guilty of mif- 
demeanors in their offices, were likely, in appear- 
ance, to exercife far greater feverities. It was my 
advice, that thefe offenders fhould not only be ob- 
liged to refund, but that thofe who were convicted 
of embezzling the public treafure fhould be corpo- 
rally punifhed. Money, however, the pofièffion of 
which covers all crimes it'is the caufe of, excepted 
this from the juft rigor of the law +. I would, 
were it poffible, transfufe into the breafts of my 
countrymen fome part of that indignation that fills 
mine, againft fo pernicious an abute; and all that 
contempt which I feel for thofe that owe their eleva- 
tion to it. If we confider as a flight matter, the 
nieve light we appear in to our neighbours by 

this fhameful cuftom (for none ftrikes more direétly 
at the honour of the nation) we cannot conceal from 
ourfelves the evils it has given rife to; nothing has 
contributed more towards perverting our ideas of 
pt “obity; stl and difintereftednefs, or to turn 


* Otherwife called the royal 
chamber: it confifted of a prefi- 
dent of the parliament of Paris, 
two counfellors, two-mañfters of 
requeft, a prefident and four coun- 
fellors of the chamber of accounts, 


‘a prefident and three counfellors of 


‘the court of aids, and one of the 
general advocates of the parlia- 
ment, &c. Commiffioners were 
fent into the provinces, to give 


them informations of fuch as were 


guilty of any maiverfations. 
°° + The duke of Sully feems to me 


“to reafon juftly, when, in fuppof- 


ing. the utility of the chambers of 
juftice, he requires, that they fhould 
not confine their proceedings to pe- 
cuniary muléts only, but join to 
thefe corporal punifhments. And 
he feems to me to have fill greater 
reafon, when, in the fequel, he ad- 
advifes to fupprefs this method as 
abfolutely ufelefs ; and entirely 
abolifh, in France, the ufage of 
compofitions in farming the. finan- 
ces: and this is likewife the opini- 
on of cardinal Richelieu, Tefta- 
ment Polit. pa I, ch, iv. ty 4 5 
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thofe virtues into ridicule; nothing has more firength- . 1601. 
éned that fatal propenfity to luxury, which is natti- tv 


ral to all men, but is with us become a:fecond na- 
ture, by that peculiarity of temper which makes us 
faften eagerly upon every thing that can gratify our 
paffions; and nothing in particular has fo! greatly 
degraded the French nobility, as the rapid and dazl- 
ing fortunes of contraétors and other men of bufit 
nefs, by that opinion which they have circulated 
every where, and which is indeeéd ‘but too well 
grounded, that in France this is almoft the enly met 
thod of arriving at the higheft honours, and firft 
employments of the ftate, in the poffeffion of which 
all is forgot, and to the attainment all is permitted? 
To go to the fource, military virtue is almoft the 
only quality by which true nobility can, in France, 
be obtained, preferved, or dignified: and in this 
practice there will be found no prejudice or empty 
opinion, if it be confidered, that precedence muft 
naturally be granted to that rank, by which ali other 
claffes of the community are preferved and fupported 
in that fecurity without which there can be no pro» 


perty : but this ftate of life is not the way to a great | 


fortune; this fimplicity and feparation from lacra- 
tive purpofes fhew the antiquity and purity of the 
firft inftitution. By bravery nothing but honours 
could be got, becaufe in thofe times honour was the 
only reward of glorious actions : in later days, fince 
the notions of mankind are changed, and every thing 
is rated by the money which it brings, this generous 
body of nobility is brought in comparifon with the 
managers of the revenue, the officers of juftice, and 
the drudges of bufinefs,, But this comparifon ter- 
minates in auniver{al agreement, to pay to thefe ga- 
. therers of money that refpect which mult always be 
fhewn to thofe who are poffefled of power, and ares 
in fact, our fuperiors, an advantage which the for- 
mer have loft *. And, indeed, how fhould it be 


* The fame cardinal Richelieu pofes a remedy for it, according 
complains of this abufe, and pro- to the duke of Sully’s fcheme, 
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1607. otherwife, when we fee the nobility of the fame 
es mind, with regard to this point, as the meaneft of 


the eaple, and making no fcruple to mingle the 
pil illuftrious blood in a fhameful alliance with a 
rite pedlar, who knows nothing but the change, 
his fhop, his counter, and his knavery ? This abufe 
is neceflarily productive af two others, confufion of 
ranks, and degeneracy of families; which laft is bet- 
ter proved by experience than argument. We need 
only take a view of that great number of mongril 
gentry with which the court and city is filied, and 
we fhall find them wholly deftitute of the plain and 
manly virtue of their anceftors: no depth of thoughr, 
no folidity of judgment, rath, inconfiderate, a {trong 
paffion for play, a natural propenfity to diff olutenefs, 
a folicitude for drefs, and vitiated tafte in every 
kind. of luxury ; that one would imagine they 
thought to exceed even the women i the effemina- 
cy of their manners: yet thefe people engage in the 
army, but with fuch difpofitions, to which is often 
added a fecret contempt for the profeffion they em. 
brace, what can be expected from them? This fub- 
verfion of all order is indeed to be lamented, but is 
inevitable, while that profeffion, which has only 
glory for its object, is not exalted to the higheft rank, 
and dignified with the chiefeft honours, which, ‘pt 
thar purpofe, ought to be taken fiom the upftarts of 
fortune ; and fince the infamy which we fhould find 
thefe creatures of chance ftained with, if we took 
pains to examine them, is not fufficient to draw our 
contempt, It is neceflary they fhould be heansed 


. Gentlemen, fays he, cannot be ‘ birth.’? . This minifter con- 
se promoted to places of truft and cludes, in another place, after M. 
{s dignity, but at the expence of de Sully, ‘‘ That the ‘means! of 
* their ruin; for at prefent all continuing the nobility in thaf 
ge forts of ‘people are admitted to “* purity of manners which they 
#6 them through the infamous traf-  * derive from their anceftors (thefé 
ae fic carried on by means of mo- & are bis words) is to retrench 
é< ney. For the future, ‘all per- “ that luxury and intolerable ex 
# fonis fhould be excluded from “ pence which have been graduat- 
# thofe pofts, but thofe that have ‘ ly introduced,’ Part I. ch, iii, 
# the good fortune to be of noble § epee eal a vs 5, 47, 3 


“with 
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with public marks of difgrace, to fignify the rank 
they ought to hold.: Ptit s¥ed Lyon 

The king was convinced by the juftnefs of this 
reafoning. However, in this chamber of juftice, 
the fame thing happened that generally does: the 
little rogues paid for all the reft; the principal de- 
Jinquents found their fecurity in that very metal for 
which they were profecuted; they made ufe of a 
{mall part of it in prefents, which faved the other. 
This qualifying would not have prevailed with the 
king had it been employed direétly; but it found 
acceptance with the ladies of the court, and even 
with the queen herfelf;.they gained the conftable, 
Bouillon, Bellegarde, Roquelaure, Souvré, Fron- 
tenac, and fome others, who, though not of this 
high clafs, knew as well how to work upon the 
king’s inclinations; fuch were Zamet, La Varenne, 
Gondy, Boneuil, Conchini, and many more of that 
fort. The complaifance of this prince for all thofe 
whom he fuffered to live in fome degree of familia- 
rity with him, and efpecially for ladies, deftroyed all 
his wife refolutions, fo that the ftorm fell only upon 
thofe that had reafon to reproach themfelves with 
not having yet ftolen enough to put their thefts in 
fecurity. ‘The retrenching of part of thofe officers 
of all ranks, with which the bar and the finances 
abounded, and which was done at this time, was 
Jooked pon as the work of the chamber of juftice, 
The great number of thofe officers, as well as their 
extreme licentioufnefs, are indubitable teftimonies of 
the calamities that are introduced ipto a ftate, and 
the forerunners of its ruin. 

In May the king and queen had the devotion to 
celebrate the jubilee at Orleans. : I attended. their 
majefties as far as half a league beyond Fontaine 
bleau, from whence they proceeded that evening to 
Puifeaux. : [ took advantage of this little vacation, 
to vifit the lands of Baugy, which had been juft a- 
warded to me by a decree, for the great fums which 
were due to me from thefe lands, and upon which J 


¥ 


36% 


1601, 
vd 


362 | 


ME M OIRS Bock XIf. 


1601. began to build immediately with the confifcated mo- 
wy ney I have lately mentioned. I-was ftopped within 


two leasues from the place where I intended to lie, 
by a courier from his majefty, who called out to me 
while I was yet a great way before him. He brought 
me a letter from the king which contained only thefe 
few words. ‘I gave you fix days for your journey 
“ to Baugy, but I have received letters of great 
‘ confequence from Buzenval, which [ want to fhew 
“ you; you will oblige me if you will come and lie 
*¢ to-night here at Puifeaux, whither you need bring 
‘ no neceflaries. I have given orders for your lodg- 
se ing, and fent thither my hunting bed, and have 
‘ ordered Coquet to get your fupper ready, and 
‘¢ your breakfaft in the morning, for I will detain 
** you no longer. Adieu, my beloved friend.” 

I wifhed my wife, who accbmpanied me, a good 
night, and, taking with me only two gentlemen, a 
page, and a valet de chambre, and one groom, I 
turned back to Puifeaux, where I found the king, 
who was amufing himfelf with feeing the youth of his 
train wreftle and leap in the court-yard of the priory. 
As foon as he faw me, he called Pafquier, who had 
been fent to him by Villeroi with Buzenval’s letters, 
which informed the king that prince Maurice had 
taken the field with his army which he had increafed 
with garrifons drawn out of their quarters, and ef- 
corted by two thoufand waggons: that, with this 
army, he intended (as Buzenval had learned from 
the prince of Orange’s officers, and from the prince 
himfelf) to crofs Brabant, the country of Liege, 
Hainault, and Artois, to gain by it the rivers along 
the frontiers of }France, from whence he expected 
affiftance, and bring the war to the neighbourhood 
of Gravelines, Berque-Saint-Vinox, Dunkirk, and 
Nieuport; that the archduke, greatly inferior to the 
prince’ of Orange, not having yet received the troops 
which he expected from Italy and Germany, beheld 
thofe preparations with aftonifhment, and durft not 
oppofe his march, but that he contented je : 
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being near him; that he might oblige him to keep 1607. 
in 4 narrow compafs,: ‘and: that while he obftructed vs 


him he might be himflf néar the piace where he 


perceived the ftorm would fall; that, finding this 
ftep, which had Been: communicated to him, of: great- 


importance, he thought it was- neceffary to inform 
the king of it. © 


“The knowledge I had of the Low Countries fade 


this defign of the prince of Orange appear to me fo 
dangerous, that thought it likely to draw upon him 
a total defeat. He would be: obliged to march a 


great way within view of the enemy and upon their 


frontiers, through countries fo full of woods, hedges, 
and hollow ways, particularly in Liégeois, that I 
thought them impaffable for fuch a number of wag- 
gons; and the king was of the fame opinion. After 
we had conferred together a long time, he refolved 
to fend prince Maurice his fentiments of it, and I 
réfumed my route to Baugy, in which I vifited the 
lands of Sully, that I had a defign of purchafing, 
and did fo accordingly the following year. The 
king continued his pilgrimage to Orleans, and laid 
there the firft ftone for the rebuilding the church of 
the Holy Crofs: he afterwards returned to Paris, to 
which place I had come three days before his ma: 
jefty. 

~ Henry’s letter dhalierud the defign of Naffau ; ig 
befieged Rhimberg, and took it on the tenth of june: 
nei | archduke Albert, in revenge, invefted Oftend 
* the fifth of July. Maurice, on his fide, laid 
feb to Bolduc, either to force the archduke to a- 
bandon his enterprize, or to indemnify himfelf by 
the reduction of this place, which was lookëd upon 
to be the moft important fortrefs in Brabant. 1 was 
ftill of opinion that he would do neither; and when 
the king fent for me to heat my fentiments of it in 


* Tt will be often seas ohietts 3 years; but for a minute detail of 
this. fiege, in which’ many brave them confult M, De Thou, Le Sep- 
a@tiions were performed on both tennaire, and other hiftorians, 
ides, haying lafted above three 


the 
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1601. the prefence of the courtiers who were by when the 
ame pacquet which brought the news was opened, and 


who all fpoke differently. of it, I faid that, although. 
Iwas very young when J had vifited Bolduc, I had 
neverthelefs preferved the remembrance of the place, 
and, that not to mention its fituation, which render-: 
ed the fiege of it a work of immenfe labour, it. 
feemed to me impoffible, confidering the extent of 
the place and the great number of its citizens, to 
furround it in fuch a manner as to hinder any one. 
from going in or out, at leaft without an army. of 
twenty five thoufand men. In effeét, the prince of 
Orange failed in his attempt upon Bolduc : . but all 
this did not happen till November. 

The war breaking out fo near our frontiers, made 
Henry refolve to go to Calais, as if he had no other 
defign but to vifit that country. . Although he al- 
ways fufpected the Spaniards, he was not apprehen- 
five, in the prefent ftate of the affairs of that crown, 
that they would be prevailed on to break the peace: 
but he was not difpleafed at having an opportunity 
to give them a little uneafinefs, in revenge for the 
daily cccafions of difcontent which he received. from 
them. They acted, indeed, in a manner fufficient 
to have obliged his majefty. to do fomething more, 
had not policy prevailed over refentment. After 
many fruitlefs attempts to break the alliance between 
the Swifs cantons and France, and to hinder the pope 
from acting as arbitrator. in the difpute about the 
marquifate of Saluces, becaufe his holinefs could not 
difpenfe with himfelf from giving judgment againft 
the duke of Savoy, they had. ent troops to that 
prince inithe laft campaign, under the command of 
the count de Fuentes, , Their continued intrigues 
with marechal Biron, Bouillon, D’ Auvergne, the 
prince, of Joinville, were publicly. known... Biron 
himfelf had confeffed it to his majefty : and laftly, 


the king, at his return from Orleans, received:cer- 


tain intelligence of their practices with the cities of 
Metz, Marfeil les, and Bayonne... | 
At 
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At all this his majefty diffembled his difpleafures 1601: 
but nothing provoked him againft that crown 160 eu 


much, as the outrage * which La Rochepot, our 
ambaffador at Madrid, his nephew, and his whole 
train had received from that court. ‘La Rochepot 
gave an account of it in his letters. ‘* I:fwear by 
“¢ heaven,” faid Henry tranfported with rage, ‘that, 


“if T can but once fee my affairs in order, and get 


& a fuicient fupply of money, and whatever elfe is 
© neceffary, I will make fo furious a war upon them, 
“€ that they fhall repent of having obliged me to také 
“© up arms.” However, he fill fhut his eyes upon 
fo glaring a violation of the rights of nations, but it 
was not without doing great violence to his inclina- 
tions. ‘ I fee plainly,” faid this prince to me fome- 
times, ‘ that through emulation, jealoufy, and inte- 
‘€ reft of ftate, France and Spain can never be on 
“ friendly terms with each other, and that a proper 
‘ ‘fecurity againft that crown muft have fome other 
‘ foundation than words.” He was fufficiently 
‘convinced of the error in Villeroi and Sillery’s poli- 
cy, who often, in his prefence, maintained againft 
me, that a ftriét union with Spain was not only nei- 
ther impoffible nor dangerous for France, but hke- 
wife the moft reafonable fyftem of politics that ought 
to be embraced. To their arguments I oppofed that 


competition fo natural to thefe two crowns, the op- 
pofition of their interefts, and the remembrance of 


fo many recent injuries; and I concluded that, with 
a neighbour fo artful and unjuft, the neceffary mea- 
fures to be taken were to hold them always fufpected, 


* Antony de Silly, count de la 
Rochepot. His nephew happening 
_to bathe himfelf with fome French 
gentlemen, was infulted by fome 
Spaniards who flung his cloaths, 
“and thofe of his companions into 

the river, Thefe revenged them- 
felyes for the affront by killing and 
wounding fome of the Spaniards ; 
thofe that fled foon after returned 

to force open the ambaffador’s 


houfe, and thence dragged his ne 
phew to prifon, witlr others of His 


“aflociates that had taken fhelter 


there, This difference was com- 
promifed by the pope, who caufed 


the prifoners to be fent to him to. 


Rome, and delivered them to the 


‘count de Bethune, brother to M. de 


Sully, ambaffador of France at that 
court. See the abovementioned 
hiftorians for the year 160. 
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and ito be always prepared for defence: 


er news that camefrom Madrid gave me, for this time, 


at for another. 


the advantage over my opponents, at leaft in the 
King s opinion, who hefitated no longer about , 

ing to Oftend, after he had difmifled two celebrated 
embaffies, ie he received about this time.. 

One of thefe embaffies was from the grand feig- 
nor, who, knowing.that the fophy of Perfia his ene- 
my had fent a folemn deputation to-the :pope, the 
emperor, and the king of Spain, without taking any 
notice of the king of France, againft whom he feem- 
ed to make an overture of his affiftance at the fame 
time that he afked for. theirs, he was returning one 
His -highnefs, on ,this occafion, 
made ufe of his phyfician, who:* was a chriftiany 
and ‘invefted him with the dignity of his ambaffador. 
The-terms in which.this haughty, potentate exprefled 
himfelf, with regard to the French +, difcovered a 
diftinction and refpect, of which there are few ex- 
amples; he fet a higher value, he faid, upon the 
friendfhip and arms-of the French, than of all the 
other chriftian nations,together and that although 
they, fhould all. unite with Perfia againft him, he 
Should think himfelf in a condition to defpife their 
attempts, as foon as he had fecured.the alliance and 
affiftance of a king, whofe fuperiority over his neigh 
-bours, as well, as his great perfonal qualities,. he: 


appeared not to be ignorant of... The Turkifh am- 
-baffador prefented his majefty with feveral rich pre- 
fents, and gave me-two fcymetars of exquifite work- 


manfhip, which I. keep with great care. 


»gado of Marfeilles. | 
»of the king that the duke of Mer- 


.* Bartholemew Cceur,. a rene- 
He demanded 


cœur. fhould be reealled from Hun- 


gary, -becaufe, among the prophe- 
fies which the Turks believe, there 
.is one, they fay, that the French 
s thall drive the Turks outof Europe. 


_T. To, the, moft glorious, moft 


"| magnanimous and .moft illuftrious 


6 


and ,opulence, 
leader of the greateft fubjeëts, Hen- 
ty the. IVth emperor of France ÿ 
fuch were thetitles which his beh 
-nefs gave the king. MSS. de. 
sBiblioth, de iii vol. 959%" 


-prince of the faith of Solin. ve one the 


compofer .of the differences that 


happen between chriftian’ poten- 


tates, prince : of grandeur, majefty 
and the glorious 


a, A 
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The other ambaffador was from the republic of 1601, 
Venice. This ftate had been a long time, by a WVV. 


particular alliance-often-renewed, and by their com- 
mon intereft, united. with France againft the Spanifh 
power: it had been amongft the firft in-compliment- 
ing his moft chriftian majefty upon his marriage and 
the peace, by the fieurs Gradenigo and Delfin; the 
laft.of whom was likewife in this embafly. Henry 
was defirous that thefe ambaffadors fhould be receiv- 
ed with the utmoft diftinction in Paris. He ordered 
them to be ferved with his own plate, and loaded 
them with prefents of equal value with thofe he gave 
the firft. The letters he then wrote to me turned 
almoft wholly upon this head, for he was then at 
Fontainebleau with the queen, who was far advanced 
in her pregnancy, upon which account the king 
could not come immediately to Paris, and ftill lefs 
the queen who had fo great a concern in this embaf- 
fy. His majefty fhewed fo much refpect for the 
Venetian ambafladors, as not to fuffer them to wait 
for his return to Paris, but let them know that he 
would receive them at Fontainebleau, to which place 
his coaches and equipages attended them. 

The archdukes could not fail to fufpect, that the 
king, by marching towards Calais, would endea- 
vour to obftruét their defigns upon Oftend, by way 
of reprifal for the ill treatment La Rochepot had re- 
ceived. In order to difcover the purport of this 
journey, they deputed to him the count of Solre in 
the quality of ambaffador, under a pretence of mak- 
ing him the fame compliments on the queen’s preg- 
nancy which he received from all parts; enjoining 
this ambaffador to’infinuaté a complaint of his jour- 
- ney, by which Solre gave a fair opportunity to the 
king, who, inftead of fatisfying ‘him as to the oc- 
‘cafion of his complaints, made, in his turn, very 


cheavy ones againit Spain, afluring him however, but 
‘in a general manner, that he would not be the firft _ 
&o.come to.a rupture, provided that the Spaniards * 


‘didnot force him to it by ‘continuing their unfair 
ery | pro- 
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With this promife the ambaffidor 


vs pretended to be fatisfied: 


The queen of England hearing the king v was at 
Calais, thought it a favourablé oppôrturity to fatisfy 
her impatience of feeing and embracing her beft 
friend. Henry was not lefs defirous of this inter- 
view, that he might confer with the queen upon the 
affairs of Europe in general, as well as on their own 
in particular, efpecially thofe which had been juft 
hinted to him by the Englifh and Dutch ambafladors 
when he was at Nantz. Elizabeth firft wrote him 
a letter equally’ polite and full of offers of fervice 3 
fhe afterwards made him the ‘ufual compliments; 
and repeated thofe aflurances by the lord Edmond, 
whom fhe difpatched to Calais, till the herfelf could 
arrive at Dover, from whence fhe fent the lord Sid 
ney with other letters. 

Henry refolving not to be outdone in complai: 
fance, anfwered thefe advances in a manner that 
fhewed at once his refpect for the fex of Elizabeth, 
and his efteem and admiration of her character. This 
intercourfe continued a long time, to the great mor- 
tification of the Spaniards, whofe jealoufy was ftrong- 
ly excited by proximity and clofe correfpondence. 
Of all the letters wrote by thefe two fovereigns on 
this occafion, f am poffeffed only of that in which 
Elizabeth informs the king of thofe obftacles that 
prevented. her conferring with him in perfon, la- 
menting the unhappinefs of princes, who, contrary 
to their inclinations, were flaves to forms and: fet- 


tered by circumfpection. 


* This letter, and this whole 
relation of the duke of Sully’s con- 
cerning Henry the IVth’s journéy 
to Calais, and Elizabeth’s to Do- 
ver, appear fufficient, without any 
other reflections, to fhew the error 
of allethofe various judgments cur= 
rent at that time, and which have 
been mentioned by different hifto- 
rians concerning thefe two poten- 
tates. It was faid Elizabeth pro- 


2 


This letter *, becaute | it 


pofed to Henry, éithér that he 
fhould come to: Dover, or at leaft 
confer with her in a veffel half way 
between thefe two towns, and that 
this propofal concealed a fnare in 
which Elizabeth hoped to entrap 
Henry, by feizing upon his perfon 
in the interview, and keeping him 
prifoner till he reftored Calais, and 
that Henry excüfed himfelf from 
complying with her requeft, only 


was 
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was the occafon of the voyage I made to this prin- 1601. 
cefs, I have kept in my hands; in it fhe tells her NN 


moft dear and well beloved brother (for fo fhe called 
the king of France) that her concern at not being able 
to fee bia was fo much the greater, as fhe had fome- 
thing to communicate to him which the durit not con- 
fide to any other perfon or commit to paper, and yet 
that fhe was upon the point of returning to London. 

The king’s curiofity was f{trongly excited by thefe 
laft words ; in vain did he torture his imagination 
to guefs their purport. Secretary Feret being fent 
by him to fetch me, ‘I have juft now received iet- 
‘6 ters,” faid he to me, ‘from my good fifter the 
‘queen of England, whom you admire {0 creatly; 
‘ they are fuller of civilities than ever: fee if you 
‘ will have more fuccefs than I have had in difco- 
<< vering her meaning.” Lagreed with Henry that 
it muft be fomething of great confequence which 
induced her to exprefs herfelf in this manner; it 
was refolved therefore, that I fhould embark the 
next day for Dover, as if with no other defign then 
to take advantage of the fhortnefs of the pafiage to 
make a tour to London, which would give me an 
opportunity of feeing what ftep the queen would take 
upon my arrival, neither the king nor I doubting 
but that fhe would be immediately informed of it. 
I acquainted no one with my intended paflage, but 
fuch of my domeftics as were to attend me, and of 
thefe I took but a very fmail number. 


becaufe he fufpeéted the defign; 
others fay, becaufe his fears of the 
fea were fo great, that he durft not 
venture into a veffel. No one fuf- 
pected the true motive for propof- 
ing this interview, which was the 
occafion of all thefe letters that 
pafied between them, and caufed 
the duke of Sully to. make the fe- 
cret voyage to Dover, of which he 
here gives an account. Siri, on this 
occafion, builds upon the refent- 
ment which he fuppofes Elizabeth 
always preferved, both of the peace 
of Vervins and the furrender of Ca- 


Vos. Ii, 


lais, as well as her fear left Henry 
fhould aggrandife himfelf too much, 
and on the jealoufy which the Eng- 
lifh entertained of the French, 
Mem. Recond. vol. I. p. 130, 150, 
&c. But this writer, fo well ac- 
quainted with foreign negotiations, 
efpecially thofe of Italy and Spain, 
is not right, neither in the facts nor 
the opinions which he produces 
concerning the interior of our court 
and councils under the reign of 
Henry the 1Vth. He knew neither 
this prince nor the duke of Sully. 
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T embarked early in the morning, and reached 


“-y™~ Dover about ten o’clock, where, among the crowd 


of thofe who embarked and difembarked, I was im- 
mediately difcovered by the lord Sidney, who five 
or fix days before had feen me at Calais: with him 
were Cobham, Raleigh, and Griffin, and they were — 
foon after joined by the earls of Devonfhire and Pem- 
broke. Sidney embraced me, and afked me if I was 
come to fee the queen; I told him I was not, and 
even affured him that the king knew nothing of my 
voyage: I likewife entreated him not to mention it 
to the queen, for not having had any intention of 
paying my refpects to her I had no letter to prefent, 
my delign being only to make a fhort tour incognito 
to London. ‘Thefe gentlemen replied fmiling, that 
J had taken 2 ufelefs precaution, for that probably 
the guardfhip had already given a fignal of my ar- 
rival, and that I might quickly expect te fee a mef- 
fenger from the queen, who would not fuffer me to 
pafs in this manner, having but three days ago fpoke 
of me publicly and in very obliging terms. [| af- 
fected to be extremely concerned at this unlucky ae- 
cident, but to hope neverthelefs, that F might ftill 
pafs undifcovered, provided that thefe gentlemen 
would be fecret as to the place where I was to lodge; 
from whence, I affured them, I would immediately 
depart as foon as I had taken a little refrefhment: 
faying this I left them abruptly, and had but juft — 
entered, my apartment, and fpoke a few words to my 
people, when I felt fomebody embrace me from be- 
hind, who told me, that he arrefted me as a prifoner 
to the queen. ‘This was the captain of her guards, 
whofe embrace I returned, and replied fmiling, that 

F fhould efteem fuch imprifonment a great honour. 
Flis orders were to conduct me directly to the 
queen ; | therefore followedhim. ‘* It is well, M. 
‘ de Rofny,” faid this princef to me as foon as E 
appeared. ‘* And do you break our fences thus 
‘and pafs on without coming to fe me? Iam 
** greatly furprifed at it, for | thought you boreme 
A & more 
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‘ more affection than any of my fervants, and Tam 1601. 
“ verfuaded that I have given you no caufe to change Lun 


“ thofe fentiments.” I replied in few words, but 
fuch as fo gracious a reception required. After 
which I began, without any difguife, to entertain 
her with thofe fentiments the king my mafter had 
for her. ‘* To give you a proof,” replied fhe, “that 
“€ T believe all you have told me of the goodwill of 
‘ the king my brother, and of your own, I will 
‘ difcourfe with you on the fubject of the laft letter 
‘ | wrote to him; though perhaps you have feen 
‘¢ it, for Stafford (that is the name of the lord Sid- 
‘€ ney) and Edmund tell me, that the king conceals 
‘ few of his fecrets from you.” She then drew me 
afide, that fhe might fpeak to me with the greateit 
freedom, on the prefent ftate of affairs in Europe 
and this fhe did with fuch ftrength and clearneis, 
beginning from the treaty of Vervins, that I was 
convinced this great queen was truly worthy of that 
high reputation fhe had acquired in Europe. She 
entered into this detail, only to fhew me how necef- 
fary it was that the king of France fhould, in con- 


cert with her, begin to execute thofe great defigns _ 


which they both meditated againft the houfe of Au- 
ftria. The neceffity of this fhe founded upon the 
acceffions this houfe was daily feen to make: fhe re- 


peated to me all that had pañed on this fubject in 


1598, between the king and the Englifh and Dutch 
ambaffadors, and afked me if this prince did not ftill 


continue to have the fame fentiments, and why he . 


fo long delayed to begin the enterprize. 

To thefe queftions of queen Elizabeth, I anfwered, 
That his moft chriftian majefty ftill continued to 
think of that affair as he always had done: that the 
men and money he was raifing, and the other war- 
like preparations he was making, were deftined to 
no other purpofe than the execution of the concerted 
plan; but that in France things were far from being 
in fuch a ftate, as to enable him to undertake the 
deftruétion of a power fo folidly eftablifhed as ine 

Bb2 © 


, traordinary expences Henry 


power of the houfe of Auftria within juft bounds, 
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of the Auftrian princes. This I proved, by the ex- 

had been at fince the 
peace of Vervins, as well for the general neceffities 
of his kingdom, as to reftrain the attempts of the 
feditious, and to carry on the war which he had juft 
ended with Savoy. I did not diffemble with this 
princefs the opinion I had always entertained of this 
enterprize, which is, that though England and the U- 
nited Provinces fhould ufe their utmoft endeavours to 
reduce the houfe of Auftria. unlefs they were affifted 
by all the forces of the French monarchy, and on 
whom, for many reafons, the chief weight of this 
war mutt fall, the houfe of Auftria, by uniting the 
forces of its two branches, might, without any dif- 
ficulty, not only fupport itfelf againft them, but 
even render the balance equal; it would therefore be 
ufelefs, and even an imprudent attempt, to endea- 
vour to fap the foundations of fo formidable a power, 
by the fame means only that ferve merely to. keep 
upon the defenfive with it: and it would be indif- 
penfably neceffary to defer the attempt for fome 
years, during which, France would acquire all fhe 
now wanted, to enable her to ftrike more effectually 
the blow that was preparing for the common ene- 
my; and would, in conjunction with her allies, en- 
deavour to engage the neighbouring princes and 
{tates in their defign, the princes of Germany efpe- 
cially, who were more immediately threatened by 
the tyranny of the houfe of Auftria. 

It was eafy for the queen of England to compre- 
hend, by the manner in which I expreffed myfelf, 
that thefe were not fo much my own as Henry s fen- 
timents which I communicated to her, and fhe gave 
me to underftand as much, by confeffing, that they 
appeared fo juft and reafonable to her, that fhe could 


not avoid adopting them: adding only, that there 


was one point on which all the parties could not be 
too foon agreed, which was, that the ultimate view 
of the intended combination being to confine the 


it 
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it would be neceflary that each of the allies fhould 1601, | 
fo proportion all his defires or expectations which he uns 


might conceive in confequence of the event, as that 
none of them might be capable of giving umbrage 
to the reft: fuppofing, for example, that Spain 
fhould be deprived of the Low Countries, neither 
the whole nor any part of this ftate was to be covet- 
ed, either by the king of France, or the king of 
Scotland, who would one day become fo of Great 
Britain, nor yet by the kings of Sweden and Den- 
mark, already fufficiently powerful by fea and land 
to make themfelves refpected by the other allies; 
and that the fame conduct ought to be obferved with 
regard to all the other fpoils that might be taken 
from the houfe of Auftria by thofe princes whofe 
dominions fhould happen to be neareft to the con- 
uered countries; ‘ For if my brother, the king of 
“ France, faid fhe, fhould think of making himfelf 
“ proprietor, or even only feodal lord of the United 
«¢ Provinces, I fhould never confent to it, but en- 
‘€ tertain a moft violent jealoufy of him ; nor fhould 
- JT blame him, if, giving him the fame occafion, 
he fhould have the fame fears of me.” 

Thefe were not the only reflections made by the 
queen of England; fhe faid many other things, 
which appeared to me fo juft and fenfible, that I was 
filled with aftonifhment and admiration. It is not 
unufual to behold princes form great defigns; their 
fphere of action fo forcibly inclines them to this, that 
it is only neceflary to warn them of, the extreme, 
which is, the projecting what their powers are fo 
little proportioned to perform, that they fcarce ever 
find themfelves able to execute the half of what they 
propofed; but to be able to diftinguifh and form 
only fuch as are reafonable; wifely to regulate the 
conduct of them; to forefee and guard againft all 
obftactes in fuch a manner, that when they happen, 
nothing more will be necefary, than to apply the 
remedies prepared long before; this is what few 
princes are capable of. Ignorance, profperity, lux- 
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1601. Ury, vanity, nay, even fear and indolence, daily 
wa~ produce fchemes, to execute which there is not the 


leaft poffibility. Another caufe of furprize to me, 
was, that Elizabeth and Henry, having never con- 
ferred together on their political project, fhould 
agree fo exactly in all their ideas, as not to differ 
even in the moft minute particulars. 

The queen obferving my eyes were attentively 


fixed on her without fpeaking, imagined fhe had 


exprefied herfelf fo confufedly in fomething fhe had 
faid, that I was unable to comprehend her meaning. 
But when I ingenuoufly confeffed to her the true 
caufe of my filence and furprife, fhe then, without 
{cruple, entered into the moft minute parts of the 
defign: but as I fhall have an ample occafion to 
treat of this, in relating the great fchemes which 
were prevented by the untimely death of Henry IV. 
I fhall not trouble the reader with ufelefs repetitions ; 
but in this place juft fhew the five principal points 


to which her majefty reduced fo extenfive a fcheme, 


as from the fequel of thefe Memoirs this will appear 
to have been. ‘The firft was, to reftore Germany 
to its antient liberty, in refpect to the election of its 
emperors, and the nomination of a king of the Ro- 
mans. ‘The fecond, to render the United Provinces 
abfolutely independent of Spain; and to form them 
into a republic, by annexing to them, if necefary, 
fome provinces difmembered from Germany... The 
third, to do the fame in regard to Switzerland, by 
incorporating with it fome of the adjacent provinces, 
particularly Alface and Franche-Compté.. The 
fourth, to divide all chriftendom into a certain num- 
ber of powers, as equal as may be. The fifth, to 
reduce all the various religions in it under thofe three 
which fhould appear to be moft numerous and con- 
fiderable in Europe. 

Our conference was very long: I cannot beftow 
praifes upon the queen of England that would be 
equal to the merit which I difcovered in her in this 
fhort time, both as to the qualities of the heart and 

the 
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the underftanding. I gave an exact relation of every 16017. 
thing that pad” between us to the king, who very rs 


highly approved all fhe had faid to me. Their ma: 
jefties correfponded by letters, during the reft of the 
time they ftayed at Dover and Calais. All prelimi- 
naries were agreed on; meafures were taken even on 
the grand object of the defign, but with fuch fecre- 
fy, that the whole of this affair remained to the death 
of the king, and even much longer, among the 
number of thofe on which only various and uncer- 
tain conjectures are formed. 

The king did not return to Paris till he had care- 
fully examined ail the fortrefles upon his frontier, 
and provided for their fecurity: in every other re- 
fpect, he appeared an indifferent fpeétator of the 
quarrel between the Spaniards and the Flemifh ; and 
all he did in favour of Oftend,the fiege of which was 
ftill continued, was not to hinder fome French from 
engaging in the fervice of the prince of Orange, in 
which feveral of them loft their lives ; amoneft 
thefe, the death of young * Chatillon- Coligny, 
whofe head was fhot off by a cannon-ball before 
Oftend, deferved to be particularly lamented. The 
king, when he was told it, faid publicly, that France 
had loft a man of great merit: myfelf, in particu- 
lar, was fenfibly afflicted at his death. Coligny, at 
an early age, had already united almoft all the qua- 
lities that form a foldier, valor, moderation, pru- 
dence, judgment, and the art of making himfelf 
equally beloved by the foldier and officer. 

But Coligny was a proteftant; and the jealoufy 
of the courtiers foon converted all thefe virtues into 
fo many crimes, in the opinion of the king; they 
told his majefty, that Coligny already afpired to the 
diftinétion of being head of the proteftants, both 


* Henry de Coligny, lord of 


Chatillon, fon to Francis, and from Savoy, of a very noble and 


Chatillon Coligny came originally | 


grandfon to the admiral de Coligny: 
he carried to the affiftance of Oftend 
a regiment of 800 French. Ac- 
cording to Brantome, the houfe of 


Bb 4 


antient lineage, as he fays, and who 
were formerly fovereign princes, 
and very powerful. Tom. IIl. p. 
£7 3* . ec 
within 
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1601. within and without the kingdom, to which he was 
Lown folicited by the duke of Bouillond ; that he defired 


. nothing with fo muck ardour as to equal, or even to 
farpafs, the actions of his father and grandfather ; 
and had béen heard to declare, that he fhould not 
regret the lofs of life, if he had the fatisfaction to 
lofe it at the head of an army, fighting for the pre-: 
fervation of his friends. His affection for the fol- 
diers was treated as an artful and dangerous artifice. 
‘They hinted to the king, that he had already raifed 
a jealoufy in the prince of Orange; and that his ma- 
jefty would one day have reafon to fear a fhoot from 
a ftock that had given fo much trouble to our kings. 
Henry was fo far influenced by thefe infinuations, 
that when | went to afk fome favours of him for the 
mother and brother of Coligny, he dwelt continually 
upon what he had heard, and had given but toa 
much credit to, and appeared to me not only full of 
indifference for the death of Coligny, but alfo fo 
greatly prejudiced againft the whole family, that I 

‘efifted from a folicitation which could not but be 
po ease to myfelf, my connections and conformi- 
ty of religion with the deceafed confidered. | 

The king, at his return to Fontainebleau, had the 
pleafure to find the queen in as good a ftate of health 
as he left her. He was feldom from her during her 
pregnancy, and took all poffible care of her health #, 
In a letter he wrote to me fome days before: the 
queen lay in, he fays, ‘* Bring no people of bufinefs 
‘ with you at this time; no mention muft be made 
of it during the firft week of. my wife’s lying in; 
<< we fhall have fufficient employment to hinder her 
‘from getting cold.” 
At length, the moment that was to fill the king, 

the queen, and the whole kingdom with joy, arriv- 


* “ We read,” fays Bayle, in ‘ perform her office fo carefully, 
the Rep. de Lett. for January,1686, ‘ as that there might be no occa 
£ that Henry recommendedtoLou- ‘* fion for employing a man-mid- > 
“ ifa Bourgeois, a very fkilful mid- ‘ wife. Since this, added he, would 
S wife, who laid the queen, to ‘ fhock female modetty.” 
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ed; the queen was, on the 17th of September *, 16or. 
delivered of a fon, whofe ftrong health, as well’ as Lu 


the queen’s, filled the kingdom with the moft agree- 
able hopes +, I believe I may venture to affirm, 
that this incident gave me more joy than any one 
élfe. I was attached to the king’s perfon by the 
moft tender ties of affection, an affection which I 
felt in a higher degree than the moft faithful of his 
fubjects, and was therefore more interefted in his 
happinefs. He was fo well convinced of this truth, 
that he did me the honour to give me notice of the 


birth of his’fon in a billet, which, at ten o’clock at 


nicht, he fent from Fontainebleau to Paris, where I 
then : was; it contained only thefe few words : The 
“queen is juit delivered of a fon; I fend you the 
€ news, that you may ‘rejoice with me.”  Befdes 
this billet, which he wrote as to a friend, he fent me 
another the next morning by La- Varenne, as grand 
matter of the ordfiarice ; he there mentioned the 
birth of the Dauphin as an occafion of inexpreffible 
delight to him, ** Not fo much, faid he, for the 
‘near concern I have in this incident, as for the 
‘6 general good'of my fubjects.” He ordered me to 
fire the cannon of the arfenal; which was performed 
in fuch a manner, that the report was heard'even at 
Fontainebleau. On this occafion it was not. necef- 
fary-to' order public rejoicings: all his majefty’s 
fubjects, from the firft to the meaneft, concurred in 
giving demonftrations of it, in which fear and po- 
licy had no part: 

The king’s fatisfaction was only interrupted by a 
flight indijpofition, which he had drawn upon him- 


* On Thurfday night, about mid- ‘ it only for his glory, and the de- 
night. “* fence of his people.” Matthieu 
+ Perefixe fays, Theking, im- fpeaks in the very fame terms: 
ploring the bleffing of heaven ‘* My deareft, fays he to the queen, 
upon the infant, gave him allo ‘ be of good cheer, for God has 
his own benediétion, and put his ‘* granted us what we wanted.”° 
fword into his hand, praying This writer adds, that a fhock of 
ff God, that he would be pleafed an earthquake was felt two hours af- 
to give him grace tomakeufe of ter midnight, Tom. JI. 1, iii, p. 441. 
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1601. -felf... La-Riviere * was his firft phyfician, a man 
SVT who had little more religion than thofe generally 


have that blend it with the profeffion of judicial 
aftrology ; yet the world did him the honour to fup- 
pote, that he concealed the principles of a proteftant — 
under the appearance of a catholic. Henry, who. 
already felt a tendernefs for his fon, that filled him, 
with an eager anxiety to know his fate, having. 
heard that La-Riviere had often fucceeded wonder- 
fully in his predictions, commanded him to calcu- 
late the Dauphin’s nativity with all. the ceremonies. 
of his art; and that the exact moment of his birth 
might be known, had carefully fought for the moît 
excellent watch that could be procured. | It appear- 
ed, that the king thought no more of this defign till 
about a fortnight after, when he and I being alone 
together, the converfation turned upon the prediéti- 
ons of La-Brofle, which I have formerly mentioned, 
concerning his majefty and me, which we had found 
fo exactly accomplifhed. Henry’s inclination to make 
the experiment with his fon receiving new ftrength by 
this difcourfe,; he ordered La Riviere to be {ent for. 
The phyfician, without taking any notice of it, 
had proceeded in his work. ‘* M. de La-Riviere, 
‘+. faid the king to him, we have been talking of 
‘-aftrology ; what have you difcovered concerning 
5 my fon?” << I had begun my calculations, re- 
‘ plied La Riviere, but I left them unfinifhed, not 
‘ caring any longer to amufe myfelf with a fcience 
which I have always believed to be in fome de- 


 orée criminal.” The king immediately difcover- . 


) uae 
ed that this anfwer was not fincere, and that he con- 


cealed his thoughts, either through an apprehenfion | 
of offending his majefty, or from an effect of ill- 
humour, whim, or the caution of an aftrologer, 
who held it dangerous to difciofe his fecrets. [fee 
 blainiy, faid Henry, that you are not reftrained 
# by motives of confcience;. you are not of the 


" # La-Riviere fucceeded D’Ali- duke of Bouillon, who refigned him 
bouft in the place ‘of firft phyfician: to the King, 
he had been in the family of the 

| ‘€ number 
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number of perfons that are fo very fcrupulous; 1601. 
« but, in reality,, you are afraid of not being able —~ 


“to tell me truth, or of making me angry; but 
“€ whatever it be, I will know it, and I command 
<¢ you, on my difpleafure, to. fpeak freely.” . La- 
Riviere fuffered himfelf to be prefled ftill longer; 
and at laft, with a difcontented air, either real or 
diflembled, faid, ‘ Sire, your fon will live out the 
“ common age of a man, and-will reign longer 
than you; but his inclination and yours will be 
‘¢ very different; he will be:obftinate in his opini- 
<¢ ons, often governed by. his own whims, and 
*¢ {ometimes by thofe of others:. it will be fafer then 
<< to think than to fpeak: impending ruin threatens 
‘your former fociety : : all the effects of your pru- 
“ dence will be deftroyed: he will perform great 
“ things, will be fortunate in his defigns, and make 
‘ a great figure in Kurope:.in his time there will 
‘ be a viciflitude of peace and war: he will have 
children; and after him things will grow wore. 
€ This is all you can know from me, and more than 
 T had refolved to tell you.” The king, after 
mufng a little while on what he had heard, faid to 
La-Riviere, ‘ You mean the proteftants, I know; 
‘ but you fpeak thus becaufe you are well inclined 
<< towards them.” ‘ I underftand, faid I.a-Rivi- 
<¢ ere, what you would have, but 1 fhall fay no 
<¢ more.” His majefty and I continued together a 
long time in converfation, making reflections on 
every. word that had been fpoken by La-Riviere, 
which remained ftrongly on the king’s mind, 
_ It was not poffible for me to ftay lone at Fon- 
tainebleau; but the king continued to give me, with 
great kindnefs, an account of every thing that hap- 
pened. ‘ You cannot imagine,” fays he in one of 
his letters, ‘how well my wife is recovered of her 
‘ lying-in; fhe drefles her head herfelf, and talks 
‘ already of getting up.” In another, nine days 
after her delivery, he fays, ‘* The queen goes al- 
“ ready into her clofet ; fhe has a conftitution fur- 
| ** prifingly 


ce 
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‘* prifingly ftrong: my fon likewife is very well, I 


€: thank God: thefe are the beft news I can re a 
“¢ faithful and affectionate fervant, whom I tenderly 


<¢ love *.” Henry fent his fon to Saint-Germain to 


be nurfed, on account of the goodnefs of the air: : 


and by one of thofe little frokes 5 of popularity which 


fhew the heart better than more oftentatious actions, 


he would have him fhewn to all Paris; for which 


purpofe, he was carried openly : through the midft of 
this great city. "The Parifians, by repcatéd accla- 


mations, exprefled their pleafure at this fight. 

The king had’made a promifé to the queen that, 
if fhe brought him a fon, he would: prefent her with 
the caftle of Monceaux. << My wife,” faid he, in 
a letter to me, ‘* has gained Mohéeaux, by givin 
“ mea fon; therefore I defire you will fend for the 
“ prefident Forget, to confer with him about this 
affair, and take his advice concerning the fecurity 
that muft be givén to my children, for the fum 
which I pay for Monceaux.” -* The city of Paris 
having likewife promifed the queen a préfent of a fuit 
of tapeftr ry hangings for her lying-in, ‘his majefty, 


in this letter, reminded'me to demand it: an infan- 


ta + was born in Spain, about the fame time that 
Providence gave a‘prince to France: 

The negotiation fo many years depending with 
the grand duke of Florence, was concluded this year : 
that the reader may underftand the occafion of i it, it 


is neceffary he fhould know, that, under the reign 


of Henry the third, Ferdinand de Medicis, grand 
duke of F lorence, toble advantage of the troubles 
that then raged in France, ‘to poflels himfelf of the 
little ies of Pomegueé, Ratôneau, and If, with its 
caftle in the neighbourhood of Marfeille. Henry; 
fully refolved to make the grand duke reftore them, 
ordered d’Offat, who was then on the other fide of 

* The original of this letter of + Anna Maria Mauriette, afters 
Henry IV. to M. de Sully is ftill . wards queen of ‘France, born the 


extant; itis dated from Fontaine- 22d of September, 
bleau, the 27th of Auguft. Cabi- 


. net de M, le duc de Sully, 


the 
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the Alps, to demand them, inthe year 1568. The 1607. 
grand duke not daring to refufe them abfolutely, re- -\~— 
prefented only, that he had expended.great fums of 
money upon thefe ifles, which he could not refolve 
to lofe: d’Offat. of himfelf removed ‘this : obftacle, 
by engaging that the king his mafter fhould indem- 
nify him for thele expences, by paying him three 
hundred thoufand crowns, for which twelve of the 
richeft and moft confiderable perfons in France fhould 
be fecurity *, as if his majefty alone had not been 
{fufficient to anfwer for fo fmall a fum. The king, 
without greatly attending to this condition, ratified 
this treaty ; and a fhort time after the chevalier Vinta 
was fent by the duke of Florence to conclude, 
with Gondy, the bufinefs of the ifles upon this plan. 
The two agents did not go out of the council to 
feek for their fecurities, and the affair was propofed 
to me among the reft: this method. of proceeding 
with a king, whofe power no part of Europe was 
jonorant of, appeared to me fo uncommon, that 
1 could not help laughing at thofe who mentioned 
it to me.. Villeroi took pains to reprefent to me 
the neceffity of difengaging d’Offat from his word : 
I replied, that there never had been any bankers in 
my family ; for indeed, this was rather the bufinefs 
of bankers than of gentlemen. None of the others, 
{aid Villeroi, have made any difficulty about it. I 
believe. it, anfwered I with fome indignation, for 
they are all either defcended from traders or law- 
yers. Hereupon there arofe a difpute in the coun- 


* This is, in effe&, the import . 


of the fifth article of the treaty 
that paffed on the rft of May, 1598, 
between the king of France and 
the grand duke of Tufcany, by the 
imtervention of cardinal d’Offat, 
which may be feen at full length 
at the end of the colleétion of this 
cardinal’s letters. The- duke of 
Sully does not here reproach M. 
d'Ofat with any thing which he 
had not already excufed in the let- 
ter which he wrote to his majeity, 
on the sthof May, 1598, imme. 


diately after the conclufion of this 
treaty, and likewife in that to M. 


de, Villeroi, of the 4th of Auguft 


following. He afterwards cleared 
himfelf more fully, in a long me- 
morial, which is alfo inferted at 
the end of this colleétion.  How- 
ever, we cannot think the reafons 
which M. de Sully produces againft 
this convention groundlefs, nor be- 
lieve that the duke of Florence 
would have broke the treaty with- 
out that condition. 


cil, 
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1601. cil, which was reported to the king, who only 
ss {miled and faid they had done wrong to mention it 


to me without firft informing him, fince he had not 
acquainted me with it himfelf. 1 am aftonifhed, add- 
ed he, that he did not give a ftill ruder anfwer: 
you cannot be ignorant of his temper, and how 
highly he values himfelf upon the nobility of his 
birth: let this affair be concluded without his or 
any other perfons entering into any obligation: I 
gave no permiflion to the bifhop of Rennes to agree 
to fuch an expedient. The grand duke did not 
allow himfelf to be folicited upon this head; he 
fet the king free from the obligation of the twelve 
fecurities out of regard to his perfor. The aét for 
it was pañled on the fourth of Auguft, 1598, but 
the affair was on neither fide concluded till the che- 
valier Vinta arrived in 16017. 

I was likewife employed to fettle certain eftates 
in Piedmont, for which the count of Soiffons was 
defirous of treating with his majefty : they came 
to him by the death of the princefs of Conti, in 
right of his wife who was of the houfe of Montaf- 
fie * My report was not very favourable for the 
count: I reprefented to the king, that thefe eftates, 
which had been too highly valued, were likewife 
fubje&t to fo much litigation, and were fo difadvan- 
tageoufly fituated, that thefe\confiderations ought 
greatly to leflen the price. The count of Soiffons 
thought proper to diflemble tht refentment he en- 
tertained againft me for this declaration. 

Frefne-Canaye + was appointed ambaflador to Ve- 
nice, and Bethune my brother to Rome, to the great 
mortification of the other miniiters, efpecially Vil- 
leroi and Sillery, with whom I had often difpütes, 


* The prince of Conti was firft 
married to Jane de Coëme, lady 
Bonnetable, and widow of Lewis 
count de Montafñé in. Piedmont: 
and the count de Soiffons had 


married Anne de Montafhé, daugh- 


ter to that Lewis by the faid Jane 


de Coïme. 

+ Philip Canaye de Frefne: Phi- 
lip de Bethune, count de Sellesand 
de Charoft, 


which 
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which the king had many times endeaveured to pre- 1601. 
vent. Thefe two gentlemen had undertaken to ex- Cy 


clude me from any concern in foreign affairs, the 
cognizance of which they pretended belonged on- 
ly to them. The nomination to embaffies falling 
under this head, they told his majefty, in my pre- 
fence, that, for the embafly to Rome, they had abler 
perfons to propofe to them than Bethune, who, 
they faid, had no knowledge of the affairs of that 
court, and had yet performed no confiderable fer- 
vice to the ftate. My brother had, however, al- 
ready been charged with the embaffy to Scotland, 
of which he had acquitted himfelf well; and it 
could not be denied that he was circumfpect, wife, 
and honeft; qualities which, in my opinion, are not 
among the leaft that are effential to an ambafiador. 
What thefe gentlemen faid, therefore, was as falfe 
as it was contemptuous ; and this | made them fen- 
fible of in my anfwer, by fhewing them the value 
of thofe fervices which the ftate received from the 
military art, and which thofe gentlemen feemed to 
place below all others. 

Villeroi, piqued in his turn that I had not given 
the firft rank to his, maintained his caufe with great 
heat and animofity. His majefty found himfelf 
obliged to command us to be filent, telling us, that 
he was offended at our holding fuch difcourfe in his 
prefence ; and that, without entering into a difcuf- 
fion of our fervices, we ought to be fatisfied that 
he was pleafed with them. I afked the king’s par- 
don for daring, after this prohibition, to add a few 
words to clofë the mouths of perfons who fo un- 


os juftly placed the lazy bufinefs of the law, and the 


quiet employments of the cabinet, above the toils, 
the dangers, and expence of the military profef- 
fions; and I truly fpoke my fentiments of fuch 
partiality. ‘* Well, well,” faid Henry, interrupt- 
ing me, ‘I pardon you all, and take your words, 
“ as I muft, but upon condition, that, for the fu- 
“é ture, you will avoid thefe little debates, and that 

7 | “© when 
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‘ when one of you recommends his friend to my 
‘ favour, the others do not oppote it, but fubmit to 
‘ my choice: at prefent 1 determine in favour of 
‘6 the fieur de Bethune, whofe family, wifdom, 
‘ probity, and even capacity, I efteem, having em- 
‘€ ployed him in many affairs both of peace and 
‘6 war, which he has acquitted himfelf of worth- 
“ily.” The king promifed Villeroi that, aftermy 
brother’s return, he would difpofe of the embañÿ to 
Rome according to his recommendation. He then 
put an end to his walk, which this quarrel had pro- 
tracted to more than two hours, and went to din- 
ner. I went feveral times this year to Fontaine- 
bleau, to receive his majefty’s orders concerning af- 
fairs that could no otherwife be communicated to 
him, and, being often and for a confiderable time 
at a diftance from each other, I received, as ufual, 
a great number of letters from this prince: that 
in which he mentions the marechal d’Ornano *, who 
had given him fome caufes of complaint, has fome- 
thing fingular in it. ‘‘ I never, fays Henry, faw 
‘ fo much obftinacy and ignorance together in one 
“ man, but I pronounced him dangerous ; he has 
«€ reached the fummit of infolence. “Take care that 
‘ he gives me no occafion to be convinced what 
he is, that is, unworthy of the honours that I 
‘ have beftowed on him: his fidelity only could 
€ deferve them; his many acts of difobedience will 
‘ foon take ‘away all claim to that character: to 
‘€ fay the truth, I am quite tired of him.” The 
ftates of Languedoc meeting this year, the king 
wrote to me, that he mutt transfer the place of their 
fitting to the Lower Languedoc, ‘that my fervants, 
<< faid he, may not go firft to thofe of the league.” 
In another letter, he “ordered me to fend for fome 
foals of his breed of horfes + at Meun; and in ano- 
* Alphonfo d’Ornano, fon to in his Vies des hommes illuftres, 
San-Pietro de Baftelica, a colonel tom. 11, ps. 24.. ‘he was always 
of the Swifs. ‘€ very fond of the exercife of 


+ “From his early years,” fays ‘* riding, and kept always a great 
Brantome, fpeaking of Henry If, ** number of them in his grand 
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ther, to give two hundred crowns to Garnier his 1601. 
preacher in Advent and Lent; the reft, which con- ~~ 


tain only a detail of flight circumftances, I fupprefs, 
although they are proofs of the extreme vigilance 
and attention of this prince to matters of the {mall- 
eft confequence. 

I fhall comprife, in one article, with which the 
Memoirs of this year will be concluded, all that re- 
lates to marechal Biron, of whofe revolt there was 
at length the moft convincing proofs. After the 
king had been at Lyons, and had there entertained 
very ftrong fufpicions againft this marechal, his ma- 
jefty had a private converfation with him in the con- 
vent of the Cordeliers, and appeared fo well in- 
formed of all his tranfactions with the duke of Sa- 
voy, that Biron, either becaufe he then thought 
that, after fuch a difcovery, all he could now do 
was to repair his fault, or that he fought only to 


s¢ ftables of Tournelles, which 
*€ were the principal, as alfo at 
‘€ Muns, atSt, Leger, and at Oy- 
‘€ ron, under the infpeftion of M. 
‘€ de Boiffy mafter of the horfe, 
€ the moft valuable part of which 
** was his breeding mares, where- 
“ in he took great delight.’” He 
adds, that, this prince having one 
day fhewn his ftables to the empe- 
rer’s mafter of the horfe, the lat- 
ter told him, that his mafter had 
mot near fo fine a fet of. horfes, 
extolling them very highly, efpe- 
cially as the greateft part were of 
his own breeding. The troubles, 
during the laft reigns, were the 
caufe that the king’s, breeding fta- 
bles had then fallen into decay, 
and were in a worfe condition than 
they were under HenryIl.. That 


of Meun, or Mehun, in Berry, | 


was the only place of thofe before 
mentioned, where horfes were bred 
for the king s ufe; andithefe fta- 
bles were very inconfiderable, as 
may be feen from the archives of 
the fecretary of the king’s houf- 
hold, which are kept at Petitfperes 


yee. Wy 


in Paris, where Meun is called 
Main, apparently to diftinguifh it 
from another Meun upon the. In- 
dre, that is alfo in Berry. 

In 1604, the duke de Bellegarde, 
matter of the horfe, caufed Mark 
Antony de Bazy, captain of the 
breeding ftables, to remove the 
king’s fet of mares to St. Leger, a 
foreft belonging to the crown. In 
1618 fome confiderable additions 
and improvements were made; 
and greater ftill about 1665, when 
the late M. Colbert, minifter of 
ftate, enlarged the bounds, made 
parks therein, and got together a 
great number of ftoned horfes and 
young colts, by means of Alain de 
Garfault, who was then captain. 
It continued in this ftate till 1715, 
at which time it began to be fettled 
in Normandy, under the dire&ion 
of Francis Gideon de Garfault, 
Lewis de Lorraine count d’ Armag- 
nac being then mafter of the horfe 
in France: fince this laft eftablifh- 
ment, it has every day more the 
appearance of the ftables of the 
moft powerful prince in Europe. 
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confefled to him, that he had 


y not been able to refift the offers made to him by, 


the duke of Savoy, joined to his promife of giv-. 
ing him the princefs * his daughter to wife, He 
afked the king’s pardon for thefe proceedings, and 
protefted to him, with the utmoft appearance, of, 
fincerity, that he would never again fuffer himfelf 


to be intoxicated with fuch expeétations. 


enry thought he might depend upon a promife, 
which was neverthelef forgot in the inftant that it 
was made. Biron refumed his firft defigns ; went, 
according to his cuftom, at different times into the 
provinces, careffed all the malecontents he found 
amongft the gentry, entertained them continually. 
with the injuftice he received from the king, and 
his credit and the correfpondence he carried on with 
out the kingdom. He entered into ftronger engage: 
ments than ever with Bouillon, d’Entragues,. d’Aus, 
vergne, and others+. He, who was pride and 
fiercenefs itfelf, laid fuch a.reftraint upon his inch- 
nations, as to appear to the foldiers the moft humane 
and affable man in the world, and drew. the affec-. 
tions of the mob by playing the hypocrite and the’ 
devotee; for what appearance will not ambition af-. 
fume to attain its end? Hitherto, however, it might 
ftill have been doubted, whether-he had not con-, 


cealed his defigns within his own breaft, and if, this. 


* The marechal de Biron, by 
marrying the duke of Savoy’s third 
daughter, was to have received 


from the king of Spain, and that 


duke, the feigniory and inveftiture 
of Burgundy, Franche Comté, and 
the County de Charlois : this was 
one part of the grand projeét of 
both thefe courts, which confifted 
in difmembering, in this manner, 
the kingdom of France, and par- 


celling it out among the governors 


of its provinces, The proof of 
this, may be feen in Vittorio Siri, 
Mem. rec. vol. J. p.103. 127. who 
likewife extols the fervices which 


the count de Bethune, our author’s 
brother, performed on this occa= 
fion, to Henry IV. during his eme, 
baffy at Rome, . 

+ The author fa ys nothing, in 
all this account, of the confpiracy 
of the marechal Biron, his i impri-_ 
fonment, and the procefs againit 
him, but what is confirmed by the 
hiftories and memoirs of that time : 
they mention thefe extravagant. 
words of his; “The King does, 
‘* not at all hurt me, for I know, 
‘how to be revenged on crowned. 
‘é heads, and even emperors.’ 
Matthicv, tom. II, liv, 2. Ps 333. 1 
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conduct was not an effect of that difpofition which 1601, 
is obfervable in. many perfons, who, by their dif. une 


courte, appear reftlefs, difturbed, and fond of no- 
velties, yet are far from any intention of throwing 
themfelves. headlong into rebellion. 

Hence arofe Henry’ s fufpence concerning the con- 
duct of marechal Biron, though he ftill bofiiriuted 
to have him carefully obferved, and could not help 
being moved at the accounts that were brought 
him, of his conduét in the laft journey he had tak- 
ed to Dijon, where he had pafied the end of the 
preceding year and the beginning of this. Biron, 
who on his fide had his fpies at court, being appre- 
henfive of the impreffion which his behaviour made 
on the king, thought proper to write to me on that 
fubject. His letter i is dated the third of January; 
it turned only upon the ill offices that were done him 
with the king, and the injuftice even his majefty 
did him in believing him capable of defigns he 
had never entertained. He excufed his journey to 
Burgundy, on account of fome domeftic affairs 
which made it abfolutely neceflary ; and affured me, 
that he fhould leave that province in two days: he 
concluded with entreating me to believe all that 
would be told me from him by Prevot, one of his 
agents, whom he had fent tome. ‘This letter was 
too foon followed by inconteftable proofs of his 
treachery, to make it be thought fincere ; and | was 
fo far from believing his profeffions i in it, that they 
only increafed my fafpicions. 

During the king’s ftay at Calais, he received ftill 
clearer and more circumftantial informations againit 
Biron, doubtlefs becaufe this marechal, believi ing 
himfelf lefs fufpected than. before, tock greater li 
berties than ufual : but Henry, inftead of taking 
thofe meafures,that in prudence ought to have been 
no-longer delayed,, could) not yet look: upon this 
man as incurable; andrefolved, if pofible, to bring 
him back to his duty, by gentlenefs; kindaefs, and 
fuch diftinétions as make the ftrongeft impreffions 

Cee ey upon 
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upon the heart of an honeft man. Biron having 

emanded a gratuity of thirty thoufand crowns from 
his majefty, the king thought it very reafonable, 
and granted it immediately ; and becaufe that no 
cbftacles fhould retard the payment of it, this prince 
ordered me to take proper meafures to fatisfy Biron 
without delay ; accordingly I paid him inftantly one 
half of the fum in ready money, and affigned him 
the other half at the expiration of a year. 

Biron thought there was a neceffity for coming 
to thank me for this favour; he told me, that he 
was more obliged to me for it than the king, com- 
plaining to me that he had been forgotten and even 
defpifed by this prince, now that he had no longer 
cccafion for his fword, this fword, faid he, that has 
placed him upon the throne. It was impoffible for 
me to keep filence upon this occafion ; I reprefented 
to the marechal, with 2 kind of reproach, that he 
accufed Henry fo much the more unjuftly, as this 
prince, to whom alone he was obliged for this gra- 
tuity, had not difdained to folicit himfelf for its 
payment : hence I took oceafion to fpeak with ftill 
greater freedom to Biron; I remonftrated to him 
that, although he fhould even have proofs of his 
neglect, he ought always to remember that he fpoke 
of his mafter, and of a mafter who, by his perfo- 
nal qualities, ftill more than by his rank, engaged 
the efteem and refpect of his fubjeéts. I told him, 

that there was nothing which kings were more fen- 
fible of than difrefpect to their perfons, an envious 
defire to leffen the glory of their arms, and ingra- 
titude for their benefits. Thefe terms were tuffi- 
ciently plain, yet I went’ farther, and if I did not 
tell Biron pofitively that I thought him both in- 
grateful and a traitor, there was nothing to hinder 
him from concluding it by all my difcourfe. I ex- 
horted him to encourage a nobler emulation in his 
foul, which might give € him a title to real praifes ; 


Tt dwelt upon the difference there was between mak- 
ing one’s felf beloved by one’s prince and country, 


and 
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and endeavouring to become the object of its fear; 1607, 
a deteftable attempt, and almoft always fatal to tho'e Lu 
that make it. [told him, that if he would jon 
with me in mutual labours for the glory of the itt 
and the public good, we might, in fome degre’ 
make both depend upon us ; he by his abilities fo" 
war, 1 by the fhareI had in the governm:nt at 
home ; and hence we fhould. tafte the refined plea- 
fure of knowing ourfelves to be either the authors 
or inftruments of every public beneñt. I finifh d 
my remonftrance by endeavouring to prevail upon 
him to go and return his majefty thanks for the gra- 
tuity he had juft received. 

To all this Biron, neither moved to gratitude by 
kindnefs, nor to repentance by conviction, anfwered 
only by exaggerating his own merit fo unfeafonably 
and in fuch boaftful terms, that I was now con- 
vinced of a thing I had hitherto only fufpected, 
which was, that the harfhnefs of his manners and 
the inequality of his humour proceeded from a flight. 
taint of madnefs, for which fo much the lefs allow- 
ance was to be, made, as that, hindering him from 
reafoning, it could not hinder him from fpeaking 
and acting ill: what appeared to me a complete 
proof of it was, that, after what I had juft faid to - 
him, having reafon to look upon me as a man in 
whofe prefence he could not be too cautious, he was 
imprudent enough to let fomething efcape him con- 
cerning the defigns that filled his head. I took no 
notice ef it, but he perceived the error he had been 
guilty of himfelf, and to repair it pretended to ac- 
quiefce with my reafons, and to approve of my fen- 
timents: from that moment, I. fo abfolutely de- 
{paired of ever being able to recal this man to his 
duty, that I thought mine obliged me to difguife 
from the king nothing which I believed him capable 
of doing. 

It was always a part of Henry’s character, to be 
with difficulty perfuaded of the treachery of any 
perfon about him: he anfwered, that he knew Bi- 
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ron perfectly well, that he was very capable of fay- 


Un ing all that was related: but that this man, who, in 


confequence of ‘his natural violence of temper, the 
effect of melancholy, was never contented, and ex2 
alted himfelf aboveevery one elfe, was neverthelefs, 
a moment after, the firft to mount his horfe, and 
dare ali dangers for thofe whom he had railed at 
fo much before: ; therefore he well deférved fome in- 
dulgence for a little intemperance of tongue: that 
he was afiured Biron would never be indüced to re- 
bel againft him; that if this fhould happen, as he 
had already given a proof on thofe occafions where 
he had faved the life of this marechal, and in the 
laft place at Fontaine-Françoife, that he ‘did not 
yield to him in courage, he knew likewife how 
to fhew him that he did not fear him. ‘The king 
therefore made no alteration in his behaviour to Bi- 
ron, except that he gave him ftill oreater demontftra- 
tions of kindnefs, and loaded him Sail new honours, 
which he looked upon ‘as the gee pita: #4 for his 
defection. 

‘He was fent ambaffador to queen Elizabeth; with 
whom he had a very extraordinary converfation *. F 
He was imprudent énough not only to mention the 
earl of Effex to this princefs,’ whom fhe had lately 
beheaded, but likewife to bewail the fate of that 
nobleman, whofe great fervices had not been able 
to preferve him from fo tragical an end ; and Eliza- 


_ beth had the complaifance, in anfwer to this imper- 


tinent difcourfe, to juftify her conduét with regard 
to the earl, by fhewing the neceflity the was under 
to punifh him: fhe told him, that Efféx had mad- 
ly engaged in fchemes which greatly exceeded his 
abilitizes ; and that after many proofs,’ and a full 
conviction of his rebellion, he might have ftill, by 
fubmifMon, have obtained her pardon ; but: that 
neither his friends nor: his ‘relations could prevail 


* A particular account of this ante may be feen in ‘Matthieu, tom 
H, 1,2. p. oo, and feq. | 
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upon him to afk it. I know not whether the queen 1601. 
of England perceived any marks of refemblance > 


between the French ambaflador and the Englifh fa- 
Vourite, but the reafonable obfervations on the na- 
ture of royal heads, and the duty of fubjects, with 
which’ fhe concluded her difcourfe, feemed to in- 
finuate as much ; but Biron drew no advantage 
from it. 

At his retüth from London, the king appointed 
him likewife ambaffador extraordinary t to Switzer- 
land, to renew the treaty of alliance between France 
and the Cantons; füll continuing to believe, that 
an employment which would take off his thoughts 
from arms, and engage him in a commerce with a 
body fo wife and politic as the Helvetic Senate is, 
would fubdue at length all inclinations to fedition : 
but ambition, envy, and avarice, are paffions that 
can never be wholly quelled; and had the heart of 
Biron been thoroughly founded, it might probably 
have been found tainted with all the three. No 
fooner was he returned from his fecond embañÿ, 
than, as if he had endeavoured to make amends 
for the time he had loft, he laboured more affidu- 
oufly than before to bring all his chimerical fchemes 
to perfection ; either perfuaded thereto by the duke 
of Bouillon and the count of Auvergne, who had 
likewife formed their party, or having drawn them 
into his. | 

To firengthen their mutual engagements, thefe 
three gentlemen figned a form of affociation, of 
which “each kept an original: in this uncommon 
piece, which was produced in the procefs againft 
-marechal Biron, they reciprocally promifed, upon 
the faith and word of gentlemen and men of ho- 
nour, to continue united for their common fafety, 
to and againft all, without any exception (thefe terms 
deferve a particular obfervation) to keep inviola- 


bly fecret whatever might be revealed to any one of 


them; and to burn this writing, in cafe any acci- 
dent fhould happen to either of the affociates. There 
Che was 
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was no profpect of fucceeding in their defigns, but 


mm through the operation of Spain and Savoy; they 


therefore renewed their correfpondence with thefe 
two powers, and on their fide, to fecond their en- 
deavours, went about picking up.all the difaffected 
perfons they could find amongft the gentry and fol- 
diers. ‘To draw. into rebellion many of the towns 
at the greateft diftance from Paris, particularly. thofe 
in the provinces of Guienne and Poictou, they took 
advantage of the fedition occafioned by the eftablifh- 
ment ot the penny in the livre, which I had op- 
pofed fo ardently in the affembly des Notables, and 
which I had not afterwards the power to fupprefs ; 
however, it could not poffibly be raifed according 
to the original plan: it had been changed into a 
fubfidy of eight hundred thoufand franks, of which 
one half was funk in the taille, and the other in the 
cuftoms. 

Biron and his affociates, to encreafe the difcon- 
tent of thefe people, already ftrongly incited by 
that impoft, perfuaded them, that to complete their 
calamities, they would fhortly be burthened with 
a duty upon falt; and many perfons were kept in 
their pay in each of thefe provinces, to terrify the 
inhabitants with perpetual alarms. What govern- 
ment can expect to be free from thefe difturbers of 
public tranquility, if that of Henry the great, fo 
wife, mild, and popular, was not ? This evil, how- 
ever, took its rife from the unhappy influence the 
civil wars had on the manners of the people ; that 
was the poifon which produced thofe turbulent fpi-. 
rits to whom quiet was painful, and the happieit 
condition, a languid inaétivity : hence arifes that 
reftlefs ambition, which keeps their reafex. enflaved, 
makes them murmur at heaven, and quarrel with 
mankind for torments they bring on themfelves ; 
and ar their malice againft princes, whofe whole 
power, fo obnoxious to them, is not fuficient to 
grat. fy t er inordinate defires, 
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Henry’s eyes were at length opened with regard 1601, 
to the real character of Biron, which he had hither- cas 


to flattered himfelf he knew fo well, and he began 
to. fear he fhould be obliged to have recourfe to the 
moft violent remedy to ftop the contagion: infor- 
mations multiplied every day, and came from per- 
{ons that could not be fufpeéted ; all agreed in the 
chief point of the confpiracy ; fome mentioned the 
act of aflociation, and, having feen it, related the 
very terms in which it was conceived. Calvairac * 
gave the king the moft circumftantial and moft pro- 
bable account that had been yet tranfmitted to him ; 
befides the public rumour, he informed him, that 


Biron and his collegues had received feveral thou- 


fand piftoles from perfons who came from Spain ; 
that they expected fums ftill greater, and a fupply 
of forces; that the council of Madrid had agreed 
to it, on condition that the rebels fhould begin by 
feizing fome ftrong maritime places, on the fron- 
tiers of Spain; that, conformably to this plan, en- 
terprizes were already formed upon Blaye, Byonne, 
Narbonne, Marfeilles, and Toulon; and that the 
count of Auvergne was to wait only till thefe 
were executed, to begin openly his attempt upon 
Saint-Flour. 

All thefe informations made it abfolutely neceffa- 
ry to examine the matter thoroughly. The king 
came on purpofe to the arfenal, where he found 
me bufy in completing the labour I had begun, to 


communicate to me what he had learned, and gave 


me the detail, leaning upon the balcony over the 


great walk: he went afterwards to Fontainebleau, 


whither I followed him; and it was in this place 
that we were to proceed to the laft extremities with 
_marechal Biron. He had for a long time made ufe 
of La-Fin + to carry on his foreign negotiations, 


* John de Sudrie, baron deCal- man of Burgundy, of the houfe 
veyrac. of Beauvais-la-Nocle ; “ the moft 
t¢ James de La-Fin, a gentle- ‘ dangerous man, fays Rerefixe, 


a 
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1604: 4 lively,’ cunning, intriguing fellow, whom Bouil- 
sr lon and hesoften: called their kinfman. La-Fin 


had been {ent feveral timesito the king of Spain, the 
duke of Savoy, and the count of Fu uentes; but af- 
terwards, upon fome difeuft Biron had given him, 
he retired tothis houfe, »whéré he remained: unem- 
ployed. In:was not thought impoffible to gain 
him }-and for this purpofe his Taal the vidame 
of : Chastves À , was made ule of, who endeavoured 
to:prevail upon his uncle tocome to Fontainebléau: 
Inthe mean:time [returned to Paris, to make pre“ 
parations! for a journey his majelty thought it ne- 
ceflary to takeiimmediately into all thofe places 
through which Biron had pañled, namely, Poitou, 
Guiennes: Limofin, and efpecially about Blois. 
La-Fin having at length refolved to come’ to 
Fontainbaltctiy' revealed | ail that he knéw concern- 
img Biron’s confpiracy: Thé king was defirous that 


he fhould be detained and lodged ‘at Mi- Voie, that 


he might beïfeen by none but thofe who were fent 
to confer with‘him. His’ majefty judging by what 
he had frft declared, that my prefence would be ne- 
céflary, wrote thefe few words to me: ‘ My friend, 
‘come to me immediately, on an affair that con- 
‘© cerns my fervice, your honour, and our'mutual 
<< fatisfaétion. © Adieu, my dear’ friend." I ‘took 
poft immediately, and on°my'arrival at Me 
bleau,. Emet his’ majefty: inithe midft of the large 
avenue to the caftle, ready to go to hunt. I threw 
myfelf at his:feet': Ml friend,” faid this prince 


‘and the greatefttraitorinFrance: ‘count de Fuentes, upon the dif- 
the king knew him well, and ‘* covery of his attempting to be- 
often faid to the marechal, Don’t ‘* tray the latter, for that he had 
© fuffer that man to come near ‘ caufed his fecretary to be arreft- 
you; he’s.a rogue, he’ll be the ‘ ed: yet that he might the better 
death of you. Heendeavoured ‘ deftroy the marechal de Biron, 
to accufe the maréchal de Biron, he pretended ftill to have the 
from a jealoufy he entertained, ‘* fame attachment to him as be- 
** that the baron de Lux had fup- ‘* fore,” 
‘planted. him in the marechal’s = * Pregent de La-Fin, vidame 
favour 5 any in tevenge to. the, de Chartres, 
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to me, preffing me.in his arms, ‘all is difcovered ; 1607. 
‘ the chief negotiator is come to afk pardon, and 


LD D. 
‘to make a full confeffion : in his accufation hein- 
_¢ludes a great number of perfons of high rank, 
€ fome of whom have particular reafons to love 

me*; but he is a great-liar,,and I am deter- 
<< mined to believe nothing he fays without good 
“ proofs : he accufes one man, amongft the reit, 
whom you, little think of; come, guefs who this 
traitor is.” . That is not in my power, fire,” 
I replied. After preffing me fome time longer, but 
to no purpofe, ‘ You know. him well, faid he; it is 
<¢'M. de Rofny.”., ‘ If the others are no more 
guilty than I am, replied I, fmiling, your ma- 
jefty need not give yourfelf much trouble about 
them.” “I believe fo, faid the king; and to 
fhew you that I do, I have ordered Bellievre and 
Villeroi to bring you all the :accufations again 
you and the: others ; I have even told La-F: INs\ 
that I would have him fee you, and fpeak to you 
freely: he is concealed at Mi-Voie, and will 
meet you on the road from Moret ; appoint the 
hour and place; and none fhall be prefent at your 
conference.” 
I could not imagine how myn name happened to be 
found in this wicked cabal; whether it came from 
fome of Biron’s people, who fuppofed me to bea 
friend of their mafter, or from Biron himfelf and 
his aflociates, who thought it was lawful for them 
to make’ufe of it to the Spanifh minifters, to fwell 
the number, of their partifans ; or of the malecon- 
tents of the Kingdom : it was not impoffible, that 


ce 
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* # We may, doubtlefs, rank a- 
mong the number of thefe, 
charge which La-Fin brought a- 
gainft Biron, of his having at- 
. tempted the king’s life, and the 
Dauphin’s, according to Chron, 
Septennaire, fince his friends made 


ufe of the proofs they had of the’ 


contrary, to obtain his pardon: 


the : 


€ Sire, we have at leaft this ad- 
‘vantage,’ faid M. de La-Force 
to Henry IV, throwing himfelf at 
his feet, ‘that there is nothing 
‘“ proved as to his having made 
‘any attempt on your majefty’s 
‘ perfon.”? Vol. 9129 of the MSS, 
in the king’s library. 


two 
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1601. two letters I wrote to the marechal, through zeal 
ns rather than complaifance, might have involved me 


in the number of thefe confpirators; and the ra- 
ther becaufe, in allufion to the converfation that 
paffed between Biron and me, which I have for- 
merly mentioned, I told him plainly, that there was 
nothiag to hinder him from making himfelf ufeful 
and dear to the kingdom, by thofe meafures I had 
marked out to him: J likewife told him, that al-, 
theugh I was almoft always about the king’s per- 
fon, yet I had never heard him exprefs any refent- 
ment againft him: and I advifed Biron not to affert. 
fuch a thing publicly, becaufe the world would not. 
fail to believe, and to report, that he only feigned 
to have received fome difeuft from his majefty,, 
becaufe his own confcience reproached him with, 
having deferved it. Thus what I faid with an inten- 
tion to bring Biron back to his duty, was interpreted. 
to my difadvantage. | 

Henry’s opinion, as he has fince told me, was, 
that this accufation of me did not take its rife either, 
from Biron or any of his affociates, but from La: 
Fin alone, at the inftigation of fome perfons who 
hoped by that means to accomplifh my difgrace : 
however that may be, it made fo little impreffion 
on the king’s mind, that his majefty, who had late- 
ly given me the government of the Baftile, and in- 
tended that the patent for it fhould not appear in my 
name, but only in that of La Chevalerie, altered 
his opinion on this occafion, and caufed it to be 
expedited under mine, knowing none, he faid, but 
me, by whom he could expeét to be ferved with 
fidelity, in cafe he fhould have birds in the cage. 
Accordingly, Villeroi was ordered to bring me the 
patent a few days after, which was the beginning of 
the following year. 

1 had a long converfation * with La-Fin alone, 
in the foreft; after which, Bellievre, Villeroi, and 


* Matthieu, vol, IT, b, iii, p. 492. 
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myfelf, examined, with great care, all the papers 1601. 
that contained any proofs againft the duke of Bouil- Uy~y 


Jon, marechal Biron, and the count of Auvergne; 
fuch as letters, memorandums, and other writings 
of the fame kind. The names of many perfons 
befides thefe three gentlemen were mentioned in 
them ; but as it was probably with as little juftice 
as mine own, which was there likewife, I fhall not, 
on fo flight a foundation, give them a place in thefe 
Memoirs, which, to diftruftful perfons, might make 
them ftill more liable to fufpicion, than the depofi- 
tions of La-Fin. After this examination we re- 
turned to his majefty, and a council being held, the 
refult of it was, to keep every thing fecret, that 
Biron might not be warned of the meafüres that 
were to be taken to bring him to court, that he 
might be arrefted with the greater fecurity. It was 
likewife refolved, that his majefty fhould fet out im- 
mediately on the journey before mentioned. We 
fhall fee in the following year what thefe meafures 
produced. | 

… It is neceflary to take fome notice of what hap- 
pened this year in the feveral ftates of Europe: the 
court of London was thrown: into confufion by a 
rebellion that was ftirred up by the Spaniards in 
Ireland: Elizabeth fent to befiege Kinfale, the 
ftrongeft place that the rebels were in poffeffion of ; 
the earl of Tyrone, their leader, and Don Alonzo 
del Campo, who commanded the Spanifh troops in 
Ireland, haftened to relieve it with all the forces 
they could get together, which were cut in pieces 
by the lord Piercy. Alonzo remained prifoner there, 
and Kinfale furrendered.. 

_ Very different reports were raifed concerning the 
deftination of the fleet which was fitted out about 


this time by the king of Spain, but nothing could | 


be certainly known aboutit; for after it had rode 
fome time in the Mediterranean, it was attacked by 
a tempelt, and was obliged to re-enter the port of 
Barcelona, which it did in a very fhattered condi- 

tion. : 
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tion: the command of this fleet had been given to 


Probably it was defigned againft 
Portugal, where the true or the falfe Don Sebafti- 
an * {till continued to have a great number of par- 
tifans : fome fecrets which he revealed, that it 
feemed could have been only known to the king of 
Portugal; certain natural marks upon his body 
which he fhewed, and fome other circumftances of 
the fame kind, confirmed his affertion. However, 
to confefs the ‘truth, none of thefe proofs appeared 
unanfwerable; neverthelefs, the king of Spain thought 
it the wifeft way to rid himfelf privately of this 
pretended prince: fo that the truth was never known, 
or at leaft to a few perfons only, whofe intereft it 
was not to publifh it. 

A diet was ‘convened at Ratifbon, with intention 
to make fome compofition between the popifh and 
proteftant religions, but this came to nothing : upon 
the firft queftion propofed, which was concerning 
the authority of the holy fcriptures+, fuch heat was 


* There is fomething furely ve- 
ry furprifing and uncommon in 
this perfect refemblance of all. the 
parts, features, and even the de- 
fe&s of the body, which, accord- 
ing to all the hiftorians, was be- 
tween the real Don Sebaftian and 
this man, who is faid to have'been 
a native of Calabria; and it is no 
lefs difficult to guefs, how he could 
come to the knowledge of the cir- 
cumftances of this king of: Portu- 
gal’s life, which were. fo peculiar 
and fecret as to aftonifh all the 
world. The Portuguefe, ftill more 
deceived through their natural af- 
feG&ion for the blood of their kings, 
as alfo through their hatred for 
Spain (this laft motivé might like- 


wife be applied to M. de Sully) than: 


from any evidence they had, per- 
fitted in fupporting the claims: of 
this impoftor. The Septennaire is 
very favourable to him, an. 1607, 
p: 217. See what has-been faid a 
littlehigher, The Spaniards’ were 
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fo thoroughly convinced of their 
having difcovered the cheat, when 
Ferdinand, grand duke of Tufca- 
ny, had delivered him up into the 
hands of the Viceroy of Naples, 
that they no longer fcrupled to ex- 
pofe him,as a public gazing-ftock, 
mounted’ him on an afs; after 
which they ferit him to the gal- 
leys., See Marina: tom. II. I. 
iii, pe 451. 

+ This queftion was: publicly 
debated, during fevera] fittings; 
Between’ the catholic divines of 
Maximilian.duke of Bavaria, and 
the proteftant divines of Ludovic 
count. palatine of Neubourg, and 
of the: electors: of “Saxony . and 
Brañdenbourg ; : the two firft of 
thefe princes, affifted at it in per- 
fon, and were obliged to put an 
end to this difpute, the advantage 
in which, each: of the parties;).a$ 


_is» always ther cafe, afterwards a- 


fcribed to themfelves. De Thou, 
Chron, Septen, for the year 1601. 
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raifed among the difputants, that an accommoda- 
tion became impracticable. The papifts maintained, 
that their authority was derived wholly from the 
confent of the church, that they might add the pre- 


rogative of infallibility to the other rights with which. 


they have fo liberally, and with fo little reafon, in- 
vefted the Pope: the proteftants treated this doctrine 
with contempt and ridicule. 

The war in Tranfylvania ftill continued difadvan- 
tageous to the Vaivodes, Battory and Michael, who 
had revolted from the emperor; they were defeated 
by George Bafte, and Claufembourg was taken. 
The duke of Mercœur fignalized himfelf no lefs at 
the head of the Imperial troops againft the Turks*; 
he took Albe-Royale in Hungary, a fortrefs efteemed 
impregnable; and afterwards drove away the Turks 
from it, who had returned to befiegeit. The arch- 
duke +, lefs fortunate than Mercœur, was beaten 
before Canife ; and the knights of Malta took and 
deftroyed the city of Paffava in the Morea. 

Conftantinople and the palace of the Grand Sig- 
nor was in no lefs commotion, through the dif- 
content of the Janizaries, who proceeded fo far as 
to ftrangle, in the prefence of Mahomet III. him- 
felf, feven of the favourites of his feraglio, and 
threatened to depofe him: he was a man, indeed, 
whofe vices rendered him unworthy of a throne ; 
he was cruel, treacherous, flothful, avaritious, and 
funk in every kind of voluptuoufnefs. 


# The duke of Mercœur, by alfo the other faéts that are here 
his great exploits, acquired the fpoken of, in the hiftorians, © 
reputation of one of the firft war- + Ferdinand of Auftria. 
riors of his time, See them, as | 
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